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quickened by a menace from her own mouth, chap. 

If you fail in the execution of my commands, 

“ 1 swear by him who liveth for ever, that your 
“ skin shall be flayed from your body 11 .” 

If the creed of Theodora had not been tainted IIer vir ~ 
with heresy, her exemplary devotion might have t HS ’ 
atoned, in the opinion of her contemporaries, for 
pride, avarice, and cruelty. Hut, if she employed 
her influence to assuage the intolerant fury of "the 
emperor, the present age will allow some merit 
to her religion, and much indulgence to her 
speculative errors 31 . The name of Theodora 
was introduced, with equal honour, in all the 
pious and charitable foundations of Justinian ; and 
the most benevolent institution of his reign may 
be ascribed to the sympathy of the empress for 
her less fortunate sisters, who had been seduced or 
compelled to embrace the trade of prostitution. 

A palace, on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus, was 
converted into a stately and spacious monastery, 
and a liberal maintenance was assigned to five 
hundred women, who had been collected from 
the streets and brothels of Constantinople. In 
this safe and holy retreat, they were devoted to 
perpetual confinement ; and the despair of some, 
who threw themselves headlong into the sea, 
was lost in the gratitude of the penitents, who 
had been delivered from sin and misery by their 
generous benefactress 3 ’. The prudence of Theo- 

33 Per viventem in szrcula exeoriari te facia m. Anastasias <!e 
Vitis Pont. Roman, in Vigilio, p. 40. 

34 Ludewig, p. l()l — 1()0\ I give him credit for the charitable 
attempt, although he hath not much charity in his temper. 

Compare the Anecdotes (e. 17.) with the Edifices (l. i. c. <).) 
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horses in the rapid career 41 . Ten, twenty, forty, 
chariots, were allowed to start at the same in- 
stant ; a crown of leaves was the reward of the 
victor ; and his fame, with that of his family 
and country, was chaunted in lyric strains more 
durable than monuments of brass and marble. 
But a senator, or even a citizen, conscious of 
his dignity, would have blushed to expose his 
person or his horses in the circus of Rome. The 
games were exhibited at the expence of the re- 
public, the magistrates, or the emperors: but 
the reins were abandoned to servile hands ; and 
if the profits of a favourite charioteer sometimes 
exceeded those of an advocate, they must be con- 
sidered as the effects of popular extravagance, 
and the high wages of a disgraceful profession. 
The race, in its first institution, was a simple 
contest of two chariots, whose drivers were dis- 
tinguished by white and red liveries ; two addi- 
tional colours, a light green, and a canrdean 
blue, were afterwards introduced ; and, as the 
races were repeated twenty-five times, one hun- 
dred chariots contributed in the same day to the 
pomp of the circus. The four factions soon ac- 
quired a legal establishment, and a mysterious 
origin, and their fanciful colours were derived 
from the various appearances of nature in the 
four seasons of the year ; the red dog-star of 
summer, the snows of winter, the deep shades of 
autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the spring ie . 

West’s I)i ssertation on the Olympic Games (sect, xii — xvii.) affords 
much curious and authentic information. 

Tilt* four vu\to\\x\<iUmturu$mtiiprasini f r4'neli,TQ\tWsM\\ tlu* four 
seasons, according to C.-assioriorius (Var. iii. b l. }, whcHjav -ishes much 
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Another interpretation preferred the elements to chap. 
the seasons, and the struggle of the green and blue 
was supposed to represent the conflict of the earth 
and- sea. Their respective victories announced 
either a plentiful harvest or a • prosperous naviga- 
tion, and the hostility of the husbandmen and 
mariners was somewhat less absurd than the blind 
ardour of the Homan people, who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
espoused. Such folly was disdained and indulged 
by the wisest princes ; but the names of Caligula, 

Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodus, Caracalla, and 
Elagabalus, were enrolled in the blue or green fac- 
tions of the circus : they frequented their stables, a t Rome, 
applauded their favourites, chastised their antago- 
nists, and deserved the esteem of the populace, by 
the natural or affected imitation of their manners. 

The bloody and tumultuous contest continued to 
disturb the public festivity, till the last age of the 
spectacles of Home ; and Theodoric, from a motive 
of justice or affection, interposed his authority to 
protect the greens against the violence of a consul 
and a patrician, who were passionately addicted to 
the blue faction of the circus'". 

Constantinople adopted the follies, though not -j | lry 
the virtues, of ancient Home; and the samefac- >™ > ('°u. 

st ammo- 

pie «h id 

wit and eloquence on this theatrical mystery. Of these colours, the 
three first may he fairly translated white, red, and green. I cactus is 
explained by cwr ulcus, a word various and vague : it is properly the 
sky reflected in the sea; hut custom and convenience may allow 
Hue as an equivalent (Robert. Stephan, sub voce. Spence’s Poly- 
metis, j). 228.). 

{ > See Omiphrius Pan\ inius de Liidis Circensibus, I. i. c. 10, 

1 ! . ; the xviith Annotation on Mascou’s History of the Germans ; 
and Aleman, ad c. vii. 
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PREFACE. 


I now discharge ray promise, and complete 
my design, of writing the History of the- 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, both 
in the West and the East. The whole period 
extends from the age of Trajan and the An- 
tonincs, to the taking of Constantinople by 
Mahomet the second; and includes a review 
of the Crusades, and the state of Rome during 
the middle ages. Since the publication of the 
first * volume, twelve years have elapsed ; twelve 
years, . according to my wish, “ of health, of 
" leisure, and of perseverance.” I may now con- 
gratulate my deliverance from a long and labo- 
rious service, and my satisfaction will be pure 
and perfect, if the public favour should be ex- 
tended to the conclusion of my work. 

Alluding to the quarto edition, in which size the work was 
originally published. 
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It was my first ■ intention to have collected, 
under one view, the numerous authors, of every 
age and language, from whom I have, derivelSk 
the materials of this history; and I am stilj* 
convinced that the j&md 

be more than compensated by real use. If I have 
renounced this idea, if I have declined an under- 
taking which had obtained the approbation of a 
master-artist*, my excuse may be found in the 
extreme difficulty of assigning a proper measure 
to such a catalogue. A naked list of names and 
editions would not be satisfactory either to myself 
or my readers : the characters of the principal 
p Authors of the Roman and Byzantine History 
: have been occasionally connected with the 
events which they describe ; a more copious and 
critical enquiry might indeed deserve, but it would 
demand, an elaborate yolume, which might swell 
: by degrees into 9, general library of historical 
writers. For the present I shall content myself . 
, with renewing my serious protestation, that I 
have always endeavoured to draw from the 
fountain-head; that my curiosity, as well as a 
$ense of duty, has always urged me to study 
i the originals ; , and that, if they have sometimes 
r .^uded iny search, I have carefully marked the 

See Dr. Robeftson's Prefaceto his Histoiy of America 
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secondary evidence, on whose faith a passage or 
a,fact were reduced to depend. 


I shall soon revisit the banks of the lake of 

>, -* ^ 'S* ■ 

LauMic, a eotinfrv whitli I have known and 
* 

loved from my early youth. Under a mild 


government, amidst a beauteous laudskip, in a 
life of leisure and independence, and among a 
people of easy and elegant manners, I have 
enjoyed, and may again hope to enjoy, the 
varied pleasures of retirement and society. 
But I shall ever glory in the nabie and cha- 
racter of an Englishman: I am 'proud- of my 
birth* in a free and enlightened country; and 
the ‘approbation of that country is the best and 
most honourable reward bf my labours.- Were 
I ambitious of any othe* patron -than the 
Public, I would inscribe this work to - a States- 
man, Who, in a long, a stormy, and at length 
an unfortunate administration, had many poli- 
tical opponents, almost without a personal 
enemy; who has retained, in his fall from 


power, many faithful and disinterested friends ; 
and who, under the pressure bf severe infir- 
mity, enjoys the lively vigour of his mind, 
• and the felicity of his incbmparable temper. 
Lord North will permit ' me to express the 
feelings of friendship in the language of truth : 
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but even truth and friendship should bei silent, 
if he still dispensed the favours of the crown. . 

Xu a remote solitude^jmiity m ay st ill whisper 
in my ear, that ffiy readers, perhaps^ - may 
enquire, whether, in the conclusion of the 
present work, I am now taking an everlasting 
farewell. They shall hear all that I know 
myself^ all that I could reveal to the most inti- 
mate friend. The motives of action or silence 
are now equally balanced ; nor can I pro- 
nounce in my most secret thoughts, on which 
side the scale will preponderate. I cannot 
dissemble that six ample quartos must, have 
tried, and may have exhausted, the indigence 
of the Public; that, in the repetition of similar 
attempts, a successful author has much more> 
to lose than he can hope to gain ; that I am , 
now descending into the vale of years ; , and 
that the most respectable of my countrymen, 
the merf whom I aspire to imitate, have re-, 
signed the pen of history about the same 
period of their lives. Yet I consider that the 
annals of anciept and modem times may afford 
many' rich and interesting subjects ; that I am 
still possessed of health and leisure ; that by the 
practice of writing, tome skill and facility must 
be acquired; and that, in the ardent pursuit of 
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truth and knowledge, I am not conscious of de- 
<*$■ To an active mind, indolence is more pain- 
'flu than labour; and the first months of my 
liberty will be occupied and jmused in the excur- 
sions , of curiosity and taste. By such temp- 
tations, I have been sometimes seduced from the 
rigid duty even of a pleasing and voluntary 
task: but my time will now be my own; and 
in the use or abuse of independence, I shall 
no longer fear my own reproaches or those of 
my friends. I am fairly entitled to a year of 
jubilee: next summer and the following winter 
will rapidly pass away ; and experience only can 
determine whether I shall still prefer the free- 
dom and variety of study to the design and 
composition of a regular work, which animates, 
while it confines, the daily application of the 
Author. Caprice and accident may influence 
my choice; but the dexterity of self-love will con- . 
trive to applaud cither active industry, or philoso- 
phic repose. 

Downing Street, 

May I, 1788. 
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P. S. I shall embrace this ■ opportunity of iii,-£r' 
traducing two verbal remarks, which hive fiot 
conveniently offered themselves to ijay : -notice. 

1. As often as I use the definition of beyond the 
Alpsj the Rhine, the Danube, &c. I generally" 
suppose myself at Rome, and afterwards at Con- 
stantinople ; without observing whether this rela- 
tive geography may agree with the local, but 
variable; situation of the reader, or the historian; 

. 2. In proper names of foreign, and especially of 
Oriental origin, it should be ! always our aim to 
express in‘ bur English version, a faithful -copy' of 
the original. But 'this rule, which is founded? on 
a just regard to uniformity and truth, must often 
be relaxed ; and the exceptions will be limited or 
enlarged by the custom of the language and the 
taste of the interpreter. Our alphabets may be 
often defective ; a harsh sound, an uncouth spell- 
ing, might offend the ear or the eye of our coun- 
trymen : and some words, notoriously corrupt, are 
fixed, and, as it were, naturalized in the vulgar 
. tongue. The prophet Mahommed can no longer 
be stripped of the famous, though improper, ap- 
- peHation of Mahomet : the well-known cities of 
^Aleppo, Damascus, and Cairo, would almost be 
lost in the strange descriptions of Haleb, Demashk, 
*iuid A1 Qihira : the titles and offices of the Otto- 
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man empire are fashioned by the practice of three 
hundred years ; and we are pleased to blend the 
’• three Chinese monosyllables, Con-fu-tzce, in the 
respectable name of Confucius, or even to adopt 
the Portuguese corruption of Mandarin. But 1 
would . vary the use of Zoroaster and Zerdusht, as 
I drew my information from Greece or Persia: 
since our connection with India, the genuine Tu 
inmir is restored to the throne of Tamerlane : our 
most correct writers have retrenched the ' AU the 
superfluous article, from the Koran ; and we escape 
an ambiguous termination, by adopting Moslem 
instead of Musulman, in the plural number. In 
these, .and in a thousand examples, the shades of 
distinction are often minute ; and I can feel, where 
I cannot, explain, the motives of my choice* 

Avthe epd.of the History, the reader will find a General 
Index to the whole Work, which hat. heen drawn up by a 
' person frequently employed in work> of ibis nature. 




TABLE OF CONTENTS 

OF THE 

SEVENTH VOLUME. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

Zeno and Anastasias , Emperors of the East , — Birth, Educa- 
tion, and first Exploits of Theodora ; the Ostrogoth, — His 
Invasion and Conquest of Italy.— The dot hie Kingdom 
of Italy. — State of the West. — Military and Cail do- 
s vernment. — The Senator Boethius . — Last Acts and Death of 
Thcodoric. 

A. D. Page 

455 — 475. BIRTH and Education of Theodoric *2 

474 — 491. The Reign of Zeno . 4 

491 — 518. The Reign of Anastasius 6 

475 — 488. Service and Revolt of Thcodoric . 7 

489. He undertakes the Conquest of Italy 9 

His March . . ,11 

489 — 490. The three Defeats of Odoacer 13 

493. His Capitulation and Death . 15 

493 — 526. Reign of Thcodoric, King of Italy . 16 

Partition of Lands . . . 17 

Separation of the Goths and Italians . 19 

Foreign Policy of Theodoric . ‘20 

His defensive Wars * 23 

509. His Naval Armaments 24 


• VOL. VJl. 



CONTENTS. 


vi 


A.D. Page 

Civil Government of Italy according to the Roman 
Laws .... .26 

Prosperity of Rome . . 29 , 

500. Visit of Theodoric . . . 30 

Flourishing State of Italy . . 33 

Theodoric an Arian . . .36 

His toleration of the Catholics . ib. 

Vices of his Government . . 38 

He is provoked to persecute the Catholics 4-0 

Character, Studies, and Honours, of Boethius 4-3 

His Patriotism 46 

He is accused of'Treason . . 4-7 

524. His Imprisonment and Death . 48 

525. Death of Symniachus . 50 

526. Remorse and Death of Theodoric . 51 


CHAP. XL. 

Elevation of Justin the Elder . — Reign of Justinian: — I. The 
Empress Theodora. — II. Factions of the Circus , and Sedi- 
tion of Constantinople — III. Trade and Manufacture of 
Silk. — IV. Finances and Taxes. — V. Edifices of Justinian . — 
Church of St. Sophia. —Fortifications and Frontiers of the 
Eastern Empire . — VI. Abolition of the Schools of Athens, 
and the Consulship of Rome. 


A.D. Page 

482. or 483. Birth of the Emperor Justinian 54 

518—527. Elevation and Reign of his Uncle Justin I. 56 
520 — 527. Adoption and Succession of Justinian 57 

527 | 565. The Reign of Justinian . . 61 

Character and Histories of Procopius ib. 

Division of the Reign of Justinian . 64 

Birth and Vices of the Empress Theodora ih. 

Her Marriage with Justinian 68 

Her Tyranny . 71 

Her Virtues . ,73 

548. And Death . ,75 



CONTENTS. v » 

A. D. i*agc 

The Factions of the Circus . . .76 

At Rome . . .77 

They distract Constantinople and the East . ib. 

Justinian favours the Blues . 7y 

532. Sedition of Constantinople, sqrnamcd Nika . 81 

The Distress of Justinian . . 84 

Firmness of Theodora . . SG 

The Sedition is suppressed . .87 

Agriculture and Manufactures of t he Eastern Empire 88 
The Use of Silk by the Romans . 90 

Importation from China by Lund and Sea 93 

Introduction of Silk-worms into (’■recce 97 

State of the Revenue . .101 

Avarice and Profusion of Justinian . . 102 

Pernicious Savings . . . .103 

Remittances . . .104 

Taxes ..... 105 

Monopolies . IOG 

Venality . . .107 

Testaments ..... ios 

The Ministers of Justinian . 109 

John of Cappadocia . . .110 

His Edifices and Architects . . .113 

Foundation of the Church of St. Sophia 1 Hi 

Description . . . . .118 

Marbles . . . .120 

Riches . . . . .121 

Churches and Palaces .122 

Fortifications of Europe ... .125 

Security of Asia after the Conquest of Isauria 1 29 

Fortifications of the Empire, from the Euxine 

to the Persian Frontier . .133 

488. Death of Perozes, King of Persia . J3G 

502 — 505. The Persian War . . .138 

Fortifications of Dara . . .139 

The Caspian or Iberian Gates , . .140 

The Schools of Athens . . . 1 

. They are suppressed by Justinian .148 

Proclus . . .149 



CONTENTS. 


A. D. P*gc- 

485—529. His Successors . . . .150 

The last of the Philosophers . . 1 ; 51 

541. The Roman Consulship extinguished by Justinian 152 


CHAP. XLI. 

Conquests of Justinian in the West Character and first Cam - 

paigns of Belisarius. — He invades and subdues the Vandal 
Kingdom of Africa.— His Triumph. — The Gothic War . — 
He recovers Sicily, Naples , and Rome.— Siege of Rome by 
the Goths. — Their Retreat and Losses. — Surrender of 
Ravenna . — Glory of Belisarius . — His domestic Shame and 
Misfortunes. 


A. D. Page. 

533. Justinian resolves to invade Africa . .155 

523 — 530. State of the Vandals. Hilderic . 156 

530— 534. Gelimer . . . .157 

Debates on the African War . .159 

Character and Ciioicc of Belisarius . . 161 

529— 532. His Services in the Persian War . 162 

533. Preparations for the African War . .164 

Departure of the Fleet . .167 

Belisarius lands on the Coast of Africa . 171 

Defeats the Vandals in a first Battle . 174 

Reduction of Carthage . . .177 

Final Defeat of Gelimer and the Vandals . 181 

534. Conquest of Africa by Belisarius . .186 

Distress and Captivity of Gelimer . .189 

Return and Triumph of Belisarius . . 193 

535. His sole Consulship .... 195 

End of Gelimer and the Vandals . , . 196 

Manners and Defeat of the Moors . . 198 

Neutrality of the Visigoths . . . 202 

550— 620. Conquests of the Romans in Spain 203 

534. Belisarius threatens the Ostrogoths in Italy . 204 

522— 534. Government and Death of Amalasontha, 

Queen of Italy . . . 206 



CONTENTS. 


A. D. Page 

535. Her Exile and Death .... 210 

Belisarius invades and subdues Sicily . ib. 

5?>4— 536. Reign and Weakness of Theodatus, the Gothic 

King of Italy . . .214 

537. Belisarius invades Italy, and reduces Naples . 217 

536— 540. Vitiges, King of Italy* . . . 221 

536. Belisarius enters Rome . . . 224 

537. Siege of Rome by the Goths . . . ib. 

Valour of Belisarius .... 227 

His Defence of Rome .... ib. 
Repulses a genera] Assault of the Goths . 231 

His Sallies ..... 233 

Distress of the City . . . 235 

Exile of Pope Sylverius . . . 238 

Deliverance of the City . . 23!) 

Belisarius recovers many Cities of Italy . 21-2 

538. The Goths raise the Siege of Rome . . 213 

Lose Rimini ..... 245 

Retire to Ravenna .... 246 

Jealousy of the Roman Generals . . ib. 

Death of Constantine . . 2 1*7 

The Eunuch N arses . . . il>. 

Firmness and Authority of Belisarius . . 248 

538. 539. Invasion of Italy by the Franks . . 24!) 

Destruction of Milan .... 2 50 

Belisarius besieges Ravenna . . . 253 

539. Subdues the Gothic Kingdom of Italy . . 256 

Captivity of Vitiges .... 257 

540. Return and Glory of Belisarius . . ib. 

Secret History of his Wife Antonina . . 261 

Her Lover Theodosius . . . 262 

Resentment of Belisarius and her Son Photius 264 
Persecution of her Son .... 266 

Disgrace and Submission of Belisarius . 267 



CONTENTS. 


CHAP. XLII. 

State of the' Barbaric Worfd. — Establishment of the Lombards 
on the Danube . — Tribes and Inroads of the Sclavonians . — 
Origin , Empire, and Embassies of the Turks. — The Flight 
of the Avars . — Chosrues I. or Nushirvan King of Persia.— 
Uis prosperous Reign and Wars with the Romans.— The 
Colchian or Lazic War. — The ^Ethiopians. 

A. D. Page 

527 — 565. Weakness of the Empire of Justinian 210 

State of the Barbarians . . 273 

The Gcpiike . . . . .274 

The Lombards . . * . ib. 

The Sclavonians .... 211 

Their Inroads . . • .281 

545. Origin and Monarchy of ihe Turks in Asia . 284 

The Avars fly before the Turks, and approach 

the Empire .... 289 

558. Their Embassy to Constantinople . .291 

569— 582. Embassies of the Turks and Romans 293 

500 — 530. State of Persia . • . 297 

531 — 579. Reign of Nushirvan, or Chosroes . 300 

His Love of Learning . . 303 

533 j39. Peace and War with the Romans 307 

540. He invades Syria . . . .311 

And ruins Antioch . . . .312 

541. Defence of the East by Belisarius . 315 

Description of Colchos, Lazica, or Mingrelia 318 
Manners of the Natives . . . 322 

Revolutions of Colchos . . . 325 

Under the Persians, before Christ, 500 . ib. 

Under the Romans, before Christ, 60 . 326 

130. Visit of Arrian .... 327 

522. Conversion of the Lazi . * 328 

542—549. Revolt and Repentance of the Colchians ib. 
549— 551. Siege of Petra . , . .331 



CONTENTS. 


w 

Page 


549 — 556. The Colchian or Lazic War 334 

540 — 56 J. Negotiations and Treaties between Justinian 

and Chosroes . . . .33 7 

522. Conquests of the Abyssinians • . 34*0 

533. Their Alliance with Justinian 343 


CHAP. XL11I. 

Rebellions of Africa. — Restoration of the Gothic Kingdom hy 
Totila. — Loss and Recovery of Rome .—Final Conquest of 
Italy by Narses. — Extinction of the Ostrogoths. — Defeat of 
the Franks and Alcmanni . — Last Victory , Disgrace , and 
Death of Belisarius . — Death and Character of Justinian.— 
Comets , Earthquakes, and Plague . 


A. I). Page 

535 — 545. The Troubles of Africa . 346 

5 43 — 558. Rebellion of the Moors . 3 51 

540. Revolt of the Goths .... 353 

541 — 54 1. Victories of Totila, King of Italy . 355 

Contrast of Greek Vice and Gothic Virtue . 357 

544 — 548. Second Command of Belisarius in Italy 360 

546. Rome besieged by the Goths . 362 

Attempt of Belisarius . 364 

Rome taken by the Goths . . 366‘ 

547. Recovered by Belisarius . , 370 

548. Final Recal of Belisarius . . . 372 

549. Rome again taken by the Goths . . 375 

549 — 551. Preparations of Justinian for the Gothic War 37 8 
352. Character and Expedition of the Eunuch Narses 381 

Defeat and Death of Totila . . 384 

Conquest of Rome by Narses . . 388 

553. Defeat and Death of Teias, the last King of the 

Goths ..... 389 

Invasion of Italy by the Franks and Alemamii 393 

554. Defeat of the Franks and Alcmanni by Narses 365 

554 — 568. Settlement of Italy , , 398 



CONTENTS. 


a. a 

Page 

539, Invasion of the Bulgarians 

101 

Last Victory of Bel i sari us 

. 4<j:> 

561. His Disgrace and Death 

. 405 

565, Death and Character of Justinian 

. 409 

531 — 539. Comets , . 

. 412 

Earthquakes 

. 415 

542. Plague — its Origin and Nature . 

. 418 

542—594. Extent and Duration 

. 422 




HIST 0*R Y 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

or THE 


ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

Zeno and Anastasias, Emperors of the East — Birth, 
Education , and first Exploits of Theodor ic the Os- 
trogoth, — His Invasion and Conquest of Italy.— The 
Gothic Kingdom of Italy.— State of the West —Mili- 
tary and Civil Government. — The Senator Boethius . 

— Last Acts and Death of Theodor ic. 

After the fall of the Roman Empire in chap. 
the West, an interval of fifty years, till the 
memorable reign of Justinian, is faintly marked 
by the obscure names and imperfect annals of 
Zeno, Anastasius, and Justin, who successively 
ascended the throne of Constantinople. During 
the same period, Italy revived and flourished under 
the government of a Gothic king, who might 
VOL. vii. n 


2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, have deserved a statue ameng the best and bravest 
of the ancient Romans. 

Birth and Thcodoric the Ostrogoth, the fourteenth in li- 
ofThco" neal descent of the royal line of the Amali 1 2 , was 
don c b born in the neighbourhood of Vienna® two years 
455—475. after the death of Attila. A recent victory had 
restored the independence of the Ostrogoths ; and 
the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and Wi- 
dimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
counsels, had separately pitched their habitations 
in the fertile though desolate province of Pannonia. 
The Huns still threatened their revolted subjects, 
but their hasty attack was repelled by the single 
forces of Walamir, and the news of his victory 
reached the distant camp of his brother in the 
same auspicious moment that the favourite concu- 
bine of Theodemir was delivered of a son and heir. 
In the eighth year of his age, Theodoric was re- 
luctantly yielded by his father to the public in- 
terest, as the pledge of an alliance which .Leo, 
emperor of the East, had consented to purchase 
by an annual subsidy of three hundred pounds of 
gold. The royal hostage was educated at Con- 

1 Jomantles (de Rebus Geticis, c. 13, 14. p.629, 630. edit. Grot.) 
has drawn the pedigree of Theodoric from Gapt, one of the Anses 
or Demi-gods, who lived about the time of Domitian. Cassiodorius, 
the first who celebrates the royal race of the Amali (Variar. viii. 5. 
ix. 25. x. 2. xi; 1.), reckons the grandson of Theodoric as the xviith 
in descent. Peringsciold (the Swedish commentator of Cochloeus, 
Vit. Theodoric. p. 271> &c. Stockholm, 1C99.) labours to connect 
this genealogy with the legends or traditions of his native country. 

2 More correctly on the banks of the lakePelso (Nieusicdler-see) 
near Carnuntum, almost on the same spot where Marcus Anto- 
ninus composed his meditations (Jomandes, c. 52. p. 659. Severin. 
Pannonia lllustrata, p. 22. Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. i. p. 
350.). 
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stantinople with care and tenderness. His body chap. 
was formed to all the exercises of war, his mind 
was expanded by the habits of liberal conversa- 
tion ; he frequented the schools of the most skilful 
masters; but he disdained or .neglected the arts of 
Greece, and so ignorant did he always remain of 
the first elements of science, that a rude mark was 
contrived to represent the signature of the illiterate 
king of Italy As soon as he had a trained the age 
of eighteen, he was restored to the wishes of the 
Ostrogoths, whom the emperor aspired to gain by 
liberality and confidence. Walamir had fallen in 
battle; the youngest of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of Bar- 
barians, and the whole nation , acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocious 
subjects admired the strength and stature of their 
young prince 3 4 ; and he soon convinced them that 
he had not degenerated from the valour of his an- 
cestors. At the head of six thousand volunteers, 
he secretly left the camp in quest of adventures, 
descended the Danube as far as Singidunum or 
Belgrade, and soon returned to his father with 
the spoils of a Sarmatian king whom he had van- 

3 The four first letters of his name (©eoa) were inscribed on a 
gold plate, and when it was fixed on the paper, the king drew his 
pen through the intervals (Anonym. Valesian. ad ealeem Auim. 

Marcellin, p. 725?.). This authentic fact, with the testimony of 
Procopius, or at least of the contemporary Goths (Gothic. 1. i. c. £?. 
p. 311.), far outweighs the vague praises of Ennodius (Sinnond. 

Opera, tom. i.p. 159(>.) and Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 112.). 

4 Statura est quae resignet proceritate regnantcin (Ennodius, p. 

1614.). The bishop of Pavia (I mean the ecclesiastic who wished 
to be a bishop) then proceeds to celebrate the complexion, eyes, 
band*, Ac. of his sovereign. 
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quished and slain. Such triumphs, however, were 
productive only of fame, and the invincible Os- 
trogoths were reduced to extreme distress by the 
want of clothing and food. They unanimously 
resolved to desert their Pannonian encampments, 
and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine court, which al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury so many 
bands of confederate Goths. After proving by 
some acts of hostility that they could be danger- 
ous, or at least troublesome enemies, the Ostro- 
gpths sold at a high price their reconciliation and 
fidelity, accepted a donative of lands and money, 
and were entrusted with the defence of the lower 
Danube, under the command of Theodoric, who 
succeeded after his father’s death to the heredi- 
tary throne of the Amali'’. 

An hero, descended from a race of kings, must 
have despised the base Isaurian who was invested 
with the Roman purple, without any endowments 
of mind' or body, without any advantages of royal 
birth, or superior qualifications. After the failure 
of the Theodosian line, the choice of Pulcheria 
and of the senate might be justified in some mea- 
sure by the characters of Martian and Leo, but 
the latter of these princes confirmed and disho- 
noured his reign by the perfidious murder of 
Aspar and his sons, who too rigorously exacted 
the debt of gratitude and obedience. The in- 
heritance of Leo and of the East was peaceably 


s The state of the Ostrogoths, and the first yqm of Theodoric are 
fojjnd in Jornandes (c. 52—56. p. 689—696.) and Malchus (Excerpt, 
ut. p. 78 — 80.), who erroneously styles him the son ofWalamir. 
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devolved on his infant grandson, the son of his 
daughter Ariadne ; and her Isaurian husband, the 
fortunate Trascalisseus, exchanged that barbarous 
sound for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the decease of the elder Leo, "lie approached with 
-unnatural respect the throne of his son, humbly 
received, as a gift, the second rank in the empire, 
and soon excited the public suspicion on the sudden 
and premature death of his young colleague, whose 
life could no longer promote the success of his 
ambition. But the palace of Constantinople was 
ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 
passions : and Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a sentence of 
deposition against the worthless and ungrateful 
servant on whom she alone had bestowed the scep- 
tre of the East 0 . As soon as she sounded a revolt 
in the ears of Zeno, he fled with precipitation into 
the mountains of Isauria, and her brother Basilis- 
cus, already infamous by his African expedition 7 , 
was unanimously proclaimed by die servile senate. 
But the reign of the usurper was short and turbu- 
lent. Basiliscus presumed to assassinate the lover 
of his sister; .he dared to offend the lover of his 
wife, the vain and insolent Harmatius, who, in 
the midst of Asiatic luxury, affected the dress, the 
demeanour, and the surname of Achilles'*. By 
the conspiracy of the malecontcnts, Zeno was re- 

6 Theophanes (p. 111.) inserts a copy of her sacred letters to the 
provinces : f$*e on #ourAoov ijjUiTfpw if* ... xai in mpo^t/pij^a/u^x 

TfdtrcaAJwittuov, &c. Such female pretensions would have 
astonished the slaves of the first Cicsars. 

7 VoLvi. p. 201~-204< 

8 SuidSs, tom. i. p. 332, 3 33. edit. Kuster. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

XXXIX. 


Of Anas- 
tasius, 

A. D. 
491— 518. 
April 11 . 
July 8. 


called from exile ; the armies, the capital, the per- 
son of Basiliscus, were betrayed ; and his whole 
family was condemned to the long agony of cold 
and hunger by the inhuman conqueror, who 
wanted courage to “encounter or to forgive his 
enemies. The haughty spirit of V erina was still 
incapable of submission or repose. She provoked 
the enmity of a favourite general, embraced his 
cause as soon as he was disgraced, created a new 
emperor in Syria and Egypt, raised an army of 
seventy thousand men, and persisted to the last 
moment of her life in a fruitless rebellion, which, 
according to the fashion of the age, had been pre- 
dicted by Christian hermits and Pagan magicians. 
While the East was afflicted by the passions of 
Verina, her daughter Ariadne was distinguished 
by the female virtues of mildness and fidelity ; she 
followed her husband in his exile, and after his 
restoration she implored his clemency in favour of 
her mother. On the decease of Zeno, Anadne, 
the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an 
emperois gave her hand and the Imperial title to 
Anastasius, an aged domestic of the palace, who 
survived his elevation above twenty-seven years, 
and whose character is attested by the acclama- 
tion of the people, “ Reign as you have lived 9 !" 


0 The contemporary histories of Malchus and Candidus are lost; 
but some extracts or fragments have been saved by Photius (lxxviii. 
Ixxix. p. 100 — 102 .), Constantine Porphyrogenitus (Excerpt. Leg. 
p. 78—97.), and in various articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The 
Chronicle of 'Marcellinus (Imago Histor is) are originals for'the 
reigns of Zeno and Anastasius ; and I must acknowledge, almost 
for the last time, my obligations to the largeand accurate collections 
of Tillemoht (Hist desEipp. tom* vU p. 478—652.). 
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Whatever fear or affection could bestow, was -j^xix 
profusely lavished by Zeno on the king of the Os- 
trogoths ; the rank of patrician and consul, the aml rcvolt 
command of the Palatine troops, an equestrian ofTheo- 
statue, a treasure in gold and-silver of many thou- a^d. 
..sand pounds, the name of son, and the promise of 47A— 488- 
a rich and honourable wife. As long as Thco- 
doric condescended to serve, he supported with 
courage and fidelity the cause of his benefactor : 
his rapid march contributed to the restoration of 
Zeno ; and in the second revolt, the Walamirs, as 
they were called, pursued and pressed the Asiatic 
rebels, till they left an easy victory to the Imperial 
troops 10 . But the faithful servant was suddenly 
converted into a formidable enemy, who spread 
the flames of war from Constantinople to the 
Adriatic; many flourishing cities were reduced 
to ashes, and the agriculture of Thrace was almost 
extirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, 
who deprived their captive peasants of the right 
hand that guided the plough 11 . On such occa- 
sions, Theodoric sustained the loud and specious 
reproach of disloyalty, of ingratitude, and of in- 
satiate avarice, which could be only excused by 
the hard necessity of his situation. He reigned. 


10 In ipsis congrea&ionis tuae foribus cessit invasor, cum profugo 
per te sceptra redderentur de salute dubitanti. En nodi us then pro- 
ceeds (p. 1596 , 1597. tom. i. Sirmond.) to transport his hero (on a 
flying dragon?) into ./Ethiopia, beyond the tropic of Cancer. The 
evidence of iheValesian Fragment(p. 7I7.)»Liberatus (Brev. Eutych. 
c. 25. p. 118.),andTheophanfe9 (p. il2.), is more sober and rational. 

J1 This cruel practice is specially imputed to the Trianon Goths, 
less barbarous, as it should seem, than, the JValamirs : but the son 
of Theodeinir is chained with the ruin of many Koinan cities 
(Malchus, Except. Leg. p. 95 .). 
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xxxrx not as monarc h, but as the minister of a fero- 
cious people, whose spirit was unbroken by sla- 
' very, and impatient of real or imaginary insults. 
Their poverty was incurable ; since the most 
liberal donatives were soon dissipated in wasteful 
luxury, and the most fertile estates became bar-, 
ren in their hands ; they despised, but they en- 
vied, the laborious provincials ; and when their 
subsistence had failed, the Ostrogoths embraced 
the familiar resources of war and rapine. It had 
been the wish of Theodoric (such at least was his 
declaration), to lead a peaceful, obscure, obe- 
dient life, on the confines of Scythia, till the 
Byzantine court, by splendid and fallacious pro- 
mises, seduced him to attack a confederate tribe 
of Goths, who had been engaged in the party of 
Basiliscus. He marched from his station in Maesia, 
on the solemn assurance that before he reached 
Adrianople, he should meet a plentiful convoy 
of provisions, and a reinforcement of eight thou- 
sand horse and thirty thousand foot, while the 
legions of Asia were encamped at Heraclea to 
second his operations. These measures were dis- 
appointed by' mutual jealousy. As he advanced 
into Thrace, the son of Theodemir found an in- 
hospitable solitude, and his Gothic followers, with 
oil heavy train of horses, of mules, and of wag- 
gons, were betrayed by their guides among the 
rocks and precipices of Mount Sondis, where he 
was assaultedhythe. arms and invectives of Thco- 
/ done the son of Triarras. Front a neighbouring 
Height, his artful rival harangued the camp of 
y$|te branded their Inkier with the 
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opprobrious names of child, of madman, of per- 
jured traitor, the enemy of his blood and nation. 
“'Arc you ignorant,” exclaimed the son of Tri- 
arius, “ that it is the constant policy of the Ro- 
“ mans to destroy the Goths by each others 
“ swords ? Are you insensible that the victor in 
“ this unnatural contest will be exposed, and 
“justly exposed, to their implacable revenge? 
“ Where are those warriors, 'my kinsmen and thy 
“ own, whose widows now lament that their lives 
“ were sacrificed to thy rash ambition ? Where 
“ is the wealth which thy soldiers possessed when 
“ they were first allured from their native homes 
“ to inlist under thy standard ? Each of them 
“ was then master of three or four horses; they 
“ now follow thee on foot like slaves, through the 
“ deserts of Thrace ; those men who were tempted 
“ by the hope of measuring gold with a bushel, 
“ those brave men who are as free and as noble as 
“ thyself.” A language so well suited to the tem- 
per of the Goths, excited clamour and discontent ; 
and the son of Theodemir, apprehensive of being 
left alone, was compelled to embrace his bre- 
thren, and to imitate the example of Roman 
perfidy IS . 

In every state of his fortune, the prudence and 
firmness of Theodoric were equally conspicuous; 

12 Jornandes (c. 56, 57. p. 696 .) displays the services of Theo- 
doric, confesses his rewards, but dissembles his revolt, of which 
such curious details have been preserved by Malchus (Exceq)t. 
Legat p. 78 — 970- Marcellinus, "a domestic of Ju9tiithu^ under 
whose ivth consulship (A. D. 534.) he composed his Chronicle 
(Scaliger, Thesaurus Tcinporum, P. ii. p. 34 — -57-)» betrays his 
prejudice and passion : in Grasciam debacchautem . - . Xenon is mu- 
nificcntift pene p&eltfcus . . . beneficiis nunquam satiatUf. 8ter 
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CHAP, whether he threatened Constantinople at the head 

"XXXIX * 1 

of the confederate Goths, or retreated with a 
faithful band to the mountains and sea-coast of 
Epirus. At length the accidental death of the 
eon of Triarius 13 destroyed the balance which the 
Romans had been so anxious to preserve, the 
whole nation acknowledged the supremacy of the 
Amali, and the Byzantine court subscribed an 
ignominious and oppressive treaty 14 . The senate 
had already declared, that it was necessary to 
choose a party among the Goths, since the public 
was unequal to the support of their united forces ; 
a subsidy of two thousand pounds of gold, with 
the ample pay of thirteen thousand men, were re- 
quired for the least considerable of their armies 1S ; 
and the Isaurians, who guarded not the empire 
but the emperor, enjoyed, besides the privilege of 
rapine, an annual pension of five thousand pounds. 
The sagacious mind of Theodoric soon perceived 
that he was odious to the Romans, and suspected 
by the Barbarians; he understood the popular 
murmur, that his subjects were exposed in their 
frozen huts to intolerable hardships, while their 
king was dissolved in the luxury of Greece, and 
he prevented the painful alternative of encounter- 
ing the Goths, as the champion, or of leading 
them to the field as the enemy, or Zeno. Em- 
bracing an enterprise worthy of his courage and 

15 As he was riding in his own camp, an unruly horse threw 
him against the point of a spear which hung before a tent, or was 
fixed on a waggon (Marcellin. in Chron. Evagrius, 1. iii. c- 25.). 

l * See Malchus (p. Ql.) and Evagrius (1. iii. c. 35.). 

16 Malchus, p. 85 . In a single action, which was decided by 
the skill and discipline of Sabinia^, Theodoric could lose 5000 men. 
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ambition, Theodoric addressed the emperor in the chap. 

A Y V Y I V 

following words: “Although your servant is ■ 

“ maintained in affluence by your liberality, gra- 
“ ciously listen to the wishes of my heart ! Italy, 

“ the inheritance of your predecessors, and Rome 
•“ itself, the head and mistress of the world, now 
“ fluctuate under the violence and oppression of 
“ Odoacer the mercenary. Direct me, with my 
“ national troops, to march against the tyrant. 

“ If I fall, you will be relieved from an expensive 
“ and troublesome friend : if, with the Divine . 

“ permission, I succeed, I shall govern in your 
“ name, and to your glory, the Roman senate, 

“ and the part of the republic delivered from 
“ slavery by my victorious arms ” The proposal 
of Theodoric was accepted, and perhaps had been 
suggested, by the Byzantine court. But the 
forms of the commission or grant, appear to have 
been expressed with a prudent ambiguity, which 
might be explained by the event ; and it was left 
doubtful, whether the conqueror of Italy should 
reign as the lieutenant, the vassal, or the ally of 
the emperor of the East 1(i . 

The reputation both of the leader and of the His march, 
war diffused an universal ardour ; the Walamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic swarms already en- 
gaged in the service, or seated in the provinces, of 
the empire; and each bold Barbarian, who had 
heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 
patient to seek, through the most perilous adven- 

16 Jornandes (c. 57. p. 696 , 697.) has abridged the great history 
of Cassiodorius. See, compare, and reconcile, Procopius (Gothic. 

1- i. c. i.), the Valesian Fragment (p. 718.), Theophaner (p. 113.), 
and Mareellinus (in Chron.). 
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tures, the possession of such enchanting objects. 
Hie march of Theodoric must be considered as the 
emigration of an entire people; the wives and 
children of the Goths, their aged parents, and 
most precious effects, were carefully transported ; 
and some idea may be formed of the heavy bag- 
gage that noW followed the camp, by the loss of 
two thousand waggons, which had been sustained 
in a single action in the war of Epirus. For their 
subsistence, the Goths depended on the magazines 
of corn which was ground in portable mills by the 
hands of their women ; on the milk and flesh of 
their flocks and herds ; on the casual produce of 
the chace, and upon the contributions which they 
might impose* on all who should presume to dis- 
pute the passage, or to refuse their friendly 
assistance. Notwithstanding these precautions, 
they were exposed to the danger, and almost 
to the distress of famine, in a mafeh of seven 
hundred miles, which had been undertaken in the 
depth of a rigorous winter. Since the fall of the 
Homan power, Dacia and Pannonia no longer ex- 
Iribited the rich prospect of populous cities, well 
cultivated fields, and convenient highways: the 
reign of barbarism and desolation was restored, and 
the tribes of Bulgarians, Gepidae, and Sarmatians, 
who had occupied the vacant province, were 
prompted by their native fierceness, or the solicita- 
tions of Odoacer, to resist the progress of his ene- 
my. In many obscure though bloody battles, Theo- 
doric fought and vanquished ; till at length, sur- 
mounting every obstacle by skilful conduct and 
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persevering courage, he descended from the Julian chap. 
Alps, aud displayed his invincible banners on the 
confines of Italy 17 . 

Odoacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, had The three 
already occupied the advantageous and well-known eMoacerf 
post of the river Sontius near the ruins of Aqui- 
lcia, at the head of a powerful host, whose indepen- Sept. 27’; 
dent kings 1 " or leaders disdained the duties of 
subordination and the prudence of delays. No 
sooner had Theodoric granted a short repose and 
refreshment to his wearied cavalry, than he boldly 
attacked the fortifications of the enemy ; the Os- 
trogoths shewed more ardour to acquire, than the 
mercenaries to defend, the lands of Italy ; and the 
reward of the first victory was the possession of the 
Venetian province as far as the walls of Verona. 

In the neighbourhood of that city, on the steep 
banks of the rapid Adige, he was opposed by a new 
army reinforced in its numbers, and not impaired 
in its courage : the contest was more obstinate, but 
the event was still more decisive.; Odoacer fled to 
Ravenna, Theodoric advanced to Milan, and the 
vanquished troops saluted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of respect and 'fidelity. But their 
want either of constancy or of faith, soon exposed 
him to the most imminent danger ; his vanguard, 
with several Gothic counts, which had been rashly 


*7 Thcodoric’s inarch is supplied and illustrated by Ennodius 
(p. — 1602.), when the bombast of the oration is translated 

into the language of common sense. 

la Tot reges, &c. (Ennodius, p. l602.)* We must recollect how 
much the royal title was multiplied and degraded, and that the mer- 
cenaries of Italy were the fragments of many tribes and nations. 
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CHAP, entrusted to a deserter, was betrayed and de- 
XXXIX. gtroyed near Faenza by his double treachery; 

Odoacer again appeared master of the field, and 
the invader, strongly entrenched in his camp of 
Pavia, was reduced io solicit the aid of a kindred 
nation, the Visigoths of Gaul. In the course of 
this history, the most voracious appetite for war 
will be abundantly satiated; nor can I much 
lament that our dark and imperfect materials do 
not afford a more ample narrative of the distress 
of Italy, and of tbe fierce conflict, which was 
finally decided by the abilities, experience, and 
valour of the Gothic king. Immediately before 
the battle of Verona, he visited the tent of his 
mother 1 ’ and sister, and requested, that on a day, 
the most illustrious festival of his life, they would 
adorn him with the rich garments which they 
had worked with their own hands. “ Our glory,” 
said he, “ is mutual and inseparable. You are 
“ known to the world as the mother of Tlieo- 
“ doric; and it becomes me to prove, that I am the 
“ genuine offspring of those heroes from whom 
“ I claim my descent.” The wife or concubine 
of Theodcmir was inspired with the spirit of the 
German matrons, who esteemed tlicir sons ho- 
nour far above their safety ; and it i3 reported, 
that in a desperate action, when Tlieodoric him- 
self was hurried along by the torrent of a flying 
crowd, she boldly met them at the entrance 


*9 See Ennodius, p. 1()03, 1()04. Since the orator, in the king’s 
presence, could mention and praise his mother, we may conclude 
that the magnanimity of Theodoric was not hurt by the vulgar re- 
proaches of concubine and bastard. 
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of the camp, and, by .her generous reproaches, drove ^xvix 
them back on the swords of the enemy "". 

From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conquest : the and death. 
Vandal ambassadors surrendered the island of Si- March's 3 
eily, as a lawful appendage of his kingdom; and he 
was accepted as the deliverer of Rome by the senate 
and people, who had shut their gates against the 
flying usurper 21 . Ravenna alone, secure in the for- 
tifications of art and nature, still sustained a siege 
of almost three years; and the daring sallies of Odo- 
acer carried slaughter and dismay into the Gothic 
camp. At length, destitute of provisions and hope- 
less of relief, that unfortunate monarch yielded to 
the groans of his subjects and the clamours of his 
soldiers. A treaty of peace was negociated by the 
bishop of Ravenna; the Ostrogoths were admitted 
into the city, and the hostile kings consented, un- 
der the sanction of an oath, to rule with equal and 
undivided authority the provinces of Italy. The 
event of such an agreement may be easily fore- 
seen. After some days had been devoted to the 
semblance of joy and friendship, Odoacer, in the 
midst of a solemn banquet, was stabbed by the 
hand, or at least by the command** of his rival. 

Secret and effectual orders had been previously 


20 This anecdote is related on the modern hut respectable autho- • 
rity of Sigonius (Op. tom. i. p. . r »80. Dc Occident. Imp. J- \v.) : 
his words arc curious — “ Would you return?” &c. She presented, 
and almost displayed the original recess. 

21 Hist. Miscell.L xv. a Roman history from Janus to the ixth 
century', an Epitome of Eutropius, PanlusDiaconus, and Thcopha- 
nes, which Muratori has published from a MS. in the Ambrosian 
library (Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. i. p. 100.). 
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di$p&tched; the faithless and rapacious mercenaries, 
at the same moment, and without resistance, were 
universally massacred ; and the royalty of Theo- 
doric was proclaimed by the Goths, with the tardy, 
reluctant, ambiguous consent of the emperor of the 
East. The design of a conspiracy was imputed, 
according to the usual forms, to the prostrate tyrant; 
but his innocence, and the guilt of his conqueror ”, 
arc sufficiently proved by the advantageous treaty 
which force would not sincerely have granted, nor 
weakness have rashly infringed. The jealousy of 
power, and the mischiefs of discord, may suggest a 
more decent apology, and a sentence less rigorous 
may be pronounced against a crime which was ne- 
cessary to introduce into Italy a generation of public 
felicity. The living author of this felicity was au- 
daciously praised in his own presence by sacred and 
profane orators 23 ; but history (in his time she was 
mute and inglorious) has not left any just repre- 
sentation of the events which displayed, or of the 
defects which clouded, the virtues of Theodoric ®*. 


22 Procopius (Gothic. J. i. c. i.) approves himself an impartial 
sceptic j < paert .... 8oA.egtfj r^oTnp cxteivc. Cassiodorius (in Chron.) 
and Ennndius (p. 1604.) are loyal and credulous, and the testimony 
of the Valesian Fragment (p. 718.) may justify their belief. Mar- 
cellinus spit9 the venom of a Greek subject— peijuriis illectus, inter- 
fectusque est (in Chron.). 

23 The sonorous and servile oration of Ennodius was pronounced 
at Milan or Ravenna in the years 507 or 508 (Sirmond, tom. i. 
p. 1615.). Two or three years afterwards, the orator was rewarded 
with the bishoprick of Pavia, which he held dll his death in the 
year 521. (Dupin. Bibliot. Eccles. tom. v. p. 11—14. See Saxii 
Onomasticon, tom. ii. p. 12.)'. 

24 Our best materials are occasional hints from Procopius and the 
Valesian Fragment, which was discovered by Sirmond, and is pub- 
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One record of his fame, the volume of public chap. 
epistles composed by Cassiodorius in the royal 
name is still extant, and has obtained more im- 
plicit credit than it seems to deserve"’. They 
exhibit the forms, rather than the substance, of 
his government ; and we should vainly search for 
the pure and spontaneous sentiments of the Bar- 
barian amidst the declamation and learning of a 
sophist, the wishes of a Roman senator, the prece- 
dents of office, and the vague professions, which, 
in every court and on every occasion, compose 
the language of discreet ministers. The reputa- 
tion of Tlieodoric may repose with more confi- 
dence on the visible peace and prosperity of a 
reign of thirty-three years ; the unanimous esteem 
of his own times, and the memory of his wisdom 
and courage, his justice and humanity, which was 
deeply impressed on the minds of the Goths and 
Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Partition 
Theodorie assigned the third part to his soldiers, ot lands 
is honourably arraigned as the sole injustice of his 
life. And even this act may be fairly justified by 
the example of Odoacer, the rights of conquest, 

lished at the end of Ammiaiius Marcel linns. The author's name is 
unknown, and his style is barbarous ; but in his various facts he ex- 
hibits the knowledge, without the passions, of a contemporary. The 
president Montesquieu had formed the plan of an history of Tlieo- 
doric, which at a distance might appear a rich and interesting subject. 

s5 The best edition of the Variorum Libri xii. is that of Joh. Gar- 
retius (Rotomagi, 1679 > hi Opp. Cassiodor. 2 vol. in fob) ; but they 
deserved and required such an editor as the marquis Seipio Mallei, 
who thought of publishing them at Verona. 'The Barbara Ele- 
ganza (as it is ingeniously named by Tiraboschi) is never simple, 
and seldom perspicuous, 
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('HAP. the true interest of the Italians, and the sacred 
XXXIX: of subsisting a whole people, who, on the 

faith 0 f his promises, had transported themselves 
into a distant land 20 . Under the reign of Theo- 
doric, and in the 'happy climate of Italy, the 
Goths soon multiplied to 9 formidable host of two 
hundred thousand men 27 , and the whole amount 
of their families may be computed by the ordi- 
nary addition 'of women and children. Their 
invasion of property, a part of which must have 
been already vacant, was disguised by the gene- 
rous but improper name of hospitality ; these un- 
welcome guests were irregularly dispersed over 
the face of Italy, and the lot of each Barbarian 
was adequate to his birth and office, the number 
of his followers, and the rustic wealth which he 
possessed in slaves and cattle. The distinctions of 
noble and plebeian were acknowledged 58 ; but the 
lands of every freeman were exempt from taxes, 
and he enjoyed the inestimable privilege of being 
subject only to the laws of his country 29 . Fashion, 
and even convenience, soon persuaded the con- 
querors to assume the more elegant dress of the 
natives, but they still persisted in the use of their 
mother-tongue ; and their contempt for the Latin 

s* 5 Procopius, Gothic. I. i. c. i. Vuriarum, ii. Mafl’ei (Verona 
Illustrata, P. i. p. 228.) exaggerates the injustice of the Goths, whqm 
he hated as an Italian noble. The plebeian Muratori crouches 
under their oppression. 

27 Procopius, Goth. 1. iii. c. 4. 21. Ennotlius describes (p. IG12, 
l6l3.) the military arts and increasing numbers of the Goths. 

20 When Theodoric gave his sister to the king of the Vandals, she 
sailed for Africa with a guard of 1000 noble Goths, each of -whom 
was attended by five armed followers (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. c. 8.). 
The Gothic nobility must have been as numerous as brave. 9 

dJ9 Sec the acknowledgment of Gothic liberty. <Var. v. 30.). 
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schools was applauded by Theodoric himself, who CHAP, 
gratified their prejudices, or his own, by declar- 
in g, that the child who had trembled at a rod, 
would never dare to look upon a sword 30 . Distress 
might sometimes provoke the indigent Roman to 
assume the ferocious manners which were insen- 
sibly relinquished by the rich and luxurious Bar- 
barian 31 : but these mutual conversions were not 
encouraged by the policy of a monarch who per- 
petuated the separation of the Italians and Goths ; Separa- 
reserving the former for the arts of peace, and Goths and 
the latter for the service of war. To accomplish ltalial15 - 
this design, he studied to protect his industrious 
subjects, and to moderate the violence without 
enervating the valour of his soldiers, who were 
maintained for the public defence. They held 
their lands and benefices as a military stipend : at 
the sound of the trumpet, they were prepared to 
march under the conduct of their provincial of- 
ficers ; and the whole extent of Italy was distri- 
buted into the several quarters of a well-regulated 
camp. The service of the palace and of the 
frontiers was performed by choice or# by rotation; 
and each extraordinary fatigue was recompensed, 
by an increase of pay and occasional donatives. * 
Theodoric had convinced his brave companions, 
that empire must be acquired and defended by the 

, ' 10 Procopius, Goth. 1. i. c. 2 . The Roman hoys learnt the lan- 
guage (Var. viii. 21 .) of the Goths. Their general ignorance is not. 
destroyed by the exceptions of Amalasuntha, a female, who might 
study without shame, or of Theodalus, whose learning provoked 
the indignation and contempt of his countrymen. 

A saying of Theodoric was founded on e\mt iknce : 41 Roinanus 

miser imitatur Gothum ; et utilis (dives) Gothus imitatur Koaia- 
" uum." (See the Fragment and Notes of Valesins, p. 719.). 
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CHAP, same arts. After his example, they strove to excel 
in the use, not only of the lance and sword, the 
instruments of their victories, but of the missile 
weapons, which they were too much inclined to 
neglect ; and the lively image of war was display- 
ed in the daily exercise* and annual reviews of 
the Gothic cavalry. A firm though gentle dis- 
cipline imposed the habits of modesty, obedience, 
and temperance ; and the Goths were instructed 
to spare the people, to reverence the laws, to un- 
derstand the duties of civil society, and to dis- 
claim the barbarous licence of judicial combat 
and private revenge® 2 . 

Foreign Among the Barbarians of the West, the victory 

Theodoric. Theodoric had spread a general alarm. But as 
soon as it appeared that he was satisfied with con- 
quest and desirous of peace, terror was changed 
into > respect, and they submitted to a powerful 
mediation, which was uniformly employed for the 
best purposes of reconciling their quarrels and civi- 
lizing their manners 33 . The ambassadors who re- 
sorted to Ravenna from the most distant countries 
of Europe, admired his wisdom, magnificence 3 *, 


33 The view of the military establishment of the Goths in Italy, 
is collected from the Epistles of Cassiodorius (Var. i. 24. 40. iii. 3. 
24 . 48 , iv. 13, 14. v. 26, 27- viii. 3, 4. 25.). They are illustrated by 
the learned Mascou (Hist, of the Germans, 1. si. 40—44. Annota- 
tion xiv.). 

3 * See the clearness and vigour of his negpeiations in Ennodius (p. 
1607.), and Cassiodorius (Var. iii. 1, 2 , 3, 4. iv. 13. v.43, 44.), who 
gives the different styles of friendship, counsel, expostulation, &c. 

34 Even of his table (Var. vi.9.) and palace (vii. 5.). The admira- 
tion of strangers is represented as the most rational motive to justify 
these vain ex pences, and to stimulate the diligence of the officers to 
whom those provinces were entrusted. 
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and courtesy ; and if he sometimes accepted either CHAP, 
slaves or arms, white horses or strange animals, 
the gift of a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a musi- 
cian, admonished even the princes of Gaul, of the 
superior art and industry of his Italian subjects. 

His domestic alliances £*, a wife, two daughters, a 
sister, and a niece, united the family of Theodoric 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians, 
the Visigoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians, 
and contributed to maintain the harmony, or at 
least the, balance, of the great republic of the 
West 3 * 5 . It is difficult in the dark forests of Ger- 
^jnany and Poland to pursue the emigrations of the 
Heruli, a fierce people who disdained the use of 
armour, and who condemned their widows and 
aged parents not to survive the loss of their hus- 
bands, or the decay of their strength w . The king 
of these savage warriors solicited the friendship of 
Theodoric, and was elevated to the rank of his 
son, according to the barbaric rites of a military 
adoption w . From the shores of the Baltic, the 


33 Sec the public and private alliances of the Gothic monarch, 
with the Burgundians (Var. i. 45, 46.), with the Franks (ii. 40.), 
with the Thuringians (iv. i.), and with the Vandals (v. i.). Each 
of these epistles affords some curious knowledge of the piolicy and 
manners of the Barbarians. 

36 His political system may be observed in Cassiodorius (Var. iv. 
1. ix. 1.), .Tornandes (c. 58. p. 698, (>99.), and the Valcsian Frag- 
ment (p.720, .721*)- Peace, honourable peace, was the constant 
aim of Theodoric. 

37 The curious reader may contemplate the Heruli of Procopius 
(Goth. 1. ii. c. 14.), and the patient reader may plunge into the dark 
and minute researches of M. de Buat (Hisl t des Peoples Ancieos, 
tom. ix. p. 348 — 396.). . 

*** Variafum, iv. 2. The spirit and forms of this martial institu- 
tion are noticed by Cassiodorius $ but he seems to have only trails- 
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CHAP. -®stians or Livonians laid their offerings of native 
xxxix. amber 39 at the feet of a prince, whose fame had 
excited them to undertake an unknown and dan- 
gerous journey of fifteen hundred miles. With 
the country*’ from .whence the Gothic nation de- 
rived their origin, he maintained a frequent and 
friendly correspondence ; the Italians were clothed 
in the rich sables 11 of Sweden; and one of its 
sovereigns, after a voluntary or reluctant abdica- 
tion, found an hospitable retreat in the palace of 
Ravenna. He had reigned over one of the thirteen 
populous tribes who cultivated a small portion of 
the great island or peninsula of Scandinavia, to 
which the vague appellation of Thule has been 
sometimes applied. That northern region was 
peopled, or had been explored, as high as the 
sixty-eighth degree of latitude, where the natives 
of the polar circle enjoy and lose the presence of 

lated the sentiments of the Gothic king into the language of Ro- 
man eloquence. 

3 9 Cassiodorius, who quotes Tacitus to the iEstians, the un- 
lettered savages of the Baltic (Var. v. 2.), describes the amber for 
which their shores have ever been famous, as the gum of a tree, 
hardened by the sun, and purified and wafted by the waves. When 
that singular substance is analysed by the chemists, it yields a vege- 
table oil and a mineral acid. 

40 Scanzia, or Thule, is described by Jornaiides (c. 3. p. 010 — 

6 13.) and Procopius (Goth. 1. ii. c. 15.)* Neither the Goth nor 
the Greek had visited the country : both had conversed witli the 
natives in their exile at Ravenna or Constantinople. 

41 Saffhmnas pelles. In the time of Jornandes, they inhabited 
Suethans , the proper Sweden ; but that beautiful race of animals 
lias gradually been driven into the eastern parts of Siberia. See 
Buffon (Hist. Nat. tom. xiii. p. 3Q9— 313. quarto edition) ; Pen- 
nant (System of Quadrupeds, vol. i. p. 322— 32$.) ; Gmelin (Hist. 
Gen. des Voyages, tom.xviii. p 25 7* 258.); and Levesque (Hist, 
de Russie, tom. v. p. 165,160. 51 4 , 515,)- , 
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the sun at eadi summer and winter solstice during 
an equal period of forty days* 8 . The long night 
of his absence or death was the mournful season 
of distress and anxiety, till the messengers who 
had been sent to the mountain tops, descried 
the first rays of returning light, and proclaimed 
to the plain below the festival of his resurrection u . 

The life of Thcodoric represents the rare and 
meritorious example of a Barbarian, who sheathed 
his sword in the pride of victory and the vigour of 
his age. A reign of three and thirty years was 
consecrated to the duties of civil government, and 
£he hostilities in which he was sometimes involved, 
were speedily terminated by the conduct of his 
lieutenants, the discipline of his troops, the arms 
of his allies, and even by the terror of his name. 
He reduced, under a strong and regular govern* 
ment, the unprofitable countries of Ithaetia, No- 
ricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the source 
of the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians 

42 In the system or romance of M. Bailly (Lettrcs sur les Sci- 
ences et sur 1’Atlan tide, tom. i. p, 24Q — 25(>. tom. ii. p. 114— 

the phoenix of the Edda, and the annual death and revival of 
Adonis and Osiris, arc the allegorical symbols of the absence anti 
return of the sun in the Arctic regions. This ingenious writer is a 
worthy disciple of the great Buffon ; nor is it easy for the coldest 
reason to withstand the magic of their philosophy. 

43 Autij r§ 6uXrraif ^ fityt? ij twv lopron *ri, says Procopius. At 

present a rude Manicheism (generous enough) prevails among the 
Samoyedes in Greenland and in Lapland (Hist, des Voyages, tom. 
xviii. p. 508, 50Q. tom. xix. p. 105, 106. 527, 528.) ; yet, accord- 
ing to Grotius, Samojutae caelum atque astra adorant, numina 
haud aliia iniquiora (de Rebus Belgicis,l. iv. p. 338. folio edition) : 
a sentence which Tacitus would not have disowned. 1 . 

44 See the Hist, dea Peuples Anciens, &c. tom. ix, p. 255—273. 
396—501. The count de Buat was French minister at the court 
of Bavaria: a liberal curiosity prompted his inquiries into the an- 
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to the petty kingdom erected by the Gepid® on 
the ruins of Sirmium. His prudence could not 
safely entrust the bulwark of Italy to such feeble 
and turbulent neighbours; and his justice might 
claim the lands which they oppressed, either as a 
part of his kingdom, or as the inheritance of his 
father. The greatness of a servant, who was 
named perfidious because he was successful, awak- 
ened the jealousy of the emperor Anastasius ; and 
a war was kindled on the. Dacian frontier, by the 
protection which the Gothic king, in the vicissi- 
tude of human affairs, had granted to one of the 
descendants of Attila. Sabinian, a general illus- 
trious by his own and father’s merit, advanced at 
the head of ten thousand Romans ; and the pro- 
visions and arms, which filled a long train of 
waggons, were distributed to the fiercest of the 
Bulgarian tribes. But, in the fields of Margus, 
the eastern powers were defeated by the inferior 
forces of the Goths and Huns; the flower and 
even the hope of the Roman armies was irretriev- 
ably destroyed; and such was the temperance with 
which Theodoric had inspired his victorious troops, 
that as their leader had not given the signal of pil- 
lage, the rich spoils of the enemy lay untouched' at 
their feet 45 . Exasperated by this disgrace, the By- 
zantine court dispatched two hundred ships and 
eight thousand men to plunder the sea-coast of Cala- 

tiquities of, the country, and that curiosity was th e germ of twelve 
respectable volumes. 

45 See the Gothic transactions on the Danube and in Illyricum, 
in Jornandes (c. 58. p. 699 ), Ennodius (p. 1607— l6lO.), Marcel- 
linus (in phron. p. 44. 47, 48.), and Cassiodorius (in Chron. and 
Var. iii. 23. 50 . iv. 33. vii. 4. |4. viiL 9, 10, II, 21. ix. 8, 9.). 
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bria and Apulia; they assaulted the ancient city of 
Tarentum, interrupted the trade and agriculture of 
an happy country, and sailed back to the Helles- 
pont, proud of their piratical victory over a peo- 
ple whom they still presumed to consider as their 
.Roman brethren^. Their retreat was possibly 
hastened by the activity of Theodoric ; Italy was 
covered by a fleet of a thousand light vessels IT , 
which he constructed with incredible dispatch ; 
and his firm moderation was soon rewarded by a 
solid and honourable peace. He maintained with 
a powerful hand the balance of the West, till it 
y was at length overthrown by the ambition of Clo- 
vis ; and although unable to assist his rash and 
unfortunate kinsman the king of the Visigoths, he 
saved the remains of his family and people, and 
checked the Franks in the midst of their victorious 
career. I am not desirous to prolong or repeat 41 * 
this narrative of military events, the least in- 
teresting of the reign of Theodoric ; and shall be 
content to add, that the Alemanni were protected I * * 4 **, 
that an inroad of the Burgundians was severely 

I cannot forbear transcribing the liberal and classic style of 
Count Marcellinus : Romanus comes domestieorum, ct Rusticus 

comes scholariorum cum centum armatis navibus, totidemquedro- 

monibus, octo millia rnilitmn armatorum secum ferentibus, ad 
devastanda Italiae littora proce9serunt, ct usque ad Tarentum an- 
tiquissimam civitatcm aggressi sunt ; remensoque mari inhonestam 
victoriam quam piratico ausu Romani ex Romanis rapuerunt, Anas* 
tasio Cassari reportarunt (in Chron. p. 48.)* See Variar. i. l6. ii. 38. 

4 7 See the royal orders and instr&ictious (Var. iv. 15. v. 16 — 20 .). 
These armed boats should be still smaller than the thousand vessels 
of Agamemnon at the siege of Troy. 

48 Vol. vi. p. 330—337. 

Ennodius (p. ldlOOand Cassiodorius, in the royal name (Var. 
ii. 41.), record his salutary protection of the Alemanni. 
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cii ap. r.hftgti sp/1, and that the conqtiest of Arles and Mar- 

vv y t Y 7 * 

seilles opened a free communication with the Visi- 
goths, who revered him both as their national pro- 
tector, and as the guardian of his grand-child, 
the infant son of Alaric. Under this respectable 
character, the king of Italy restored the praetorian 
praefccturc of the Gauls, reformed some abuses in the 
civil government of Spain, and accepted the an- 
nual tribute and apparent submission of its mili- 
tary governor, who wisely refused to trust his per- 
son in the palace of Ravenna 50 . The Gothic sove- 
reignty was established from Sicily to the Danube, 
from Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic Ocean ; 
and the Greeks themselves have acknowledged 
that Theodoric reigned over the fairest portion of 
the western empire 51 . 

Civil go- The union of the Goths and Romans might 
of Italy ac- have fixed for ages the transient happiness of 
the t0 It » 1 yt an d the first of nations, a. new people of 
man laws.' free subjects and enlightened soldiers, might have ' 
gradually arisen from the - mutual emulation of 
their respective virtues. But the sublime merit 
of . guiding or seconding such a revolution, was 
not reserved for the reign of Theodoric :• he 
wanted either the genius '0<r the opportunities of 
a legislator 58 ; and while he indulged the Goths 

50 The Gothic transactions in Gaul and Spain are represented 

with some perplexity in Cassiotloriua (Van iii. 32. 38. 41. 43, 44. v. 
39.), Jomandes (c. 58. p. 698, 699.), and Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c, 
12.). 1 will neitheThear nor reconcile the long and contradictory 
arguments of the Abbi Dufcos and the Count de Buat, about the 
wars of Burgundy. ^ 

51 Theophanes, p. 1 13 . ; 

42 Procopius affirm* that no laws whatsoever were promulgated 
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in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he servilely chap. 
copied the institutions, and even the abuses, of 
the political system which had been framed by 
Constantine and his successors. From a tender 
regard to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the 
Barbarian declined the name, the purple, and 
the diadem of the emperors; but he assumed, 
under the hereditary title of king, the whole 
substance and plenitude of Imperial preroga-. 
tive’V His addresses to the eastern throne 
were respectful and ambiguous ; he celebrated in 
pompous style the harmony of the two republics, 
applauded his own government as the perfect 
similitude of a sole and undivided empire, and 
claimed above the kings of the earth the- same 
pre-eminence which he modestly allowed to the 
person or rank of Anastasius. The alliance of 
the East and West was annually declared by 
the unanimous choice of two consuls; but it 
should seem, that the Italian candidate who was 
named by Theodoric, accepted a formal confirma- 
tion from the sovereign of Constantinople**. The 
Gothic palace of Ravenna reflected the image of 


by Theodoric and the succeeding kings of Italy (Goth. 1. ii. c. 6.). 
lie must mean in the Gothic language. A Latin edict of Thcodo- 
ric is still extant, in one hundred and fifty-four articles. 

53 The image of Theodoric is engraved on his coins: his modest 
successors were satisfied with adding their own name to the head of 
the reigning emperor (Muratori AntiquiUt. Italiac Medii iKvi, tom. 
ii. dissert, xxvii. p. 577“- 579* Giannone Istoria Civile di Napoli, 
tom. i. p. l6&). 

64 The alliance of the emperor and the king of Italy are repre- 
sented by Cassiodorius (Var. i. I. ii. I, 2, 3. vi. J.) and Procopius 
(Goth. 1. ii.e. 6.1. iii. c. £1.)* who celebrate the friendship of Anas- 
tasius and Theodoric : but the figurative style of compliment was 
interpreted in a very different sense at Constantinople and Ravenna. 
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chap, the court of Theodosius or Valentinian. Thcprae- 
XX XIX 1 

torian praefect, the prefect of Rome, the quaestor, 

the master of the offices, with the public and pa- 
trimonial treasurers, whose functions are painted in 
gaudy colours by the rhetoric of Cassiodorius, still 
continued to act as the ministers of state. And 
the subordinate care of justice and the revenue was 
delegated to seven consulars, three correctors, and 
five presidents, who governed the fifteen regions 
of Italy, according to the principles and even the 
forms of Roman jurisprudence 55 . The violence of 
the conquerors was abated or eluded by the slew 
artifice of judicial proceedings ; the civil admini- 
stration, with its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians ; and the people still pre- 
served their dress and language,, their laws and 
customs, their personal freedom, and two-thirds 
of their landed property. It had been the object 
of Augustus to conceal the introduction of mo- 
narchy; it was the policy of Theodoric to dis- 
guise the reign of a Barbarian i6 . If his subjects 


55 To the xvii provinces of the Notitia, Paul Wamefrid the dea- 
con (De Rcb. Longobard. 1. ii. c. 14 — 22.) has subjoined an xviiilh, 
the Apenninc (Muratori Script. Reruni Italicamm, tom. i. p. 431 
— 433 .). Rut of these Sardinia and Corsica were possessed by the 
Vandals, and the two Rhaetias, as well as the Cottian Alps, seem to 
have been abandoned to a military government. The state of the 
four provinces that now fonh the kingdom of Naples, i9 laboured 
by Giannone (tom. i. p. 172. 178.) tvith patriotic diligence. 

56 See the Gothic history of Procopius (1. i. c. 1*. 1. ii. c. G.), the 
Epistles of Cassiodorius (passim, but especially the vth and vith 
books, which contain the formula, or patents of offices), and the 
Civil History of Giannone (tom. i. 1. ii. iii.). The Gothic counts, 
which he places in every Italian city, are annihilated, however, by 
Maflfei (Verona Illustrate, P. L 1. viii.p. 2270 j ibr those of Syracuse 
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were sometimes awakened from this pleasing vision 
of a Roman government, they derived more sub- 
stantial comfort from the character of a Gothic 
prince, who had penetration to discern, and firm- 
ness to pursue, his own and *thc public interest. 
Theodoric loved the virtues which he possessed, 
and the talents of which he was destitute. Libe- 
rius was promoted to the office of praetorian praefect 
for his unshaken fidelity to the unfortunate cause 
of Odoacer. The ministers of Thpodorie, Cassio- 
dorius w and Boethius, have reflected on his reign 
the lustre of their genius and learning. More 
prudent or more fortunate than his colleague, 
Cassiodorius preserved his own esteem without 
forfeiting the royal favour ; and after passing thirty 
years in the honours of the world, he was blessed 
with an equal term of repose in the devout and 
studious solitude of Squillace. 

As the patron of the republic, it was the in- 
terest and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the 
affections of the senate 48 and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by sonorous epithets and 
formal professions of respect, which had been more 
justly applied to the merit and authority of their 


and Naples (Var. vi. 22, 23.) were special and temporary commis- 
sions. 

51 Two Italians of the name of Cassiodorius, the father (Var. i. 
24. 40.) and the son (ix. 24. 25.), were successively employed in 
the administration of Theodqric. The son was born in the year 
479: his various epistles as quaestor, master of the offices, and 
praetorian praefect, extend from 509 to 539, and he lived as a monk 
About thirty years (Tiraboschi Storia della Lettcratura Italians, 
tom. iii. p. 7 — 24. Fabricius, Bibliot. Lat. Med. _JEvi, tom. i. 
P- 357, 358. edit. Mansi.). ' “ V 

58 See his regard for the senate fn Cochlaeus (Vit. Theod. viii. 
p. 72—80.). 
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chap, ancestors. The people enjoyed, without fear or 
danger, the three blessings of a capital, order, 
plenty, and public amusements. A visible dimi- 
nution of their numbers may be found even in the 
measure of liberality 59 ; yet Apulia, Calabria, and 
Sicily, poured their tribute of com into the gra- 
naries of Rome ; an allowance of bread and meat 
was distributed to the indigent citizens ; and every 
office was deemed honourable which was conse- 
crated to the care of their health and happiness. 
The public games, such as a Greek ambassador 
might politely applaud, exhibited a faint and 
feeble copy of the magnificence of the Caesars: 
yet the musical, the gymnastic, and the pantomime 
arti, had not totally sunk in oblivion; the wild 
beasts of Africa still exercised in the amphitheatre 
the courage and dexterity of the hunters ; and the 
indiilgent Goth either "patiently tolerated or gently 
restrained the blue and green factions, whose con- 
tests so often filled the circus with clamour and 
even with blood 60 . In the seventh year of his 
A. D. 500. peaceful reign, Theodoric, visited the old capital of 
the world ; the senate and people advanced in 
solemn precession to salute a second Trajan, a new 
Valentinian; and he nobly supported that cha- 
racter by the assurance of a just and legal govera- 

®9.No more than 120,000 rnodii , or four thousand quarters 
(Anonym. Valesian. p. 721. and Var. i. 35. vi. is. xi. 5. 3().)^ 

60 See his and indulgence for the spectacles of the circus, 
theatre, in the Chronicle and Epistles 
of €a$siodoriu* (Var. i. 20. 27 . 30, 31, 32. iiii 51. iv. 51. illustrated 
V Py** 1 Annotation of Maacou’s H istory), who has contrived 

® Subject^ with ostentatious, though agreeable 


Visit of 

Theo- 

doric. 
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ment Cl , in a discourse which he .was not afraid to ch a i>. 


pronounce in public, and to inscribe on a tablet of XXXIX - 
brass. Rome, in this august ceremony, shot a • / ^ / 
last ray of declining glory ; and a saint, the spec- 
tator of this pompous scene, couid only hope in 


his pious fancy, that it was excelled by 
splendour of the New Jerusalem c ". 
residence of six months, the fame, 


the celestial 
During a 
the person. 


and the courteous demeanour of the Gothic king, 
excited the admiratioh of the Romans, and he 


contemplated, with equal curiosity and surprise, 
the monuments that remained of their ancient 


greatness. He imprinted the footsteps of a con- 
queror on the Capitoline hill, and frankly confessed 
that each day he viewed with fresh wonder the 


forum of Trajan and „his lofty column. The 
theatre of Pompey appeared, even in its decay, as 
a huge mountain artificially hollowed and polished, 
and adorned by human industry ; and he vaguely 
computed, that a river of gold must have , been 


drained to erect the colossal amphitheatre of 
Titus 63 . From the mouths of fourteen aqueducts, 
a pure and copious stream was diffused into every 


61 Anonym. Vales, p. 721 . Marius Aventicemis in Chrori. In 
the scale of public and personal merit, the Oothic conqueror is at 
least as much above Valenlinian, as he may seem inferior to 
Trajan. 

62 Vit. Fulgentii in Baron. Annal. Eccles. A, I). 5 00, N°. 10. 

63 Cassiodorius describes in his pompous style the forum of 
Trajan (Var. vii. 6.), the theatre of Marcellus (iv. 51.), and the 
amphitheatre of Titus (v. 42.) 5 and his descriptions are not un- 
worthy of the reader’s perusal. According to the mddem;prices, 
the Abb£ Barth elcmy computes that the brick work and masonry 
of the Coliseum would now cost twenty millions 6f French livres 
(Mem, de I* Academic des Inscriptions, tom. xxviii- p. 585, 586,). 
How small a part of that stupendous fabric ! 
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part of the city ; among these the Claudian water, 
which arose at the distance of thirty-eight miles in 
the Sabine mountains, was conveyed along a gentle 
though constant declivity of solid arches, till it 
descended on the .summit of the Aventine hill. 
The long and spacious vaults which had been con- 
structed for the purpose of common sewers, subsisted, 
after twelve centuries, in their pristine strength ; 
and these subterraneous channels have been pre- 
ferred to all the visible wonders of Rome 6 *. The 
Gothic kings, so injuriously accused of the ruin of 
antiquity, were anxious to preserve the monuments 
of the nation .whom they had subdued 65 . The 
royal edicts were framed to prevent the abuses, the 
neglect, or the depredations of the citizens them- 
selves ; and a professed aijphitect, the annual sum 
of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thou- 
sand tiles, and the receipt of customs from the 
Lucrine port, were assigned for -the ordinary re- 
pairs' of the walls and public edifices. A similar 
care was extended to the statues of metal or mar- 
ble of men or animals. ■ The spirit of the horses, 
which have given a modem name to the Quirinal, 
was. applauded by the Barbarians 66 ; the brazen 

6* Tor the aqueducts and cloacae, see Strabo (1. v. p. 36*0.), Pliny 
(Hist. Nat. sbexvi. 24.), Cassiodorius (Var. iii. 30, 31. vi. O’.), 
Procopius (Goth, 1. i. c. 19.), and Nardini (Roma Antica, p. 614 — 
522.). How such works could be executed by a king of Rome, is 
yet a problem. 

®$For the ..Gothic care of the buildings and statues, see Cassi- 
odorius (Var. 1. £1. 25. ii. 34. iv. 30. vii. 6. 13. 15.), and the Valesian 
Fragment (p* 721.). 

66 V ar. vii. 15. These horses of Monte Cavallo had been transported 
{rom Alexandria to the baths of Constantine (Nardini, p. 1 88.).Their 
sculpture is disdained by the Abbi Dubos (Reflexions sur la Poesie et 
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elephants of the Via sacra were diligently re- chap. 
stojed®; the famous heifer bf Myron deceived the 
cattle, as they were driven through the forum of 
peace 08 ; and an officer was created to protect those 
works of art, which Theodoric considered as the 
noblest ornament of his kingdom. 

After the example of the last emperors, Theo- Fiourish- 
doric preferred the residence bf Ravenna, where of S lt S a?y C 
he cultivated an orchard with his own hands 69 . 

As often as the peace of his kingdom was threat- 
ened (for it was never invaded.) by the Barbarians, 
he removed his court to, Verona * 0 on the northern' 
frontier, and the image of his palace, still extant, 
on a coin, represents the oldest and most authentic 
model of Gothic architecture. These two capitals, 
as well as Pavia, Spolete, Naples, and thereat of 
the Italian cities, acquired under his reign the 
useful or splendid decorations of churches, aque- 
ducts, baths, pofticoes, and palaces* 1 ; But the 

sur la Peinture, tom. L section 39.), and admired by Winckctman 
(Hist, de l’Art, tom. ii. p. 1590* 

Var. x. 10. They were probably a fragment of some triumphal 
car (Cuper de Elephant is, "ii. 10,). _ , , 

68 Procopius (Goth. 1. iv. e. 21.) relates a foolish story of Myron's 
cow, which is celebrated by the false wit of thirty-six Greek epigrams 
(Antholog. 1. iv. p. 302-K306. edit. Hen. Steph.; Auson. Epigram* 
lviii— lxviii.). 

See an epigram of Ennodius (ii. 3. p. 1893, 1894.) on Chis 
garden and the royal gardener. 

His affection for that city is proved by the epithet of w Verona * , 
tua,” and the legend' of the hero ; under the barbarous naq^cof 
Dietrich of Bern (Peringsciold ad Cochlaeum, p. 240.)* Manci 
traces him with knowledge and pleasure in his nativecountry 
a i*. p. 2^—236.)., , .A:;/' T ' 

« See MaSei, Part i. p. 831,«te., 308, &p.). 

He imputes t^tluc ardi^t^lure, like the, comipt^pn of language, 
writing, 8re. not -fotheBarbarLaas, hut to theltaiians themselves. 

Compare hi, eentimentswith those of Tiraboschi (tbm. iii. p. 6l.). 

‘;voL."rifT ‘ v ; d 
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chap, happitiessof the subject was more truly. conspicuous 
in the busy scene of labour and luxury, in the 
rapid increase and bold enjoyment , of national 
wealth. From the shades of Tibur and Preeneste, 
the Roman senators still retired in. the winter- 
season to the warm sun, and salubrious springs of 
Baise; and their villas, which advanced on solid 
moles into the' bay of Naples, commanded the 
various prospect of the sky, the earth, and the 
water. On the eastern side of the Hadriatic, a 
new Campania was formed in the'fair and fruitful 
prpvince of Istria, which communicated with the 
palace of Ravenna by an easy navigation of one 
hundred miles: The rich productions of Lucania 
and'the adjacent provinces were exchanged at the 
Marcilian fountain, in a populous fair annually 
dedicated to trade, intemperance, and superstition. 
In the solitude of Comum, which had once been 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a transparent 
bason above sixtymiles in length still reflected the 
rural seats which encompassed the margin of the 
Larian lake and the gradual ascent of the hills 
was c&terid by , a triple plantation of olives, of 
■ vines, and of chesnut trees 7 ®. Agriculture revived 
under the shadow of peace, and the number of 
htfsbandmen was multiplied by the redemption of 
captives 71 . ,. The iron mines of Dalmatia, a. gold 

- % ' f- ' r \ V- , 1 

V The villas, dimate, and landskip of Baiac (Var. ix. 6. See 
, Cluvcr, Itali^^ritiq. I, iv. c. 2. p. 11 19, Istria (Var. xii. 22. 

C^patun (Var. xi. 14 . compare with Pliny’s two villas,, 
ix. 7;>, are^gw^bily painted in the Epistles of Cassiodorius. ’ 

78 InLigurmnumerosa agricoknnn prQ^f\le3 (Ennodiu3,p. l<)78, 
1 680.),. Si . -Epiphadua of Pavia rcttecpiod by prayeror ransom 
0 O 0 O captives firom the Burgundians of Epolis and Savoy. Such 
deeds are the be^qf miracles. 
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mine in Bruttium, were carefully explored, and chap. 
the Pomptine marshes, as well as those of Spoleto, 
were drained and cultivated by private undertakers, 
whose distant reward must* depend on the conti- 
nuance of the public prosperity 74 . Whenever the 
seasons were less propitious, the doubtful precau- 
tions of forming magazines ofcprn, fixing the price, 
and prohibiting the exportation, attested at least 
the benevolence of the state ; but such was the 
extraordinary plenty which an 'industrious people 
produced from a grateful soil, that a gallon of wine 
was sometimes sold .in Italy for less, than three 
farthings, and a quarter of wheat, at, about- five 
shillings and sixpence 75 . . A country possessed of 
so many valuable objects of exchange soon attracted 
the merchants of the world, whose beneficial traffic 
was encouraged and protected by the liberal spirit 
of Theodoric. The free intercourse of the pro- 
vinces by land and water was restored and extended; 
the city gates were never shut either by day or by 
night ; . and the common saying, that a purse of 
gold might be safely left in the fields, was ex- 
pressive of the conscious security of the inha- 
bitants. 

74 The political ceconomy of Theodoric (see Anonym.' Vales, 
p. 721. and Cassiodorius, in Chron.) may be distinctly traced under 
the following heads : iron mine (Var. iii. 23.) ; gold mine (ix. 3.) ; 

Pomptine marshes (ii. 32* 33.) ; Spoleto (ii. 21.) ; com (i. 34. x. 27 f 
28: xl. 11,1 2,); trade (vi. 7. vii. 9. 23.) fair of Leucothoeor St. 

Cyprian in Lucania (riii. 33.); plenty (xii, 4.); the cur^ns, or 
public post (i. 29. iL 3U iv. 47. v. 5. vi. 6. vii. 33.) j theFfamiiyan. 
way (xii. 18.). V . 

75 LX modii tritiei in solidnm ip^ms tempore ftierunt, et vinutn 

xxx amphotas in soUdum (Fragmimt.^Vates.), Com was distri- 
buted from the granaries at xvor >xv in^iii Tot a piece of gold, 
and the price was still moderate. T 
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CHAP. A difference of religion is always pernicious and 
XXXIX. 0 ft en t 0 the harmony'uf the prince and people; 
Theodoric the Gothic conqueror hadbeen educated in the 
anArian. p ro f ess i on 0 f Arianisni, and Italy was devoutly 
attached to the Nicene faith. But the persuasion 
of Theodoric was not infected by zeal ; and he 
piously adhered to the heresyof his fathers, with- 
out condescending to balance the subtile arguments 
of theological metaphysics. ' Satisfied with the pri- 
Vate toleration of 4 his Arian sectaries, he justly 
conceived himself to .be tlie guardian of the public 
worship, and his external reverence for a super- 
don*of the s ^ on wbichhe despised may have nourished in 
Catholics, his mind the salutary indifference of a statesman or 
philosopher. The Catholics of ' his dominions ac- 
knowledged, perhaps with reluctance, the peace of 
the church ; . their clergy, according to the degrees 
of rank or ftierit, were honourably entertained in 
the palace of Theodoric ; he esteemed the living 
sanctity of Csesarius 76 and Epiphanius ", the 
orthodox bishops of Arles and Pavia; and pre- 
sented a decent offering on the tomb of St. Peter, 
without any scrupulous inquiry into the creed 
of 'the apostle 7B . His favourite Goths, and even 

- •" . "'-V '•?"&' ' • 

W See the life of St; Csesarius in Baroniiis (A. D. 508, N°. 12, 
13, 14.).. The king presented him with 300 gold solidi, and a discus 
officer of the weight of sixty pounds. 

■ Tl FJin ndiw* 8a Vit. St 'Epiph^nu. m Sirmond Op. torn. i. p. 1672 

- tSgO. '^•eodoric bestowed some important favours on this 

bishop, whona'he used as a counsellor in peace and wan 

T8 Devofissittcn ac si Catholicus (Anonym. Vales, p. 7*0.) } yet 
his offering Was 4&1 more than two silver candlesticks (cerostrofa) 
of the weight of ijiSventy pounds, far inferior to the gold and gems 
of Constantinop^ aa^^ft%x (A?MstaMtts ln Vit, Pont, in Hon 
misda, p. 34,.aijpt paft ffi -.''. ~ 
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his mother, were permitted to retain or em- 
brace the Athanasian faith, and bis long reign 
. 'could not afford the example of an Italian Ca- 
tholic, who, either from choice or compulsion, 
had deviated into the religion of the conqueror’ 9 . 
The people, and the Barbarians themselves, were 
edified by the pomp # and order of religious wor- 
ship ; -the magistrates were Instructed to defend 
the just immunities of ecclesiastical persons and 
possessions ; die bishops held their synods, the 
metropolitans exercised their jurisdiction, and 
the privileges of sanctuary were maintained or 
moderated according to the spirit of the Roman 
jurisprudence 80 . With the protection, Theodoric 
assumed the legal supremacy of- the church ; and 
his firm administration restored or extended 
some useful prerogatives which had been ne- 
glected by the feeble emperors of the W est. He 

was not ignorant of the dignity and importance 
of the Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable 
name of pope was now appropriated. The peace 
or the revolt of Italy might depend on the cha- 
racter of a wealthy and popular bishop, who 
claimed, such ample dominion both in heaven 
and earth ; who had been declared in a numerous 


79 The tolerating system of his reign (Eqnodius* p. .16*12. 
Anonym* Vales. p. 719* Procop. Goth. 1. i. c. JUIL e. 6.) may he 
studied in the Epistles of Cassiodorius, under the flowing heads: 
I'&hops (Var. i. t). vhi. 15. 24. xi. 23.) $ immunities & 26. ii. 29/30.) j 
church lands (iv. 17-20.); sanctuaries (ii. ll.iii. 47 *); chufyfc plate 
(xii. 20.); discipline (tv. 44) ; which prove at the same time that he 
was the head of the chuTch as well as of the state. 

so We may reject a foolisbialeof his beheading * Catholic deacon 
who turned Arism Cnreodor. Lector. No* 170* ?-Why is Theodoric 
surnamed Afer? Yxcmi Vqfer A( Vales, ailoc:) A light conjecture. 
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synod to be pure "from all Sin, and exempt from 
all judgment" 1 . When the fehab of St. Peter was 
disputed by Symmachus and Laurence, they ap- 
peared at his summons before the tribunal of an 
Arian monarch, and he confirmed the election 
of the most worthy or the most obsequious can- 
didate. At the end of his life, in a moment of 
jealousy and resentment, he prevented the choice 
of the Romans, by nominating a pope in the 
palace, of Ravenna: ’* The danger and furious 
contests of la schi^fn were mildly restrained, and 
the last decree Of the senate Was enacted to ex- 
tinguish, if it were possible, the scandalous ve- 
nality of the papal elections w . 'Z 

I have descanted with pleasure on the fortu- 
nate condition of Italy; but our fancy must not 
hastily conceive that the golden age of the poets, 
a race of men without vice or misery, was real- 
ised under the Gothic conquest. The fair pro- 
spect was sometimes overcast with clouds ; the 
wisdom of Theodoric might be deceived, his 
power mighV be ‘resisted, and the declining age of 
tlie mohateh was sullied with popular hatred and 
patrician blood. In the first insolence of vic- 
tory, he had been tempted to deprive the whole 

party of Odoacer of the civil and even the na- 

' ^ , 

1622. 1636. 1638. His IMl was approved 
anti Te^^f^d (synoddliter) by a Roman council (Baronius, A. D. 
503. N*. 6v $? Pagi in Brevis. Pont. Rom. tom- >- P- 242.}. 

1 08 -See Casa^d^rius {Var. viii.15.ix. 15, 1&), Anastasius (in 
Symmacho, p;.Jp$h and the xviith Annotation of Mascou. Baroni- 
ns, Pagi, and most bftheCatholic doctors, Confess, with an angry 
growl, this Gothic nsuTpation. 
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tUral rights of , society 8 *; a tax unseasonably im- chap. 
posed after the calamities of war, would have 
crushed the rising agriculture of Liguria ; a rigid 
pre-emption of corn, which was intended for the 
public .relief, must have aggravated the distress 
of Campania. These dangerous projects were 
defeated by the virtue and eloquence of Epi- 
phanius, and Boethifls, who, in the presence of 
Theodoric himself, successfully pleaded the cause 
of the people 8 *: b,ut if the royal ear was open to 
the voice of truth, a saint and. a philosopher are 
not always to be found at the ear of kings. The 
privileges of rank, or office, or favour, were too 
frequently abused by Italian fraud and Gothic 
violence, and. the avarice of’ 'the king’s -nephew 
was publicly exposed, , at first . by the usurpation, 
and afterwards by the restitution of , the estates 
which he had unjustly extorted from his luscan 
neighbours. Two hundred thousand Barbarians, 
formidable even to their master, were seated in 
the heart of Italy; they indignantly supported 
the restraints of peace and discipline ; the dis- 
orders of their march were always felt and some- 
times compensated ; and where it was dangerous 
to punish, it might be prudent to dissemble, the 

m He disabled them— a licenjia testapdi; and all Italy mourned 
— lamentabili justitio. I wish to believe, that these. penalties were 
enacted against the rebels who had violated their oath of allegiance : 
but the testimony of Ennodhis (p. 1^75 — 16780 i* the more 
weighty, as he lived and died under the reign, of.. Theodoric. 

«* Ennodius, in Vit: Epiphan, p. l68& Boethius de Conso- 

latione Philosophise, 1. i. pros. iv. p. 45, 46, 47- Respect, but weigh 
the passions of the saint and the senator ; and fortify or alleviate their 
complaints by the various hints of Cassiodorius (ii* 8 * i' • ^6* v iii* a •) • 
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xxxfx ^‘ eS ° f their native fierc eoess. When the in? 
du % ence of Theodoric had remitted two-thuds 
of the Ligurian, tribute, he condescended to ex- 
pl^n the difficulties of his situation, and to la- 
' toe » t the heavy though inevitable burdenswhich 
he imposed on bissubjects for their own defence 85 . 
These ungrateful subjects could never be cor- 
dially reconciled to the origin, the religion, or 
ev^n .the virtues, of the - Gothic ' conqueror ; past 
calamities were forgotten, and the sense or sus- 
picion of injuries was rendered still more exqui- 
site bythepresent felicity: ofthe times. 

”k£ r , the. religious toleration which Theodoric 
CS. had the gl0ry of introducing into the Christian 
lies. world, was painful and offensive to the orthodox 
seal of the Italians. They respected the armed 
heresy of the Goths; hut their pious rage was 
safely pointed -agmust ^he rich and defenceless 
Jews, who had formed their establishments at 
Naples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan, and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under the sanction ofthe 
laws' . Their, persons were insulted, their effects 
were pillaged, and, their synagogues were burnt 
by the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, in- 
flamed, as it should seem, by the most frivolous 
or extravagant, pretences. The government 
which could neglect would have deserved such 
an outrage. A legal enquiry was instafttly di- 
rected v\9^m the authors of the tumult had 


pondua. . . pro iptonJa sa}ttte> &c> . 
y^t these are no tcare-than Words, / * * 

rl he ^v ws i. c . 8>)> 

a Genoa (Var. u. 38.^30, . Milan (v.. 3 ?4^ e fl* 43 , c L 
likewrse Basriage, HUC&Vm *>m. 2“^ \ 
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escapedin the crowd, the whole community was CHAP, 
condemned to repair the damage; and tire ob- 
stinate bigots who refused their contributions, 
were whipped through the streets by the hand of 
the acecnddnerJ ' Thi#a^tplb^act of justice exas- 
perated the discontent of the Catholics, who ap- 
plauded the ment and patience of these holy con- 
fessors ; , three hundred pulpits deplored the perse- 
cution of the church, and if the chapel of St. Ste- 
phen at Verona was demolished by the command 
of Theodoric, it is probable that some miracle hos- 
tile to his name and dignity had bee& performed 
on that sacred theatre. At the Close of a glorious 
life, the king of Italy discovered that he had ex- 
cited the hatred of a people whose happiness he 
had so assiduously labothed to. promote; and his 
mind teas soured by indignation, jealousy, and 
the bitterness of unrequited Tbve. The Gothic 
conqueror condescended to disarm the unwarlike 
natives of Italy, interdicting, all weapons of 
offence, and excepting only a small knife for 
domestic use. ■ The deliverer of 'Home was ac- 
cused of conspiring with the vilest informers 
against the lives of senators whom he suspected of 
a secret and treasonable correspondence with the 
Byzantine court®. After the death 'of Anasta- 
sjus, the diadem had been placed on the head of 
a feeble old man ; but the powers of government 
•Were assumed by his. nephew Justinian, who 
already meditated the extirpation of heresy,, and 

W Rex avidus communis exitii, 8 cc. (Boethius, I. i. p. 59.) : rex 
dolum Romanis, tendebat (Anonym. Vales, p. 723.). These are 
hard words : they. speak the •, passions of the Italians, and those (I 
fear) of Theodoric himself, v 
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CHAP, the conquest of Italy and Africa. A rigorous 
law which was published at Constantinople, .to 
reduce the Arians by the dread of punishment 
. within the pale of the, churpjv AF^ened the just 
resentment of Theodoric,. whoi, ^claimed for hia 
distressed brethren of the East, the .fame, in-r 
diligence which he' had "so long granted to the 
Catholics of his dominions. At his stem com- 
mand, the Roman pontiff, with four illustrious 
senators, .embarked on an embassy, of which he 
must have alike dreaded the failure or the success. 
The singular veneration shewn to the first pope 
who had visited Constantinople was punished as a 
crime by his jealous monarch ; the artful or pe- 
remptory refusal of the Byzantine court might 
excuse an equal, and would proyoke a larger, 
measure of retaliation.; and a mandate was pre- 
pared in Italy, to prohibit, after a stated, day, the 
exercise of the Catholic worship. By the bigotry 
of his subjects and enemies, the most tolerant of 
princes was driven to the brink of persecution ; 
and the life of Theodoric was too long, since ho 
lived to condemn the virtue of Boethius and Sym- 
machus 88 . 

The senator Boethius 89 is the last of the Ro- 
sa I have laboured toextract a rational narrative from the dark, 
concise? and various' hints of the Valcsian Fragment (p. 722, 723, 
794.), Theopbanes (p. 145.), An&stasius (in Johanne, p. 35.), 
and the Hist. Miscella (p. 103. edit. Muratori): A gentle pressure . 
and paraphrase, of their words is no violence. Consult likewise 
Muratori (Annali d’ Italia, tom. iv. p. 471-"*478*)> with the Annals 
and Breviary (tom. i. 259—2(33.) of the two Pagi's the uncle and 
the nephew. ' ' * ** 

W Le Clerc ha* composed a critical and. philosophical life of 
Anicius Manlius Severihus^Bqct^iuS' (Bibhot. Choisie? lom. xvi. 



43 


dP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

mans whom Cato or Tully could have acknow- chap. 
ledged for their countryman. As a wealthy 
ornhan, he inherited the patrimony and honours Character, 
of the Amcian family, a name ambitiously as- an j ho- 
sumed by the kings and emperors of the age; 
and the appellation of Manlius asserted his -ge- 
nuine or fabulous descent from a race' of consuls 
and dictators,' who had repulsed the Gauls from 
the Capitol, and sacrificed their sdns io • the dis- 
cipline of the republic. In the youth of Boe- 
thius, the studies of Rome were not totally aban- 
doned; a Virgil 90 is now extant, corrected by 
the hand of a consul ; and the professors of gram- 
mar, rhetoric, and jurisprudence, were main- 
tained in their privileges and pensions by the 
liberality of the' Goths. But the erudition of 
the Latin language was insufficient to satiate his 
ardent curiosity ; and Boethius is said to have 
employed eighteen laborious years in the schools 
of Athens 91 , which we^e supported by the zeal, 
the learning, and the diligence of Produs and his 
■ disciples. The reason and piety of their Roman 

p. 168 — 275.) i and- both Tiraboschi (tom. iii.) and Fabricius 
(Bibliot. Latin.) may be usefully consulted. The date of his birth 
may be placed about the year 470, and his death in 524, in a pre- 
mature old age (ConsoL Phil. Metrica,* i. p. 5.). 

For the age and value of this MS* now in the Mediccan 
library at Florence, see the Cenotaphia Pisana (p» 430 — 4470 °f 
Cardinal Noris. 

9 l The Athenian studies of Boethius are doubtful (Baronius, 

A. D. 510. No* 3/froth a spurious tract* De Disci plina Scholarum), 
and the tqrm, of eighteen years is doubtless too long : but the 
simple fact oT a visit to Athens is justified by much internal evi- 
dence {Brucker, Hist. Grit. Philosoph. tom. iii. p. 524 — 5270* and 
by an expression (though vague fitnd ambiguous) of bis friend 
Caisiodorius (Var. i. 45.), “ longc pobitas Athcnas iirtruisli.” 
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xxxix. P U I"^ were fortunately saved from the contagior 
of mystery and magic, which polluted the groves 
of the academy ; but he imbibed the spirit, anc 
imitated the method of bis dead and liv ing blas- 
ters, who attempted to reconcile the .strong and 
subtle sense of Aristotle with the devout contem- 
plation and sublime fancy of Plato. After his 
return to Home, and his marriage with the daugh- 
ter of his friend, the patrician Symmachus, Boe- 
thius still continued, in ' a palace of ivory and 
marble to prosecute the same studies 9 ®. The 
church was edified by his profound defence of the 
orthodox creed against the Arian, the Eutychian, 
and the Nestorian heresies ; and the Catholic 
unity was explained or exposed in a formal trea- 
tise by the indifference of three distinct though 
consubstantial persons. For the benefit of his 
Latin readers, his genius submitted to teach the 
first elements of the arts and sciences of Greece. 
The geometry of Euclid, the music of Pytha- 
goras, the arithmetic of Nicomachus, the mecha- 
nics of Archimedes, the astronomy of; Ptolemy, 
the theology of PlatOjXand the -logic of Aristotle, 
with the commefttaryofPorphyry,. were trans- 
lated and illustrated by the indefatigable peri of 
the Homan senate®.- And he alone was esteemed 
capable of describing the wonders of art, a sun- 

' V - . .. : , :U J 

S 2 Bibliothecae comptps eborc ae vitro parietes, &c. (ConsoLPbil. 
1. i. pros, v. p, 740- The )Bpistles,of Ennodius 6, vii. 13. viii. l. 
31,. 37. 40.) dr*d Cassiocforiua (Var. i. 39 . iv. 6. ix. 21.) afford many 
proofs of the high reputation ivhich he enjoyed in bis* own times. 
It is tme, that the bishop of Pavla wanted to. purchase of him an 
old house at Milan, and praise might be timderfcd and accepted in 
pari of payment. ' “ 
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dial, a water-clock, or a sphere which represented chap. 
the motions of the planets. From these abstruse 
speculations, Boethius stooped, or, to speak more 
truly, he rose to the social duties of public and pri- 
vate life: the indigent tvere relieved by his liberali- 
ty; and his eloquence, which flattery might com- 
pare to the voice of Demosthenes or Cicero, was 
uniformly, exerted in the cause of innocence and hu- 
manity. Such conspicuous merit was felt and re- 
warded by a discerning prince ; . the dignity of Boe- 
thius was adorned with the titldS of consul and 
patrician, and his talents were usefully employed in 
the important station of master of the offices. Not- 
withstanding the equal claims of the Fast and 
West, his two sons were created, in their tender 
youth, the consuls of the same-year 93 . On the me- 
morable day of their inauguration, they proceeded 
in solemn pomp from thrir palace to the forum, 
amidst the applause of the senate and people ; and 
their joyful father, the true consul of Home, after 
pronouncing an, oration in the praise of his royal 
benefactor, .distributed a triumphal largess in the 
games of the circus.. Prosperous in his fame and 
fortunes, in his public honours and private alliances, 
in the cultivation of science and. the consciousness 
of virtue, Boethius might have been styled happy, 
if that precarious epithet could be safely applied 
before the last term of the life of man. 

93 Pagi, Muratori, &c. are agreed that Boethius himself was con- 
sul in the year 510, his two sons in 522, and in 467, perhaps, his 
father. A. desire of ascribing the last of these consulships to the 
philosopher, ha 6 perplexed the chronology of his life. In his ho- 
nours, alliances, children, he celebrates his own felicity — his past 
felicity (p. 109 , 1 10 .}. 



46 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP ; A philosopher, liberal of his wealth and parsi- 
monious of his time, might be insensible to the 
His patri- common allurements of ambition, the thirst of 
0Uam ' gold and employment. And some credit maybe 
due to the asseveration of Boethius, that be had 
reluctantly obeyed the. divine Plato, who eigoins 
every virtuous , citizen to rescue the state from the 
usurpation of vice and ignorance. For the inte- 
grity of his public conduct he appeals to the me- 
mory of his country. His authority had restrained 
the pride and oppression of .the royal officers, and 
his eloquence had' delivered Paulianus from the 
dogs of the palace. He had always pitied, and 
often relieved, the distress of the provincials, 
whose fortunes were exhausted by public and pri- 
vate rapine ; and Boethius alone had courage to 
oppose the tyranny of the Barbarians, elated by 
conquest, excited by avarice, and, as he complains, 
encouraged by impunity. . In these honourable 
contests, his spirit soared above the consideration 
of danger, and perhaps of prudence; and we may 
learn from the example of Cato, that a character 
of pure and inflexible .virtue is the most apt to be 
misled by prejudice, to be heated by enthusiasm, 
and to confound . private • enmities with public 
justice. The disciple of Plato might exagge- 
rate the infirmities of nature, and the imper- 
fections* of society; and the mildest form of a 
Gothiokingdom, even the weight of allegi- 
ance and gratitude,, /must be insupportable to 
! the free spirit' of a Roman patriot.. But the fa- 
vour and fidelity of Boethius declined in just pro- 
portion with the pulSic happiness ; and an un- 
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worthy colleague was imposed, to divide and con- ^xxix 
troul the power of the master of the offices. In the 
last gloomy season of Theodoric, he indignantly felt 
that' he was a slave; but as his master had only 
power over his life, he stood without arms and with- 
out fear against the face of an angry Barbarian, who 
had been provoked to believe that the safety of the 
senate was incompatible with his own. The sena- JIp . g ac 
tor Albinus was accused and already convicted on < um i1 of 
the presumption of hoping, as it was said, the li- tlxJ * 0U ' 
berty of Rome. “ If Albinus be criminal,” ex- 
claimed the orator, “ the senate and myself arc all 
“ guilty of the same crime. If we are innocent, 

“ Albinus is equally entitled to the protection of the 
“ laws.” These laws might not have punished the 
simple and barren wish of an' unattainable blessing; 
but they would have shewn less indulgence to the 
rash confession of Boethius, that, had he known of 
a conspiracy, the tyrant never should 114 . The ad- 
vocate of Albinus was soon involved in the dan- 
ger and perhaps the guilt of his client; their sig- 
nature (which they denied as a forgery) was af- 
fixed to the original address, inviting the emperor 
to deliver Italy from the Goths ; and three wit- 
nesses of honourable rank, perhaps of infamous 
reputation, attested the treasonable designs of the 

9* Si ego scissem tunescisses. Boethius adopts this answer (I. i. 
pros. 4. p. 63.) of Julius Canus, whose philosophic death is <le- 
scribed by Seneca (De Tranquillitate Animi, c. 14.). 

V5 The characters of his two delators, Basilius (Var. ii. 10, II. 
iv. 22.) and Opilio (v. 41'. viii. l6«), are illustrated, not much to 
their honour, in the. Epistles of Cassiodorius, which likewise men- 
tion Dccoratus (v. 31.), the worthless colleague of Boethius (1. iii- 
pro*!. 4 . p. lp3.). 
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xxxlx ^° inan Parisian 95 . Yet his innocence must be 
presumed, since he was deprived by Theodoric of the 
means of justification, and rigorously confined in the 
tower of Pavia, while the senate, at the distance of 
five hundred miles, pronounced a sentence of confis- 
cation and death against the most illustrious of its 
members. At the command of the Barbarians, the 
occult science of a philosopher was stigmatized with 
the names of sacrilege and magic 96 . A devout and 
dutiful attachment to the senate was condemned as 
criminal by the trembling voices of the senators 
themselves; and their ingratitude deserved the 
wish or prediction of Boethius, that, after him, 
none should be found guilty of the same offence 97 . 
His impri- While Boethius, oppressed with fetters, expected 
andXath, eac ^ moment the sentence or the stroke of death, he 
a.d. 624 . composed in the tower of Payia the Consolation oj 
Philosophy; a golden volume nbt unworthy of the 
leisure of Plato or Tully, hilt which claims incom- 
parable merit from thebarbarismof the times and the 
situation of the author. The cel'estialguifte, whom he 
had so long invoked at Borne and Athens, now con- 
descended to illununehiis dungeon, 4 to revive his cou- 
rage, and to pour into, his wounds hot salutary balm. 

86 A acme inquiry was instituted into the crime of magic (Var. iv 
82, 23. ix. 18.) : and it was Relieved that many necromancers har 
escaped by making their gaolers mad : for mad, I should reat 
drunk. . ' . /- 4 • ■ ;* 

W Boetlritis.had composed f Apology (p. 53.), perhap: 

more interesting than his Consolation.*, Wemust he content witl 
the general view of liis honours, principles, persecution, &c. (1. i 
pros. iv. p. 42—62.), which may be Compared with the short an< 
weighty words of the Valesian Fragment (p. 7&3.). An anonymou 
writer (Sinner, Catalog. MSS. Bifilipt. Bern, tom.i. p. 287.) charge 
him home with honourable and patriotic treason. 
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She taught him to compare his long prosperity 
and his recent distress, and to conceive new hopes 
from the inconstancy of fortune. Reason had 
informed him of the precarious condition of her 
gifts; experience had satisfiedhiinof theirreal value; 
he had enjoyed them without guilt ; he might re- 
sign them without a sigh, and calmly disdain the 
impotent malice of his enemies, who had left him 
happiness, since they had left him virtue. From 
the earth, Boethius ascended to heaven in search 
of the supreme good ; explored the metaphy- 
sical labyrinth of chance and destiny, of prescience 
and free-will, of time and eternity ; and generously 
attempted to reconcile the perfect attributes of the 
Deity with the apparent disorders of his moral 
and physical government. Such topics of con- 
solation, so obvious, so vague, or so abstruse, are 
ineffectual to subdue the feelings of human nature. 
Yet the sense of misfortune may be diverted by 
the labour of thought ; and the sage who could 
artfully combine in the same work the various 
riches of philosophy, poetry, and eloquence, must 
already have possessed the intrepid calmness which 
he affected to seek. Suspense, the worst of evils, 
was at length determined by the ministers of 
death, who executed, and perhaps exceeded, the 
inhuman mandate of Theodoric. A strong cord 
was fastened round the head of Boethius, and 
forcibly tightened, till his eyes almost started 
from their sockets ; and some mercy may be dis- 
covered in . the milder torture of beating him with 
VOL. VII. E 


CHAP. 
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XXXTX < ^ U ^ >S ^ "• But his genius survived 

to diffuse a ray of knowledge over the darkest 
ages of the Latin world ; the writings of the 
philosopher were translated by the most glorious 
of the English kings ", and the third emperor of 
the name of Otho removed to a more honourable 
tomb the bones of a Catholic saint, who, from 
his Arian persecutors, had acquired the honours 
of martyrdom, and the fame of miracles 100 . In 
the last hours of Boethius, he derived some com- 
fort from the safety of his two sons, of his wife, 
and of his father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. 
But the grief of Symmachus was indiscreet, and 
perhaps disrespectful : he had presumed to lament, 
Death of he might dare to revenge, the death of an injured 
chu” na friend. He was dragged in chains from Rome to 
A. D. 525 . the palace of Ravenna; and the suspicions of 


08 He was executed in Agro Calventiano (Calvenzano, betweep 
Marignano and l?avia), Anonym. Vales, p. 723. by order of Euse- 
bius count of Ticinum or Pavia. The place of his confinement 
is styled the baptistery , an edifice and name peculiar to cathedrals. 
It is claimed by the perpetual tradition of the church of Pavia. 
The tower of Boethius subsisted till the year 1584, and the 
draught is yet preserved (Tiraboschi, tom. iii. p. 47, 48.). , 

99 See the Biographia Britannica, Alfred, tom. i. p. 80. 3d 
edition. The work is still more honourable if performed under the 
learned eye of Alfred by his foreign and domestic doctors. For 
the reputation of Boethius in the middle ages, consult Brucker 
(Hist. Crit. Phiiosoph. toil. iii. p. 565, 566.). 

too The inscription on his new tomb was composed by the pre- 
ceptor of Otbo the third, the learned pope Silvester II. who, like 
Boethius himself, was styled a magician by the ignorance of the 
times. The Catholic martyr had carried his head in his hands a 
considerable way (Baronius, A. D. 526, N°. 17, 18 .) , yet on a 
similar talc, a lady of my acquaintance once observed, “ La db- 
tance n’y fait rien; il n’y a que le premier pas qui coutc 
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Theodoric could only be appeased by the blood of chap. 
an innocent and aged senator 101 . 

Humanity will be disposed to encourage any llcmorsc 
report which testifies the jurisdiction of conscience ^'■‘xheo- 1 
and the remorse of kings ; and ‘philosophy is not ^ or g« 
ignorant that the most horrid spectres are some- August 30 ! 
times created by the powers of a disordered fancy, 
and the weakness of a distempered body. After 
a life of virtue and glory, Theodoric was now 
descending with shame and guilt into the grave : 
his mind was humbled by the contrast of the past, 
and justly alarmed by the invisible terrors of 
futurity. One evening, as it is related, when the 
head of a large fish was served on the royal table 
■A\’e suddenly exclaimed that he beheld the angry 
countenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring ftify 
and revenge, and his mouth armed with long 
sharp teeth, which threatened to devour him. 

The monarch instantly retired to his chamber, and, 
as he lay, trembling with aguish cold, under a 
weight of bed-clothes, he expressed in broken 
murmurs to his physician Elpidius, his deep 
repentance for the murders of Boethius and Sym- 


101 Boethius applauds the virtues of his father-in4aw (1. i. pros. 
4. p. 59 . 1. ii. pros. 4. p. 118.). Procopius (Goth, t i. c. i.), the 
Valesian Fragment (p. 724.), and the Historia Miscella (1. xv. p. 
105.), agree in praising the superior innocence or sanctity of Sym- 
machusj and in the estimation of the legend, the guilt of his 
murder is equal to the imprisonment of a pope. 

102 In the fanciful eloquence of Cassiodorius the variety of sea 
and river fish are an evidence of extensive dominion ; arid those of 
the Rhine, of Sicily, and of the Danube, were served on the table of 
Theodoric (Var. xii. 14.) The monstrous turbot of Dorailian (Ju- 

. \ enal. Satir. iii. y&) had been caught on the thores of the Adriatic. 
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maehus lu1 . His malady increased, and after a 
dysentery which continued three days, he expired 
in the palace of Ilavenna, in the thirty-third, 
or, if we compute from the invasion of Italy, in 
the thirty-seventH year of his reign. Conscious 
of his approaching end, he divided his treasures 
and provinces between his two grandsons, and fixed 
the Rhone as their common boundary " H . Amalaric 
was restored to the throne of Spain. Italy, with 
all the conquests of the Ostrogoths, was bequeathed 
to Athalaric ; whose age did not exceed ten years, 
but who was cherished as the last male offspring of 
the line of Amali, by the short-lived marriage of 
his mother Amalasuntha with a royal fugitive of 
the same blood 105 . In the presence of the dying - 
monarch, the Gothic chiefs and Italian magis- 
trates mutually engaged their faith and loyalty 
to the young prince, and to his guardian mother ; 
and received in the same awful moment, his last 
salutary advice, to maintain the laws, to love the 
senate and people of Rome, and to cultivate 
with decent reverence the friendship of the em- 

103 Procopius, Goth. 1 . i. c. 1 . But he might have informed 
us, whether he had received this curious' anecdote from common 
report, or from the mouth of the royal physician. 

104 Procopius, Goth. 1. i. c. 1,2. 12, 13. This partition had 
been directed by Theodoric, though it was not executed till after 
his death. Regni hereditatem superstes reliquit (Isidor. Chron. p. 
721. edit. Grot). 

A05 Berimund, the third in descent from Hermanric, king of the 
Ostrogoths, had retired into Spain, •where he lived and died in ob- 
scurity (Jomandes, c. 33. p, 302. edit. Muratori.). See the discover)', 
nuptials, and death of his grandson Eutharic (c. 58. p. 220.). 
His Roman games might render him popular (Cassiodor. in Chron.), 
but Eutharic was.asper in religione (Anonym. Vales, p. 722, 723.).. 
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peror Kl6 . The monument of Theodoric was erect- 
ed, by his daughter Amalasuutha, in a conspi- 
cuous situation, which commanded the city of 
Ravenna, the harbour, and the adjacent coast. 
A chapel of a circular form, thirty feet in 
diameter, is crowned by a dome of one entire 
piece of granite : from the centre of the dome, 
four columns arose, which supported, in a vase 
of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic king, 
surrounded by the brazen statues of the twelve 
apostles 1 ' 7 . His spirit, after some previous ex- 
piation, might have been permitted to mingle 
with the benefactors of mankind, if an Italian 
hermit had not been witness in a vision to the 
, damnation of Theodoric 1 ' 1 *, whose soul was 
plunged, by the ministers of divine vengeance, 
into the vulcano of Lipari, one of the flaming 
mouths of the infernal world 10P . 


10G St*e the counsels of Theodoric, and ihc j>i«dc. : lous of his i»ic- 
cessor, in Procopius (Goth. 1, i. c. ], 2.), jorn.indes (e. 5t). p. 220, 
L V J 1 .), and Cassiodorius (Yar. viii. 1 — /.). Thebe epistle ; arc tlm 
triumph ofhis ministerial eloquence. • 

10 7 Anonym. Vales, p. 724. Agnellus cle Vitis. Pont. Raven. in 
Muratori Script. Rerun) ital. loin. ii. P. i. p. 67 . Alberti D^icrit- 
tionc d ’Italia, p. 311. 

JOii This legend is related by Gregory I. (Dialog, iv. 36'.), and 
approved by Baronins (A. D. . 02 G. N°. 28.); and both the pope and 
caidinal are grave doctors, suflicient to establish a probable opinion. 

10 ^ Theodoric himself, or rather Cassiodorius, had described in 
tragic strains the\ulcanos of Lipari (Cluver. Sicilia, p. 4oG-4 JO.), 
and Vesuvius (iv. 50.). 
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CHAP. XL. 

Elevation of Justin the Elder. Reign of Justi- 

nian . — I. The Empress Theodora. — II. Fac- 
tions of the Circus, and Sedition of Constan- 
tinople. — III. Trade and Manufacture of Silk. 
— IV. Finances and Taxes. — V. Edifices of 
Justinian. Church of St. Sophia. For- 

tifications and Frontiers of the Eastern Empire. 

Abolition of the Schools of Athens, and 

the Consulship of Rome. 

C XL** The emperor Justinian was bom 1 near the ruins 
of Sardica (the modem Sophia), of an obscure 
tiiTcm- race* of Barbarians' 1 , the inhabitants of a wild 
ptror and desolate country, to which the names of 

.fustinian, . . , 

a.D. 48e, Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been 
or a°d". successively applied. His elevation was prepared 
483 , May by the adventurous spirit of his uncle Justin, 
who; with two other peasants of the same 
village, deserted, for the profession of arms, the 
more useful employment of husbandmen or shep- 


1 There is son>e difficulty in the date of his birth (Ludewig in Vh. 
Justiniani, p. 125 .) ; none in the place — the district Bederiana— the 
village Tauresinm, which he afterwards decorated with his name 
and splendour (D'Anville, Hist, de l’Acad. &c. tom. xxxi. p. 287 
— 2Q£.). 

3 The names of these Dardanian peasants are Gothic, and almost 
English : Justinian is a translation of uprauda ( upright ) ; his father 
tfabatius (in Graeco-barbarous language stipes) was styled in his vil- 
lage Istock {Stock ) ; his mother Bigleniza was softened into Vigilantia. 

3 Ludewig (p. 127 — 135 .) attempts to justify the Anician name 
of Justinian and Theodora, and to connect them . with a family 
from which the house of Austria has been derived. 
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herds*. On foot, with a scanty provision of CHAP, 
biscuit in their knapsacks, the three youths fol- 
lowed the high road of Constantinople, and were 
soon enrolled, for their strength and stature, 
among the guards of the emperor Leo. Under 
the two succeeding reigns, the fortunate pea- 
sant emerged to wealth and honours; and his 
escape from some dangers which threatened his 
life was afterwards ascribed to the guardian 
angel who watches over the fate of kings. His 
long and laudable service in the Isaurian and 
Persian wars would not have preserved from 
oblivion the name of Justin ; yet they might 
warrant the military promotion, which in the 
^ yourse of fifty years he gradually obtained ; the 
rank of tribune, of count, and of general, the 
dignity of senator, and the command of the 
guards, who obeyed him as their chief, at the 
important crisis when the emperor Anastasius 
was removed from the world. The powerful 
kinsmen whom he had raised and enriched were 
excluded from the throne ; and the eunuch 
Amantius, who reigned in the palace, had 
secretly resolved to fix the diadem on the head 
of the most obsequious of his creatures. A li- 
beral donative, to conciliate the suffrage of the 
guards, was entrusted for that purpose in the 
hands of their commander. But these weighty 
arguments were treacherously employed by Justin . 

4 See the Anecdotes of Procopius (c. G.) with the notes of N. Ale- 
inannus. The satirist would not have sunk, in the vague and decent 
appellation of yiwpyo;, the /SouxoAep and evpp&c of Zonaras. Yet 
why are those names disgraceful?— and what German baron would 
not be proud to descend from the Eumaeus of the Odyssey ? 
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CHAP. 

XL. 

Kievan on 
and reign 
of liis 
uncle 
Justin I. 
A. D. 518 , 
Julv 10. ; 
A. t). 527 , 
April 1 — 
or Au' r . 1. 


in his own . favour ; and as no competitor pre- 
sumed to appear, the Dacian peasant was in- 
vested with the purple, by the unanimous con- 
sent of the soldiers who knew him to be brave 
and gentle, of the clergy and people who be- 
lieved him to be orthodox, and of the provin- 
cials who yielded a blind and implicit sub- 
mission to the will of the capital. The elder 
Justin, as he is distinguished from another em- 
peror of the same family and name, ascended 
the llyzantinc throne at the age of sixty- 
eight years : and, had he been left to his own 
guidance, every moment of a nine years reign 
must have exposed to his subjects the impropriety 
of their choice. His ignorance was similar to 
that of Thcodoric ; and it is remarkable, that in 
an age not destitute of learning, two contem- 
porary monarchs had never been instructed in 
the knowledge of the alphabet. But tire genius 
of ' Justin was far inferior to that of the Gothic 


king : the experience of a soldier had not quali- 
fied him for the government of an empire ; and, 
though personally brave, the consciousness of his 
own weakness was naturally attended with doubt, 
distrust,- and political apprehension. But the of- 
ficial business of the state was diligently and faith- 
fully transacted by the quaestor Proclus" ; and the 
aged emperor adopted the talents and ambition 
of his nephew Justinian, an aspiring youth, whom 
his uncle had drawn from the rustic solitude of 


* His virtues are praised by Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. 11.). The 
ipKcstfor Proclus was the. friend of Justinian, and the enemy of 
ery other adoption. 
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Dacia, and educated at Constantinople, as the chap. 
heir of his private fortune, and at length of the 
' Eastern empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been dc- Adoption 
frauded of his money, it beQamc necessary to ce&liooof 
deprive him of his life. The task was easily JnMmi.ui, 
accomplished by the charge of a real or fictitious yjo—zzr. 
conspiracy; and the judges were informed, as 
an accumulation of guilt, that lie w^s secretly 
addicted to the Manichacan heresy”. Amantius 
lost his head ; three of his companions, the first 
domestics of the palace, were punished either 
with death or exile ; and tlicir unfortunate candi- 
date for the purple was cast into a deep dungeon, 
overwhelmed with stones, and ignominiously 
thrown, without burial, into the sea. The ruin 
of Vitalian was a work of more difficulty ahd 
danger. That Gothic chief had rendered him- 
self popular by the civil war which he boldly 
waged against Anastasius for the defence of the 
orthodox faith, and after the conclusion of an 
advantageous treaty, he still remained in the 
neighbourhood of Constantinople at the head of 
a formidable and victorious army of Barbarians. 

By the frail* security of oaths, he was tempted to 
relinquish this advantageous situation, and to 
trust his person within the walls of a city, whose 
inhabitants, particularly the blue faction, were 
artfully incensed against him by the reniem- 

Manichaean signifies Eutychian. Hear the furious acclamation* 

<>! Constantinople anti Tyre, the former no more than six days after 
i he decease of Anastasius, Thnj produced, the latter applauded., the 
‘ i much’s death (Baronius, A. D. 518 . P. ii. N°. 15 . Fleury, Hist, 
hccles. tom. vii. p. 200. 20 5. from the CuunciL, tom. v. p. 1 32. 2070- 
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CHAP, brance even of his pious hostilities. The em- 
^ peror and his nephew embraced him as the 
faithful and worthy champion of the church and 
state; and gratefully adorned their favourite 
with the titles of consul and general ; but in the 
seventh month of his consulship, Vitalian was 
stabbed with seventeen wounds at the royal ban- 
quet 7 ; and Justinian, who inherited the spoil, 
was accused as the assassin of a spiritual brother, 
to whom lie had recently pledged his faith in 
the participation of the Christian mysteries *. 
After the fall of his rival, he was promoted, 
without any claim of military service, to the 
office of master-general of the Eastern armies, 
whom it was his duty to lead into the field 
against the public enemy. But, in the pursuit 
of fame, Justinian might have lost his present 
dominion over the age and weakness of his uncle ; 
and, instead of acquiring by Scythian or Per- 
sian trophies the applause of his countrymen ', 
the prudent warrior solicited their favour in the 
churches, the circus, and the senate, of Constan- 
tinople. The Catholics were attached to the ne- 

7 His power, character, and intentions, are perfectly explained by 
the count de Buat (tom. ix. p. 54 — 81.). He was great-grandson of 
Aspar, hereditary prince in the Lesser Scythia, and count of the Go- 
thic fwderati of Thrace. The Bcssi, whom he could influence, 
are the minor Goths of Jornandes (c. 51.). 

8 Justlniani patricii factione dicitur interfectus fuisse (Victor 
Tununensis, Chron. in Thesaur. Temp. Scaligcr, P. ii. p. 7 .). 
Procopius (Anecdot. c. 7 -) styles him a tyrant, but acknowledges 
the aStkpomr**, which is well explained by Alemannus. 

0 In his earliest youth (plane adolescens) he had passed some 
time as an hostage with Theodoric. For this curious fket, Ale- 
niannus (ad Procop. Anecdot. c. 9 . p. 34 . of the first edition) 
quotes a MS. history of Justinian, by his preceptor Theophilus. 
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phew of Justin, who, between the Nestorian and 
Eutychian heresies, trod the narrow path of in- 
flexible and intolerant orthodoxy 10 . In the first 
days of the new reign, he prompted and gratified 
the popular enthusiasm against the memory of the 
deceased emperor. After a schism of thirty-four 
years, he reconciled the proud and angry spirit 
of the Roman pontiff, and spread among the 
Latins a favourable report of his pious respect 
for the apostolic see. The thrones of the East 
were filled with Catholic bishops devoted to his 
interest, the clergy and the monks were gained 
by his liberality, and the people were taught to 
pray for their future sovereign, the hope and 
•pillar of the true religion. The magnificence of 
Justinian was displayed in the superior pomp of 
his public spectacles, an object not less sacred 
and important in the eyes of the multitude than 
the creed of Nice or Chalcedon : the .expence 
of his consulship was esteemed at two hundred 
and eighty-eight thousand pieces of gold ; twenty 
lions, and thirty leopards, were produced at the 
same time in the amphitheatre, and a numerous 
train of horses, with their rich trappings, was 
bestowed as an extraordinary gift on the victo- 
rious charioteers of the circus. While he in- 
dulged the people of Constantinople, and re- 
ceived the addresses of foreign kings, the nephew 
of Justin assiduously cultivated the friendship of 
the senate. That venerable name seemed • to 

10 The ecclesiastical history of Justinian will be shewn hereafter. 
See Baronius,. A. D. 518 — 521. and the copious article Justmianm 
in the index tathe \-ith volume of his Annals. 
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qualify its members to declare the sense of the 
nation, and to regulate the succession of the 
Imperial throne : the feeble Anastasius had per- 
mitted the vigour of government to degenefate 
into the form or 'substance of an aristocracy ; 
and the military officers who had obtained the 
senatorial rank, were followed by their domestic 
guards, a band of veterans, whose arms or accla- 
mations ' might fix in a tumultuous moment the 
diadem of the East. The treasures of the state 
were lavished to procure the voices of the sena- 
tors, and their unanimous wish, that he would 
be pleased to adopt Justinian for his colleague, 
was communicated to the emperor. But this 
request, which too clearly admonished him of liis 
approaching end, was unwelcome to the jealous 
temper of an aged monarch, desirous to retain 
the power which he was incapable of exercising ; 
and Justin, holding his purple with both his 
hands, advised them to prefer, since an election 
was so profitable, some older candidate. Not- 
withstanding this reproach, the senate proceeded 
to decorate Justinian with the royal epithet of 
nobilissimus ; and their decree was ratified by the 
affection or the fears of his uncle. After some 
time the languor of mind and body, to which 
he was reduced by an incurable wound in his 
thigh, indispensably required the aid of a guar- 
dian.' He summoned the patriarch and sena- 
tors ; and in their presence solemnly placed the 
diadem on the head of his nephew, who was 
conducted from the palace to the circus, and 
saluted by the loud and joyful applause of the 
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people. The life of Justin was prolonged about 
four months, but from the instant of this ceremony, 
be^was considered as dead to the empire, which 
acknowledged Justinian, in the forty-fifth year of 
his age, for the lawful sovereign of the East 11 . 

From his elevation to his death, Justinian 
governed the Roman empire thirty-eight years, 
seven months, and thirteen days. The events of 
his reign, which excite our curious attention by 
their number, variety, and importance, are dili- 
gently related by the secretary of Belisarius, a 
rhetorician, whom eloquence had promoted to the 
rank of senator and prsefect of Constantinople. 
According to the vicissitudes of courage or ser- 
vitude, of favour or disgrace, Procopius 1 ' succes- 
sively composed the history , the panegyric , and 
the satire of his own times. The eight books of 
the Persian, Vandalic, and Gothic wars 13 , which 

11 Tile reign of the elder Justin may be found in the tlfcce 
Chronicles of Marcellinus, Victor, and John Malala (tom. ii. 

р. 130—150.), the last of whom (in spite of Ilody, Prolcgom. 
N°. 14. 39- edit. Oxou.) lived soon after Justinian (Jortin’s Re- 
marks, &c. vol. iv. p. 333.) : in the Ecclesiastical History of Evagrius 
(1. iv. c. 1 , 2, 3. 9.), and the Excerpta of Theodorus Lector (N°. 370* 
and in Cedrenus (p. 362—3060 and Zonaras (1. xiv. p. 58—61.), 
who may pass for an original. 

12 See the characters of Procopius and Agatliias in La Mothe le 
Vayer (tom. viii. p. 144—1740, Vossius (de IlistoricisGraecis, I. ii. 

с. 22.), and Fabricius (Bibliot, Graec. 1. v. c. 5 . tom. vi. p. 248 — 
278.). Their religion, an honourable problem, betrays occasional 
conformity, with a secret attachment to Paganism and Philosophy. 

is In the seven first books, two Persic, two Vandalic, and Lhrce 
Gothic, Procopius has borrowed from Appiau the division of pro- 
vinces and wars : the viiith book, though it bears tlic name ot 
Gothic, is a miscellaneous and general supplement down to the 
spring of the year 553, from whence it is continued by A^aihias 
till 559 (Pagi, Critica, A. D. 579- N°. 5.). 
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CHAP, are continued in the five books of Agatlrias, de- 
serve our esteem as a laborious and successful , 
imitation of the Attic, or at least of the Asiatic' 
writers of ancient Greece. His facts are collected 
from the personal experience and free conversation 
of a soldier, a statesman, and a traveller; his style 
continually aspires, and often attains, to the merit 
of strength and elegance; his reflections, more 
especially in the speeches, which he too frequently 
inserts, contain a rich fund of political knowledge ; 
and the historian, excited by the generous ambition 
of pleasing and instructing posterity, appears to 
disdain the prejudices of the people, and the flatter}' 
of courts. The writings of Procopius 14 were read 
and applauded by his contemporaries 19 ; but, al- 
though he respectfully laid them at the foot of the 
throne, the pride of Justinian must have been 


w The literary fate of Procopius has been somewhat unlucky, 
l /HU books de Bello Gothico were stolen by Leonard Aretin, and 
published (Fulginii, 1470. Venet. 1471. apud Janson. Mattaire, 
Annal. Typograph. tom. i. edit, posterior, p. QQQ. 304. 279- 299 .) 
in h ’19 own name (See Vossius dc Hist. Lat. 1. iii. c. 5. and the 
feeble defenceof the Venice Gioroale de Letterati, tom. xix. p. $070. 
2. His works were mutilated by the first Latin translators, Chris- 
topher Persona (Gioroale, tom. xix. p. 340 — 348-1 and Raphael dc 
Volaterra (Huet, da Claris Interpret! bus/p. 1(5(5.) who did not 
even consult the MS. of the Vatican library, of which they were 
prefects (Aleman. in' Prefat. Anecdot). 3. The Greek text was 
not printed till l607> by Hoeschellvjs of Augsburg (Dictionnaire de 
Baylc, tom. ii. p. 732.). 4. The ParU edition was imperfectly 
executed by Claude Maltret, a Jesuit of Thoulouse (in 1663), faT 
distant frotn the Louvre press and the Vatican MS., from which, 
however, he obtained some supplements. HU promised commen- 
taries, &c. have never appeared. The Agatbias of Leyden (1594) 
has been wisely reprinted by the Paris editor, with the Latin version 
of Bonavcntura Vulcanius/a learned interpreter (Huet, p. 176.). 

15 Agathias in Prefab p. 7, 8. t. iv. p. 137. Evagrius, 1. iv. c. 12. 
See likewise Photius, cod. Ism. p. 0\>. 
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wounded by the praise of an hero, who perpetually ciiap. 
eclipses the glory of his inactive sovereign. The 
conscious dignity of independence was subdued by 
tlTtMiopes and fears of a slave ; and the secretary 
of Belisarius laboured for pardon and reward in 
the six books of the Imperial edifices. He had 
dextrously chosen a subject of apparent splendour, 
in which he could loudly celebrate the genius, the 
magnificence, and the piety of a prince, who, both 
as a conqueror and legislator, had surpassed the 
puerile virtues of Themistocles and Cyrus lS . His* 
appointment might urge the flatterer to secret 
revenge; and the first glance of favour might again 
tempt him to suspend and suppress a libel 17 , in 
jvhich the Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious 
and contemptible tyrant, in which both the em- 
peror and his consort Theodora are seriously repre- 
sented as two daemons, who had assumed an human 
form for the destruction of mankind “. Such base 
inconsistency must doubtless sully the reputatioft, 


*£ K vp*u vauhia (says he, Praefat. acl I. de Edificiis Oft pi XTlfffJLOLTUi*) 
is no more than Kvpw a pun! In these five books, Procopius 

affects a Christian as well as a courtly style. 

IT Procopius discloses himself (Praefat. ad Anccdot. c. 1, *2. 5.), 
and the anecdotes are reckoned as the ixth book bySuidas (tom.iii. 

р. 186. edit. Kuster). The silence of Evagrius is a poor objection. 
Baronius (A. D. 548, N°. 24.) regrets the loss of this secret history : 
it was then in the Vatican library, in his own custody, and was first 
published sixteen years after his death, with the learned, but partial, 
notes of Nicholas Alemannus (Lugd. 1623.). 

** Justinian an ass— the perfect likeness of Domitian — Anecdot. 

с. 8.— Theodora’s lovers driven from her bed by rival daemons — 
her marriage foretold with a great daemon— a monk saw the prince 
of the daemons, instead of Justinian, on the throne — the servant,-, 
who watched beheld a face without features, a body walking with- 

. out a head, &c. &c. Procopius declares his own and hi* liLiuL 
belief in these diabolical stories (c. 12.). 
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and detract from the credit, of Procopius: yet, after 
the venom of his malignity has been suffered, to 
exhale, the residue of the anecdotes , even the most 
disgraceful facts, some of which had been tenderly 
hinted in his public history, are established by 
their internal evidence, or the authentic monu- 
ments of the times ,tf . From these various mate- 
rials, I shall now proceed to describe the reign of 
Justinian, which will deserve and occupy an ample 
space. The present chapter will explain the ele- 
vation and character of Theodora, the factions of 
the circus, and the peaceful administration of the 
sovereign of the East. In the three succeeding 
chapters, I shall relate the wars of Justiuian which 
atchieved the conquest of Africa and Italy; and I 
shall follow the victories of Bclisarius and Narses, 
without disguising the vanity of their triumphs, or 
the hostile virtue of the Persian and Gothic heroes. 
The series of this and the following volume will 
eftibrace the jurisprudence and theology of the 
emperor; the controversies and sects which still 
divide the Oriental church ; the reformation of the 
Roman law, which is obeyed or respected by the 
nations of modern Europe. 

I. In the exercise of supreme power, the first 
act of Justinian was to divide it with the woman 
whom he loved, the famous Theodora 80 , whose 


Montesquieu (Considerations sur la Grandeur et la Decadence 
ties Uomaios, c. xxO gives credit to these anecdotes, as connected, 
1 . with the weakness of the empire, and, 2 . with the instability of 
Justinian’s laws., * 

20 For the life and manners of the empress. Theodora, see the 
Anecdotes ; more especially c. 1 — 5. 9 , 10 — £ 5 , 16 , 17- with the 
learned notes of Alemannus— a reference which is always implied. 
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strange elevation cannot be applauded as the CHAP, 
triumph of female virtue. Under the reign of 
V^nastasius, the care of the wild beasts maintained 
by 1 ihe green faction at Constantinople, was en- 
trusted to Acacius, a native of the isle of Cyprus, 
who, from his employment, was sumamed the mas- 
ter of the bears. This honourable office was given 
after his death to another candidate, notwithstand- 
ing the diligence of his widow, who had already 
provided a husband and a successor. Acacius had 
left three daughters, Comito a , Theodora, aud 
Anastasia, the eldest of whom did not then exceed 
the age of seven years. Ou a solemn festival, these 
helpless orphans were sent by their distressed and 
itidignant mother, in the garb of suppliants, into 
the midst of the theatre : the green faction re- 
ceived them with contempt, the blues with com- 
passion; and this difference, which sunk deep into 
the mind of Theodora, was felt long afterwards 
in the administration of the empire. ' As they im- 
proved in age and beauty, the three sisters were 
successively devoted to the public and private 
pleasures of the Byzantine people ; aud Theodora, 
after following Comito on the stage, in the dress 
of a slave, with a stool on her head, was at length 
permitted to exercise her independent talents. 

She neither danced, nor sung, nor played on the 
flute ; her skill was confined to the pantomime arts ; 
she excelled in buffoon characters, and as often as 


21 Comito was afterwards married to SitLa-s duke of Arme- 
nia, the fdttycr, perhaps, at least she might be the mother, of the 
empress Sophia. Two nephews of Theodora may be the iori' 
.01 Anastasia CAIcmau. p. 30, Jl.). 

VOL. VII. 
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CHAP. 

XI- 


the comedian swelled her cheeks, and complained 
with a ridiculous tone and gesture of the blows 
that were inflicted, the whole theatre of Constanti- 
nople resounded with laughter and applause. •* The 
beauty of Theodora" was the subject. of more 
flattering praise, and the source of more exquisite 
delight. Her features were delicate and regular ; 
her complexion, though somewhat pale, was tinged 
with a natural colour; every sensation was in- 
stantly expressed by the vivacity of her eyes ; her 
easy motions displayed the graces of a small but 
elegant figure ; and cither love or adulation might 
proclaim, that painting and poetry were incapable 
of delineating the matchless excellence of her 
form. But this form was degraded by the facility 
with which it was exposed to the public eye, and 
prostituted to licentious desire. Her venal charms 
were abandoned to a promiscuous crowd of citizens 
and strangers, of every rank, and of every pro- 
fession : the fortunate lover who had been promised 
a night of enjoyment, was often driven from her 
bed by a stronger or more wealthy favourite ; and 
when she passed through the streets, her presence 
was avoided by all who wished to escape either 
the scandal or the temptation. The satirical his- 
torian has not blushed 21 to describe the naked 
scenes which Theodora was not ashamed to exhibit 

Her statue was raised at Constantinople, on a porphyry column. 
See Procopius <,dc Edif. 1. i. c. 11.), who gives her portrait in 
the Anecdotes (c. 10.). Aleman (p. 47.) produces one from a 
Mosaic at Ravenna, loaded with pearls and jewels, and yet. handsome. 

5,i A fragment, of the Anec dotes (c. <).,) somewhat too naked, was 
Mipprco.cd by Alcinanuu>, though extant in the Vatican MS, ■ nor 
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iu the theatre . After exhausting the arts of CHAP, 
sensual pleasure* 5 , she most ungratefully mur- XL 
mured against the parsimony of Nature 21 ’: but 
her murmurs, her pleasures, and her arts, must 
be veiled in the obscurity of a learned language. 

After reigning for some time, the delight and 
contempt of the capital, she condescended to 
accompany Ecebolus, a native of Tyre, who had 
obtained the government of the African Pcnta- 
polis. But this union was frail and transient: 
Ecebolus soon rejected an expensive and faithless 
concubine ; she was reduced at Alexandria to ex- 
treme distress ; and in her laborious return to 
Constantinople, every city of the East admired 
and enjoyed the fair Cyprian, whose merit ap- 
peared to justify her descent from the peculiar 

has the defect been supplied in the Paris or Venice editions. La 
Mothe le Vaycr (tom. viii. p. gave the first hint of this curious 
and genuine passage (Jortin’s Remarks, vol. iv. p. which he 

had received from Rome, and it has been since published in the" 

Menagiana (tom. iii. p. 2;A— 25Q.) f with a Latin version. 

* 4 After the mention of a narrow girdle (as none could appear stark- 
naked in the theatre), Procopius thus proceeds : r^xc™,* rt tv 

TV tltVQtl VITTtOt EXttTO* ©IJTIf $« T tVBf .... aUTIJ ! J7t sp$tv TW, 

wv tppiTTTOv, a{ Se at ,yvve; y ot ig TvTO w xf toytua <rfi evot tvTvyyav sv rote ro/uaeu 

t/divSf xaTx fitav atvfhvuevot ttcQto'j. I hate heard that a learned prolate, 
now deceased, was fond of quoting this passage in conversation. 

25 Theodora surpassed the ('rispa of Ausonius (Epigram lxxi.\ 
who imitated the capitalis luxusof the females ofNola. See Quin- 
tilian Jnstitut. viii. O’, and To rren tilts ad llor.it. Sermon. 1. i. sat. f 2. 
v. 101. At a memorable supper, thirty shoes waited round the 
table; ten young men feasted with Theodora. Her charity was 
universal. 

Et Jassata viris, need u in satiata, rccessii. 

ttS* xax rptwv fpu7r»s/i#rftiv epyot&juevij evexaXn tv fvtrtt 8u r {So pa irt 
® e W i <6tt riTTHf avry evpvTtpciv v wv uet Tpv7rtnv t w wg tuvarv tti j y.cn txiivri 

•FV*Ztc9cii. She wished for a fourth altar, on which she might pour 
libation* to the god of hnc. 
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island of Venus. The vague commerce of Theo- 
dora, and the most detestable precautions, pre- 
served her from the danger which she feared ; ,yet 
once, and once only, she became a mother. 'The 
infant was saved find educated in Arabia, by his 
father, who imparted to him on his death-bed, 
that he was the son of an empress. Filled with 
ambitious hopes, the unsuspecting youth imme- 
diately hastened to the palace of Constantinople, 
and was admitted to the presence of his mother. 
As he was never more seen, even after the decease 
of Theodora, she deserves the foul imputation of 
extinguishing with his life a secret so offensive to 
her Imperial virtue. 

In the most abject state of her fortune arid 
reputation, some vision, either of sleep, or of 
fancy, had whispered to Theodora the pleasing 
assurance that she was destined to become the 


spouse of a potent monarch. Conscious of her 
approaching greatness, she returned from Paphla- 
gonia to Constantinople ; assumed, like a skilful 
actress, a more decent character; relieved her 
poverty by the laudable industry of spinning 
wool; and affected a life of chastity and soli- 
tude in a small house, which she afterwards 
changed into a magnificent temple ' 7 . Her 
beauty, assisted by art or accident, soon at- 
tracted/ captivated, and fixed, the patrician Jus- 
tinian, who already reigned with absolute sway 


*7 Anonym. «le Antiquitat. C. P. 1. iii. 132. in Banduri Iniperium 
Orient, tom. i. p. 48. Ludewig (p. 154.) argues sensibly that 
Theodora would not have, immortalised a brothel: but I apply 
this lac t to her second and chaster residence at Constantinople. 
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under the name of his uncle. Perhaps she con- 
trived to enhance the value of a gift which she 
had so often lavished on the meanest of mankind: 
perhaps she inflamed, at first by modest delays, 
and at last by sensual allurements, the desires of a 
lover, who from nature or devotion was addicted 
to long vigils and abstemious diet. When liis first 
transports had subsided, she still maintained the 
same ascendant over his mind, by the more solid 
merit of temper and understanding. Justinian 
delighted to ennoble and enrich the object of his 
affection ; the treasures of the East were poured 
at her feet, and the nephew of Justin was deter- 
mined, perhaps by religious scruples, to bestow 
on his concubine the sacred and legal character 
of a wife. But the laws of Rome expressly pro- 
hibited the marriage of a senator with any female 
who had been dishonoured by a servile origin or 
theatrical profession: the empress Lupicina, pr 
Euphemia, a Barbarian of rustic maimers, but 
of irreproachable virtue, refused to accept a 
prostitute for her niece; and even Yigilantia, 
the superstitious mother of Justinian, though 
she acknowledged the wit and beauty of Theo- 
dora, was seriously apprehensive, lest the levity 
and arrogance of that artful paramour might cor- 
rupt the piety and happiness of her son. These 
obstacles were removed by the inflexible constancy 
of Justinian. He patiently expected the death of 
the empress; he despised the tears of his mother, 
who soon sunk under the weight of her affliction ; 
and a law was promulgated in the name of the em- 
peror Justin, which abolished the rigid jurisprudence 
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CHAP, of antiquity. A glorious repentance (the words of 
the edict) was left open for the unhappy females 
who had prostituted their persons on the theatre, 
and they were permitted to contract a legal union 
with the most illustrious of the Romans 50 . This 
indulgence was speedily followed by the solemn 
nuptials of Justinian and Theodora; her dignity 
was gradually exalted with that of her lover ; and, 
as soon as Justin had invested his nephew with the 
purple, the patriarch of Constantinople placed the 
diadem on the heads of the emperor and empress of 
the East. But the usual honours which the severity 
of Roman manners had allowed to the wives of 
princes, could not satisfy either the ambition of 
Theodora or the fondness of Justinian. He seated 
her on the throne as an equal and independent col- 
league in the sovereignty of the Empire, and an 
oath of allegiance was imposed on the governors 
of the provinces in the joint names of Justinian 
and Theodora 59 . The Eastern world fell prostrate 
before the genius and fortune of the daughter of 
Acacius. The prostitute who, in the presence of 


28 See the old law in Justinian’s Code (1. v. tit. v. leg. 7- tit. xxvii. 
leg. 1.) under the years 330 and 454. The new edict (about the 
year 521 or 522. Aleman, p. .'*8. 9(i.) very awkwardly repeals no 
more than the clause of inuliercs scrnica, lihcrtiiio 1 , tabernaria 1 . 
See the novels 8()aiul 117- and a Greek rescript from Justinian to 
the bishops (Aleman, p. 4J.). 

I swear by the Father, &:c. by the Virgin. Mary, by the four 
Gospels, qua^ in manibus tenco, and by the holy Archangels Mi- 
chael and Gabriel, puram conscicntiaui gcrmanumque sen ilium 
me servaturum, sacratissimis DDNN. Justiniano ct Theodoras 
conjugi cjus (Novell, viii. tit. 3.). Would the oath 'have been 
binding in favour of the widow? Communes trtuli et triumphi, 
&c. (Aleman, p. 47, 48.). 
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innumerable spectators, had polluted the theatre of 
Constantinople, was adored as a queen in the same 
city, by grave magistrates, orthodox bishops, victo- 
rious'generals, and captive monarchs 30 . - 

Those who believe that the female mind is to- 
tally depraved by the loss of chastity, will eagerly 
listen to all the invectives of private envy or popu- 
lar resentment, which have dissembled the virtues 
of Theodora, exaggerated her vices, and condemned 
with rigour the venal or voluntaryisms of the youth- 
ful harlot. From a motive of shame, or contrtnpt, 
she often declined the servile lxnnagc of the mul- 
titude, escaped from the odious light of the capital, 
and passed the greatest part of the year in the 
palaces and gardens which were pleasantly seated 
on the sea-coast of the Propontis and the Bospho- 
rus. Her juivate. hours were devoted to the pru- 
dent as well as grateful care of her beauty, the 
luxury of the bath and table, and the long 'slub- 
ber of the evening and the morning. I Icr secret 
apartments were occupied by the favourite women 
and eunuchs, whose interests and passions she 
indulged at the expence of justice ; the most 
illustrious personages of the state were crowded 
into a dark and sultry antichamber, aiid when at 
last, after tedious attendance, they were admitted 
to kiss the feet of Theodora, they experienced, as 
her humour might suggest, the silent arrogance of 
an empress, or the capricious levity of a comedian. 



,j° J,et greatness own her, and she’s mean no more,” &c. 
Without Warburton’s critical telescope, I should never have seen, 
in the general picture of triuniphantmce, any personal allusion to 
'Theodora. 
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chap. Her rapacious avarice to accumulate an immense 
treasure, may be excused by the apprehension of 
her husband’s death, which could leave no alterna- 
tive between ruin and the throne ; and fear as well 
as ambition might exasperate Theodora against 
two generals, who, during a malady of the emperor, 
had rashly declared that they were not disposed 
to acquiesce in the choice of the capital. But the 
reproach of cruelty, so repugnant even to her 
softer vices, has left an indelible stain on the me- 
mory of Theodora. Her numerous spies observed, 
and zealously reported, every action, or w'ord, or 
look, injurious to their royal mistress. Whom- 
soever they accused were cast into her peculiar 
prisons 31 , inaccessible to the inquiries of justice; 
and it was rumoured, that the torture of the 
rack, or scourge, had been inflicted in the pre- 
sence of a female tyrant, insensible to the voice 
of prayer or of pity 33 . Sonic of these unhappy 
victims perished in deep unwholesome dungeons, 
while others were permitted, after the loss of 
their limbs, their reason, or their fortune, to 
appear in the world the living monuments of her 
vengeance, which was commonly extended to 
the children of those whom she had suspected or 
injured. The senator or bishop, whose death or 
exile Theodora had pronounced, was delivered 
to a trusty messenger, and his diligence was 

31 Her prisons, a labyrinth, a Tartarus (Anecdot. c. 40, were 
under the palace. Darkness is propitious to cruelty, but it is like- 
wise favourable to calumny and fiction. 

32 A more jocular whipping was inflicted on Saturninus, for pre- 
suming to say that his wife, a favourite of the empress, had uot 
been found arping (Anecdot. c. 1 70- 
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CHAP, dora is celebrated by Justinian himself; and his 
laws are attributed to the sage counsels of his 
most reverend wife, whom he had received as 
the gift of the Deity 36 . Her courage was 'dis- 
played amidst the’ tumult of the people and the 
terrors of the court. Her chastity, from the mo- 
ment of her union with Justinian, is founded on 
the silence of her implacable enemies ; and, al- 
though the daughter of Acacius might be sa- 
tiated with love, yet some applause is due to the 
firmness of a mind which could sacrifice pleasure 
and habit to the stronger sense cither of duty or 
interest. The wishes and prayers of Theodora 
could never obtain the blessing of a lawful son, 
and she buried an, infant daughter, the sole off- 
spring of her marriage 37 . Notwithstanding this 
disappointment, her dominion was permanent 
and absolute ; she preserved, by art or merit, the 
affections of Justinian ; and their seeming dis- 
sensions were always fatal to the courtiers who 
believed them to be sincere. Perhaps her health 
had been impaired by the licentiousness of her 
youth ; but it was always delicate, and she was 
directed by her physicians to use the Pythian 
warm baths. In this journey, the empress w’as 
followed by the praetorian prscfect, the great 

how differently may the same fartbe stated I John Malala (tom. ii. 
p. 174, 1 7o-) observes, that on this, or a similar occasion, she re- 
leased and clothed the girls whom she had purchased from the 
stews at iiveaurei u-piece. 

Novel, viii. I. An allusion to Theodora. Pier enemies read 
the name Ihrmonodora (Aleman, p. ()(>.). 

*•■ Si. Sahas refused to pray for a son of Theodora, lest he should 
prove an heretic worse than Anastasias himself (C)ril in V it. St. 
Saba*, ajmd Aleman, p. 7<>. I Of).}. 
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treasurer, several counts and patricians, and a chap. 
splendid train of four thousand attendants; the 
highways were 'repaired at .her approach ; a pa- 
lace- was erected for her reception ; and as she 
passed through Bitliyuia, she -distributed liberal 
alms to the churches, the monasteries, and ihe 
hospitals, that they might implore heaven for 
the restoration of her health' 18 . At length, in the aiM j .icatli. 
twenty-fourth year of her marriage, and the 
twenty-second of her reign, she was consumed 
by a cancer 1 ' 1 ; and the irreparable loss was de- 
plored by her husband, who, in the room of a 
theatrical prostitute, might have selected the 
purest and most noble virgin of the East 10 . 

II. A material difference may be observed in The Tac- 
tile games of antiquity: the most eminent of the 
Greeks were actors, the Homans were merely 
spectators. The Oympic stadium was open to 
wealth, merit, and ambition; and if the can- 
didates could depend on their personal skill and 
activity, they might pursue the footsteps of Dio- 
mede and Mcnclaus, and conduct their own 

38 See Jnlin MaJala, tom. ii. p. 174- Theopliancs, p. l->8. Pro- 
copius de Kilific. 1. v. c.-3. 

Theodora Chalcedonensis synodi inimica eanccris plaga tolo 
corpore perfusa vitam prodigiosc finivit (Victor Tununcusih in 
Citron.). On such occasions,, an orthodox mind is steeled against 
pity. Alcmannus (p. 11?, 13. ) understands the tua-ecarg txotprfc of 
Theophancs as civil language, which does not imply either p:cty or 
repentance; yet two years after her death, St. Theodora is celc-. 
brated by Paul Silentiarius (in Proem, v. 5 8 — 02.). 

40 As she per ecu ted the popes, and rejected a council, Baron i tit 
exhausts the names of Kvc, Dalila, Ilerodias, &c. : afier which lie 
has recourse to his infernal dictionary : civis inform — alumna dieiiin- 
nurn — satanico agitata spiritu — oestro pcrcita diaholico, Ac. Ac. 

‘ (A. D. j48, N°. 24.). 

41 Read and feel the xxiiid hook of the Iliad, a living picture of- 
ntanners, passions, and the whole form .Aid spirit of the chariot race. 
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CHAP, tions which had agitated the circus, raged with 
XL - , redoubled fury in the hippodrome. Under the 
'^ V ^' reign of Anastasius, this popular frenzy was in- 
flamed by religious zeal; and the greens, who- had 
treacherously concealed stones and daggers under 
baskets of fruit, massacred, at a solemn festival, 
three thousand of their blue adversaries 41 . From 
the capital, this pestilence was diffused into the 
provinces and cities of the East, and the sportive 
distinction of two colours produced two strong and 
irreconcileable factionsj- which shook the founda- 
tions of a feeble government 45 . The popular dis- 
sensions, founded on the most serious interest, or 
holy pretence, have scarcely equalled the obstinacy 
of this wanton discord, which invaded the peace of 
families, divided friends and brothers, and tempted 
the female sex, though seldom seen in the circus, to 
espouse the inclinations of their lovers, or to contra- 
dict the wishes of their husbands. Every law, 
cither human or divine, was trampled under foot, 
and as long as the party was successful, its deluded 
followers appeared careless of private distress or 
public calamity. The licence, without the free- 
dom, of democracy, was revived at Antioch and 
Constantinople, and the support of a faction be* 

44 Marccllin. in Ghron. p. 47. Instead of the vulgar word renefa, 
he. uses the more exquisite terms of ctrrulea and ccerculis. Baronins 
(A. D. 501, N°. 4, 5, (),) is satisfied that the blues were orthodox ; 
hut Tillemont is angry at the supposition, and will not allow atiy 
martyrs in a playhouse (Hist, dcs Emp. torn. vi. 554 .)■ 

4: * See Procopius, Persic. 1. i. c. 24. In describing the vices of the 
factions and of the gw eminent, the puHic , is not more favourable 
than the secret, historian. Airman (p. 2(i.) has quoted a fine passage 
from Gregory Nazianzcn, which proves the inveteracy of the c\il. 
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came necessary to every candidate for civil or CHAP, 
ecclesiastical honours. A secret attachment to the 
family or sect of Anastasius was imputed to the 
greens ; the blues were zealously devoted to the 
cause of orthodoxy and Justinian 415 , and then- 
grateful patron protected, above five years, the .i„ s ti n ian 
disorders of a faction, whose seasonable tumults n,VO|,rs 
overawed the palace, the senate, ,and the capitals liiucs. 
of the East. Insolent with royal favour, the blues 
affected to strike terror by a peculiar and Barbaric 
dress, the long hair of the Huns, their close sleeves 
and ample garments, a lofty step, and a sonorous 
voice. In the day they concealed their two-edged 
ponyards, but in the night they boldly assembled 
in arms, and in numerous bauds, prepared for 
every act of violence and rapine. Their adversaries 
of the green faction, or even inoffensive citizens, 
were stripped and often murdered by these nocturnal 
robbers, and it became dangerous to wear any gold 
buttons or girdles, or to appear at a late hour in 
the streets of a peacefid capital. A daring spirit, 
rising with impunity, proceeded to violate the safe- 
guard of private houses ; and fire was employed to 
facilitate the attack, or to conceal the crimes of 
these factious rioters. No place was safe or sacred 
from their depredations ; to gratify cither avarice 
or revenge, they profusely spilt the blood of the 
innocent; churches and altars were polluted by 
atrocious murders ; and it was the boast of the 

4 7 The partiality of Justinian for the blues (Anecdot. c. 7.) is 
attested by Kvagrius (Hist. Kcnes. I. iv. c. 3U.), John Mahda 
(tniii. ii, j», 138, ebpC'Jdlly for Antioch ; and Tlicophanch 

(]). 11 ^.) 
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assassins, that their dexterity could always inflict 
a mortal wound with a single stroke of their 
dagger. The dissolute youth of Constantinople 
adopted the blue livery of disorder; the .laws 
■were silent, and the bonds of society were re- 
laxed; creditors were compelled to resign their 
obligations ; judges to reverse their sentence ; 
masters to enfranchise their slaves; fathers to 
supply the extravagance of their children ; noble 
matrons were prostituted to the lust of their ser- 
vants; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of 
their parents ; and wives, unless they preferred a 
voluntary death, were ravished in the presence of 
their husbands' 17 . The despair of the greens, 
who were persecuted by their enemies, and de- 
serted by the magistrate, assumed the privilege 
of defence, perhaps of retaliation : but those 
who survived the combat were dragged to exe- 
cution, and the unhappy fugitives, escaping to 
woods and caverns, preyed without mercy on 
the society from whence they were expelled. 
Those ministers of justice who had courage to 
punish the crimes, and to brave the resentment, 
of the blues, became the victims of their indis- 
creet zeal : a prefect of Constantinople fled for 
refuge to the holy sepulchre, a count of the Kast 
was ignominiously whipped, and a governor of 
Cilicia was hanged, by the order of Theodora, 
on the tomb of two assassins whom he had con- 


47 A wife (says Procopius), who was seized and almost ravished 
hy a blue-coat, threw hcrscLf into the Bosphorus. The bishops of 
the second Syria (Aleman, p. deplore a similar suicide, the 
guilt or ^lory of female chattily, and name the heroine. 
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detuned for the murder of his groom, and a daring chap. 
attack upon his own life 48 .- An aspiring can- 
didate may he tempted to build his greatness on 
the public confusion, but it is the interest as well 
as duty of a sovereign to maintain the authority of 
the laws. The first edict of Justinian, which Was 
often repeated, and sometimes executed, announced 
his firm resolution to support the innocent, and to 
chastise^ the guilty of every .denomination and 
colour. Yet the balance of justice was still in- 
clined in favour of the blue faction, by the secret 
affection, the habits, and the feaTs of the emperor; 
his equity, after an apparent -struggle, submitted, 
without reluctance, to the implacable passions of 
Theodora, and the empress never forgot, or for- 
gave, the injuries of the comedian.- At the ac- 
cession of the younger Justin, the proclamation 
of equal and rigorous justice indirectly condemned 
the partiality of the former reigh: “Ye bliifs, 

“ Justinian is no moire ! ye greens, he is still 
“ alive 49 !” 

A sedition, which almost laid Constantinople Sedition of 
in ashes, was excited by the mutual hatred and n^X^sur- 
momentary reconciliation of the. two factions, named 
In the fifth year of his reign, Justinian cele- a'd..™*. 

* ' '• January. 

48 The doubtful credit df Procopius (Anecdot. c. 170 18 supported 
by the less partial Evagrius, whd confirms theiact, and specifies 
the names. The. tragic fate of the prefect of Constantinople is 
related by John Malala (tom. ii.' p. 1390- 
*9 See John Malala (tom. ii. p. 1470 » yet he owns that Jus- 
tinian was attached to the blues. The seeming discord of the 
emperor and Theodora, is perhaps viewed with too much jealousy 
and refinement by Procopius (Anecdot. c, 10.)- See AlcrnAn. 

Praefat. p.fi. 

VOI,. VII. G 
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bratcd the festival of the ides of January: the 
games were incessantly disturbed by the cla- 
morous discontent of the greens;, till the twenty- 
second race, the emperor maintained his silent 
gravity ; at length, yielding to his impatience, 
he condescended to hold, in abrupt sentences, 
and by the voice of a cryer, the most singular 
dialogue 80 that ever passed between a. prince 
and his subjects. Their first complaints were 
respectful and modest; they accused the subor- 
dinate ministers of oppression, and proclaimed 
their wishes for the long life and victory of the 
emperor. “ Be patient and attentive, ye insolent 
“railers!” exclaimed Justinian; “ be mute, yc 
“ Jews, Samaritans, and Manidiaeans !” The 
greens still attempted to awaken his compassion. 
“We are poor, we are innocent, we arc injured, 
“ we dare not pass through the streets : a general 
“.persecution is exercised against pur name and 
“ colour. Let us die, O emperor ! but let us die 
“ by your command, and for your service !” But 
the repetition of partial and passionate invectives 
degraded, in their eyes, the majesty of the purple ; 
they renounced allegiance to the prince who 
refused justice to his people;- lamented that the 
father 'of Justinian had been bom ; and branded 
his son with the opprobrious names of an homicide, 
an ass, and a peijured tyrant. " Bo you despise 
“ ypur lives?” cried the indignant monarch : the 

50 This dialogue, whichTheophanes has preserved, exhibits the' 
popular language, as well as the manners, of Constantinople in 
the vith century. Tfiieir Greek is mingled with many strange 
«nd barbarous words, for which Ducange Cannot always fmd^a 
mcantog or etymology. * * 
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blues rose wi|h fury from their. seats.; their hostile chap. 
clamours thundered ,m the hippodrome; and their 
adversaries, deserting the unequal; contest, spread 
terror and despair through the streets of Con- 
stantinople. At this dangerous 'moment, seven 
notorious assassins of both factious, who had been 
condemned by the prsefect, were carried round the 
city, and afterwards transported to the place of 
execution in, the suburb of.Pera. Pour were im- 
mediately beheaded; a fifth was hanged: but 
when the same punishment was inflicted on the 
remaining two,. , the rope broke,, they fell alive to 
the ground, the populace applauded their escape, 
and the monks of St. Conon, issuing from the 
neighbouring convent, conveyed them in a boat 
to the sanctuary of the church 5 \ As one of these 
criminals was of the blue, and the other of the 
green livery, the two factions were equally pro- 
voked by the cruelty of their oppressor,, pr the 
ingratitude of their patron ; and a short truce was 
concluded till, they had delivered their prisoners, 
and satisfied their revenge. . The palace of the 
prefect, who withstood the seditious tbrrent, was 
instantly burnt,, his officers and guards were mas- 
sacred, .the prisons were forced open, and freedom 
Was . restored to . those who could only use it for 
the public destruction. A .military force, which 
had been dispatched - to the .aid of the civil 
magistrate, ' was fiercely encountered by an armed 
multitude, whose numbers and boldness con- 
tinually increased ; .ahd the' Hetuli, the wildest 
Barbarians in the.' service of the empire, over- 

si See this church and monastery in Ducangc, C. P. Christiana, 

]. i\ . |>. 182 . 
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Ciiap* turned the -priests and their relics^ which, from 
a pious motive, had been' rashly ^interposed to 
v separate the Moody conflict. - 'The tumult was 
exasperated hy this sacrilege, the people fought 
with enthusiasm in the cause of God ; the women, 
from the roofs and windows, showered stones 
on the heads of the soldiers, who darted fire- 
brands against the houses ; and the various flames, 
, which had been kindled by the hands of citizsiis 
and. strangers, spread without controul over the 
face of the city. The .conflagration involved, the 
cathedral of St. Sophia, the baths , of Zeuxippus, 
a part of the palace, from the first entrance to the 
altar of Mars, and the long portico from the 
palace to the forum of Constantine ; a large hos- 
pital, with' the sick patients, was consumed; many 
churches and stately edifices were destroyed, and 
an immense treasure of gold and silver was either 
melted or lost. From Such scenes of horror and 
distress, the wise and wealthy citizens escaped over 
the Bosphorus' to' the Asiatic side; and during 
five days Constantinople was abandoned to the 
frictions, Whose watch-word,-' ’■Nik a, vanquish /.has 
given a, name to this memorable sedition**. 

Thedis- ' As long- as the factions were divided, the tri- 
Justinian. Umphant blues,and desponding greens, appeared 
to behold with the same indifference the disor- 
ders iof the state." They’ agreed to censure the 
cormpt^management of justice mid the , finance; 
and tire two responsible ^ ministers, ' the artful 

51 The ^listiry of the Nika Beditjoji is extracted from Mar- 
e^Uinus (iryChrho,), Procopius (F^rsic. LL^ 26 .) f John Malala 
Chron, Paschal, (p. 3$6*^40.),Theophanes 
(Chrojwgraph. p, 154— I5£.)f and Zofcaras (I. jciv. p, <>1— 63.). 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

^Tribonian, and the rapacious John of Cappadocia, 
were loudly arraigned as the authors of the public 
misery.. The peaceful murmurs of the people 
would have been disregarded,:' they were heard 
with respect when the city was in flames ; the 
. quaestor, and the prefect, were, instantly removed, 
and their , offices were filled by two senators of 
blameless integrity. After this popular conces- 
sion; Justinian , proceeded to the hippodrome to 
confess his own errors, and ^accept the repentance 
of his grateful subjects; but they distrusted his 
assurances, though solemnly pronounced in the 
presence, of the holy gospels ; and, the emperor, 
alarmed by their distrust, retreated with precipi- 
tation to the strong .fortress of the palace.. The 
obstinacy of the .tumult was now imputed to a 
secret and ambitious conspiracy, and a suspicion 
was entertained, that the insurgents, more espe- 
cially the green faction, had been supplied with 
arms and money by Hypatius and. Pompey, two 
patricians, who could neither forget with honour, 
nor remember with safety, that they were the 
nephews of the emperor Anastasius. Capriciously 
trusted, disgraced, agd pardoned, by the jealous 
levity of the monarch, they had appeared as loyal 
servants before the throne ; and, during five days 
of the tumult, they were detained as important 
hostages; till. at length, the fears of Justinian 
' prevailing.. over, his prudence, ^ he viewed the two 
brothers in- the light of spies, perhaps of assassins, 
and sternly commanded them to depart from the 
palace. After a fruitless representation, that obe- 
dience might lead to involuntary treason, they re- 



86 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap tired to their houses, and inr the morning of the 
Sixth day Hypatins was Bttrronnded and seized, by 
the people, who, regardless of his virtuous re- 
sistance, and the tears of his wife, transported 
their favourite to the forum of Constantine, and 
instead of a diadem., placed a rich collar on his 
head. If the usurper, who afterwards pleaded the 
merit of his delay,- had complied with the advice 
- of his senate, arid urged the fury of the multitude; , 
their first irresistible effort might have Oppressed 
or expelled his trembling competitor. . The By- 
zantine palace enjoyed a free communication with 
the sea; vessels lay ready at the garden stairs; 
and a secret resolution was already formed, to 
convey the emperor with bis family and treasures 
to a safe retreat, at some distance from the capital. 
ofTheo' Justinian was lost; if the prostitute whom he 
dora. ’> raised from ’file theatre had not renounced the 
timidity, as Well as the virtues, of her sex. In 
the midst of a council, where Belisarius was pre- 
sent, Theodora alone displayed the spirit of an 
hero; and she alone, without apprehending his 
. future hatred, could save the emperor from the 
imminent danger, and his *un worthy fears. “ If 
“ flight,” said the consort 1 of Justinian, “ were 
,“ the only means of safety, yet I should disdain 
“ to fly. ■ Death is the condition of our birth ; 

“ but they who have reigned should never survive 
“ the ilosa of dignity and dominion. ' I implore 
“ heaven, that I may never be. seen, not a day* 
“without my diadem and purple; that I may 
“ no longer bekoli| ' the light, whim I cease to be 
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“ ealuted with the name of queen. If you resolve, chap. 
“ O Cesar ! to fly* you have treasures ; behold 
“ the sea, you have ships ; but tremble lest the 
“ desire of life should expose you to wretched 
“ exile and' ignominious death. For my own 
“ part, I adhere to the maxim of antiquity, that 
“ the throne is a glorious sepulchre.” The firm- 
ness of a woman restored the courage to deliberate 
and act, and courage soon discovers the resources 
of the riiost desperate situation. It was an easy 
and a. decisive measure to revive the animosity 
of the factions;, the blues were astonished at 
their own guilt and folly, that a trifling injury 
should provoke them to conspire with their im- 
placable enemies against a gracious and liberal 
benefactor; -they again proclaimed the majesty of 
Justinian, and the greens, . with their upstart pressed. 11 
emperor, were left alone in .the hippodrome. The 
fidelity of the guards, was doubtful ; but the 
military force of Justinian consisted in three thou- 
sand veterans, who had been trained to valour and 
discipline in the Persian and Illyrian wars. Un- 
der the command of Belisarius and Mundus, they 
silently marched in two divisions from the palace, 
forced their obscure way through narrow passages, 
expiring flames,, and falling edifices, and burst 
open at the same moment the two opposite gates 
of the hippodrome. In this narrow space, the 
disorderly and affrighted crowd was incapable of 
resisting on either side a firm and regular attack ; 
the blues signalized the fury of their repentance ; 
and it is computed, that above thirty thousand - 
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chap, persons were slain in the ; merciless and promis- 
cuotas carnage of the day. . Hypatius was dragged 
from his throne, and conducted with his brother 
Pompey to the feet of the emperor : they Implored 
his clemency ; but their crime was manifest, their 
innocence uncertain, and Justinian had been too 
much terrified to forgive. .. The next morning the 
two nephews of Abastadus, with eighteen illus- 
trious accomplices, of patrician or consular rank, 
were privately executed by the soldiers; their 
bodies were thrown into the sea, their palaces 
razed, and their fortunes confiscated. The hip* 
podrome itself was condemned, during, several 
years, to a mournful silence : with the restoration 
of the games, the same disorders revived ; and the 
blue and green factions continued to afflict the 
reign of Justinian,- and to disturb the tranquillity 
' of the Eastern empire 43 . 

tlroand HI. That empire, after Home was barbarous, 
manufac- still -embraced the nations whom she had cott- 
tiiceasiern quered beyond the Hadriatic, and as far aa the 
empire, frontiers df dSthiepia and Persia.- Justinian 
reigned over ^&xty#0ur‘ provinces, and pine hun- 
dred and thirty-five cities 64 ; his dominions were 
blessed by fiature with the advantages ofioil, situ- 
ation, and , climate : and the improvements’ of hu- 
man art had beenperpetuallydiffused ajongthe 

• 53 Marcellinue Gays in general tfenus; mmimeris populis in circo 
tnicidatis. ProcopiuV numbers 30,000 victim^: and the .35,000 of 
Theophanea are sweUiFd lo 40,006 by the more recent Zonaras. . 
Such U ihe usual progress ^exaggeration. 

; HierocIe 9 f ' a contemporary., of Justinian, composed his 
(Itineraria, p. 63 U), or ’.Review of the eastern provinces 
and cities, before the year 535 (Wending, ifr Pracfat. and Not. ad 
p. 62 a, &c.). 
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coast of the Mediterranean and the banks of the 
Nile, from ancient Troy to. the Egyptian Thebes. 
Abraham M had been relieved by the well-known 
plenty of Egypt; the same country, a small and 
populous tract, was still capable of exporting, each 
year, two hundred and sixty, thousand quarters of 
wheat for the use of Constantinople 50 ; and the 
capital of Justinian was supplied with the manu- 
factures of Sidon, fifteen centuries after they had 
been celebrated in the poems of Homer 7 . ' The 
annual powers of vegetation, instead of being ex- 
hausted by two thousand harvests, were renewed 
and invigorated by skilful husbandry, rich manure, 
and seasonable repose. The breed . of domestic 
animals Was infinitely multiplied. Plantations, 
buildings, and the instruments of labour and 
luxury, which are more durable than the term of 
human life, were accumulated by the care of suc- 
cessive generations. Tradition preserved, and ex- 
perience simplified; the humble practice of the arts: 
society was enriched by the division of labour and 
tlie facility of exchange;. -and every Roman was 

35 See the Book of Genesis (xii. 10.), and the administration of 
Joseph. The annals of GreekVand Hebrews agree in the early 
arts and plenty of Egypt: but this antiquity supposes a long series 
. of improvement: and .Warburton, tv ho is almost atifled by the 
Hebrew, calls aloud.fcv the Samaritan, chroifblogy. (Divine Legation, 
vol. m: p. 29 , ' J : 

36 Eight millions of Romaumpdii, besides a contribution of 80,000 
aurei for the c*pfehces of wttter^m^gc, from which the subject was 
grapiously excused. See the xiiith Edict of Justinian : the numbers 
are checked and Verified by the agreement of the Greek and Latin 
'texts.' ' ' * , ^ 

• 57 Homer’s Iliad, vi. 28p. These veils, tr«rX«i .were 

the work of the Sidonian women. But this passage h more ho- 
nourable to the manufactures than to the navigation of Phoenicia, 
from u hcnccthcy hud been imported to Troy in Phrygian bottoms. 



90 

CHAP. 

XL. 

v ^V , w' 


The use of 
silk by the 
llomans. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

i * 

lodged, clothed, and subsisted, by the industry of 
a thousand hands. The invention of the loom $nd 
distaff has been piously ascribed to the gods. In 
every age, a variety of animal and vegetable pro- 
ductions, hair, skins, wool, flax, cotton, and at. 
length silk, have been skilfully manufactured to 
hide or adorn the human body ; they were stained 
with an infusion of permanent colours; and the , 
pencil was successfully employed to improve the 
labours of the loom. In the choice of those colours 53 
which imitate the beauties of nature, the freedom 
of taste and fashion was indulged ; but the deep 
purple 5J which the Phoenicians extracted from a 
shell-fish, was restrained to the sacred person and 
palace of the emperor ; and the penalties of treason 
were denounced against the ambitious subjects, who 
dared to usurp the prerogative of the throne 60 . 

I need not explain that silk 61 is originally spun 
from the bowels of a caterpillar, and that it com- 

See in Ovid (de Arte Afnjrifedl, iii. 269 , &c.) a poetical list .of 
twelve colours borrowed from. flowers, the elements, 2fec. But it 
is almost impossible' to discriminate by words all the nice and 
various shades both of art and nature. 

By the discovery of cochineal, &c. we far surpass the colours 
of antiquity. Their royal purpla had a strong smell, and a dark 
cast as deep as bull’s blood-^-obscuritas nibeiis (says Cassiodorius, 
Var. 1 , 2.) nigredo satiguinca. . The president Goguet (Origine des 
Loix et des Arts, part ii. L iL c. 2. p. 184-^215.) will amuse and 
satisfy the reader. I doubt whether his book, especially in England, 
is as well known as it deserves, to be. 

60 Historical! proofs of this jealousy have been occasionally intro- 
duced, and many more might have been added : but the afbilnuy 
acts of despotism were justified by the sober and general declarations 
of law (Codex Theodpsian. 1. x. tit v $?l. leg. 3. Codex Justinian. ' 
L xi. tit. 8. leg, 5.). An inglorious permission, and necessary re- 
striction, was applied to the piima, the female dancers (Cod. 
Thcodos. I. xv. tit; 7- leg, 1J-)- ’ 

In the history. bf insects (far mure wonderful than Ovid’s 
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poses the golden tomb from whence a worm emerges chap. . 
in the form of a butterfly. . Till' the reign of 
^jMstinian, the silk-worms who feed on the leaves of 
'■ the white mulberry-tree, were confined to China ; 

* those of the pine, the oak, and -the ash, were com- 
mon in the forests both of Asia and Europe ; but 
as their education is more difficult, and their pro- 
duce more uncertain, they were generally neglected, 
except in the little island Of Ceos, near the coast 
of Attica. A thin gauze^j||s procured from their 
webs, and this Cean manufacture, the invention of 
a woman, for female use, was long admired both 
in the East, and at Rome. Whatever suspicious 
may be raised by the garments of the Medcs and 
Assyrians, Virgil is the most ancient writer, who 
expressly mentions the soft wool which was combed 
from the trees of the Seres or Chinese 02 ; and this 
natural, error, less marvellous than the truth, was 
slowly corrected by the knowledge of a valuable 
insect, the first artificer of the luxury of nations. 

That rare and elegant luxury was censured, in the 
reign of Tiberius, by the gravest of the Romans ; 
and Pliny, in affected though forcible language, 
has condemned the thirst of gain, which explored 
the last confines of the earth, for the pernicious 

Metamorphoses) the silk-worm holds a conspicuous place. The 
bombyx of the isle of Ceos, as described hy Pliny (Hist. Natur. xi. 

26, 27- with the notes of the two, learned Jesuits, Hardouin and 
Brotier), may be illustrated bya similar species in China (Mcmoires 
sur les Chinois, tom. ii. p* 5J5 — 598.) ; but bur silk-worm, as well as 
the >phite mulberry-tree, were tmkndwn to Theophrastus and Pliny. 

63 Georgic. iL lSl. Serica quando ycnerint in usum plauissime 
non scio : suspicor tamen in Julii Caesaris aevo, naiji ante non in- 
venio, says Justus Lipsius (Excursus i. ad Tacit. Annal*. ii. 32.). 

See Dion Cassius (1. xliii. p. 358. edit. Reimar), and P^tiaanias (1. vi. 

]>. 5 If).), fir&t who describes, however strangely, the Seric insect. 
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CHAP, purpose of exposing to the public eye naked 
draperies' and*' transparent /matrons 0 *. . A- dress 
which shewed the turn of the limbs, and colour: of 
the skin, plight gratify, vanity* or provoke desire; 
the silks which had been closely; woven in Chins, 
were sometimes unravelled by the Phoenician 
‘ .women, and the precious materials were multiplied 
by a looker texture, and the intermixture of linen 
threads 64 . Two hundred years after the age- of 
Pliny, the use of pure pr,even of mixed silks was 
confined to the female sex, till the opulent citizens 
of Rome and the provinces were insensibly fami- 
liarized with the example of Elagabalus, the first 
who, by this effeminate habit, had sullied the 
dignity of an emperor and a man. Aurelian com- 
plained, that a pound of silk wa6 sold at Rome for 
twelve ounces . of gold:' but the supply increased 
with the demand, and the price -diminished with 
, the supply. , If aceident or monopoly sometimes 
raised the value even above the -standard of Aure- 
lian, the manufacturers of Tyre and.Berytus were 
sometimes compelled,* by the operation-* of the 
same causes, to content .themselves with a* ninth 
part of that’ extravagant’ rate®. A law. was 

65 ,Tam longinquo orbe petitur, ut in publico matrona translucent 
. /. . ut denudet fcaminas vestis (PUn. vi. 20* xi. 21.) r ,Varro and 
Publius Syrus had already played bn the Toga vitrea, veptus tpxilis, 

. and nebula iiuea (Horat, Sermon, i»2. 101. with the notes ofTor- 
rentius and Dacier), - * , . . 

On the texture, colbutq* muhes/and use of the silk, half silk, 
and linen garments ofaanrtiquity, see the profound, diffu?e^ and 
obscure researches of the great SalmasiuaXmHfet, August, p. 127* 
309, 310/ 341, .342. 344. 388—391. 395, who was 
ignorant of the most cofnmon trades of Dijon of Leyden. 

'• Flavius Vopiscus in Aurelian. c. 4.3. in Hist. August, p. 224. 
Sec Sahuasius ad HisL Aug. p. 392 . and PUnia^ ijxercitat. in So- 
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thought necessary to discriminate the dress of chap. 
comedians from that of senators; and of the silk ex- 
ported from its native country the far greater part 
was 'consumed .by the subjects of Justinian; They 
were still moreintimately acquainted with a shell- 
fish of the Mediterranean, sutnamed the silk-worm 
of the sea: die fine wool or hair by which the mo- 
ther-of-pearl affixes itself to the rock, is now mauu- 
factured for curiosityrather than use ; and a robe oh- 


of the Roman emperor to tire satraps of Armenia 66 . 

A valuable'merchandize of small bulk is capable importa- 
of defraying the expence of land-carriage ; and the chVnabv 
caravans traversed the whole latitude of Asia in lan<1 


two htmdred and forty-three days from the Chinese 
ocean to the sea-coast of Syria. Silk was imme- 
diately delivered to the Romans by the Persian 
merchants 67 , who frequented the fairs of Armenia 
and Nisibis: but this trade, which in the intervals 
of truce was oppressed by avarice and jealousy, was 
totally interrupted by the long wars’ of the rival 
monarchies. .. The great king might proudly num- 
ber Sogdiana, and even Serica, among the provinces 
of his empire; but his real dominion was bounded 
by the Oxus, and his useful intercourse with the 


linum, p. 694, 6Q5'. The Anecdotes of Procopius (c. 2;V) state a 
partial and imperfect Tate of the price of /ilk iu the time of Justinian. 

Procopius de Edif. L iii. c. 1. These pihnes de mer arc found 
near Smyrna, Sicily, Corsica, and Minorca ; and a pair of gloves of 
their silk was presented to pope Benedict XIV. 

®7 Procopius, Persic. 1. i. c. S id: 1. ii. c. 25. Gothic. 1. iv. c. 17. 
Menander in Excerpt. Begat, p. 107. Of the Parthian or Persian 
empire* Isidore of Charax (in Stathmis Parthicis, p. 7, } 8. in Hudr 
.son, Geograph. Minor, tom. ii.) has marked the roads, &id Am- 
mianus Marceilinus ’(k xxiii. c. 6. p. 400.) has emuperated the 
provinces. ' x . c 
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CHAP/ Sog^oitee, beyond the river, depended on the* plea- 
sure of their conquerors, the white Huns, and' the 
Turks, who successively reigned over that industri- 
ous people. Yet the most savage dominion has not 
extirpated the seeds of agriculture 'and commerce, 
in a region which is celebrated as one of the four 
gardens of Asia; the cities of Saraarcaud and Bo- 
chara are advantageously seated for the exchange of 
its various productions ; and their merchants pur- 
chased from the Chinese 68 the raw or manufactured 
silk which they transported into Persia for the use 
of the Roman empire. In the ..vain capital of 
China, the Sogdian caravans were entertained as 
the suppliant embassies of tributary kingdoms, and 
if they returned in safety, the bold adventure was 
rewarded with exorbitant gain. But the difficult 
and perilous march , from Samarcand . to the first 
town of Shensi, could not Jbe performed in less than 
siyty, eighty* or oiie hundred days : as stioa as they 
had passed the Jaxaftes they entered the desert; 
and the wandering hordes, unless they are restrained 
by armies and garrisons, have always considered the 
citizen and the : traveller as the, objects of lawful 
rapine. To escape the Tartar -robbers, and the 

, / 'f ; ■' . " ' 

The blihd admiration efthe Jesuits confounds the different 
periods of the Chinese history. ■ .^^feare more critically distin- 
guished by M. de Guignes (Hist tom. i. part i. in the 

Tables, part ii. in the Geography- Memoires de V Academic des In- 
scriptions, tom. xxxib xxxvi. xlii, xlui.), who discovers thegraduat 
progress of the truth of the annals and the extent of the monarchy, 
till the Christian sera. He has searched, with a curious eye, the ^con- 
nections of t^e Chinese with the nations ,of the West: but these 
connections are slight, casual, and phscuie jUpr did the Homans 
enteriaih a suspicion that the Seres or Sinae possessed an empire not 
inferior to theh own. 
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tyrant^ of Persia, the silk caravans explored a more 
southern road; they traversed the mountains of 
Thibet, descended the streams of the Ganges or 
the Indus, and patiently expected, in the ports of 
Guzerat and Malabar, the annual fleets' of . the 
West®. But the dangers of the desert were found 
less intolerable than toil, hunger, and the loss of 
time ; the attempt was seldom renewed, and the 
only European who has passed that unfrequented 
way, applauds his own diligence, that, in nine 
months after his departure from Pekin, he reached 
the mouth of the Indus. The ocean, however, was 
open to the free communication , of mankind. 
From the great river to the tropic of Cancer, the 
provinces of China were subdued and civilized' by 
the emperors of the North; they were filled 
about the time of the Christian sera with cities 
and men, mulberry-trees and their precious in- 
habitants; and if the Chinese, with the know- 
ledge of the compass, had possessed the genius of 
the Greeks or Phoenicians, they might have 
spread their discoveries over the southern he-, 
misphere. I am not qualified to examine, and 
I am not disposed to believe, their distant voyages 
to the Persian. gulf, or the Cape of Good Hope: 
but their ancestors might equal the labours and 
success of the prudent race, and the sphere of 
their navigation might extend from the isles of 


The roads from China to Persia and Hindostan may he inves- 
tigated in the delations of Hackluyt and Thevenot (the ambassadors 
of Sharbkh, Anthony Jenkinson, the Pere Greubcr, &c. Sec like* 
wise lfaiiway*s Travels, vol. i, p. 345 -*- 3570 - A communication 
through Thibet Has been lately explored by the English aovereigns 
of Bengal- J - 'X. 



CHAP : 
XL . 


THE RECLINE AND FALL 

- , S l' ■* 

Japan to thestrcights of Malacca , the pillars', if we 
may apply that name, of an Oriental Hercules 70 . 
Without losing sight of land, they might sail along 
the coast to the extreme promontory of A chin, 
which is annually Visited by ten or twelve ships la- 
den with the productions, the. manufactures, and 
even the artificers, of China ; the .island of Suma- 
tra and the opposite peninsula, ate faintly delineat- 
ed 71 as the regions of gold mid silver ; and the trafi- 
ingeities named in the geography of Ptolemy, may 
indicate; that /this -wemth was not .solely derived 
from the mines. j: The direct interval between Su- 
matra and Ceylon is about three bmadred leagues ; 
the Chinese and Indiah navigators yrere conducted 
by the flight of birds ajS : periodical winds, and 
th^Ocean might be securely traversed in square- 
bufit’^ships, ,' whieh, instead of iron. Were sewed 
togg|ti&r ' of the coeo^ 

'Tojprobana, was di- 
vid# betWeCn hostile princes ; one of whom 
posj^sCdvfhe mountains, fhe elephants* and. the 
’ — Si-_^ :teda*^*aJ t ibe&S&ier';. exgfeyed the 


foreign 



mote 


TO For the Chinese navigation'll Malacca an4 ^chin, perhaps to 


phique des deux lodes Xtotn<l K f/pB^ f Sfld Hist. Generate des 
Vbyagies (tom. vi, p. 201$. ;■ i ; “\ .■ 

ofS&abo, Pliny, Ptolemy, 
Arrian, $darci^, ; &c. of ike cmiirtites eastward of Cape Comorin, 
hr finely by iyAnr^e Mbti^uitd Geographicpie tte l’lridfe, 

especially ,Our g^apbj of India- fo improved by 

commerce and con$h££t ; andhas^iljteii'ffl.yflU^ted-by the excellent 
maps arid memoirs of, migor Heniiel.* Jf^jiSSr extends the sphere of 
liis uupuiiet with the same critical knowledge and sagacity, he will 
succ«^ ai^ may surpass, thefirk of tnodeip geographers. ‘ . 
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'trade, \md the capacious harbour of Trinquemale, CHAP. 

which received aud dismissed the tieets of the East 
and West In this hospitable isle, at an equal 
distance (as it was computed) Horn their respective 
countries, the silk merchants of* .China, who had 
collected in their , voyages aloes, cloves, nutmeg, 
and santa 1 wood, maintained a free and beneficial 
commerce with the inhabitants of the Persian 
Gulf. The subjects of the great king exalted, 
without a rival, his power and magnificence ; and 
the Roman, who confounded their vanity by com- 
paring his paltry coin with a gold medal of the 
emperor Anastasius, had sailed to Ceylon, in an 
Ethiopian ship, as a simple passenger 72 . 

As silk became of indispensable use, the emperor Introduce 
Justinian saw, with concern, that the Persians had ^‘worms 
occupied by land and sea the monopoly of this im- gt° 
portant supply, and that the wealth of his subjects 
was continually drained by a nation of enemies 
and idolaters. An. active government would have 
restored the trade of Egyptand the navigation of 
the Red Sea, which had decayed with the prosperity . 
of the empire ;. , and the Roman vessels might have 
sailed, for the purchase of silk, to the ports of 
Ceylon, of Malacca, or even of China. Justinian 
embraced a more humble expedient, and solicited 
the aid of his Christian allies, the JSthio^ans of 

-* 7* The Taprobane of Pliny (vi. 24.), Solinus (c. : 53.)> and Salmas. ) 

Plinianse Exercitat. (p. 781, 782.), and most of the ancients, who. 
often confound the islands of Ceylon and Sumatra, is more dearly 
described by Cosmas Indicopleustes ; .yet even the Christian topo- 
grapher has exaggerated its dimensions. His . information : jjrr Ae 
.Indian and Chinese trade is, rare arid curious (l.ii.jh * j. 

p. .137, 338- edit. Montlaucou). ■ . Jit <' 

VOL. VII. H 
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CHAP. Abyssinia,, who had recently acquired the' arts of' 
navigation, the spirit of trade, and the sea-port 
of Adulis 71 , still decorated with the trophies of a 
Grecian conqueror. Along the African -coast, 
they penetrated to the equator in search of gold, 
emeralds, and aromatics ; but they wisely declined 
an unequal competition, in which they must be 
always prevented by the vicinity of the Persians 
to tlic markets of India; and the emperor sub- 
mitted to the disappointment, till his wishes were 
gratified by an unexpected event. The gospel 
had been preached to the Indians: a bishop already 
governed the Christians of St. ’Thomas on the 
pepper-coast of Malabar ; a church was planted in 
Ceylon, and the 'missionaries pursued the footsteps 
of commerce to the extremities of Asia 71 . Two 
Persian monks had long resided in China, per- 
haps in the royal city of Nankin, the seat of a 
monarch addicted to foreign superstitions, and 
who actually received an embassy from the isle of 
Ceylon. Amidst their pious occupations, they 
viewed with a curious eye the coqiraou dress of 
the Chinese, the manufactures of silk, and the 
myriads of silk-worms, whose education (either on 
trees or in houses) had once been considered as 
the labour of queens 7 *. They soon discovered that 

7* See Procopius, Persic. (1. ii. c. 20.). Cosmas affords some 
interesting knowledge .of the port and inscription of Adulis (Topo- 
graph. Christ. 1. ii. p. 138. 140 — 143.), and of the trade of the 
Axumites along the African coast of Barbaria or Zingi (p. 138, 
13p.), and as far as Taprobane (1. xi» p. 339.). 

7 * See the Christian missions in India, in Cosmas (1. iii. p. 178, 
179- 1. xi. p. 3370> and consult Asseman. Bibliot. Orient, (tom. iv. 
p. 413—548.). 

7VThe invention, manufacture, and general use of silk in China, 
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It was 'impracticable to transport the short-lived chap. 
insect, hut that in the eggs a numerous progeny 
might be preserved and multiplied in a distant 
climate. Religion or interest had more power 
over the Persian monks than the love of their 
country: after a long journey, they arrived at Con- 
stantinople, imparted their project to the emperor, 
and were liberally encouraged by the gifts and 
promises of Justinian. To the historians of that 
prince, a campaign at the foot of mount Caucasus 
has seemed more deserving of a minute relation 
than the labours of these missionaries of com- 
merce, who again entered China, deceived a jealous 
people by concealing the eggs of the silk- worm in 
a hollow cane, and returned in triumph with the 
spoils of the East. Under their direction, the 
eggs were hatched at the proper season by the 
artificial heat of dung ; the worms were fed with 
mulberry leaves ; they lived and laboured in a 
foreign climate ; a sufficient number of butterflies 
was saved to propagate the race, and trees were 
planted to supply the nourishment of the rising 
generations. Experience and reflection corrected 
the errors of a* new attempt, and the Sogdoite 
ambassadors acknowledged, in the succeeding reign, 
that the Romans were 1 not inferior to the natives 
of China in the education of the insects, and the 
manufactures of silk 76 , in which both China and 


may be seen in Duhalde (Description Generate de la Chine, torn. ii. 
p. 165. 20A— 223.). The province of Chekian is the mo9t re- 
nowned both for quantity and quality. 

Procopius (1. viii. Gothic, iv. c. 17. Theophanes Byzant. apud 
Phot. Cod. lxxxiv. p. Zonaras, tom. ii. I. xh . p- by.). Paf>i 
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Constantinople have been surpassed by the industry' 
of modern Europe. I am not insensible of. the 
benefits of elegant luxury; yet I reflect with some 
pain, that' if the importers of silk had introduced 
the art of printing, already practised by the Chinese, 
the comedies of Menander and the entire decads 
of Livy would have been perpetuated in the editions 
of the sixth century. A larger view of the globe 
might at least have promoted the improvement of 
speculative science, but the Christian geography 
was forcibly extracted from texts of Scripture, and 
the study of nature was the surest symptom of an 
unbelieving mind. The orthodox faith confined 
the habitable world to one temperate zone, and 
represented the earth as an oblong surface, four 
hundred days journey in length, two hundred in 
breadth, encompassed by the ocean, and covered 
by the solid crystal of the firmament 77 . 

, (tom. ii. p.602.) assigns to the year 552 this memorable importation. 
Menander (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 107-) mentions the admiration of 
the Sogdoites ; and Theophylact Simocafta (I. vii. c. 9.) darkly re- 
presents the two rival kingdoms in {China) the country of silk. 

77 Cosmas, surnamed Indicopleustcs, or the Indian navigator, 
performed his voyage about the year 522, apd composed at Alex- 
andria, between 535 and 547, Christian Topography (Montfaucon, 
Prsefat. c. i.), *n which he refutes the impious opinion, that the 
earth is a globe ; and Photius had -read this work (Cod. xxxvi. p. 9, 
10.), which displays the prejudices of a monk, with the knowledge 
of a merchant : the most valuable part has been given in French 
and in Greek byMelchisedec Thevenot (Relations Curieuses, part i.), 
and the whole is since published in a splendid edition by the Pere 
Montfaucon (Nova Collectio Patrum, Paris, 1707, 2 vols. in fol. 
tom. ii. p. 113 — 346.). But the editor, a theologian, might blush 
at not discovering the Nestorian heresy of Cosmas, which has 
been detected by La Croze (Christianisme des Indes, tom. i. p. 40 
—56.), 
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IV. 'The subjects of Justinian were dissatisfied chap. 
wilh the times, and with the government; Eu- 
rope was over-run by the Barbarians, and Asia by Stale of 

* ilit^ re\ C- 

the nronks: .the poverty of the West discouraged „ ue . 
the trade and manufactures of the East : the pro- 
duce of labour was consumed by the unprofitable 
servants of the church, the state, and the army ; 
and a rapid decrease was felt in the fixed and cir- 
culating capitals which constitute thfe national 
wealth. The public distress had been alleviated 
by the oeconomy of Anastasius, and that prudent 
emperor accumulated an immense treasure while 
he delivered his people from the most odious or 
oppressive taxes. Their gratitude universally ap- 
plauded the abolition of the gold of affliction, a 
personal tribute on the industry of the poor 7 "; but 
more intolerable, as it should seem, in the form 
than in the substance, since the flourishing city of 
Edessa paid only one hundred and forty pounds of 
gold, which was collected in four years from ten 
thousand artificers n . Yet such was the parsimony 
which supported this liberal disposition, that, in 
a reign of twenty-seven years, Anastasius saved, 
from his annual revenue, the enormous sum of 

71* Evagrius (I. iii. c. 39, 40.) is minute and grateful, hut angry 
with Zosimus for calumniating the great Constantine. In col- 
lecting all the bonds and records of the tax, the humanity of Ana- 
stasius was diligent and artful : fathers were sometimes compelled 
to prostitute their daughters (Zosim. Hist. 1. ii. c, 38. p. I(i5, 166. 

Lipsiae, 1784.). Timothcus of Gaza chose such an event for the 
subject of a tragedy (Suidas, tom. iii. p. 475.), which contributed to 
the abolition of the tax (Cedrcnus, p. 35.), — an happy instance (if 
it be true) of the use of the theatre. 

79 See Josua Stylites, in the Bibliotheca Orientalis of Asseman 
(tom. i. p. 268.). This capitation tax is slightly mentioned in the 
Chronicle of Edessa. 
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CHAP, thirteen millions sterliug, or three hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds of gold 80 . His example 
was neglected, and his treasure was abused, by 
the nephew of Justin. The riches of Justinian 
were speedily exhausted by alms and buildings, 
by ambitious wars, and ignominious treaties. His 
revenues were found inadequate to his expences. 
Avarice Every art was tried to extort from the people the 
fnsion of gold and silver which he scattered with a lavish 
Justinian, hand from Persia to France 81 : his reign was 
marked by the vicissitudes, or rather by the com- 
bat, of rapaciousness and avarice, of splendour and 
poverty; he lived with the reputation of hidden 
treasures 82 , and bequeathed to his successor the 
payment of his debts 81 . Such a character has 
been justly accused by the' voice of the people and 
of posterity: but public discontent is credulous; 
private malice is bold; and a lover of truth will 
peruse with a suspicious eye the instructive anec- 
dotes of Procopius. The secret historian repre- 
sents only the vices of Justinian, and those vices 

»o ftocopius (Anecdot. c. 1£>.) fixes this sum from the rejiort of 
the treasurers themselves. Tiberius had viciei ter milliesj but fur 
different wavS his empire from that of Anastasias. 

Evagrius (1. iv. c. 30.), in tjje next generation, was moderate 
ami well informed ; and Zon^aras (1. xiv. c. 6l.), in the xiitli cen- 
tury, had read with care, and thought without prejudice: yet 
their colours are almost as black "as those of the Anecdotes. 

Procopius (Anecdot. c. 30.) relates the idle conjectures of the 
Limes. The death of Justinian, says the secret historian, will ex- 
pose his wealth or poverty. 

83 See Corippusde Laudibus Justini Aug. L ii. 260 , &c. 384, &c. 

“ Plurima stint vivo minium neglecta parenti,. 

<f Unde tot exhaustus contraxit debits, fiscus/' 
Centenaries of gold were brought by strong arms into the Hippo 
drome : 

“ Debita genitoris peraolvit, paula recepit. 1 * 
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are darkened by his malevolent pencil. Ambigu- chap. 
ous, actions are imputed to the worst motives : XL - 
error is confounded with guilt, accident with de- 
sign, -and laws with abuses: the partial injustice 
of a moment is dextrously applied as the general 
maxim of a reign of thirty- two years : the emperor 
alone is made responsible for the faults of his 
officers, the disorders of the times, and the cor- 
ruption of his subjects ; and even the calamities of 
nature, plagues, earthquakes, and inundations, 
arc imputed to the prince of the daemons, who had 
mischievously assumed the form of Justinian 11 *. 

After this precaution, I shall briefly relate the 
anecdotes of avarice and rapine, under the follow- 
ing heads: I. Justinian was so profuse that he Pernicious 
could not be liberal. The civil and military offi- sav "' SE ' 
cers, when they were admitted into the service of 
the palace, obtained an humble rank and a mo- 
derate stipend; they ascended by seniority to a 
station of affluence and repose ; the annual pen- 
sions, of which the most honourable class was 
abolished by Justinian, amounted to four hundred 
thousand pounds; and this domestic ceconomy 
was deplored by the venal or indigent courtiers as 
the last outrage on the . majesty of the empire. 

The posts, the salaries of physicians, and the noc- 
turnal illuminations, were objects of more general 
concern; and the cities might justly complain, 
that he usurped the municipal revenues which 
had been appropriated to these useful institutions. 

Even the soldiers were injured; and such was 

The Anecdotes (c. 11 — 14. 18. 20—30.) supply many facts 
and more complaints. 
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CHAP. 
. XL. 


Remit- 

tances. 


the decay of military spirit, that they were injured 
with impunity. The emperor refused, at the .re- 
turn of each fifth year, the customary donative of 
five pieces of gold, reduced his veterans to beg 
their bread, and suffered unpaid armies to melt 
away in the wars of Italy and Persia. II. The 
humanity of his predecessors had always remitted, 
in some alispicious circumstance of their reign, 
the arrears of the, public tribute ; and they dex- 
trously assumed the merit of resigning those 
claims which it was impracticable to enforce. 
“ Justinian, in the space of thirty-two years, has 
“ never granted a similar indulgence ; and many 
“ of his subjects have renounced the possession of 
“ those lands whose value is insufficient to satisfy 
“ the demands of the treasury. To the cities 
“ which had suffered by hostile inroads, Anasta- 
“ siuB promised a general exemption of seven 
“ years : the provinces of Justinian have been 
“ ravaged by the Persians and Arabs, the Huns 
“ and Sclavonians ; but his vain and ridiculous 
“ dispensation of a single year has been confined 
“ to those places which were actually taken by 
“ the enemy.” Such is the language of the 
secret historian, who expressly denies that any 
indulgence was granted to Palestine, after the re- 
volt of the Samaritans; a false and odious charge, 
confuted by the authentic record, which attests a 
relief of thirteen centenaries of gold (fifty-two 
thousand pounds) obtained for that desolate pro- 
vince by the.intercession of St. Sabas 85 . .III. Pro- 

115 One lo Scylhopdlis, capital of the second Palestine; and twelve 
for the rest of the province. Aleman (p. 59.) honestly produces this* 
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copius* has not condescended to explain the C ^£P. 
system of taxation, which fell like a hail-storm 
upon the land, like a devouring pestilence, on 
its inhabitants : but we should become the ac- 
complices of his malignity, if we imputed to Jus- 
tinian alone the ancient though rigorous prin- 
ciple, that a whole district should be condemned 
to sustain the partial loss of the persons or pro- 
perty of individuals. The Annona , or supply of Taxes, 
com for the use of the army and capital, was a 
grievous and arbitrary exaction, which exceeded, 
perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the ability of 
the farmer; and his distress was aggravated by 
the partial injustice of weights and measures, and 
the expence and labour of distant carriage: In 
a time of scarcity, an extraordinary requisition 
was made to the adjacent provinces of Thrace, 

Bithynia, and Phrygia : but the proprietors, after 
a wearisome journey and a perilous navigation, 
received so inadequate a compensation, that they 
would have chosen the alternative of delivering 
both the com and price at the dodrs of their gra- 
naries. These precautions might indicate a ten- 
der solicitude for the welfare of the capital ; yet 
Constantinople did not escape the rapacious des- 
potism of Justinian. Till his reign, the streights 
of the Bosphorus and Hellespont were open , to the ■ 

freedom of trade, and nothing "was prohibited ex- 
cept the exportation of arms for the service of the 
Barbarians. At each of these gates of the city, 
a praetor was stationed, the minister of Imperial 

fact from a MS. life of St. Sabas, by his disciple Cyril, in the Vati- 
can libtary, and since published by Cntelerius. 
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chap, avarice ; heavy customs were imposed ou the ves- 
sels and their merchandize ; the oppression was 
retaliated on the helpless consumer : the poor were 
afflicted by the artificial scarcity, and exorbitant 
price of the market; and a people, accustomed 
to depend on the liberality of their prince, might 
sometimes complain of the deficiency of water and 
bread 86 . The aerial tribute, without a name, a 
law, or a definite object, was an annual gift of 
one hundred and twenty thousand pounds, which 
the emperor accepted from his Praetorian pre- 
fect ; and the means of payment were abandoned 
v to the discretion of that powerful magistrate. IV. 

iK.iies. Even such a tax was less intolerable than the pri- 
vilege of monopolies, which checked the fair com- 
petition of industry, and, for the sake of a small 
and dishonest gain, imposed an arbitrary burthen 
on the wants and luxury of the subject. “ As 
“ soon (I transcribe the anecdotes) as the ex - 1 
“ elusive sale of silk was usurped by the Imperial 
“ treasurer, a whole people, the manufacturers of - 
“ Tyre and Berytus, was reduced to extreme 
“ misery, and either perished with hunger, or 
“ fled to the hostile dominions of Persia.” A 
province might suffer by the decay of its manu- 
factures, but in this example of silk, Procopius 
has partially overlooked the inestimable and 
lasting benefit < which the empire received from 
the curiosity of Justinian. His addition of one- 
seventh. to the ordinary price of copper-money 

John Malala (tom. ii. p. 232.) mentions the want of bread, 
and Zonaras (1. xiw p. 63.') the leaden pipes, which Justinian, or 
his servants, stole from the aqueducts. ’ 4 
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may be interpreted with the same candour; and chap. 
the alteration, which might be wise, appears to 
have been innocent ; since he neither alloyed the 
purity, nor enhanced the value, of the gold coin 87 , 
the legal measure of public and private pay- 
ments. V. The ample jurisdiction required by Vruaiiiy. 
the farmers of the revenue to accomplish their 
engagements, might be placed in an odious light, 
as if they had purchased from the emperor the 
lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens. And a 
more direct sale of honours and offices was trans- 
acted in the palace, with the permission, or at 
least with the connivance, of Justinian and Theo- 
dora. The claims of merit, even those of favour, 
were disregarded, and it was almost reasonable 
to expect, that the bold adventurer, who had 
undertaken the trade of a magistrate, should find 
a rich compensation for infamy, labour, danger, 
the debts which he had contracted, and the 
heavy interest which he paid. A sense of the 
disgrace and mischief of this venal practice, at 
length awakened the slumbering virtue of Jus- 
tinian ; and he attempted, by the sanction of 
oaths 88 and penalties, .to guard the integrity of 

For an aureus, one-sixth of an ounce of gold, ipstead of 210, 
he gave no more than 180 folles, or ounces of copper. A dispro- 
portion of the mint, below the market price, must have soon pro- 
duced a scarcity of small money. In England, twelve pence in cop- 
per would sell for no more than seven pence (Smith's Inquiry into 
the Wealth of Nations, vol. L p. 49 .). For Justinian's gold coin, 
set Evagrius (L iv. c. 30.1. 

al The oath is conceived in the most formidable words (Novell, 
viii. tit. 3.). The defaulters imprecate on themselves, quicquid ha- 
bent telorum armamentaria coeli : the part of J udas, the leprosy of 
Giezi, the tremor of Cain, &c. besides all temporal pains, 
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CHAP, his government: but at the end of a year of 
perjury, his; rigorous edict was suspended, and 
corruption licentiously abused her triumph over 
Testa- the impotence of the laws. VI. The testament 
of Eulalius, count 'of the domestics, declared the 
emperor his sole heir, on condition, however, 
that he should discharge his debts and legacies, 
.allow to his three daughters a decent main- 
tenance, and bestow each of them in marriage, 
with a portion of ten pounds of gold. But the 
splendid fortune of Eulalius had been consumed 
by lire ; and the inventory of his goods did not 
exceed the trifling sum of five hundred and sixty- 
four pieces of gold. A similar instance, in 
Grecian history, admonished the emperor of the 
honourable part 1 prescribed for his imitation. 
He checked the selfish murmurs of the treasury, 
applauded the confidence of his friend, dis- 
charged the legacies and debts, educated the 
three virgins under the eye of the empress Theo- 
dora, and doubled the marriage portion which 
had satisfied the tenderness of their father 89 . 
The humanity of a prince (for princes cannot be 
generous) is entitled to some praise; yet feveu 
in this act of virtue we may discover the invete- 
rate custom of supplanting the legal or natural 
heirs, which Procdpius imputes, to the reign of 
Justinian. His charge is supported by eminent 
names and scandalous examples ; neither widows 
nor orphans were spared ; and the art of poll- 

89 A similar or more generous act of friendship is related by 
Lucian of Eudamidas of Corinth (in Toxare, c. 22, 23 . tom. ii. p. 
530.), and the story has produced an ingenious, though feeble, 
comedy of Fontenelle. 
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citing, or extorting, or supposing testaments, was ciiak 
beneficially practised by the agents of the palace. 

This base and mischievous tyranny invades the 
security of private life; and- the monarch who 
has indulged an appetite for -gain will soon be 
tempted to anticipate the moment of succession, 
to interpret wealth as an evidence of guilt, and 
to proceed, from the claim of inheritance, to the 
power of confiscation. VII. Among the forms of . 
rapine, a philosopher may be permitted to name 
the conversion of Pagan or heretical riches to the 
use of the faithful; but in the time of Justinian 
this holy plunder Was condemned by the sectaries 
alone, who became the victims of his orthodox 

• QO 

avarice . 

Dishonour might be ultimately reflected on the The mi- 
character of Justinian ; but much of the guilt, and ju^nian 
still more of the profit, was intercepted by the 
ministers, who were seldom promoted for their vir- 
tues, and not always selected for their talents** 1 . 

The merits of Tribonian the quaestor will here- 
after be weighed in the reformation of the Roman 
law ; but the oeconomy of the East was subordinate 
to the Praetorian praefect, and Procopius has justi- 
fied his anecdotes by the portrait which he exposes 
in his public history, of the notorious vices of John 

9° John Malala, tom. ii. p. 101, 102, 103. 

9i One of these, Anatolius, perished in an earthquake — doubtless 
a judgment! The complaints and clamours of the pfeople in Aga- 
thias (1. v. p. 146, 147.) are almost an echo of the anecdote. . The 
aliena pecunia reddenda of Corippus (1. ii. 381, &c.) is not very 
honourable to Justinian’s memory. 

9* See the history and character of John of Cappadocia in Proco- 
pius (Persic. 1. i.c.24, 26. 1. ii.c.30. Vandal. I. i.c. 13. Aneodot. c. 2. 
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CHA1\ of Cappadocia ^ His knowledge was not borrowed 
from the schools 9 *, and liis style was scarcely lcgi- 
John of ble ; but he excelled in the powers of native genius, 
Cappado- to gU gg est the wiscst counsels, and to find expedients 
in the most desperate situations. The corruption 
of his heart was equal to the vigour of his under- 
standing. Although he was suspected of magic 
and Pagan superstition, he appeared insensible to 
the fear of God or the reproaches of man ; and his 
aspiring fortune was raised on the death of thou- 
sands, the poverty of millions, the ruin of cities, 
and the desolation of provinces. From the dawn 
of light to the moment of dinner, he assiduously 
laboured to enrich his master and himself at the ex- 
pence of the Roman world ; the remainder of the 
day was spent in sensual and obscene pleasures, and 
the silent hours of the night were interrupted by 
the perpetual dread of the justice of an assassin. 
His abilities, perhaps his vices, recommended him 
to the lasting friendship of Justinian : the emperor 
yielded with reluctance to the fury of the people ; 
' his victory was displayed by the immediate re- 
storation of their enemy; and they felt above ten 
years, under his oppressive administration, that 
he was stimulated by revenge* rather than in- 
structed by misfortune. Their murmurs served 
.only to fortify the resolution of Justinian; but 
the prsefect, in the insolence of favour, provoked 
the resentment Of Theodora, disdained a power 

17. 22.)* The agreement of the history and anecdotes is a morUit 
wound To the reputation of the prsefect. 

9* Ot> yap aXXo od$*» tp ypatfifiaTtfivs «/u#0« 2 ti /in ypn/upara, *«i 

TctuTa xoof« xax wf yparfyou — a forcible expression. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 

i 

before > which every knee was bent, and attempted 
to sow the seeds of discord between the emperor 
and his beloved consort. Even Theodora herself 
was constrained to dissemble, to wait a favour- 
able moment, and by an artful conspiracy to 
render John of Cappadocia the accomplice of 
his own destruction. At a time whpn Bclisarius, 
unless he had been a hero, must have shewn him- 
self a rebel, his wife Antonina, who enjoyed the 
secret confidence of the empress, communicated 
his feigned discontent to Eupliemia, the daughter 
of the prsefect ; the credulous virgin imparted to 
her father the dangerous project, and John, who 
might have known the value of oaths and pro- 
mises, was tempted to accept a nocturnal, and 
almost treasonable, interview with the wife of 
Belisarius. An ambuscade of guards and eunuchs 
had been posted by the command of Theodora; 
they rushed with drawn swords to seize or to punish 
the guilty minister : he was saved by the fidelity 
of his attendants ; but instead of appealing to a 
gracious sovereign, who had privately warned 
him of his danger, he pusillanimously fled to the 
sanctuary of the church. The favourite of Jus- 
tinian was sacrificed to conjugal tenderness or 
domestic. tranquillity; the conversion of a prse- 
fect into a priest extinguished his ambitious 
hopes, but the friendship of the emperor alle- 
viated his disgrace, and he retained in the mild 
exile of Cyzicus an ample portion of his riches. 
Such imperfect refenge could not satisfy the un- 
relenting hatred of Theodora; the murder of 
• his old enemy, the bishop of Cyzicus, afforded 
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CHAP, a decent pretence; and John of Cappadocia, 
whose actions had deserved a thousand deaths, 
was at last condemned for a crime of which 
he was innocent. A great minister, who- had 
been invested with the honours of consul and 
patrician, was ignominiously scourged like the 
vilest of malefactors ; a tattered cloak was the 
sole remnant of his fortunes ; he was transported 
in a bark to the place of his banishment at An- 
, tinopolis in Upper Egypt, and' the prefect of the 
East begged his bread through the cities which 
had trembled at his name. During an exile 
of seven years, his life was protracted and threat- 
ened by the ingenious cruelty of Theodora; 
and when her death permitted the emperor to 
recal a servant wjiom he had abandoned with re- 
gret, the ambition of John of Cappadocia was 
reduced to the humble duties of the sacerdotal 
profession. His successors convinced the sub- 
jects of Justinian, that the arts of oppression 
might still be improved by experience and in- 
dustry; the frauds of a Syrian banker were in- 
troduced into the administration of the finances ; 
and the example of the prefect was diligently 
copied by the quaestor, the public and private 
treasurer, the governors of provinces, and the 
principal magistrates of the Eastern empire 94 . ' 

9* The chronology of Procopius is loose and obscure ; but with 
the aid of Pagi 1 can discern that John was appointed Praetorian 
praefect of tbe East in the year 530 ; that he was removed in Ja- 
nuary-532 — restored before June 533— banished in 541 — and re- 
called between June 548 ami April 1 , 54 Q. Aleman (p'. 96 , 97 .) 
£ive s the list of his ten successors— a rapid series in a part of a 
single reign. 
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V. The edifices of Justinian were cemented chai 
with the blood and treasure of his people; but 
those stately structures appeared , to announce the HisediR- 
prospcrity of the empire, and actually displayed architects, 
the skill of their architects. Both the theory and 
practice of the arts which depend on nlathematical 
science and mechanical power were cultivated under 
the patronage of the emperors ; the fame of Archi- 
medes was rivalled by Proclus and Anthemius ; 
and if their miracles had been related by intelli- 
gent spectators, they might now enlarge the specu- 
lations, instead of exciting the distrust, of philoso- 
phers. A tradition has prevailed, that the Roman 
fleet was reduced to ashes in the port of Syracuse 
by the burning-glasses of Archimedes w ; and it is 
asserted, that a similar expedient was employed 
by Proclus to destroy the Gothic vessels in the 
harbour of Constantinople, and to . protect his 
benefactor Anastasius against the bold enterprise 
of Vitalian £l6 . A machine was fixed on the walls 
of the city, consisting of an hexagon mirror of 
polished brass, with many smaller and moveable 
polygons to receive and reflect the rays of the 
meridian sun; and a consuming flame was darted, 

95 This conflagration is hinted by Lucian (in Hip pi a, c. 2 ) and 
Galen (L iii. de Temperamentis, tom. i.p.81. edit. . Basil.) in the 
second century. A thousand years afterwards, it is positively 
affirmed by Zonaras (1. ix. p. 424.) on the faith of Dion Cassius, 
by Taetzes (Chiliad ii. 119 , &c.>, Eustathius (ad Iliad. E. 338.), 
and the scholiast of Lucian. See Fabricius (Bibliot. Grsec. 1. hi. . 
c. 22. tom. ii. p- 351, 552.), to whom I am more or less indebted 
for several of these quotations. 

^Zonaras (1. xiv. p. 55.) affirms the flirt, without quoting any, 
evidence. 

VOL. VII. - I 
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CHAP, to the distance, perhaps, of two hundred,, feet 8,1 . 
The truth of these two extraordinary facts is in- 
validated by the silence of the most authentic 
historians; and the use of burning-glasses was 
never adopted in the attack or defence of places 8 *. 
Yet the admirable experiments of a French 
philosopher 99 have demonstrated the possibility of 
such a mirror; and, since it is possible, I am more 
disposed to attribute the art to the greatest mathe- 
maticians of antiquity, than to give the merit of 
the fiction to the idle fancy of a monk or a sophist. 
According to another story, Proclus applied sul- 
phur to the destruction of the Gothic fleet 100 ; in 
a modern imagination, the name of sulphur is 
instantly connected with the suspicion of gun- 
powder, and that suspicion is propagated by the 
secret arts of his disciple Anthemius W1 . A citi- 

97 Tzetzes describes the artifice of these burning-glasses, which 
he had read, perhaps with, no learned eyes, in a mathematical 
treatise of Anthemius, That treatise, wtp/ 
has been lately published, translated, and illustrated, by M. Du- 
puys, a scholar and a mathematician (Memoires de PAcademie 
des Inscriptions, tom. xlii. p. 392 — 451.). . 

i9S In the siege of Syracuse, by the silence of Polybius, Plutarch, 
Livy j in the siege of Constantinople* by that ofMarcellinus and 
all the contemporaries of the vith century. 

,99 Without any previous knowledge of Tzetzes, or Anthemius, 
die immortal Buffon imagined and executed a set of burning- 
glasses, with which he could inflame planks at the distance 6f 200 
feet (Supplement a ITIist. Naturelle, toip. i. p. 399— 483. quarto 
edition). ^What miracles would’not his genius have performed for 
the public service, with royal expence, and in the strong sun of 
Constantinople or Syracuse ? V - 

100 John Malala (tom. ii. p. 120 — 124^) relates the fact,: but he 
seems to confound the names or persons of Proclus and Marinus. 

101 Agathias, 1. v. p. 149 — 15&. The merit of Anthentius as 
an architect is loudly praised by PrCcppius (dejEdif. Li. c* 1 .), • 
and Paulus Silentiarius (parti. 134, &c.). 
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of ^Tralles in Asia had five sons, who were all 
distinguished in their respective professions by 
merit and success. Olympius excelled in the 
knowledge and practice of the Roman jurispru- 
dence. Dioscorus and Alexander became learned 
physicians ; but the skill of the former was exer- 
cised for the benefit of his fellow-citizens, while 
his more ambitious brother acquired wealth and 
reputation at Rome. The fame of Metrodorus 
the grammarian, and of Anthemius the mathe- 
matician and architect, reached the ears of the 
emperor Justinian, , who invited them to Con- 
stantinople ; and , while the one instructed the 
rising generation in the schools of eloquence, the 
other filled the capital and provinces with more 
lasting monuments of his art. In a trifling dis- 
pute relative to the walls or windows of their 
contiguous houses, he had been vanquished by the 
eloquence of his neighbour Zeno ; but the orator 
was defeated in his turn by the master of mecha- 
nics, whose malicious, though harmless, stratagems 
are darkly represented by the ignorance of Aga-. 
tliias. In a lower room, Anthemius arranged 
several vessels or cauldrons of water, each of them 
covered by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, 
which rose to a narrow top, and was artificially 
conveyed among the joists and rafters of the ad- 
jacent building. A fire was kindled beneath the 
cauldron ; the steam of the boiling water ascended 
through the tubes ; the house was shaken by the 
efforts of imprisoned air, and its trembling in- 
habitants might wonder that the city was uncon- 
scious of the earthquake which they had felt. At 
another time, the friends of Zeno, as they sat at 
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chap, table, were dazzled by the intolerable light, which 
Sashed in their eyes from the reflecting mirrors 
of Anthemius ; they were astonished by the noise 
which he produced from the collision of certain 
minute and sonorous particles ; and the orator de- 
clared in tragic style to the senate, that a mere 
mortal must yield to the power of an. antagonist, 
who shook the earth with the trident of Neptune, 
and imitated the thunder and lightning of Jove 
himself The genius of Anthemius and his col- 
league Isidore the Milesian, was excited and 
employed by a prince, whose taste for architecture 
had degenerated into a mischievous and costly 
passion. His favourite architects submitted their 
designs and difficulties to Justinian, and discreetly 
confessed how much their laborious meditations 
were surpassed by the intuitive knowledge or ce- 
lestial inspiration of an emperor, whose views were 
. always directed to the benefit of his people, the 
glory of , his reign, and the salvation of his soul 1<E . 
Founda- The principal church, which was dedicated by 
church * the founder of Constantinople to Saint Sophia, or 
St-Sophia. the eternal wisdom, had been twice destroyed by 
fire; after the exile of John Chrysostom, and 
during the NiJea of the blue and green factions. 

• No sooner did the tumult subside, than the Chris- 
tian populace deplored their sacrilegious rash- 
ness ; but they might have rejoiced in the cala- 

10 2 See Procopius (de Edificiis, 1. i. c. 1, 2. 1. ii. c. 3.)* He relates 
a coincidence of dreams which supposes some fraud in Justinian 
or his architect. They both saw, in a vision, the same plan for 
^stopping an inundation at JDara. A stone-quarry near Jerusalem 
.was revealed lo the emperor (I. v. c . 6 .) : an angel was tricked into 
the perpetual custody of St.. Sophia (Anonym, de Antiq. C. P.' 

1. iv. p. 70.). 
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mity, had they foreseen the glory of the new tem- 
ple/ which at the end of forty days was strenuously 
undertaken by the piety of Justinian 11 ". The 
ruins were cleared away, a more spacious plan was 
described, and as it required the consent of some 
proprietors of ground, they obtained the most 
exorbitant terms from the eager desires and timo- 
rous conscience of the monarch. Anthemius 
formed the design, and his genius directed the 
hands of ten thousand workmen, whose payment 
in pieces of fine silver was never delayed beyond 
the evening. The emperor himself, clad in a 
linen tunic, surveyed each day their rapid pro- 
gress, and encouraged their diligence by hit fa- 
miliarity, his zeal, and his rewards. The new 
cathedral of St. Sophia was consecrated by the 
patriarch, five years, eleven months, and ten 
days from the first foundation ; and in the midst 
of the solemn festival, Justinian exclaimed with 

l0:< Among the crowd of ancients and modems who have ccle- 
h rated the edifice of St. Sophia, I shall distinguish and follow, t 
Four original spectators arid historians : Procopius (d^Erlific. I. i. 
c. l.)» Agalhias (I. v. p. 152, 153.), Paul Silentiarius (in a poem 
of 1026 hexameters, ad ealeem Anns Cornnen. Alexiad.), and 
Evagrius (1. iv. c. 31.). 2. Two legendary Greeks of a later period : 
^George Codinus (de Origin. C. P. p. 64 — 74?.), and the anonymous 
writer of Banduri (Imp. Orient, tom. i. 1. iv. p*6o — 80. 3. The 

great Byzantine antiquarian, Ducange (Comment, ad Paul Silcit- 
tiar. p. 525 — 598 . and C. P. Christ. 1. iii. p. 5 — 78.). 4. Two French 
travellers — the one Peter Gyllius (de Topograph. C. P. J. ii. c-. 3, 
4.) in the xvith; the other, Grelot (Voyage de C. P. p. ().? — 164. 
Paris, 1680, in 4to) : he has given plans, prospects, and inside-views 
of St. Sophia j and his plans, though on a smaller scale, appear 
more correct than those of Ducange. I hav e adopted and reduced 
the measures of Grelot : but as no Christian can now ascend the 
dome, the height is borrowed from Evagrius, compared with Gyl- 
'lius, Greaves, and the Oriental Geographer. 





THE DECLINE AND FALL 


chap, devout vanity, “ Glory be to God , whb hath 
, "thought me worthy to accomplish so great a 

" work; I have vanquished thee, O Solomon m !” 
But the pride of the Roman Solomon, before 
twenty years had elapsed, was humbled by an 
earthquake, which overthrew the eastern part of 
the dome. Its splendour was again restored by 
the 1 perseverance of the same prince; and in the 
thirty-sixth year of his reign, Justinian celebrated 
the second dedication of a temple, which remains, 
after twelve centuries, a stately monument of his 
fame. The architecture of St. Sophia, which is 
now converted into the principal mosch, has been 
imitated by the Turkish sultans, and that vene- 
rable pile continues to excite the fond admiration 
of the Greeks, and the more rational curiosity Of 
D«scrip- European travellers. The eye of the spectator is 
tioa. . disappointed by an irregular prospect of half- 
domes and shelving roofs : the western front, the 
principal approach, is destitute of simplicity and 
magnificence: and the scale of dimensions has 
been much surpassed by several : of the Latin ca- 
thedrals. But the architect who first erected an 
aerial cupola, is entitled to , the praise of bold 
design and skilful execution. The dome of St* 

' Sophia, illuminated by four-and-twenty windows, 
is formed with so small a curve, that the depth is 
equal only to One-sixth of its diameter ; the mea- 

, ao * Solomon’s temple was surrounded with eourt?, porticoes, 
8Wt.; but the proper structure of the house of God was no more 
we take the Egyptian or Hebrew cubit at 22 inches) that! *'55 
^feet kt height," in breadth, and 110 in length— a small parish 

church, says Pfideaux (Connection, vol. i. p. 144. folio) j but.fyw 
sanctuaries could be valued at four or five millions sterling ! 
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sure of that diameter is one hundred and fifteen 

feet, and the lofty centre, where a crescent has 
supplanted the cross, rises to the perpendicular 
height of one hundred and eighty feet above the ■ 
pavement. The circle which* encompasses the 
dome, lightly reposes on four strong arches,’ and 
. their weight is firmly supported by four massy 
piles, whose strength is assisted on the northern 
and southern sides by four columns of Egyptian 
granite. A Greek cross, inscribed in a quadrangle, 
represents the form of the edifice; the exact breadth 
is two hundred and forty-three feet, and two hun- 
dred and sixty-nine may be assigned for the extreme 
length from the sanctuary in the east to the nine 
western doors which open into the vestibule, and 
from thence into the ncirthex or exterior portico. 
That portico was the humble station of the peni- 
tents. The nave or body of the church was filled 
by the congregation of the faithful ; but the two 
sexes were prudently distinguished, and the upper 
and lower galleries were allotted for the more pri- 
vate devotion of the women. Beyond the northern 
and southern piles, a balustrade, temfinated on 
either side by the thrones of the emperor and the 
patriarch, divided the nave from the choir : apd the 
space, as far' as the steps of the altar, was occupied 
by the clergy and singers. The altar itself, a name 
which insensibly became familiar to Christian caps, 
was placed in the eastern recess, artificially built in 
the form of a demi-cylinder ; and this sanctuary 
communicated by several doors with the sacristy, 
the vestry,, the baptistery, and the contiguous 
'buildings, subservient either to the- pomp of wot- 
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chap, ship, or the private use of the ecclesiastical minis- 

ters. The memory of past calamities inspired 
Justinian with a wise resolution, that no wood, ex- 
cept for the doors, should be admitted into the new 
edifice; and the choice of the materials was ap- 
plied 'to the strength, the lightness, or the splen- 
dour of the respective parts. The solid piles which 
sustained the qjupola were composed of huge blocks 
of freestone, hewn into squares and triangles, for- 
tified by circles of iron, and firmly cemented by the 
infusion of lead and quicklime: but the weight of 
the cupola was diminished by the levity of its sub- 
stance, which consists either of pumice-stone that 
floats in the water, or of bricks from the isle of 
Bhodes, five times less ponderous than the ordinary 

sort. The whole frame of the edifice was construc- 
ted of brick; but. those base materials were con- 
cealed by a crust of marble ; and the inside of St. 
Sqphia, the cupola, the two larger, and the six 
smaller, semi-domes, the walls, the hundred co- 
lumns, and the pavement, delight even the eyes of 
Barbarians, with a rich and variegated picture. 

Marb'cs. A poet 104 , who beheld the primitive lustre of 
St. Sophia, enumerates the colours, the shades, 

v **0$ Paul Silcntiarius, m dark and poetic language, describes the 
: various* tones and marbles that were employed in the edifice of St, 
Sophia (P. ii. P„ 129. i3 3 , &c.) : 1. The Carystian— pale, with 

iron veins. 2. The Phrygian — of two sorts, both of a rosy hue > 
the one with a white shade, the other purple, with silver flowers. 
3. The Porphyry of Egypt— with small stars. 4. The green marble 
tf jjaqyaa. 5. The Oman— from Mount Iassis, with oblique 
v^ins, white and red. , 6. The Lydian— pale, with a red flower. 
7vThe African , or Mauiiianian— of a gold or saffron hue. 8. The 
black, with white veins. 9, The B<wpAoric.--whitc, with 
blad&$d{£es. Besides the Proconnesian, which formed the pavement 5 
Thessalian, Molossian, &c. which are less distinctly painted. 
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and the spots of ten or twelve marbles, jas- chap. 
pers, and porphyries, which nature had profusely *L. 
diversified, and which were blended and con- 
trasted as it were by a skilful painter. The tri- 
umph of Christ was adorned with the last spoils 
of Paganism, but the greater part of these costly 
stones was extracted from the quarries of Asia 
Minor, the isles and continent of Greece, Egypt, 

Africa, and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry, 
which Aurelian had placed in the temple of the 
sun, were offered by the piety of a Roman ma- 
tron; eight others of green marble were presented 
by the ambitious zeal of the magistrates of Ephe- 
sus : both are admirable by their size and beauty, 
but every order of architecture disclaims their 
fantastic capitals. A variety of ornaments and 
figures was curiously expressed in mosaic; and 
the images of Christ, of the Virgin, of saints, and 
of angels, which have been defaced by Turkish 
fanaticism, were dangerously exposed to the super- 
stition of the Greeks. According to the sanctity 
of each object, the precious metals were distri- 
buted in thin leaves or in solid masses. The 
balustrade of the choir, the capitals of the pillars* 
the ornaments of the doors and galleries, were 
of gilt bronze ; the spectator was dazzled by the 
glittering aspect of the cupola; the sanctuary 
contained forty thousand pound weight of silver; 
and the holy vases and vestments of the altar 
were of the purest gold, enriched with inestimable 
gems. Before the structure of the church had 
risen two cubits above the ground, forty-five Riches- 
thousand two hundred pounds were already con- 
sumed ; and the whole expence amounted to 
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CHAP, three hundred and twenty thousand : each -reader, 
according to the measure of his belief, may estimate 
their value either in gold or silver ; but the sum 
of one million sterling is the result of the lowest 
computation. A ‘magnificent temple is a laudable 
, monument of national taste and religion, and the 
enthusiast who entered the dome of St. Sophia, 
might be tempted to suppose that it, was the resi- 
dence, or even the workmanship, of the Deity. 

' Yet how dull is the artifice; how insignificant is 
the labour, if it be compared with the formation of 
the vilest insect that crawls upon the surface of the 
temple ! 

Churches So minute a description of an edifice which time 
lace/ 5 *" kas respected, may attest the truth, and excuse the 
relation, of the innumerable works, both in the ca- 
pital, and provinces, which Justinian constructed on 
a smaller scale and: less durable foundations ,,ie . In 
Constantinople alone, and the adjacent suburbs, he 
dedicated twenty-five churches to the honour, of 
Christ, the Virgin, and the saints: most of these 
churches were decorated with marble and gold; 
and their various situation was skilfully chosen in 
a populous square, or a pleasant grove ; oh the mar- 
gin of the sea-shore, or on some lofty eminence 
which overlooked the continents of Europe and 
Asia. The church of the Holy Apostles, at Con- 

106 The six books of the Edifices of Procopius are thus distri- 
buted: the first is confined to Constantinople; the second includes 
Metopotatnia and Syria ; the third , Armenia and the Euxine ; the 
fourth, Europe ; the fifth, Asia Minor and Palestine; the sixth, 
Egypt and Africa. Italy is forgot by the emperor or the historian, 
larht) pubiinhed this work of adulation before the date (A.D. 555.) 
of itrrin?! conquest. ' . 
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stantinople, and that of St. John at Ephesus, ap- 
pear to have been framed on the same model : their 
domes aspired to imitate the cupolas of St. Sophia; 
but the altar was more judiciously placed under the 
centre of the dome, at the junction of four stately 
porticoes, which more accurately expressed the figure 
of the Greek cross. The Virgin of Jerusalem might 
exult in the temple erected by her Imperial votary 
on a most ungrateful spot, which afforded neither 
ground nor materials to the architect. A level was 
formed, by raising part of a deep valley to the 
height of the mountain. The stones of a neigh- 
bouring quarry were hewn into regular forms; 
each block was fixed on a peculiar carriage drawn 
by forty of the strongest oxen, and the roads were 
widaged for the passage of such enormous weights. 
Lebanon furnished her loftiest cedars for the tim- 
bers of the church ; and the seasonable discovery 
of a ^vein of red marble, supplied its beautiful 
columns, two of which, the supporters of the 
exterior, portico, were esteemed the largest in the 
world. The pious munificence of the emperor 
was diffused over the Holy Land ; and if reason 
should condemn the monasteries of both sexes 
which were built or restored by Justinian, yet 
charity must applaud the wells which he 6unk, 
and the hdspitals which he founded, for the relief 
of the weary pilgrims. The schismatical temper 
of Egypt was ill-entitled to the royal bounty r but 
in Syria and Africa some remedies were applied 
to the disasters of wars and earthquakes,' and 
both Carthage and Antioch, emerging from their 
ruins, might revere the name of ’their * gracious 
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benefactor 1 " 7 . Almost every saint in the calendar 
acquired the honours of a temple ; almost every city 
of the empire obtained the solid advantages of 
bridges, hospitals, and aqueducts ; but the severe li- 
berality of the monarch disdained to indulge his sub- 
jects in the popular luxury of baths and theatres. 
While Justinian laboured for the public service, 
he was not unmindful of his own dignity and ease. 
The Byzantine palace, which had been damaged by 
the conflagration, was restored with new magnifi- 
cence; and some notion may be conceived of the 
whole edifice, by the vestibule or hall, which, from 
the doors perhaps, or the roof, was sumamed choice, 
or the brazen. The dome of a spacious quadrangle 
was supported by massy pillars ; the pavement and 
walls were incrusted with many-coloured marbles 
— the emerald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and 
the white Phrygian stone intersected with veins 
of. a sea-green hue: the mosaic paintings qf the 
dome and sides represented the glories of the 
African and Italian triumphs. On the Asiatic 
shore of the. Propontis, at a small distance to 
the east of Chalcedon, the costly palace -and 
gardens of Heraeum 108 were prepared for the 
summer residence of Justinian, and more espe- 
cially of Theodora. The poets of the age have 
celebrated the rare alliance of nature and art, 

10 T Justinian once gave forty-five centenaries of gold (180,000/.) 
for the repairs of Antioch after the earthquake (John Malalu, tom. 
ii. p. 14(? — 1 4p.). 

, lot* F or the Heraeum, the palace of Theodora, see Cyllius (de 
Bosphoro Thracio, 1. iii. c xi,), Aleman (Not. ad Anec. p. 80, 81. 
who quotes several epigrams of the Anthology), and Ducange (C\ 
P. Christ, I. iv. c, 18. p. 175, 176 .). 
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the harmony of the nymphs of the groves, the chap. 
fountains, and the waves ; yet the crowd of at- 
teridants who followed the court complained of 
their inconvenient lodgings 109 , and the nymphs 
were too often alarmed by the. famous Porphyrio, 
a whale of ten cubits in breadth, and thirty in 
length, who was stranded at the mouth of the 
river Sangaris, after he had infested more than 
half a century the seas of Constantinople 

The fortifications of Europe and Asia were Poriii;<:'.. 
multiplied by Justinian ; but the repetition of l^'rope. 
those timid and fruitless precautions exposes to a 
philosophic eye the debility of the empire in . From 
Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux of the 
Save to . the mouth of the Danube, a chain of 
above fourscore fortified places was extended albng 
the banks of the great river. Single watch-towers 
were changed into spacious citadels ; vacant walls, 
which the engineers contracted or enlarged ac- 
cording to the nature of the ground, were filled 
with colonies or garrisons ; a strong fortress de- 
fended the ruins of Trajan’s bridge u ®, and several 


10 9 Compare, in the Edifices (1. i. c. 1 J .) and in the Anecdotes (c. 
8. 15.), the different styles of adulation and malevolence : stript of 
the paint, or cleansed from the dirt, the object appears to be the same. 

J1 ° Procopius,!, viii. 29 . ; most probably a stranger and wanderer, 
as the Mediterranean does not breed whales. Balaenae quo(|iie in 
nostra maria penetrant (Plin. Hist. Natur. ix. 2.). Between the 
polar circle and the tropic, the cetaceous attimaJs of the ocean grow 
to the length of 50, 80, or 100 feet (Hist, des Vttyages, tom. xv. 
p. 289. Pennant’s British Zoology, vol. iii. p. 35.). 

111 Montesquieu observes (tom. iii. p. 503. Considerations aur 

la Grandeur et la Decadence des Romanis, c. xx.) that Justinian’s 
empire was like France in the time of the Norman inroads — never 
so weak as when every Ullage was fortified: . * 

112 Procopius affirms (1. iv. c. 6.) thai the Danube was stopped" 
by the ruins of the bridge. Had Apollodorus, the architect. 
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military stations affected to spread beyond the 
Danube the pride of the Roman, name. But 
that name was divested of its terrors ; the Bar- 
barians, in their annual inroads, passed, and con- 
temptuously repassed, before these useless bulwarks; 
and the inhabitants of the frontier, instead of 
reposing under the shadow of the general defence, 
were compelled to guard, with incessant vigilance, 
their separate habitations. The solitude of an- 
cient cities was replenished ; the new foundations 
of Justinian acquired, perhaps too hastily, the 
epithets of impregnable and populous ; and the 
auspicious place of his own nativity attracted the 
grateful reverence of the vainest of princes. Un- 
der the name of Justiniana prima, the obscure 
village of Tauresium became the seat of an arch- 
bishop and a praefect, whose jurisdiction extended 
over seven warlike provinces of Illyricum 113 ; and 
the corrupt appellation of Giustendil still indi- 
cates, about twenty miles to the south of Sophia, 
the residence of a Turkish sanjak 1U . For the 

left a description of his own work, the fabulous wonders of Dion 
Cassius (1. Ixviii. p. 1 129.) would have been corrected by the 
genuine picture! Trajan’s bridge consisted of twenty or twenty- 
two stone piles with wooden arches 5 the river is shallow', tli£ 
current gentle, and the whole interval no more than 443 (Reiraar 
ad Dion, from Marsigli) or 515 toiscs (D’Anviile, Geograph ie An- 
cienne, tom. i. p. 305.). ' 

113 Of the two Dacias, Mediterranea and Ripensis , Dardania, 
Praevalitana, the second Maesia, and the second Macedonia. See 
Justinian (Novell, xi.), who speaks of his castles beyond the 
Danube, and of homines semper bcilieis sudoribus inhserentes. 

114 See D’Anville (Memoires de PAcademie, &c. tom. xxxi. p. 
$89, 290.), Rycaut (Present State of the Turkish Empire, p. 97- 

Marsigli (Stato Militare del Imperio Ottomano, p. 130.). 
The sanjak of Giustendil is one of the twenty under the beglerbeg 
of Rumelia, and his district maintains 48 zaims and 588 timarials. • 
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use of the emperor’s countrymen, a cathedral, a CRAP. 
Vpalace, and an aqueduct, were speedily constructed; 
the' public and private edifices were adapted to the 
greatness of a royal city ; and the strength of the 
walls resisted, during the life-time of Justinian, 
the unskilf ul assaults of the Huns and Sdavonians. 

Their progress was sometimes retarded, and their 
hopes of raphe were disappointed, by the in- 
numerable castles, which, in the provinces of 
Dacia, Epirus, Thessaly, Macedonia, and Thrace, 
appeared to cover .the whole face of the country. 

Six hundred of these forts were built or repaired 
by the emperor ; but it seems reasonable to believe, 
that the far greater part consisted only of a stone 
or brick tower, in the midst of a square or circular 
area, which was surrounded by a wall and ditch, 
and afforded in a moment of danger some protec- 
tion to the peasants and cattle of the neighbouring 
villages " 5 . Yet these military works, which ex- 
hausted the public treasure, could not remove the 
just apprehensions of Justinian and his European 
subjects. The warm baths of Anchialus in Thrace 
were rendered as safe as they were salutary ; but 
the rich pastures of Thessalonica were foraged 
by the Scythian cavalry; the delicious vale of 
Tempo, three hundred miles from the Danube, 
was continually alarmed by the sound of war 116 ; 
and no unfortified spot, however distant or soli- 

115 These fortifications may be compared to the castles in MingreiKa ' 
(Chardin, Voyages en Perse, tom. i. p. 60 . 131.)— a natural picture. 

u6 The valley of Tempe is situate along the river Pcneus, 
between the hills of Ossa and Olympus . it is only five miles long, 
and in some places no more than 120 feet in breadth. Its verdant 
beauties are elegantly described by Pliny (Hist. Natur. l.-iv. IS.), 
and. mo re diffusely byiElian (Hist. Var. 1. iii. e.- i-)- 
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chap. Iwy, could securely enjoy the blessings of peace. 

streights ofThermopylae, wbfeh seemed to ' 
protect, but which had so often betrayed, the 
safety of Greece, were diligently strengthened by 
tbe labours of Justinian. From the edge of the 
sea-shore, through the forests and vallies, and as 
far as the summit of the Thessalian mountains, a 
strong wad was continued, whichdSupicd every 
practicable entrance. Instead of an hasty crowd 
of peasants, a garrison of two thousand soldiers 
was stationed along the rampart; granaries of com, 
and reservoirs of water, were provided for their 
use ;and by .a precaution that inspired the coward- 
ice which it foresaw, convenient fortresses were 
erected for their retreat. The 4 walls of Corinth, 
overthrown by an earthquake, and the mouldering 
bulwarks of Athens and Platasa, were carefully 
restored; 'the Barbarians were discouraged by the 
prospect of successive and painful sieges; and the 
flaked cities of Peloponnesus were coveted by the 
fortifications < of die isthmus of > Corinth. At the 
extremity of Europe, another peningflla, the Thra- 
cianChersonesus, runs three days journey into the 
sea* to form,i with the adjacent shores of Asia, the 
streights ndf the Hellespont. *The Intervals- be- 
tween eleven populous towns were filled- by lofty 
woods, fair pastures, and araMe knds ; and the 
isthmus, of thirty-seven stadia or furlongs, ' had 
been fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred 
year* before the reign of Justinian m . In an age 

1 W Xenophon Hellenic. 1. iii. c. 2. After a long and tedious 
conversation with the Byzantine declaimers; how refreshing is 
the truth, the simplicity, the elegance of an Attic writet! 
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of freedom and valour, the slightest rampart may 
^prevent a surprise ; and Procopius appears 'insen- 
sible of the superiority of ancient times, while' he 
praises the solid construction and double parapet 
of a wall, whose long arms stretched on either side 
, into the sea; but whose strength was deemed in- 
sufficient to guard the Chersonesus, if each city, 
and particularly Gallipoli and Sestus, had not been 
secured by their peculiar fortifications. T$ie long 
wall, as it was emphatically styled, was a work as 
disgraceful in the object, as it yvas respectable in 
the execution. The riches of a capital diffuse 
themselves over the neighbouring country, and the 
territory of Constantinople, a paradise of nature, 
was adorned with the luxurious gardens and villas 
of the senators and opulent citizens. But their 
wealth served only to attract the bold and rapa- 
cious Barbarians ; the noblest of the Romans, in 
the bosom of peaceful indolence, were led away 
into Scythian captivity, and their sovereign miglit 
view, from his palace, the hostile flames which 
were insolently spread to the gates of the Imperial 
city. At the distance only of forty miles, Ana- 
stasius was constrained to establish a last frontier ; 
his long wall, of sixty miles from the Propontis to 
the Euxine, proclaimed the impotence of his arms ; 
and as the danger became more imminent, new 
fortifications were added by the indefatigable 
prudence of Justinian 118 . 

Asia Minor, after the submission of the Isau- 

See the long wall in Evagrius (1. iv. c. 38.). This whtde 
article is drawn from the fourth book of the Edifices, except 
•Anchialus (1. iii. c. 7-). 

VOL. VII. K 
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chap. rians lis t remained without enemies and without 
fortifications. Those bold savages, who had dis- 
the con- - ' darned to he the subjects of Galhcnus, persisted 
two hundred and thirty years in a life of indepen- 
dence and rapine.- The most successful princes 
respected the strength of the mountains and the 
despair of the natives ; their fierce spirit was some- 
times soothed with gifts, and sometimes restrained 
by terror; and a military count, with three legions, 
fixed his permanent and ignominious station in 
the heart of the* Roman provinces UM . But no 
sooner was the vigilance of power relaxed or 
diverted, than the light-armed squadrons descended 
from the hills, and invaded the peaceful plenty of-; 
Asia. Although the Isaurians were not remark- . 
able for stature or bravery, want rendered them t 
bold, and experience nisde them skilful in the 
exercise of, predatory war. They advanced with 
secret and speed to the attack of villages and 
defenceless towns;,. their flying parties have some- 
times touched the Hellespont, the Euxine, and 
the gates of Tarsus, Antioch, or Damascus 1 " 1 ; and 
the {poll was lodged in their inaccessible mountains, 
befofe the Roman troops had- received their orders, 
oir the distant province had computed its loss. 

*'!> Turn back to vol. i. p. 454. In the course of tills histaiiy, I 
have sometimes mentioned* and much Softener slighted, the hasty 
inroads of the Isauriaos, which were not attended with any qon-* 
sequences. 

Trebelliiis Pollio in Hist. August- p. T07. who lived under 
Diocletian, or Constantine. See likewise Pancirohis ad Notit. Imp- 
Orient, c. 115. 141. See Cod. Theodos. 1. ix. tit. 35. leg. 37- with 
• a cdpious collective Annotation of Godefrdy, tom. iii. p. 256, 251. 

• 121 gee the. full and wide extent of their inroads in Philostorgius 
. (Hist. Eccles* 1. xi. c. 8.), with Godcfroy’s learned Dissertations. 
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The guilt of rebellion and robbery excluded them chap. 
Ifrotn the rights of National enemies ; and the ma- 
gistratcs were instructed, by an edict, that the trial 
or punishment of an Isaurian, even on the festival 
of Easter, was a meritorious act of justice and 
piety 12 ®. . If the captives we're condemned to do- 
mestic slavery, they maintained, with their sword 
or dagger,, the private quarrel of their masters; 
and it was found expedient for the public tran- 
quillity, to prohibit the service of such dangerous 
retainers. When their countryman Tarcalissams 
or Zeno ascended the throne, he invited a faithful ' 
and formidable band of Isaurians, who insulted 
the court and city, and were, rewarded by an an- 
nual tribute of five thousand pounds of gold. But 
the hopes of fortune depopulated the mountains, 
luxury enervated the hardiness of their minds and 
bodies, and in proportion as they mixed with man- 
kind, they became less qualified for' the enjoyment, 
of poor and solitary freedom. After the death of 
Zeno, his successor. Anastasius suppressed their 
pensions, exposed their persons to the revenge of 
"the people, banished them from Constantinople, . 
and prepared to sustain a war, which left only the 
alternative of victory or servitude. A brother of 
the last emperor usurped the title of Augustus, 
his cause was powerfully supported by the arms, 
the treasures, and the magazines, collected by Zeno ; 
and the native Isaurians must have formed the 
smallest portion of the hundred and fifty thousand’ 


l --’Cod. Justinian. 1. ix. tit. 12. kg. 10. . The ptutishmcnkwe 
severe — a fine of an hundred pounds of gold, degradatioiU ariffeven 
death. The public peace might afford a pretence, iJ^w^Zcno was 
desirous of monopolizing the valour and service of the!5saurians; 
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Barbarians under his standard, which was sanctified, 
for the first time, by the presence of a fighting 
bishop. Their disorderly numbers were vanquished 
in the plains of-' Phrygia by the valour and dis- 
cipline of the Gotlis ; but a war of six: years almost 
exhausted: the courage of the emperor 1 ”.' The 
Isattri&ns retired to their , mountains ; their for- 
tresses Wfere successively besieged and ruined ; 
their communication with the sea was intercepted; 
the bravest of their leaders died in- arms ; the sur- 
viving chiefs, before- their execution, were dragged 
in chains through the hippodrome ; a colony of 
their youth was transplanted into Thrace# and the 
remnant of the people submitted to the Homan 
government.' : Yet some generations elapsed be- 
fore their minds were reduced to the level of 
slavery. The populous villages of Mount Taurus 
were filled with horsemen and- archers; they re- 
sisted the imposition of tributes, but they recruited 
the armies of Justinian ; and his civil magistrates, 
the proconsul of Cappadocia, the count qf Isauria, 
"diid the 1 , praetOrs of Lycaonin and Pisidia, were 
invested with military power to restrain the licen- 
tious practice of rapes and assassinations 121 . 

123 Tlie Isaurian war and the triumph of Anastasius arc briefly 
and darkly represented by John Malala (tom. ii. p. HXi* 107.), 
Evagrius (1, iii. c. 35 . ), Theopbancs (p. 118 — 120.), and the 
Chron’tclc of MarceUinus. 

12 4 Fortes ea regio (says Justinian) viroshabet, nec in ullo differt 
^ab Isauria, though Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. 18.) marks an essential 

difference between their military character ; yet in former times 
tbfe JLycaoruans and Pisidians had defended their liberty against the 
great king (Xenophon. Anabasis, 1. iii. c. 2.). Justinian introduces 
, and ..ridiculous erudition of the ancient empire; of the 

\ Pisidians, stud' of JLycaon, wboy^aftcr visiting Rome (long before 
iEneas), ga£e a’nfcme and^pcopleto L a caonia (Novell. 24, 25. £7. 30;). 
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If we extend our wear from tlie tropk to the CM&l*- 
Irnouth of the Taaaifywe xnaydbserve, on one hand) 
the precautions of Justinian to curb the .savages of Eortifica- 
iEthiopi&V'Vand on the other, the long waIl$>\Vhieh fhe'em- ‘ 
he constructed in Grimsea for the protection of his |^ c > ^ 
friendly Goths, a colony of. three thousand shep- Kuxiiie to 
herds and warriors lsfi . From that peninsula tfr £ 0 ^" ian 
Trebizond, the eastern curve of the Euxine was 
secured by forts, by alliance, or by religion: and 
, the possession of Lazica, the Colchos of ancient 
the Mingrelia of modem, geography, soon became 
the object of an important war. Trebizond, in 
after-times the seat of a romantic empire, was in- 
debted to the liberality of Justinian for a church, 
an aqueduct, and a castle, whose ditches are hewn 
in the solid rock. From that maritime., city, a 
frontier-line of five hundred miles may be drawn 
to the fortress of Circcsium, the last Roman sta- 
tion on the Euphrates lsT . . Above Trebizond im- 
mediately, and five days journey to the south, the 
country rises into dark forests and craggy moun- 
tains, as savage though not so lofty as the Alps 

123! See Procopius, Persic. 1. i. c. 1 (). The altar of national con- 
cord, of annual sacrifice ihd oaths, which Diocletian foul creeled 
in the Isle of Elephantine, was demolished by Justinian with less 
policy than zeal. 

126 Procopius de Edificiis," 1. hi. c. 7 - Hist. 1. viii. c. 3, 4. These 
unambitious Goths had refused to follow file standard ofTheodo- 
ric. As late as the xvth and xvith century, the name and nation 
might be discovered between Cafta and the Strcighis of Azbph 
(D’AnviHc, Memoiresdci'Academie, tom. xxx. p. 240.) ■ I'hcyhfrgll 
deservfed the curiosity of Busbequius, (p. 321— 32ft.) ; but seen! to 
haVe vanished in the more recent account of the Missions dik Le- 
vant {tom. i.)/Tbtt, Peyssonci, &c. 

; 13 ^ For the geography and architecture of this Artftematvborder, 

. , s#e €he? PerSiail' Wars and Edifices (l. ii. c. 4-^7. II iii. c. JJ---7-) of 
PfOcopifis, ^ J:? ■ < r 
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chap, wad the Pyrenees. In this rigoroup climate 148 , 
where the snows seldom melt, the finite are tardy i 
and tasteless, even honey is pawendus; the most 
industrious tillage would he coafined to some plea- 
sant vallies; and -the pastoral tribes obtained a 
scanty sustenance from the flesh and milk of their 
cattle. The Cholybians “^derived their name and 
temper from the iron quality of the soil; and, since 
the day s of Cyrus, they might produce, under the 
various appellations of Chaldaeans and Zanians, an 
uninterrupted prescription of war and -rapine. Un- 
der the reign of Justinian, they acknowledged the 
god and the emperor of the Romans, and seven 
fortresses were built tin the most accessible passes, 
to exclude the ambition of the Persian monarch 1 ® 0 . 
The principal source of the Euphrates descends 
from the;<Chalybian mountains, and seems to flow 
towards the westand the Euxine ; bending to the 


r iS8 The country is ^escribed by Toumefort (Voyage au Levant, 
tom. iii. lettre xyii. xviii.). That skilful botanist soon discovered the 
plaht that infects the Honey (PHn. xxi. 44 , 45.) : he observes, that 
the soldiers of Lucullus might indeed be .astonished at the coJd, 
since, even in the plain of Erzerum, snow sometimes falls in June, 
and the harvest is seldom finished before September. The hills of 
Armenia are below the fortieth degree -of latitude* but in the 
mountainous country which I inhabit, it is well known that an 
ascent of some hours carries the traveller from the climate of Lan- 
guedoc to that of Norway: and a general theory has been introduced, 
that, under the line, an elevation of 2400 ioiscs is equivalent to the 
cold of the polar circle (Remond, Observations surles Voyages de 
^oatrdans la Suisse, tom. ii. p. 104.). 

1*9 The identity or proximity of the Chalybians, or Chaldcpans, 
may b.e investigated in Strabo (l.xii. p. 825, 826.), Cellarius (Geo- 
graph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. 202—204.), and Frerct (Mem. de 1* Acade- 
mic, tom. hyp. 594.). Xenophon supposes, in hU.tqmancc (Cyro- 
paed. 1. iii.), the same Barbarians against whom lie- had fought in 
bis retreat (Anabasis, l.,iv.). 

130 Procopius, Petsic. 1. i.c. 15; Dc Edifkyl. iii* c.G. 
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south-west, the riverpasses under the walls of Sa- 
talp and' Melitene{which were restored by Justin- 
ian as the bulwarks of the lesser Armenia), and 
gradually approaches the Mediterranean sea ; till 
at length, repelled by Mount Taurus 31 , the Eu- 
phrates inclines his long and flexible course to the 
south-east and the Gulph of Persia. Among the 
Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we distin- 
guish two recent foundations, which were named 
from Theodosius, and the relics of the martyrs ; 
and two capitals, Amida and Edessa, which are 
celebrated in the history of every age. Him 
strength was proportioned by Jwtiman to the 
dancer of their situation. A ditch and pahsadc 
might be sufficient to resist the artless force of the 
cavalry of Scythia ; but more elaborate works were 
required to sustain a regular siegeagainstthc aims 
and treasures of the great king. His skilful engi- 
neers understood the methods of conducting deep 
. mines, and of raising platforms to. the level of the 
rampart: he shook the strongest battlements with 
liis military engines, and sometimes advanced to t ic 
assault with aline of moveahleturrets on the backs 
of elephants. In the great cities of the East, the 
disadvantage of space, perhaps of position, was 
compensated by tlie zeal of the people, who sanded 
the garrison in the defence of their country aud 
religion; and the fabulous promise of the Son o 
God, that Edessa should never be taken, filled t 

- Ni Taitrus obstet in nostnt 

la. hi. 8 .). Pliny, a poet as vveU as a ^ gce \ hc couri , 

. the river and n.ouutam, and d^sern ^ tfeatise of D'Anville. 

. of the Tigris and Euphrates in the exceueiu 
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GHAJE\ citizens with valiant confidence, and chided the 
Bfc&egemwith doubt and dismay* 32 *. The subordi - 1 
nate towns of Armenia and Mesopotamia were 
diligently strengthened, and the posta which ap- 
peared »to have any command of ground or water, 
were occupied by numerous ^forts, iaibstantiaUy 
built of^6tone, or more hastily erected with the 
obvious materials of earth and brick. The eye 
of Justinian investigated every spot; and his 
cruel precautions might attract the war into some 
lonely "vale, whose peaceful natives, connected by 
trade and marriage, were ignorant of national dis- 
card and the quarrels M princes. Westward of 
the Euphrates, a sandy desert extends above six 
htmdred miles to the Red Sea. Nature had in- 
terposed a vacant solitude between the ambition 
of two rival empires : the Arabians, till Mahomet 
arose, were formidable only as robbets; and in the 
proud security o£ peace, the fortifications of Syria 
Were neglected On the most vulnerable side. 

Death of , Hut the national enmity, at least the effects of 
iclngof that enmity, had been suspended by a tiuce, : 
a CF d l 488 ^ icil <^ tinue ^ atybve y«ars. An am- 

bassador from the emperor Zeno accompanied 
the rash and unfortunate Percies, in his expedi- 
tion against the Nepthalites or white Huns, whose 
conquests had been stretched &om the Caspian to 
the heart of India, whose throne was enriched 

132 P]$cqpius (Persic. 1. ii. c. 12.) tells the story with the tone 
half sceptical,, half superstitious, of Herodotus. The promise was 
not in theprimitiye lye of Eusebius, but dates at least from the year 
400 . and a third lye, the Veronica , was soon raised on the two for- 
mer (Evagriufe, l.'iv. c. 270- As Edcdsa has been taken, Tillcinont 
must disclaim the promise (Meat. Eccles. tom. i- p* 302. 383. Gl70- 
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with emeraHs “\ ttrf- whose cavalry was sups 
•portect bjf i Une* of 'twb thousand elephants 134 ; 
The Persians were, twice circumvented, in a situs 
ation which made valour useless .and flight ifa- 
pos^ble ; and the double victory of the Huns was 
atchieved by military stratagem. They dismissed 
their royal captive after he had submitted tb 
adore the majesty of a Barbarian ; and the humili- 
ation was poorly evaded by the casuistical' subtilty' 
of the Magi, who instructed Perozes to direct 
his attention to the rising sun. The indignant 
successor of Cyrus forgot his dinger and his 
gratitude ; he renewed the attack with head- 
strong fury, and lost both his army and his life 135 . 
The death of Perozes. abandoned Persia* to her 
foreign and domestic enemies ; and twelve years 

. . .*v 

133 They were purchased from the merchants of Adulis who 
traded to India (Cosmas, Topograph. Christ. I. xi. p. 3390 ; yet, hi 
the estimate of precious stones, the Scythian emerald was the first, 
the Bactrian the second,, the ./Ethiopian poly the third (Ilill$ 
Theophrastus, p. (il. kc . 92.). The production, mines, &c. of 
emeralds, arc involved irk darkness \ and it is doubtful whethcr we 
possess any of the twelve sorts known to the ancients (Goguct, 
Origine ties Loix, &c» part ii. 1. ii. c. 2, art 3.)* In this war the 
Huns got, or at least Perozes lost, the -finest pearl in the world, of 
which Procopius relates a ridiculoiis fable. 

134 The Indo-SeythaecOntltMifed to reign from the time of Augustus 
(Dionys. Perieget. 1088. with the Commentary of Eustathius, in 
Hudson, Gcograph. Minor, tom. iv.) to that of the elder Justin 
(Cosmas, Topograph. Christ. L xi. p. 338, 339.). (3n "their origin 
and conquests, see D’Attville (ahrl’Inde, p. 18. 45. &c.(5q. 85. 89.J. ' 
In the second century they were masters of Laricc or Guzcrat. 

135 See the fate of Phirouz or Perozes, and its consequences.* in 
Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. 3 — (j.), who may be compared with the 
fragments of Oriental history (D’Hcrbclot, Biblipt. Orient, p. 351. 
and Texeira, History of Persia, translated or abridged by Stephens, 

1. i. c. 32. p. 132—138.). ITie chronology is ably ascertained by 
Asseajum (Bibliot. Orient, touir. tli. p. 3^0— 4270* 
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CHAP, 0& confusion elapsed before : his son Cabades or 
Kobad could embrace any designs of ambition 

The Per- 0* revenge. The unkind parsimony of Anastasius 
was the motive ofr pretence of a Roman war 136 ; 

502—505. the Huns and Arabs marched under the Persian 
standard, and the fortifications of Armenia and 
Mesopotamia were, at that time, in a ruinous or 
imperfect condition. The emperor returned his 
thanks to the governor and people of Marty- 
ropolis, for the prompt surrender, of a city which 
could not be successfully defended, and the con- 
flagration of Theodosiopolis might justify the 
conduct of their prudent neighbours. Ainida 
sustained a long and destructive siege : at' the 
tend of three months the loss of fifty thousand 
,of the soldiers of Cabades was not balanced by 
ady prospect tof success, and it was in vain that 
.the Magi deduced a flattering prediction from 
the indecency . of > the women on the ramparts, 
who had revealed their most secret charms to the 
eyes of the assailants, At length, in a silent 
night, they ascended, the most accessible tower, 
which was guarded only by some monks, op- 
pressed* after the duties of a festival, with sleep 
and wine.* Scaling-ladders ’ were applied at the 
dawn of day ; the. presence of : Cabades, his stern 
■command, and his drawn ’' sword, compelled the 
Persians to vanquish ;> and before it was sheathed, 
fourscore thousand of the inhabitants had cx- 

t^The Persian wax, under the reigns of Anastasius and Jiittin, 
may be , ©olleqitid ffom Procopius (Persie. ]. i.c. 7, 6,$.), Thco- 
phauc* (in Chronograph. p. 124 — 127-)» Evagrius (1. iii. c. 370, 
Marccllinus (in C’bron. p. 470i and Josue Stylitcs (apad Asi-cmaii.- 
tom. i. p. 272 — 281.4. 
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piatedthe blood oftheir companions. After chap. 

, the siege of Anaida, the war continued three 
years, and the unhappy frontier tasted the full 
measure of its calamities. The gold of Anastasius 
was offered too late, the nutnber of his troops 
was defeated by the number of their generals; 
the country was stripped of its inhabitants, and 
both the living and the dead were abandoned to 
the wild beasts of the desert. The; resistance of 
Edessa, and the deficiency of spoil, inclined the 
mind of Cabades.to peace; he sold his conquests 
for an exorbitant price : and the same line, though 
marked with slaughter and devastation, still 
separated the two Empires. To; avert the repe- 
tition of the same evils, Anastasius .resolved to 
found a new colony, so strong, that it should 
defy the power of the Persian, so far advanced 
towards Assyria, that its stationary troops might 
defend the province by the menace or operation 
of offensive war. For this purpose, the town of Fortifier 
Data 117 , fourteen miles from Nisibis, . and four 
days journey from the Tigris, 5 was peopled and 
adorned ; the hasty works of Anastasius were im- 
proved by the perseverance of Justinian ; and 
without insisting on- places less important, the 
fortifications of Dara .may represent the military 
architecture of the age. The city was surrounded 
with two walls, and the interval between them, 
of fifty paces, afforded a retreat , to the cattlo of 

W- The description of Dara is amply and correctly given by Pro- 
copius* (Persic. L i. c. 10. 1. ii. c. 13. Dc Edific. 1. ii. c. 1, 2, 8* h iii. 
c. 50. See the situation in D’Anvillc (PEuphrate et fe r ngre, p. 53, 

■ .i4, 55.), though he seems to double the inter* al between Dara and 

■ isibis. s " 
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char Ij^bipsieged.; The in^~j$5|II wasam&uument 
pf vStrength and beauty;^ i|t n^£8Sured sixty feet 
from the ground, and the height of the toners 
was one hundred feet ; the looprholes, from 
whence an enemy might be annoyed with missile 
weapons, were, small,; but numerous: the soldiers 
were planted along the rampart, under the 
shelter of double galleries, and a third platform, 
spacious and secure, was raised on the summit 
of the towers. The exterior wall, appears to 
Jiayg. been, less lofty, but more solid; and each 
yoyreij. was protected by a quadrangular bulwark. 
A-Jiardrocky soil .resisted the .tools of the miners, 
jaimt op, the south-east, where the ground was more 
tr^ctabl^their. approach , was retarded by a new 
jyqrk, which advanced in the shape of an half- 
fl^oon. The ' double and treble ditches were 
tilled with a stream of water ; and in the manage- 
ment of the, river, the most skilful labour was 
'employed , to supply the inhabitants,, to distress 
,j;he, hesiegprs, ,to prevent the mischiefs of a 
na,tural o^aEtidehd inundation..' Dara continued 
mpre than , sixty yearn, tp fulfil the wishes of .its 
founders, and to provoke the jealousy of the 
I’ersianvvvho incessantly pomplaincd, that this 
impregnable fortress had been constructed in 
manifest violation of the treaty Of peace between 
ftyftwo empires. , • 

TheCas- iir J|etween the Euxine -and the -Caspian, the 
l*berian J ®0dnrferie9bf Colchos, Iberia, and Albania, ate 
gates. ih%^reected iu every direction by the branchCs of 
iMflumkCancasuS ; and the twoprineipalg'rrfcs, or 
ywts3efe, ,! ftom north to south, haye lbeeu frequently 



OP THE RO EMPIRE. * 14l 

confiiurided iD. the geography both of the ancients chap. 
and modern*. The nameof Caspian orAlbinian 
gates is properly applied to ' Derbend 138 , which 
occupies a short declivity between the mountains 
and the sea: the city, if we give' credit to local 
tradition/ had been founded by the Greets ; and 
this dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings 
of Persia, with a mole, double walls; and 'doors of 
iron; The Iberian gates 139 are formed by a narrow 
passage of six miles in Mount Caucasus, Which 
opens from the northern side of Iberia or Georgia, 
into the plain that reaches to the TanaiS and the 
Volga; A fortress, designed by 'Alexander per- 
haps, or one of his successors, to Cbmmaiid that 
important pass, had descended ;by right of con- 
quest or inheritance to a prince of the Huns, who 
offered it for a moderate price to the emperor : b’ttt 
while Anastasius paused, while he timorously com- 
puted the cost and the distance, a more vigilant 
rival interposed, and Cabades forcibly occupied the 
streiglits of Caucasus. The Albinian and Iberian 
gates excluded the horsemen of Scythia from the 
shortest and most practicable roads } and the whole 
front of the mountains was covered by the rampart 
of Gog and- Magog, the dong wall which has csi- 

, .. \ r* f. t* l j J ,k * 

. For the city, ai|$ p£$ ; a£ De^^wsnd, see. J^lfeibelot (Bibliot. 

Orient, p. 167. 201. 8070, Petit de la Croix (Hist, dc Gcngiscan, 

1. iv. c. 9.), Iiistoire Genealogique des Tatars (tom. u p. 120.), 

Olearius ( Voyage enPetse,' t p; 3039^— 104U)» aiK ^ Corneille leliruyn 
(Voyages, tony. i. p. 146, 1470= his view may be compared wi*h 
the plan of Olearius, who judges the wall to be of shells and jjratye! 
hardened by time. 

13 y frocopms^though Tvith someopnfusion, always ^nominates 
. ttom Caspian (repc. I, i-> c. 10.) r The piss, ^ now, afyled Tatar- 
• topa, the Tartar-gates (D’Anville, Geographic Ancienne, tom. ii- 
p. H<), ICO.). 
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CHAP, cflfe the cariosity of m. calipfr 149 and a 
Rtissian conqueror 141 . Ajocording to a recent de- 
scription, huge stones seven feet thick, twenty-qne 
_■ feetTm length or height, are artificially ‘ joined 
without iron or cement, to compose a wall, which 
runs above three hundred miles from the shores of 
Derbend, over the hills and through the vallies of 
Daghestan and Georgia. Without a vision, such 
a work might be undertaken by the policy of 
Cabades; without a miracle, it might be accom- , 
plished' by his son, so formidable to the Romans 
under the name of Chosroes ; so dear to the 
Orientals; under the appellation of Nushirwan. 
The Pefsian monarch held in his hand the keys 
both of peace and war; but he stipulated, in every 
treaty, that Justinian should contribute to the 
expence of a common barrier, which equally pro- 
tected the two empires from the inroads of the 
Scythians 1 **. 

VII. Justinian suppressed the schools of Athens 
and the consulship of Rome, whieh had given so 
many sages and herpes to mankind. Both these 
institutions had long since degenerated from their 

“ . V - ' . ■ ' A 

14° The imaginary rampart of Gog and Magog, which was 
seriously explored and believed by a caliph of the ixth century, 
appears to be derived from the gate* of Mount Caucasus, and a 
vague report of the wall of Chinas {Geogrtipb. Nubiensis, p. 2(>7— 
270. Memoires de l’Academie, toin., xxxh p. 210 — 219 .). 

See a learned dissertation of Baler, demtro Caucaseo , in Com- 
ment. Acad. Petropol. ann. 1?2 (j» tom. i. p. but it is 

destitute of amap or plan. When the czar PeturJ, became master 
of Derbeiid in,the year 1722, the measure of thd tyall was found 
to be 32S5 Bjissian orgyi&,> or fathom, each of seven feet English ; 
in the whole somewhat more than four miles iivkftgth. 

li-J See the fortifications and treaties of Chosroes or Nushirwan, m 
in Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. 1(5. 22. I. ii.) and lPllcrbeloLCp. ()82.). 
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primitive glory; yet some reproach may l>e justly chap.- 
inflicted on the avarice jand jealousy of a prince, by 
whose hand such venerable ruins, were destroyed. 

/ Athens, after her Persian triumphs, adopted The 
the' philosophy of Ionia and tile -rhetoric of Sicily; alIwu ° f 
and these studied became the patrimony of a city, 
whose inhabitants, about thirty thousand males, 
condensed, within the period of a single life, the 
genius of ages and millions. Our sense of the 
dignity of human nature is exalted by the simple , 
recollection, that Isocrates 1 " was the companion 
of Plato and Xenophon; that he assisted, perhaps 
with the historian Thucydides, at the first repre- 
sentations of the Oedipus of Sophpcles and the 
Iphigenia of Euripides; and that his pupils 
Aeschines and Demosthenes contended for the 
crown of patriotism in the presence of Aristotle, , . 
the inaster of Theophrastus, who taught at Athene 
with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean 
sects 1 ". The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed 
the benefits of their domestic education, which was 
communicated without envy to the rival cities. 

Two thousand disciples heard the lessons of Theo- . 
plirastus 1 " ; the schools of rhetoric, must have been 

14a The life of Isocrates extends from Olymp.btxxvi. 1. to rx. 3. 

(ante Christ. 43(j— 338.). *See Dkmys. Halicam. tom. ii. p. I4f), 

150. edit. Hudson. Plutarch (sive anonymus), in Vit.X.OraLoruni, 
p. 1538 — 1543. edit. H. Steph. Pitot, cod. colix. p. 1453. 

144 The schools of Athens are copiously though concisely repre- 
sented in the Fortuna Attica of Meursius (c. viii. p. 59 — 73. in 
tom. i. Opp.). For the state and arts of the city, sec the first hook 
of Pausanias, anda smalltract of Dicorarclms (in the second volume 
of Hudson’s Geographers), who wrote about Olymp. eXVii. (Dod- 
well’s Disscrtafc. sect. 4.). 

145 Diogenf Laert. de Vit. Philosoph. 1. v. segm. 37'. p- -SQ. 
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(CHAP, still more populous thanthose ofphilosephy; and 
jr rapid succession of stu*fents diffirsed the fame of 
their teachers as far as . the utmost limits of * the 
Grecian language and name. Those limits were 
enlarged by the victories of Alexander; the arts 
of Athens survived her freedom' and dominion; 
and the Greek colonies which the Macedonians 
planted in Egypt, and scattered over Asia, under- 
took long and frequent pilgrimages to worship 
the Muses in their favourite temple on the banks 
of the Ilissus. The Latin conquerors respectfully 
listened to -the instructions of their subjects and 
captives; the names of Cicero and Horace were 
enrolled in the schools of Athens ; and after the 
perfect settlement of. the Roman empire, the na- 
tives of Italy, of Africa, and of Britain, conversed 
m the groves of the academy with their fellow-stu- 
dents of the - East. The studies of philosophy and 
eloquence are congenial to a popular state, which 
encourages the freedom of inquiry, and submits 
Only to the force of persuasion. In the republics 
of Greece and Rome, the art of speaking was the 
powerful engine of patriotism or ambition ; and 
the schools of rhetoric poured forth a colony of 
Statesmen and legislators. When the liberty 
of public debate was suppressed, the orator, in 
the honourable profeswon of aa advocate, might 
plead the cause of innocence and justice; he 
.might abuse his talents , in; the more profitable 
tarade of panegyric ; and thesame precepts con- 
tinued to dictate the fenciftd decimations of 
the sophist, and the chaster bosstties of his- 
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torical composition. The systems which pro- chap. 
fessed to unfold the nature of God, of man, and 
of the universe, entertained the curiosity of the 
philosophic student; and according to the tem- 
per of his mind, he might doubt with the scep- 
tics, or decide with the stoics, sublimely speculate 
with Plato, or severely argue with Aristotle. The 
pride of the adverse sects had fixed an unat- 
tainable term of moral happiness and perfection : 
but the race was glorious and salutary ; the dis- 
ciples of Zeno, and even those of Epicurus, wore 
taught both to act and to suffer ; and the death of 
Petronius was not less effectual than that of Se- 
neca, to humble a tyrant by the discovery of his 
impotence. The light of science could .not in- 
deed be confined within the walls of Athens. 

Her incomparable writers address themselves to 
the human race ; the living masters emigrated to 
Italy and Asia ; Berytus, in later times, was de- 
voted to the study of. the law ; astronomy ancf 
physic were cultivated in the musseum of Alex- 
andria ; but the Attic schools of rhetoric and phi- 
losophy maintained their superior reputation from 
the Peloponnesian war to the reign of Justinian. 

Athens, though situate in a barren soil, possessed 
a pure air, a free navigation, and the monuments 
of ancient art. That sacred retirement was sel- 
dom disturbed by the business of trade or go- 
vernment; and the last of the Athenians were 
distinguished by their lively wit, the purity of 
their taste and language, their social manners, 
and some traeeB,.at least in discourse, of the mag- 
nanimity of their fathers. In the suburbs of tbe 
voi.. vtt. i. 
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chap, city, the academy of the Platonists, the lycocum of 
the Peripatetics, the portico of the Stoics, and 
the garden of the Epicureans, were planted with 
trees and decorated with statues : and the philo- 
sophers, instead of being immured in a cloyster, 
delivered their instructions in spacious and .plea- 
sant walks, which, at different hours, were con- 
secrated to the exercises of the mind and body. 
The genius of the founders still lived in those 
venerable seats ; the ambition of succeeding to 
the masters of human reason, excited a gener- 
ous emulation ; and the merit of the candidates 
was determined, on each vacancy, by the free 
voices of an enlightened people. The Athenian 
professors were paid by their disciples : according 
to their mutual wants and abilities, the price 
• appears to have varied from a mina to a talent ; 
and Isocrates himself, who derides the avarice of 
the sophists, required in his school of rhetoric, 
about thirty pounds from each of his hundred 
pupils. The wages of industry are just and 
honourable, yet the same Isocrates shed tears at 
the first receipt of a stipend; the Stoic might 
blush when he was hired to preach the contempt 
of money; and I should be sorry to discover, 
that Aristotle or Plato, so far degenerated from 
the example of Socrates, as to exchange know- 
ledge for gold. But some property of lands and 
houses was settled by the permission of the laws, . 
and the legacies of deceased friends, on the phi- 
losophic chairs of Athens. Epicurus bequeathed 
to his disciples the gardens which he had pur- 
chased for eighty minae or two hundred and fifty 
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pounds, with a fund sufficient for their frugal sub- OHAi\ 
sistence and monthly festivals Mfi ; and the patrimony 
of Plato afforded an annual rent, which, in eight 
centuries, was gradually increased from three to one 
thousand pieces of gold 1 *'. The schools of Athens 
were protected by tiic wisest and most virtuous of 
the Roman princes. The library which Hadrian 
founded, was placed in a portico adorned with pic- 
tures, statues, and a roof of alabaster, and supported 
by one hundred columns of Phrygian marble. The 

public salaries were assigned by the generous spirit, 
of the Antonines ; and each professor, of politics, 
of rhetoric, ' of the Platonic, the Peripatetic, the 
Stoic, and the Epicurean philosophy, received an 
annual stipend of ten thousand drachma;, or more 
than three hundred pounds sterling 1 " 1 . After the 
death of Marcus, these liberal donations, and the 
privileges attached to the thrones of science, were 
abolished and revived, diminished and enlarged : 
but some vestige of royal bounty may be found un- 
der the successors of Constantine; and their arbi- 
trary choice of an unworthy candidate might tempt 

uG See 1 lie Testament of Epicurus in Diogcn. Lnerl. I. x. st jm. 
l(j — 20 . p. (ill, 0l2. A single epistle (aJ Familiar?*, xiii. I.) dis- 
plays the injustice of the Areopagus, the fidelity of the Epicureans, 
the dextrous politeness of Cicero, and the mixture of contempt and 
esteem with which the Roman senators considered ihc philosophy 
and philosophers of Greece. 

Damascius, in Vit. Isidor. apudPhotium, cod. eexlii. p. 10.4. 

1 See Lucian (in Eunuch, torn. ii.p. 350 — 359. edit. Reitz), Phi- 
lostratus (in Vit. Sophist. 1. ii. c. 2.), and Dion Cassius, or Xiphiliu 
(1. Ixxi. p. with their editors Du Soul, Olearius, and Reimar, 

and, above all, Salmasius (ad Hist. August, p. 72 .). A judicious phi- 
losopher (Smith's Wealth of Nations, veil. ii. p. .140 — 374.) prefers 
the free contribution of the students to a fixed stipend for the pro- 
fessor. 
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OH AP. the philosophers of Athens to regret the days of in- 
dependence and poverty 149 . It is remarkable, that 
the impartial favour bf the Antonines was bestowed 
on the four adverse sects of philosophy, which they 
considered as equally useful or at least as equally in- 
nocent. Socrates had formerly been the glory and the 
reproach of his country; and the first lessons of Epi- 
curus so strangely scandalized the pious ears of the 
Athenians, that by his exile, and that of his antago- 
nists, they silenced all vain disputes concerning the 
nature of the gods. But in the ensuing year they 
recalled the hasty decree, restored the liberty of the 
schools, and were convinced, by the experience of 
ages, that the moral character of philosophers is 
not affected by the diversity of their theological spe- 
culations 153 . 

They are The Gothic arms were less fatal to the schools of 
byTusti- 6 Athens than the establishment of a new religion, 
n,an ' whose ministers superseded the exercise of reason, 
resolved every question by an article of faith, and 
condemned the infidel or sceptic to eternal flames. 
In many a volume of laborious controversy, they 
exposed the weakness of the understanding and 
the corruption of the heart, insulted human na- 
ture in the sages of antiquity, and proscribed the 
spirit of philosophical inquiry, so repugnant to the 

14 9 Brucker, Hist. Crit. Philosoph. tom. ii. p. 310, &c. 

150 The birth of Epicurus is fixed to the year 342 before Christ 
(Bayle), Olympiad cix. 3. ; and he opened his school at Athens, 
Olymp. cxviii. 3. 306 years before the same aera. This intolerant 
law (Athenaeus, J. xiii. p.*6l0. Diogen, Laertius, 1. v. s. 38. p. 29O. 
Julius Pollux, ix. 5.) was enacted in the same, or the succeeding 
year (Sigonius, Opp. tom. v. p. 62. Menagius, ad Diogen. Laert. 
p. 204. Corsini Fasti Attici, tom. iv. p. 67, 68.). Theophrastus, 
chief of the Peripatetics, and disciple of Aristotle, was involved in 
the same exile. 
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doctrine, or at least to the temper, of an humble chap. 
believer. The surviving sect of the Platonists, 
whom Plato would have blushed to acknowledge, 
extravagantly mingled a sublime theory with the 
practice of superstition and magic ; and as they re- 
mained alone in the midst of a Christian world, 
they indulged a secret rancour against the govern- 
ment of the church and state ; whose severity was 
still suspended over their heads. About a century 
after the reign of Julian 151 , Proclus 1; '" was per- iwiu*. 
mitted to teach in the philosophic chair of the 
academy ; and such was his industry, that he fre- 
quently, in the same day, pronounced five lessons, 
and composed seven hundred lines. His sagacious 
mind explored the deepest questions of morals and 
metaphysics, and he ventured to urge eighteen 
arguments against the Christian doctrine of the 
creation of the world. But in the intervals of 
study, he personally conversed with Pan, iEscu-. 
lapius, and Minerva, in whose mysteries he was 
secretly initiated, and whose prostrate statues he 
adored ; in the devout persuasion that the philoso- 
pher, who is u citizen of the universe, shoidd be 
the priest of its various deities. An eclipse of the 
sun announced his approaching end ; and his life, 


151 This is no fanciful sera : the Pagans reckoned their calamities 
from the reign of their hero. Proclus, whose nativity is marked by 
his horoscope (A. D. 412, February 8, at C. P.), died 124 years a™ 
louAiavou 0&rtkiwe t A. D. 485. (Marin, in Vita Prooli, c. 36.). 

152 The life of Proclus, by Marinus, was published by Fabricius 
(Hamburgh, 1700, et ad calcem JBibliot. Latin. Lnnd. 1703.). See 
Suidas (torn. iii. p. 185, 186.), Fabricius (Bibliot. Graec. 1. v. c. 
?6. j>. 44Q — 552.), and Brucker (Hist. Crit. Philosoph. tom. ii. p 
31 9—326.). 
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chap, with that of his scholar Isidore 1 ®, compiled by 
two of their most learned disciples, exhibits a de- 
nis sue- plorable picture of the second childhood of human 
a d! 485 reason. Yet the golden chain, as it was fondly 
—529- styled, of the Platonic succession, continued forty- 
four years from the death .of Proclus to the edict 
of Justinian 1 ®, which imposed a perpetual silence 
on the schools of Athens, and excited the gjicf 
and indignation of the few remaining votaries of 
Grecian science and superstition. Seven friends 
and philosophers, Diogenes and Hermias, Eula- 
lins and Priscian, Damascius, Isidore, and Sim- 
plicius, who dissented from the religion of their 
sovereign, embraced the resolution of seeking in a 
foreign land the freedom which was denied in their 
native country. They had heard, and they cre- 
dulously believed, that the republic of Plato was 
realized in the despotic government of Persia, and 
that a patriot king reigned over the happiest and 
most virtuous of nations. They were soon asto- 
nished by the natural discovery, that Persia re- 
sembled the other countries of the globe ; that 
Chosroes, who affected the name of a philosopher, 
was vain, cruel, and ambitious ; that bigotry, and 
a spirit of intolerance, prevailed among the Magi ; 
that the nobles were haughty, the courtiers servile, 
and the magistrates unjust; that the guilty some- 
times escaped, and that the innocent were often 

153 The life of Isidore was composed by Damascius (apud 
Photium, cod, eexlii. p. 1028 — 1076). See the last age of the 
Pagan philosophers in Bruckei (tom. ii. p. 341 — 351.). 

154 The suppression of the schools of Athens is recorded by 
John Malala (tom. ii. p. 187. sub DecioCos. Sol.), and an anony- 
mous Chronicle in the Vatican library (apud Aleman, p. 106.). 
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oppressed. The disappointment of the philoso- CHAP. 

■ phcrs provoked them to overlook the real virtues 
of the Persians ; and they were scandalized, more 
deeply perhaps than became their profession, with 
the plurality of wives and concubines, the incestuous 
marriages, and the custom of exposing dead bodies 
to the dogs and vultures, instead of hiding them 
in the earth, or consuming them with fire. Their 
repentance was expressed by a precipitate return, 
and they loudly declared that they had rather die 
on the borders of the empire, than enjoy the wealth 
and favour of the Barbarian. From this journey, 
however, they derived a benefit which reflects the 
purest lustre on the character of Chosroes. He 
required, that the seven sages who had visited the 
court of Persia, should be exempted from the 
penal laws which Justinian enacted against his 
Pagan subjects; and this privilege, expressly 
stipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded by 
the vigilance of a powerful mediator 153 . Simpli- The last© 
cius and his companions ended their lives in |,hcrs. lll °' 
peace and obscurity; and as they left no disciples, 
they terminate the long list of Grecian philoso- 
phers, who may be justly praised, notwithstanding 
their defects, as the wisest and most virtuous of 
their contemporaries. The writings of Simplicius 
are now extant. His physical and metaphysical 
commentaries on Aristotle have passed away with 

155 Agathius (1. ii. p. 69 , 70, 73.) relates this curious story. 

Chosroes ascended the throne in the year 531, and made His first 
peace with the Romans in the beginning of 533, a date most com- 
patible with hie young fame and the old age of Isidore (Asseman, 

Bibliot. Orient, tom. iii. p. 404. Pagi, tom. ii. p. 543. 550.). 
i 
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CHAP. 

XL. 


The Ro- 
Tian con- 
sulship ex- 
inguished 
jy Justi- 
nan, 

\.D.54l. 


the fashion of the times ; but his moral interpret 
tation of Epictetus is preserved in the library, of 
nations, as a classic book, most excellently adapted 
to direct the will, to purify the heart, and to con- 
firm the understanding, by a just confidence in 
the nature both of God and man. 

About the same time that Pythagoras first in- 
vented the appellation of philosopher, liberty and 
the consulship were founded at Rome by the 
elder Brutus. The revolutions of the consular 
office, which may be viewed in the successive 
lights of a substance, a shadow, and a name, 
have been occasionally mentioned in the present 
history. The first magistrates of the republic had 
been chosen by the people, to exercise, in the 
senate and in the camp, the powers of peace and 
war, which were afterwards translated to the em- 
perors. But the tradition of ancient dignity was 
long revered by the Romans and Barbarians. A 
(Gothic historian applauds the consulship of Thco- 
doric as the height of all temporal glory and 
greatness 156 ; the king of Italy himself congratu- 
lates those annual favourites of fortune, who, 
without the cares, enjoyed the splendour of the 
throne; - and at the end of a thousand years, 
two consuls were created by the sovereigns of 
Rome and Constantinople, for the sole purpose 
of giving a date to the year, and a festival to 
the people. But the expenccs of this festival, in 
which the wealthy and the vain aspired to sur- 


Cassiodor. Variarum Epist. vi. 1 . Jornandes, c. 57 . p. 69G. edit. 
Grot. Quod Minimum hunum priimiin<iue in niuiido decus edicitur. 
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pass their predecessors, insensibly arose to the chap. 
enoymous sum of fourscore thousand pounds; the 
wisest senators declined an useless honour, which 
involved the certain ruin of their families ; and to 
this reluctance I should impute the frequent 
chasms in the last age of the consular Fasti . The 
predecessors of Justinian had assisted from the 
public treasures the dignity of the less opulent 
candidates; the avarice of that prince preferred 
the cheaper and more convenient method of advice 
and regulation li7 . Seven processions or spectacles 
were the number to which his edict confined the 
horse and chariot races, the athletic sports, the 
music, and pantomimes of the theatre, and the 
hunting of wild beasts ; and small pieces of silver 
were discreetly substituted, to the gold medals, 
which had always excited tumult and drunkenness, 
when they were scattered with a profuse hand 
among the populace. Notwithstanding these pre» 
cautions, and his own example, the succession of 
consuls finally ceased in the thirteenth year of 
Justinian, whose despotic temper might be grati- 
fied by the silent extinction of a title which 
admonished the Homans of their ancient free- 
dom 15a . Yet the annual consulship still lived in 
the minds of the people ; they fondly expected its 
speedy restoration ; they applauded the gracious 
condescension of successive princes, by whom it 

13 7 See the regulations of Justinian (Novell, cv.), dated at Constan- 
tinople, July 5 , and addressed to Strategius, treasurer of the empire. 

138 Procopius, in Anecdot, c. 26. Aleman, p. 106 . In the xviiith 
year after the consulship of Basil i us, according to the reckoning of 
.Marcellinus, Victor, Marius, &c. the secret history was composed, 

-and, in the eyes of Procopius, the consulship was fin*dJy abolished. 
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XL. 


was assumed in the first year of their reign ; and 
three centuries elapsed, after the death of Justi- 
nian, before that obsolete dignity, which had been 
suppressed by custom, could be abolished by 
law 13!) . The imperfect mode of distinguishing 
each year by the name of a magistrate, was usually 
supplied by the c^te of a permanent sera: the 
creation of the world, according to the septuagint 
version, was adopted by the Greeks 1W> ; and the 
Latins, since the age of Charlemagne, have com- 
puted their time from the birth of Christ 1U1 . 

By Leo, the philosopher (Novell, xciv. A. D. 886—911.). 
See Pagi (Dissertat. Hypatica, p. 325 — 362.) and Ducange (Gloss. 
Gra?c. p. 1635, 1636.). Even the title was vilified: consulatus 
codicilli vilcscunt, says the emperor himself. 

According to Julius Africanus, &c. the world was created 
the first of September, 5508 years, three months, and twenty-five 
days before the birth of Christ (see Pe2ron, Antiquite des Terns 
defendue, p. 20 — 28.) ; and this sera has been used by the Greeks, 
the Oriental Christians, and even by the Russians, till the reign of 
'Peter I. The period, however arbitrary, is clear and convenient. 
Of the 72()(j years which are supposed to elapse since the creation, 
wc shall find 3000 of ignorance and darkness ; 2000 either fabulous 
or doubtful 5 1000 of ancient, history, commencing with the 
Persian empire, and the Republics of Rome and Athens ; 1000 from 
the fall of the Roman empire in the west to the discovery of 
America ; and the remaining 296 will almost complete three cen- 
turies of the modem state of Europe l «ind mankind.. I regret this 
chronology, so far preferable to our double and perplexed method 
of counting backwards and forwards the years before and after the 
Christian aera. 1 

161 The sera of the world has prevailed in the East 9ince the vith 
general council (A. D. 681.). In the West the Christian aera was 
first invented in the vith century : it was propagated in the viiith 
by the authority and writings of venerable Bede ; but it was not till 
the xth that the use became legal and popular. See l’Art de 
verifier les Dates, Dissert. Preliminaire, p. iii. xii. Dictionnaire 
Diplomatique, " tom. i. p- 329 — 337. - the works of a laborious 
society of Benedictine monks. ' 
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CHAP. XU. 

Conquests of Justinian in the West. — Character 
and Jirst Campaigns of Belisarius. — He in- 
vades and subdues the Vandal Kingdom of 
Africa. — His Triumph. — The Gothic War. 

— He recovers Sicily, Naples, and Rome. — 

Siege of Rome by the Goths. — Their Retreat 
and Losses. — Surrender of Ravenna. — Glory 
of Belisarius. — His domestic Shatne and Mis- 
fortunes. 

W hen Justinian ascended the throne, about fifty 
years after the fall of the Western empire, the 
kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals had obtained Just ,' nian 

t? resolves t* 

a solid, and, as it might seem, a legal establish- invade 
ment both in Europe and Africa. The titles aIiim;- 
which Roman victory had inscribed, were crazed 
with equal justice by the sword of the Barbarians ; 
and their successful rapine derived a more venerable 
sanction from time, from treaties, and from the 
oaths of fidelity, already repeated by a second or 
third generation of obedient subjects. Experience 
and Christianity had refuted the superstitious 
hope, that Rome was founded by the gods to reign 
for ever over the nations of the earth. But the 
proud claim of perpetual and indefeasible do- 
minion, which her soldiers' could no longer main- 
tain, was firmly asserted by her statesmen and 
lawyers, whose opinions have been sometimes 
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chap, revived and propagated in the modem schools of 
jurisprudence. After Rome herself had been 
stripped of the Imperial purple, the princes of 
Constantinople assumed the sole and sacred sceptre 
of the monarchy ; demanded, as their rightful 
inheritance, the provinces which had been subdued 
by the consuls, or possessed by the Caesars ; and 
feebly aspired to deliver their faithful subjects 
of the West from the usurpation of heretics and 
Barbarians. The execution of this splendid design 
was in some degree reserved for Justinian. Dur- 
ing the five first years of his reign, he reluctantly 
waged a costly and unprofitable war against the 
Persians till his pride submitted to his ambition, 
and he purchased, at the price of four hundred and 
forty thousand pounds sterling, the benefit of a 
precarious truce, which, in the language of both 
nations, was dignified with the appellation of the 
endless peace. The safety of the East enabled 
the emperor to employ his forces against the Van- 
dals ; and the internal state of Africa afforded an 
honourable motive, and promised a powerful sup- 
port to the Roman arms \ 

state of According to the testament of the founder, the 

«iafs. 'mi- African kingdom had lineally descended to Hil- 
deric the eldest of the Vandal princes. . A mild 

523 — 530. disposition inclined the son of a tyrant, the grand- 

1 The complete series of the Vandal wax is related by Procopius 
in a regular and elegant narrative (1. i. c. 9 — 25. 1. ii. c. 1 — 13.) , 
and happy would be my lot, could I always tread in the footsteps 
of such a guide. From the ^htire and diligent perusal of the 
Greek text, I have a right to pronounce that the Latin and French 
versions of Grotius and Cousin may not^be implicitly trusted j yet 
the president Cousin has been often praised, and Huao Grotius 
was the first scholar of a learned age. 
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son of a conqueror, to prefer the counsels of cle- chap. 
mency and peace; and his accession was marked 
b'y the salutary edict, which restored two hun- 
dred bishops to their churches, and allowed the 
free profession of the Athanasian creed 2 3 . But 
the Catholics accepted, with cold and transient 
gratitude; a favour so inadequate to their preten- 
sions, and the virtues of Hilderic offended the 
prejudices of his countrymen. The Arian clergy 
presumed to insinuate that he had renounced the 
faith, and the soldiers more loudly complained 
that he had degenerated from the courage, of his 
ancestors. His ambassadors were suspected of a 
secret and disgraceful negociation in the Byzan- 
tine court ; and his general, the Achilles 3 , as he 
was named, of the Vandals, lost a battle against 
the naked and disorderly Moors. The public Gennicr, 
discontent was exasperated by Gelimer, whose 530—534. 
age, descent, and military fame gave him an ap- 
parent title to the succession: he assumed, wfth 
the consent of the nation, the reins of govern- 
ment; and his unfortunate sovereign sunk with- 
out a struggle from the throne to a dungeon, 
where he was strictly guarded with a faithful 

2 See Ruinart, Hist. Persecut. Vandal, c. xii. p. 589- His best 
evidence is drawn from the life of St. Fulgentius, composed by one 
of his disciples, transcribed in a great measure in the annals of B a- 
ronius, and printed in several great collections (Catalog. Bibliot. 

Bunavianae, tom. i. vol. ii. p. 1258.). 

3 For what quality of the mind or body ? For speed, or beauty, 
or valour? — In what language did the Vandals read Homer ? — Did 
he speak German? — The Latins had four versions (Fabric, tom. i. 

1. ii. c. 3. p. 297 .) : yet. in spite of the praises of Seneca (Consol, c. 

26 .), they appear to have been more successful in imitating than in 
translating the Greek poets. But the name of Achilles might be 
famous and popular, even among the illiterate Barbarians. 
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counsellor, and his unpopular nephew the Achil- 
les of the Vandals. But the indulgence whieh 
Hilderic had shewn to his Catholic subjects had 
powerfully recommended him to the favour of 
Justinian, who, for .the benefit of his own sect, 
could acknowledge the use and justice of reli- 
gious toleration : their alliance, while the nephew 
of Justin remained in a private station, was ce- 
mented by the mutual exchange of gifts and 
letters; and the emperor Justinian asserted the 
cause of royalty and friendship. In two suc- 
cessive embassies, he admonished the usurper to 
repent of his treason, or to abstain, at least; from 
any further violence, which might provoke the 
displeasure of God and of the Romans; to re- 
verence, the laws of kindred and succession, and 
to suffer an infirm old man peaceably to end his 
days, either on the throne of Carthage, or in 
the palace of Constantinople. The passions or 
even the prudence of Gelimer compelled him 
to reject these requests, which were urged in 
the haughty tone of menace and command ; and 
he justified his ambition in ,a language' rarely 
spoken in the Byzantine court, by alleging the 
right of a free people to remove or punish their 
chief magistrate, who had failed in the execution 
of the kingly office. After this fruitless expostu- 
lation, the captive monarch was more rigorously 
treated, his nephew was. deprived of his eyes, 
and the cruel Vandal, confident in his strength 
and distance, derided the vain threats and slow 
preparations of the emperor of the East. Justi- 
nian resolved to deliver or revenge his friend. 
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' Gelimer to maintain his usurpation : and the war c ft A1 , 
was preceded, according to the practice of civi- x, -l- 
lized nations, by the most solemn protestations, 
that each party was sincerely desirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only ,,^1? “ 
to the vain and idle populace of Constantinople, Afr ' can 
whose poverty exempted them from tribute, and 
whose cowardice was seldom exposed to military 
service. But the wiser citizens, who judged of 
the future by the past, revolved in then memory 
the immense loss, both of men and money, which 
the empire had sustained in the expedition of 
Basiliscus. The troops, which after five labori- 
ous campaigns, had been recalled from the Per- 
sian frontier, dreaded the sea; the climate, and 
the arms of an unknown enemy. The ministers 
of the finances computed, as far as they might 
compute, the demands of an African war; the 
taxes which must be found and levied to supply 
those insatiate demands; and the danger, lest 
their own lives, or at least their lucrative employ- 
ments, should be made responsible for the defi- 
ciency of the supply. Inspired by such selfish 
motives (for we may not suspect him of any zeal 
for the public good), John of Cappadocia ven- 
tured to oppose in full council the inclinations 
of his master. . He confessed, that a victory of 
such importance could not be too dearly pur- 
chased ; but he represented ill a grave discourse 
the certain difficulties and the uncertain event. 

“You undertake,” said the praefect, “ to be- 
“ siege Carthage by land, the distance is not less 
than one hundred and forty days journey ; on 
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chAp. “ the s ea, a whole year 4 must elapse before you 

.XLI. « can receive any intelligence from your fleet.. 

“ If Africa should be reduced, it cannot be 
“ preserved without the additional conquest of 
“ Sicily and Italy. Success will impose the 
“ obligation of new labours ; a single misfortune 
“ will attract the Barbarians into the heart of 

“ your exhausted empire.” Justinian felt the 

weight of this salutary advice; he was con- 
founded by the unwonted freedom of an obse- 
quious servant ; and the design' of the war would 
perhaps have been relinquished, if his courage 
had not been revived by a voice which silenced 
the doubts of profane reason. “ I have seen a 
“ vision,” cried an artful or fanatic bishop of the 
East. “ It is the will of heaven, O emperor ! 
“ that you should not abandon your holy enter- 
“ prise for the deliverance of the African church. 
“ The God of battles will march before your 
“ standard, and disperse your enemies, who are 
“ the enemies of his Son.” The emperor might 
be tempted, and his counsellors were constrained, 
to give credit to this seasonable revelation : but 
they derived more rational hope from the revolt, 
which the adherents of Hilderic or Athanasius 
had already excited on the borders of the Van- 
dal monarchy. Pudentius, an African subject, 
had privately signified his loyal intentions, and 
a small military ‘aid restored the province of 

4 A year — absurd exaggeration ! The comjuest of Africa may be 
dated A.D. 533. September 14. It is celebrated by Justinian in the 
preface to his Institutes, which were published No\ ember SI. of 
the same year. Including the voyage and return, such a compula- 
tion might be truly applied to our Indian empire. 
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Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. The chap. 
government of Sardinia had been entrusted to 
Godas, a valiant Barbarian: he suspended the 
payment of tribute, disclaimed his allegiance to 
the usurper, and gave audience to the emissaries 
of Justinian, who found him master of that fruitful 
island, at the head of his guards, and proudly in- 
vested with the ensigns of royalty. The forces of 
the Vandals were diminished by discord and sus- 
picion ; the Roman armies were animated by the 
spirit of Belisarius ; one of those heroic names 
which are familiar to every age and to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was bom, 911 d cii.uaa.i 
perhaps educated, among the Thracian peasants 5 , 
without any of those advantages which had formed riu«. 
the virtues of the elder and the younger Scipio ; a 
noble origin, liberal studies, and the emulation of 
a free state. The silence of a loquacious secretary 
may be admitted, to prove that the youth of Bcli- 
sarius could not afford any subject of praise : he 
served, most assuredly with valour and reputation, 
among the private guards of Justinian ; and when 
his patron became emperor, the domestic was pro- 
moted to military command. After a bold inroad 
into Pcrsarmenia, in which his glory was shared 
by a colleague, and his progress was checked by 
an enemy, Belisarius repaired to the important 

4 

3 * 0^/j.riro It 6 HeKtffaptos ex Ttpfia.nai, y 9ffxxa«fTs non Ihhvpiutv jxsTCtgu 
xf iTcu (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. c. 11.). Aleman (Noi. ad Anccdot. 

1>. 5.), an Italian, could easily reject the German vanity ofGiphanius 
and Vdserus, who wished to claim the hero ; but his Germania, a 
metropolis of Thrace, T cannot find in any civil or ecclesiastical 
lists of the provinces and cities. 

■ VOI,. VII. 
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chap: 

XLL 

His ser- 
vices in the 
Persian 
war,* 

A. D. 529 
— 532 . 


station of Dara, where he first accepted the service 
of ^rocopius, the faithful companion, and diligent 
historian of his exploits 6 . The Mirranes of Persia 
advanced, with forty thousand of her best troops, 
to raze the fortifications of Dara ; and signified the 
day and the hour on which the citizens should 
prepare a bath for his refreshment after the toils 
of victory. He encountered an adversary equal 
to himself, by the new title of General of the 
East ; his superior in the science of war, but much 
inferior in the number and quality of his troops, 
which amounted only to twenty-five thousand 
Romans and strangers, relaxed in their discipline, 
and humbled by recent disasters. As the level 
plain of Dara refused all shelter to stratagem and 
ambush, Belisarius protected his front with a deep 
trench, which was prolonged at first in perpendi- 
cular, and afterwards in parallel, lines, to cover the 
wings of cavalry advantageously posted to com- 
mand the flanks and rear of the enemy. When 
the Roman centre was shaken, their well-timed 
and rapid charge decided the conflict: the standard 
of Persia fell ; the immortals fled ; the infantry 
threw away their bucklers, and eight thousand of 
the vanquished were left on the field of battle. 
In the next campaign, Syria -was invaded on the 
side of the desert ; and Bclisarius, with twenty 
thousand men, hastened from Dara to the relief 
of the province. During the whole summer, the 
designs of the enemy were baffled by his skilful 


*' The two first Persian yampaigns of Bclisarius are fairly and 
copiously related by his secretary (Persic. 1. i. c. 12— IS.). 
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dispositions : he pressed their retreat, occupied 
each night their camp of the preceding, day, and 
would have secured a bloodless victory, if he could 
have resisted the impatience of his own troops. 
Their valiant promise was faintly supported in 
the hour of battle ; the right wing was exposed by 
the treacherous or cowardly desertion of the Chris- 
tian Arabs ; the Huus, a veteran band of eight 
hundred warriors, were oppressed by superior 
numbers; the flight of the Isaurians was inter- 
cepted ; but the Homan infantry stood firm on the 
left ; for Belisarius himself, dismounting from his 
horse, shewed them that intrepid despair was their 
only safety. They turned their backs to the 
Euphrates, and their faces to the enemy ; innu- 
merable arrows glanced without effect from the 
compact and shelving order of their bucklers ; an 
impenetrable line of pikes was opposed to the re- 
peated assaults of the Persian cavalry ; and after a 
resistance of many hours, the remaining troops 
were skilfully embarked under the shadow of the 
night. The Persian commander retired with 
disorder and disgrace, to answer a strict account 
of the lives of so many soldiers which he had 
consumed in a barren victory. But the fame of 
Belisarius was not sullied by a defeat, in which 
he alone had saved his army from the conse- 
quences of their own rashness : the approach of 
peace relieved him from the guard of the eastern 
frontier, and his conduct in the sedition of Con- 
stantinople amply discharged his obligations to 
the emperor. When the African war became the 
topic of popular discourse and secret deliberation. 
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CHAP. each of the Roman generals was apprehensive, 
rather than ambitious, of the dangerous honour ; 
but as soon as Justinian had declared his preference 
of superior merit, their envy was rekindled by the 
unanimous applause which was given to the choice 
of Belisarius. The temper of the Byzantine court 
may encourage a suspicion, that the hero was darkly 
assisted by the intrigues of his wife, the fair and 
subtle Antonina, who alternately enjoyed the 
confidence, and incurred the hatred, of the empress 
Theodora. The birth of Antonina was ignoble, 
she descended from a family of charioteers ; and 
her chastity, has been stained with the foulest re- 
proach. Yet she reigned with long and absolute 
power over the mind of her illustrious husband ; 
and if Antonina disdained the merit of conjugal 
fidelity, she expressed a manly friendship to Beli- 
sarius, whom she accompanied with undaunted re- 
solution in all the hardships and dangers of a 
military life 7 . 

lVepara- The preparations for the African war were not 

IheAiH- unworthy of the last contest between Rome and 

a'd ™3 Carthage. The pride and flower of the army con- 
sisted of the guards of Belisarius, who, according 
to the pernicious indulgence of the times, devoted 
themselves by a particular oath of fidelity to the 
service of their patrons. Their strength aud stature, 
for which they had been curiously selected, the 
goodness of their horses and armour, and the assi- 
duous practice of all the exercises of war, enabled 
them to act whatever their courage might prompt ; 


7 Sec the birth and character of Antonina, in the Anecdotes, c. .1 ■ 
and the notes of AlemannusS, p. 3. 
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and their courage was exalted by the social ho- 
nour of their rank, and the personal ambition of 
favour and fortune. Four hundred of the bravest 
of the Heruli marched under the banner of 
the faithful and active Phams ; their untractable 
valour was more highly prized than the tame sub- 
mission of the Greeks and Syrians ; and of such 
importance was it deemed to procure a reinforce- 
ment of six hundred Massagcta*, or Huns, that 
they were allured by fraud and deceit to engage 
in a naval expedition. Five thousand horse and 
ten thousand foot were embarked at Constanti- 
nople for the conquest of Africa, but the infantry, 
for the most part levied in Tliracc and 1 sauna, 
yielded to the more prevailing use and reputation 
of the cavalry; and the Scythian bow was the 
weapon on which the armies of Rome were now 
reduced to place their principal dependence. 
From a laudable desire to assert the dignity of < 
his theme, Procopius defends the soldiers of his 
own time against the morose critics, who confined 
that respectable name to the heavy-armed war- 
riors of antiquity, and maliciously observed, that 
the word archer is introduced by Homer" as a 
term of contempt. “ Such contempt might per- 
“ haps be due to the naked youths who appeared 
“ on foot in the fields of Troy, and, lurking be- 
“ hind a tomb-stone, or the shield of a friend, 


CHAP. 

XLI. 


l * Sec the Preface of Procopius. The enemies of archery might 
quote the reproaches of Diomede (Iliad, A. 38 J f &c.) and tlicper- 
mittere vjulncra ventis of Lucan (viii. 384.) : yet the Romans could 
not despise the arrows of the Parthians; and in the siege of Troy, 
Pandarus, Paris, and Teuccr, pierced those haughty warriors who 
insulted ihem as women or children. 
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“ drew the bow-string to their breast 9 , and dis- 
“ missed a feeble and lifeless arrow. -But our 
“ archers (pursues the historian) are mounted 
“ on horses, which they manage with admirable 
“ skill ; their head and shoulders are protected 
“ by a cask or buckler ; they wear greaves of 
“ iron on their legs, and their bodies are guarded 
“ by a coat of mail. On their right side hangs 
“ a quiver; a sword on their left, and their hand 
“ is accustomed to wield a lance or javelin in 
“ closer combat. Their bows are strong and 
“ weighty ; they shoot in every possible dircc- 
“ tion, advancing, retreating, to the front, to 
“ the rear, or to eitlicr flank ; and as they arc 
“ taught to draw the bow-string not to the breast, 
“ but to the right ear, firm indeed must be the 
“ armour that can resist the rapid violence of 
“ their shaft.” Five hundred transports, navigated 
by twenty thousand mariners of Egypt, Cilicia, 
and Ionia, were collected in the harbour of Con- 
stantinople. The smallest of these vessels may be 
computed at thirty, the largest at five hundred, 
tons; and the fair average will supply an allowance, 
liberal, but not profuse, of about one hundred, 
thousand tons 10 , for the reception of thirty-five 

9 juay /uoefy wehuaev, rofep Sc fftBvjpoy (Iliad. A. 123.). How C011- 
cise — how just — how beautiful is the whole picture ! I see the at- 
titudes of the archer — I hear the twanging of the bow: 

. Ai y£* &*°fi 8c fity /ot X tv > a*ro V oYrof. 

30 The text appears to allow for the largest vessels 50,000 mediin- 
ui, or 3000 tons (since the medimnus weighed l(k) Homan or 120 
averdupois, pounds.). I have given a more raiicmal interpretation, 
by supposing that the Attic style of Procopius conceals the legal 
and pojpular modhts , a sixth part of the medimnus (Hooper’s Ancient 
Measures, p. 152, &c.). A contrary and indeed a stranger mistake 
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thousand soldiers and sailors, of five thousand 
horses, of arms, engines, and military stores, and 
of a sufficient stock of water and provisions for a 
voyage, perhaps, of three months. The proud 
ga lies, which in former ages swept the Mediter- 
ranean with so many hundred oars, had long 
since disappeared; and the fleet of Justinian was 
escorted only by ninety-two light brigantines, 
covered from the missile weapons of the enemy 
and rowed by two thousand of the brave and 
robust youth of Constantinople. Twenty-two ■ 
generals are named, most of whom were after- 
wards distinguished in the wars of Africa and 
aly : but the supreme command, both by hind 
and sea was delegated to Belisarius alone, with 
a boundless power of acting according to. his dis- 
cretion as if the emperor himself were present. 

! 10 sc Paration of the naval and military profes- 
sions is at once the effect and the cause of the 
modem improvements in the science of naviga-' 
tion and maritime war, 

hi the seventh year of the reign of Justinian, l>-i*riu,e 

whole SeeV f ‘i ° f i thC SWnmer S0lsticc ’ tie S' 

ole fleet of six hundred ships was ranged in A D - 5 '«. 
martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. Jm ‘ e 
Ihc patriarch pronounced his benediction, the 
emperor signified his last commands, the general’s 
rumpet gave the signal of departure, and every 
heart, according to its fears or wishes, explored 

*•* ™ *’•, and -*■% 
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CHAP. with, anxious curiosity the omens of misfortune 
and success. The first halt was made at Pcrintjras 
or Heraclea, where Belisarius waited five days to 
receive some Thracian horses, a military gift of 
his sovereign. From thence the fleet pursued their 
course through the midst of the Propontis ; but as 
they struggled to pass the Streights of the Helles- 
pont, an unfavourable wind detained them four 
days at Abydus, where the general exhibited a 
memorable lesson of firmness and severity. Two 
' of the Huns, who in a drunken quarrel had slain 
one of their fellow-soldiers, were instantly shewn 
to the army suspended on a lofty gibbet. The na- 
tional indignity was resented by their country- 
men, who disclaimed the servile laws of the em- 
pire, and asserted the free privilege of Scythia, 
where a small fine was allowed to expiate .the 
hasty sallies of intemperance and anger. Their 
complaints were specious, their clamours were 
loud, and the Romans were not averse to the 
example of disorder and •impunity. But the 
rising sedition was appeased by the authority 
and eloquence of the general: and he repre- 
sented to the assembled troops the obligation of 
justice, the importance of discipline, . the rewards 
of piety and virtue, and the unpardonable guilt 
of murder, which, in his apprehension, was ag- 
gravated rather than excused by the vice of 
intoxication u . In the navigation from the 
Hellespont to Peloponnesus^ which the Greeks, 

11 1 have read of a Greek legislator, who inflicted a double penalty 
on the crimes committed in a state of intoxication ; but it seems > 
agreed that this was rather a political than a moral law. 
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after the siege of Troy, had performed in four 
. days 12 , the fleet of Belisarius was guided in their 
course by his master-galley, conspicuous in the day 
by the redness of the sails, and in the night by the 
torches blazing from the mast-head. It was the 
duty of the pilots, as they steered between the 
islands, and turned the capes of Malea and Tacna- 
rium, to preserve the just order and regular inter- 
vals of such a multitude of ships ; as tne wind 
was fair and moderate, their labours were not 
unsuccessful, and the troops were safely dis- 
embarked at Mcthone on the Messcnian coast, 
to repose themselves for a while after the fatigues 
of the sea. In this place they experienced how 
avarice, invested with authority, may sport with 
the lives of thousands which are bravely exposed 
for the public service. -According to military 
practice, the bread or biscuit of the Romans 
was twice prepared in the oven, and a diminu- 
tion of one-fourth was cheerfully allowed for the 
loss of weight. To gain this miserable profit, 
and to save the expence of wood, the prefect 
John of Cappadocia had given orders, that the 
flour should be slightly baked by the same fire 
which warmed the baths of Constantinople; and 
when the sacks ' were opened, a soft and mouldy 
paste was distributed to the army. Such unwhole- 
some food, assisted by the heat of the climate 

13 Or ever, in three days, since they anchored the first evening in 
the neighbouring isle of Tenedos: the second day they sailed to 
Lesbos, the third to the promontory of Euboea, and on the fourth 
they reached Argos (Homer, Odyss. r. 130 — 183. Wood's Essay 
• on Homer, p. 40 — 46.). A pirate sailed from the Hellespont to the 
seaport of Sparta in three days (Xenophon, Hellen. 1. m e. 1.)* 
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and season, soon produced an epidemical disease, 
which swept away five hundred soldiers. Their 
health was restored by the diligence of Belisarius, 
who provided fresh bread at Methone, and boldly 
expressed his just' and humane indignation : the 
emperor heard his complaint; the general was 
praised ; but the minister was not punished. From 
the port of Methone, the pilots steered along the 
western coast of Peloponnesus, as far as the isle of 
Zacynthus, or Zant, before they undertook the 
voyage (in their eyes a most arduous voyage) of one 
hundred leagues over the Ionian sea. As the fleet 
was surprised by a calm, sixteen days were con- 
sumed in the slow navigation ; and even the gene- 
ral would have suffered the intolerable hardship of 
thirst, if the ingenuity of Antonina had not pre- 
served the water in glafs bottles, which she buried 
deep in the sand in a part of the ship impervious 
to the rays of the sun. At length the harbour of 
Caucana 13 , on the southern side of Sicily, afforded 
a secure and hospitable shelter. • The Gothic 
officers who governed the island in the name of 
the daughter and grandson of Theodoric obeyed 
their imprudent orders, to receive, the troops of 
Justinian like friends and allies : provisions were 
liberally supplied, the cavalry was remounted 14 , 
and Procopius soon returned from Syracuse with 


13 Caucana, near Camarina, is at least 50 miles (350 or 400 sta- 
dia) from Syracuse (Cluver. Sicilia An tiqua, p. 191 .). 

J4 Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c. 3 . Tibi tollit hinnituin upta qua- 
drigis equa, in the Sicilian pastures of Grosphus (llorat. Carm. ii. 
lf>.). Acragas * . . . magnaniniftm quondam generator eqnorum 
(Virg. iEnekh ifi. 704.). Thcro’s horses, whose \ictories are im- 
mortalized by Pindar, were bred in this country. 
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correct information of the state and designs of the chap. 
Vandals. His intelligence determined Belisarius 
to 'hasten his operations, and his wise impatience 
was seconded by the winds. The fleet lost sight 
of Sicily, passed before the isle of Malta, disco- 
vered the capes of Africa, ran along the coast with 
a strong gale from the north-east, and finally cast 
anchor at the promontory of Caput Vada, about 
five days journey to the south of Carthage ,J . 

If Gclimcr had been informed of the approach He I ha riu * 
of the enemy, he must have delayed the conquest 
of Sardinia, for the immediate defence of his per- 1,r A £ it:a 

1 Scp- 

son and kingdom, A detachment of five thou- tcmbcr- 
sand soldiers, and one hundred and twenty gallics, 
would have joined the remaining forces of the 
Vandals ; and the descendant of Genseric might 
have surprised and oppressed a fleet of deep-laden 
transports incapable of action, and of light bri- 
gan tines that seemed only qualified for flight. Be- 
lisarius had secretly trembled when he overheard 
his soldiers, in the passage, emboldening each' 
other to confess their apprehensions : if they 
were once on shore, they hoped to maintain the 
' honour of their arms; but if they should be 
attacked at sea, they did not blush to acknowledge 
that they wanted courage to contend at the same 
time with thewinds, the waves, and the Barbarians 1 ® 

15 The Caput Vada of Procopius (where Justinian afterwards 
founded a city — de Edific. 1. vi. c. 6.) is the promontory of Ammon, 
in Straho, the Hrachodes of Ptolemy, the Cupaudia of the mo- 
derns, a long narrow slip that runs into the sea (Shaw’s Travels, 
p. 111.). 

Jti A centurion of Mark Antony expressed, though in a more 
• manly strain, the same dislike to the sea and to naval combats {Plu- 
tarch in Antonio, p. 1730. edit. Hen. Steph.) 
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chap. The knowledge of their sentiments decided Beli- 
sarius to seize the first opportunity of landing them . 
on the coast of Africa ; and he prudently rejected, 
in a council of war, the proposal of sailing with the. 
fleet and army into' the port of Carthage. Three 
months after their departure from Constantinople, 
the men and horses, the arms and military stores^ 
were safely disembarked, and five soldiers were left 
as a guard on board each of the ships, which 
were disposed in the form of a semicircle. The 
remainder of the troops occupied a camp on the , 
sea-shore, which they fortified, according to ancient 
discipline, with a ditch and rampart ; and the dis- 
covery of a source of fresh water, while it allayed 
the thirst, excited the superstitious confidence, of 
the Romans. The next morning, some of the 
neighbouring gardens were pillaged ; and Belisa- 
rius, after chastising the offenders, embraced the 
• slight occasion, but the decisive moment, of incul- 
cating the maxims of justice, moderation, and ge- 
nuine policy. “ When I first accepted the com- 
“ mission of subduing Africa, I depended much 
“ less,” said the general, “ on the numbers, or even 
“ the bravery, of my troops, than upon the friendly ’ 
“ disposition of the natives, and . their immortal 
“ hatred to the Vandals. You alone can deprive 
“ me of this hope : if you continue to extort by 
“ rapine what might be ‘ purchased for a little 
“ money, such acts of violence will reconcile 
“ these implacable enemies, and unite them in a 
“just and holy league against the invaders of 
“ their country.” These exhortations were en- 
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forced by a rigid discipline, of which the soldiers 
themselves soon felt and praised the salutary ef- 
fects. The inhabitants, instead of deserting their 
houses, or hiding their corn, supplied the Homans 
with a fair and liberal market :• the civil officers of 
the province continued to exercise their functions 
in the name of Justinian ; and the clergy, from 
motives of conscience and interest, assiduously 
laboured to promote the cause of a Catholic em- 
peror. The small town of SuUcctc 17 , one daji’s 
journey from the camp, had the honour of being 
foremost to open her gates, and to resume her 
ancient allegiance : the larger cities of Leptis and 
Adrumetum imitated the example of loyalty as 
soon as Belisarius appeared ; and he advanced 
without opposition as far as Grasse, a palace of 
the Vandal kings, at the distance of fifty miles 
from Carthage. The weary Romans indulged 
themselves in the refreshment of shady groves, 
cool fountains, and delicious fruits ; aud the pre- 
ference which Procopius allows to these gardens 
over any that he had seen, either in the East or 
West, may be ascribed either to the taste or the 
fatigue of the historian. In three generations, 
prosperity and a warm climate had dissolved the 
hardy virtue of the Vandals, who insensibly be- 
came the most luxurious of mankind. In their 
villas and gardens, which might deserve the Per- 


1 7 Sullccte is perhaps the Turris Manmbalis, an old building;, 
now as large as the Tower of London. The march of Belisarius 
to Leptis, Adrumetum, fcc. is illustrated by the campaign of Ca?sar 
(Hirtius, de Bello Africano, with the Analyse of Guichardt) 
Shaw’s Travels (p. 105 — 113.) in the same country. 


) 
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CHAP, sian name of paradise 18 , they enjoyed a cool and 
elegant repose and, after the daily use of the 
hath, the Barbarians were seated at a table pro- 
fusely spread with the delicacies of the laud and 
sea. Their silken robes, loosely flowing after the 
fashion of the Medes, were embroidered with gold : 
love and hunting were the labours of their life, and 
their vacant hours were amused by pantomimes, 
chariot-races, and the music and dances of the 


Defeats 
the Van- 
da Is in a 
first battle. 


theatre. 

In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigilance 
of Belisarius was constantly awake and active 
against his unseen enemies, by whom in every 
place, and at every hour, he might be suddenly 
attacked. An officer of confidence and merit, 
John the Armenian, led the vanguard of three 
hundred horse ; six hundred Massagetae covered 
at a certain distance the left flank ; and the whole 
fleet, steering along the coast, seldom lost sight of 
the army, which moved each day about twelve 
miles, and lodged in the evening in strong camps, 
or in friendly towns. The near approach of the 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gclimcr 
with anxiety and terror. He prudently wished 
to protract the war till his brother, with his veteran 
troops, should return from the conquest of Sar- 
dinia; and he now lamented the rash policy of 


his ancestors, who, by destroying the fortifications 


18 Tloiga$tio-oe xaKXiftc oht&vtwv tut tapit. The paradises, a 

name and fashion adopted from Persia, may be represented by the 
royal garden of Ispahan (Voyage d’Olearius, p. 774.). See, in 
the Greek romances, their most perfect model (Longns, Pastoral. 
]. iv. p. 99.-^101. Achilles Tatios, 1. i. p. 22, 23.). 
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of Africa, had left him only the dangerous re- rH A[1 
source of risking a battle in the neighbourhood Xi.1. 
of’ his capital. The Vandal conquerors, from 
their original number of -fifty thousand, , were 
multiplied, without including- their women and 
children, to one hundred and sixty thousand 
fighting men : and such forces, animated with 
valour and union, might have crushed, at their 
first landing, the feeble and exhausted bands of 
the Roman general. But the friends of the cap- 
tive king were more inclined to accept the invi- 
tations, than to resist the progress, of Belisarius ; 
and many a proud Barbarian disguised his aver- 
sion to war under the more specious name of his 
hatred to the usurper. Yet the authority and 
promises of Gclimer collected a formidable army, 
and his plans were concerted with some degree 
of military skill. An order was dispatched to 
his brother Ammatas, to collect all the forces of 
Carthage, and to encounter the van of the Ro- 
man army at the distance of ten miles from the 
city : his nephew Gibamund, with two thousand 
horse, was destined to attack their left, when the 
-monarch himself, who silently followed, should 
charge their rear, in a situation which excluded 
them from the aid or even the view of their fleet. 

But the rashness of Ammatas was fatal to himself 
and his country. He anticipated the hour of at- 
tack,. outstripped his tardy followers, and was 
pierced with a mortal wound, after he had slain 
with his own hand twelve of his boldest antagonists. 

His Vandals fled to Carthage ; the highway, 

* almost ten miles, was strewed with dead bodies ; 
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and it seemed incredible that such multitudes could 
be slaughtered by the swords of three hundred Ro- 
mans. The nephew of Gelimcr was defeated after 
a slight combat by the six hundred Massagctae : 
they did not equal the third part of his numbers ; 
but each Scythian was fired by the example of his 
chief, who gloriously exercised the privilege of his 
family, by riding foremost and alone to shoot the- 
first arrow against the enemy. In the mean while, 
Gelimcr himself, ignorant of the event, and mis- 
guided by the windings of the hills, inadvertently 
passed the Roman army, and reached the scene of 
action where Ammatas had fallen. He wept the 
fate of his brother and of Carthage, charged with 
irresistible fury the advancing squadrons, and 
might have pursued, and perhaps decided the 
victory, if he had not wasted those inestimable 
moments in the discharge of a vain, though 
pious, duty to the dead. While his spirit was 
broken by this mournful office, he heard the 
trumpet of Delisarius, who, in leaving Antonina 
and his infantry in the camp, pressed,, forwards 
with his guards and the remainder of the cavalry 
to rally his flying troops, and to restore the for- 
tune of the day. Much room could not be found 
in this disorderly battle for the talents of a ge- 
neral ; but the king fled before the hero ; and the 
Vandals, accustomed only to a Moorish enemy, 
.were incapable of .withstanding the arms and dis- 
cipline of the Romans. Gelimcr retired with 
hasty steps towards the desert of Numidia ; but 
he had soon the consolation of learning that his 
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private orders for the execution of Hilderic and CHAP, 
his captive friends had been faithfully obeyed. 

The tyrant’s revenge was useful only to his 
enemies. The death of a lawful prince excited 
the compassion of his people ; his life might have 
perplexed the victorious Romans; and the lieu- 
tenant of Justinian, by a crime of which he was 
innocent, was relieved from the painful alterna- 
tive of forfeiting his honour or relinquishing his 
conquests. 

As soon as the tumult had subsided, the several Reduction 
parts of the army informed' each other of the thage, 
accidents of the day ; and Belisarius* pitched his g^'^ 33 ' 
camp on the field of victory, to which the tenth 
mile-stone from Carthage had applied the Fatin' 
appellation of decimus. From a wise suspicion of 
the Stratagems and resources of the Vandals, he ‘ 
marched the next day in order of battle, halted . 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and. 
allowed a night of repose, that he might not, in 
darkness and disorder, expose the city to the li- 
cence of tjie soldiers, or the soldiers themselves to 
the secret ambush of the city. Blit as the fears 
of Belisarius were the result of calm and intrepid 
reason, he was soon satisfied that he might con- 
fide, without danger, in the peaceful and friendly 
aspect of the capital. Carthage blazed with in- 
numerable torches, the signals of the public joy ; 
the chain was removed that guarded the entrance • 
of the port; the gates were thrown open, and 
the people, with acclamation^ of gratitude, hailed 
and invited their Roman deliverers. The defeat 
of the Vandals, and the freedom of Africa,- were 

vol. vn. 
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announced to the city on the eve of St. Cyprian, 
when the churches were already adorned and illu- 
minated for the festival of the martyr, whom three 
centuries of superstition had almost raised to a 
local deity. The Arians, conscious that their 
reign had expired, resigned the temple to the 
Catholics, who rescued their saint from profane 
hands, performed the holy rites, and loudly pro- 
claimed the creed of Athanasius and Justinian. 
One awful hour reversed the fortunes of the con- 
tending parties. The suppliant Vandals, who had 
so lately indulged the vices of conquerors, sought 
an humble cefugc in the sanctuary of the church ; 
while the merchants of the East were delivered 
from the deepest dungeon of the palace by their 
affrighted keeper, who implored the protection 
of his captives, and shewed them, through an 
aperture in the wall, the sails of the Roman fleet. 
. After their separation from the army, the naval 
commanders had proceeded with slow caution 
along the coast, till they reached the Hcrmaean 
promontory, and obtained the first intelligence 
of the victory of Bclisarius. Faithful to his in- 
structions, they would have cast anchor about 
twenty miles from Carthage, if the more skilful 
seamen had not represented the perils of the 
shore, and the signs of an impending tempest. 
Still ignorant of the revolution, they declined, 
however, the rash attempt of forcing the chain 
of the port; and the adjacent harbour and 
suburb of Mandracium were insulted only by the 
rapine of a private officer who disobeyed and de- 
serted his leaders. But the Imperial fleet, ad- 
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vancing with a fair wind, steered through the 
narrow entrance of the Goletta, and occupied 
in the deep and capacious lake of Tunis a secure 
station about five miles from the capital^. No 
sooner was Belisarius informed ' of their arrival, 
than he dispatched orders that the greatest part 
of the mariners should he immediately landed 
to join the triumph, and to swell the apparent 
numbers of the Romans. Before he allowed 
them to enter the gates of Carthage, lie exhorted 
them, in a discourse worthy of himself and the 
occasion, not to disgrace the glory of their arms : 
and to remember that the Vandals had been the 
tyrants, but that they were the deliverers of the 
Africans, who must now be respected as the vo- 
luntary and affectionate subjects of their common 
sovereign. The Romans inarched through the 
streets in close ranks, prepared for battle if an 
enemy had appeared ; the strict order maintained 
by the general imprinted on their minds the 
duty of obedience ; and in an age in which custom 
and impunity almost sanctified the abuse of con- 
quest, the genius of one man repressed the pas- 
sions of a victorious army. The voice of menace 
and complaint was silent ; the trade of Carthage ' 
was not interrupted; while Africa changed her 


J 9The neighbourhood of Carthage, the sea, the land, and the 
rivers, are changed almost as much as vihe works of man. The 
isthmus, or neck, of the city is now confounded with the conti- 
nent ; the harbour is a dry plain ; and the lakej or stagmim, no 
more than a moras3, with six or seven feet water in the mid-chan* 
ncl. Sec D’Anville (Gcographie Andenne, tom. iii. p. 82.), Shaw 
(Travels, p. 77 — 84.), Marmol (Description de PAfrique, tonn ii. 
p;4fi5.), and Thuatuis (lviii. \2. tom. iii. p. 334.). . ir 
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master and her government, the shops continued 
open and busy ; and . the soldiers, after sufficient 
guards had been posted, modestly departed to the 
houses which were allotted for their reception. 
Belisarius fixed his residence in the palace ; seated 
himself on the throne of Genseric; accepted and 
distributed the Barbaric spoil ; granted their 
lives to the suppliant Vandals; and laboured to 
repair the damage which the suburb of Mandra- 
cium had sustained in the preceding night. At 
supper he entertained his principal officers with 
the form and magnificence of a royal banquet"' 1 . 
The victor was respectfully served by the captive 
officers of the household ; and in the moments of 
festivity, when the impartial spectators applauded 
the fortune and merit of Belisarius, his envious 
flatterers secretly shed their venom on every word 
and gesture which might alarm the suspicions of 
a jealous monarch. One day was given to these 
pompou^ scenes, which may not be despised as 
useless, if they attracted the popular veneration ; 
but the active mind of Belisarius, which in the 
pride of victory could suppose a defeat, had al- 
ready resolved, that the Roman empire in Africa 
should not depend on the chance of arms, or the 
favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 
thage had alone been exempted from the general 
proscription ; but in the reign of ninety-five years 
they were suffered to decay by the thoughtless 

20 From Delphi, the name of Delphicum wa§ given, both in 
GreeJc and Latin, to a tripod : and, by an easy analogy, the same 
appellation was extended at Rome, Constantinople, and Carthage, 
to the royal banqueting room (Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. 21. Dy- 
cange, Gloss? Grsec. p* 277- Ac^fixov, ad Alexiad. p. 4 KM 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE! 


181 


and indolent Vandals. A wiser conqueror re- CHAP, 
.stored with incredible dispatch the walls and 
ditches of the city. His liberality encouraged 
the workmen ; the soldiers, the mariners, and the 
citizens, vied with each other in the salutary 
labour ; and Gelimer, who had feared to trust his 
person in an open town, beheld with astonishment 
and despair the rising strength of an impregnable 
fortress. t 

That unfortunate monarch, after the loss of his V inal fl *- 
capital, applied himself to collect the remains of ceiimer 
an army scattered, rather than destroyed, by the “fmiais 
preceding battle; and the hopes of pillage at- A. D. 533. 
tracted some Moorish bands to the standard of b e ^ e ’ n ' 
Gelimer. He encamped in the fields of Bulla, 
four days journey from Carthage; insulted the 
capital, which he deprived of the use of an aque- 
duct; proposed an high reward for the head of 
every Roman ; affected to spare the persons and • 
property of his African subjects, and secretly ne- 
gotiated with the Arian sectaries and the con- 
federate Huns. Under these circumstances, the 
conquest of Sardinia served only to aggravate his 
distress : he reflected with the deepest anguish, 
that he had wasted, in that useless enterprise, five 
thousand of his bravest troops ; and he read, with 
grief and shame, the victorious letters of his 
brother Zano, who expressed a sanguine confidence 
that the king,, after the ’.example of their an- 
cestors, had already. chastised the rashness of the 
Roman invader. “ Alas ! my brother,” replied 
Gelimer, “ Heaven has declared against our un- 
*! happy nation. While you Have, subdued Sar 
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“ dinia, we have lost Africa. No sooner did 
“ Belisarius appear with a handful of soldiers, 
“ than courage and prosperity deserted the cause 
“ of the Vandals. , Your nephew Gibamund, your 
“ brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to death 
“ by the cowardice of their followers. Our horses, 
“ our ships, Carthage itself, and all Africa, are in 
“ the power of the enemy. Yet the Vandals still 
“ prefer an ignominious repoie, at the expence of 
their wives and children, their wealth and liberty. 
“ Nothing now remains, except the field of Sulla, 
“ and the hope of your valour. Abandon Sar- 
** dinia; fly to our relief; restore our empire, or 
“perish by our side.” On the receipt of this 
epistle, Zano imparted his grief to the principal 
Vandals; but the intelligence was prudently con- 
cealed from the natives of the island. The troops 
embarked in one hundred and twenty gallies at 
, the port of Cagliari, cast anchor the third day on 
the confines of Mauritania, and hastily pursued 
their march to join the royal standard in the 
camp of Bulla. Mournful was the interview : the 
two brothers embraced ; they wept in silence ; no 
questions were asked of the Sardinian victory ; no 
inquiries were made of the African misfortunes : 
they saw before their eyes the whole extent of 
their calamities; and the absence of their wives 
and. children afforded a melancholy proof, that 
either death or captivity had been their lot. The 
languid spirit of the Vandals was at length 
awakened and united by the entreaties of their 
king, the example of Zano, and the instant danger 
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which threatened their monarchy and religion, chap. 
The military strength of the nation advanced to \^ LI 
battle; and such was the rapid increase, that, 
before their army reached Tricameron, about 
twenty miles from Carthage, -they might boast, 
perhaps with some exaggeration, that they sur- 
passed, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive 
powers of the Homans. But these powers were 
under the command of Belisarius ; and, as he was 
conscious of their superior merit, he permitted the 
Barbarians to surprise him at an unseasonable 
hour. The Homans were instantly underarms: 
a rivulet covered their front ; the cavalry formed 
the first line, which Belisarius supported in the 
centre, at the head of five hundred guards ; the 
infantry, at some distance, was posted in the second 
line; and the vigilance of the general watched 
the separate station and ambiguous faith of the 
Massage taj, who secretly reserved their aid for the. 
conquerors. The historian has inserted, and the 
reader may easily supply, the speeches " 1 of the 
commanders, who, by arguments the most apposite 
to their situation, inculcated the importance of 
'victory, and the contempt of life. Zano, with the 
troops which had followed him to the conquest of 
Sardinia, was placed in the centre ; and the throne 
of Genseric might have stood, if the multitude of 
Vandals had imitated their intrepid resolution. 

Casting away their .lances and missile weapons, 

* l Hie^e orations always express the sense of the limps, and some- 
times of the actors. I have condensed that sense, and thrown away 
declamation. .. ( 
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CHAP, they drew their swords, and expected the charge : 
the Roman cavalry thrice passed the rivulet;. 
th$y were thrice repulsed ; and the conflict . was 
firmly maintained, till Zano fell, and the standard 
of Belisarius was* displayed: Gelimer retreated 
to his camp ; the Huns joined the pursuit ; and 
the victors despoiled the bodies of the slain. Yet 
no more than fifty Romans, and eight hundred 
Vandals, were found on the field of battle ; so 
inconsiderable was the caniage of a day, which 
extinguished a nation, and transferred the empire 
of Africa. In the evefiing, Belisarius led his in- 
fantry to the attack of the camp ; and the pusil- 
lanimous flight of Gelimer exposed the vanity of 
his recent declarations, that, to the vanquished, 
death was a relief, life a burthen, and infamy the 
only object of terror. His departure was secret; 
but as soon as the Vandals discovered that their 
king had deserted them, they hastily dispersed, 
anxious only for their personal safety, and careless 
of every object that is dear or valuable to man- 
kind. The Romans entered the camp without 
resistance ; and the wildest scenes of disorder were 
veiled in the darkness and confusion of the night.' 
Every Barbarian who met their swords was in- 
humanly massacred ; their widows and daughters, 
as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were em- 
braced by the licentious soldiers ; and avarice 
itself was almost satiated with the treasures of 
gold and silver, the accumulated fruits of conquest 
or ccconomy in a long period of prosperity and 
peace. In this frantic search, the troops even of 
* Belisarius forgot their caution and respect. In- 
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toxieatcd with lust aiid^rapiue, they explored in chap. 
small parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the 
wo'ods, the rocks, and the caverns, that might 
possibly conceal any desirable prize : laden with 
booty, they deserted their ranks, and wandered, 
without a guide, on' the high road to Carthage ; 
and if the flying enemies had dared to return, 
very few of the conquerors would have escaped. 

Deeply sensible of the disgrace and drnger, Beli- 
sarius passed an apprehensive night on the field of 
victory ; at the dawn of, day, he planted his 
standard on a hill, recalled his guards and ve- 
terans, and gradually restored the modesty and 
obedience of the camp. It was equally the con- 
cern of the Roman general to subdue the hostile, 
and to save the prostrate Barbarian : and the sup- 
pliant Vandals, who could be found only in 
churches, were protected by his authority, dis- 
armed, and separately confined, that they might 
neither disturb the public peace, nor become the 
victims of popular revenge. After dispatching a 
light detachment to tread the footsteps of Geli- 
mer, he advanced with his whole army, about . 
ten days march, as far as Hippo llegius, which 
ao .longer possessed the relics of St. Augustin''. 

~-The relics of St. Augustin were carried by the African bishops 
o their Sardinian exile (A. D. 500.); and it was believed in the viiith 
:entury, that Liutprand, king of -the Lombards, transported them 
A. D. 721.) from Sardinia to Pavia, In the year lt>95> the Augus- 
an friars of that city founji a brick arch, marble coffin, silver case, 
ilk wrapper, bones, blood, &c. and pertiaps an inscription of Ag<»s- 
ino in Gothic letters. But this useful discovery has been disputed 
y reason and jealousy (Baronius, Annal. A. D. 725. N 0 . 2—9, 

'illcinont, Mem. Eccles. tom- xiii. p- 9^4- Moritfaucon, Diariurn 
.ital. p. 20 — JO. Muratori, Antiq. Jtal.Medii iEvi, tom. v. dissert 
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The season, and the cerffcn intelligence that, the 
Vandal had fled to the inaccessible country of the 
Moors, determined Belisarius to relinquish the 
vain pursuit, and to fix his winter-quarters at 
Carthage. From thence he dispatched his prin- 
cipal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, that in 
the space of three months he had atchieved the 
conquest of Africa, -i 

Belisarius spoke the language of jtruth. The 
surviving Vandals yielded, without resistance, 
their arms and their freedom : the neighbourhood 
of Carthage submitted to, his presence ; and the 
more distant provinces were successively subdued 
by the report of his victory. Tripoli was con- 
firmed in her voluntary allegiance ; Sardinia and 
Corsica surrendered to an officer, who carried, 
instead of a sword, the head of the valiant Zano ; 
and the isles of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica,,. 
consented to remain an humble appendage of the 
African kingdom. Caesarea, a royal city, which 
in , looser geography may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was situate thirty days march 
to the westward of Carthage : by land, the road 
was infested by the Moors ; but the sea was open, 
and the Homans were now masters of the sea. 
An active and discreet tribune sailed as far as the 
Streights, where he occupied Septem or Ceuta **, 

lviiu p. 9* who had eotnposed a separate treatise before the decree 
of the bishop of Pavia, and pope Benedict XIII.). 

’ 23 Ta rijf voter tint '•gotyu*, is the expression of Procopius (de 
Edific. 1. vi. c. 70* Ceuta, which has been defaced by the Portu- 
guese, flourished in nobles and palaces, in ; agriculture and manu- 
factures, under the more prosperous reigii of ther Arabs (I’Afriquc . 

de Marmol, tom. ii. p. 236.). 
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which rises opposite to Gibraltar- On the African 
coast : that remote place was afterwards adorned 
and fortified by Justinian; and he seems to have 
indulged the vain ambition of extending his em- 
pire to . the columns of Hercules. He received 
the messengers' of victory at the time when he 
was preparing to publish the pandects of the 
Roman law ; and the devout or jealous emperor 
celebrated the divine goodness, and confessed, in 
silence, the merit of his successful general'*. Im- 
patient to abolish the .temporal and spiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded, without 
delay, to the full establishment of the Catholic 
chtirch. Her jurisdiction, wealth, and immu- 
nities, perhaps the most essential part of epis- 
copal religion, were restored and amplified with a 
liberal hand ; the Arian worship was suppressed ; 
the JDonatist meetings were proscribed^ 5 ; and” 
the synod of CaHhage, by the voice of two hun- 
dred and seventeen bishops'®, applauded the? just 
measure of pious retaliation. On such an oc- 
casion, it may not be presumed, that many 
orthodox prelates were absent ; but the compara- 
tive smallness of their number, which in ancient 

24 See the second and third preambles to the Digest, or Pandects, 
promulgated A. D.' 533, December 1 6 . . To the titles of P r andalicus 
and Justinian, or father Bclisarius, had acquired a just 

claim : Gothicus * wasi premature, and Frandcus false, and offensive 
to a great nation.^ 1 

“5 See the original ; ac&s in Baronius ( A . D. 535, N°. 21— 54.). 
The emperor applauds his own clemency to the heretics, cum sujffi- 
ciat eis vivere. * - / • . * 

26 Dupin (Geograph. Sacra Africana, p.lix. ad Optat. Milcv.) ob- 
serves and bewarfcthis episcopal decay. In the more prosperous age of 
the church, he had noticed 690 bishoprics ; buthowever minute were 
the dioceses, it is not probable that they all existed at the same time. 
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chap, councils had been twice or eventhrice multiplied, 
most clearly indicates the declay both of the church 
and state. While Justinian approved himself the 
defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope, that his victorious lieutenant would speedily 
enlarge the narrow limits of his dominion to the 
space which they occupied before the invasion 
of the Moors and Vandals ; and Belisarius was 
instructed to establish five dukes or commanders 
in the convenient stations of Tripoli, Leptis, 
Cirta, Caesarea, and Sardinia, and to compute 
the military force of palatines or borderers that 
might be sufficient for the defence of Africa. 
The kingdom of the Vandals was not unworthy 
of the presence of a Praetorian praefect ; and four 
consulars, three presidents, were appointed to ad- 
minister the seven provinces under his civil juris- 
'diction. • The number of their subordinate officers, 
clerks, messengers, or assistants, ’Ivas minutely ex- 
pressed; three hundred and ninety-six for the 
praefect himself, fifty for each of his vicegerents ; 
and the rigid definition of their fees and salaries 
Was more effectual to confirm the right* than to 
prevent the abuse. These magistrates might be 
oppressive, but they were not idle : and the subtile 
questions of justice and revenue were infinitely 
propagated under the new government, which 
professed to revivq the freedom and equity of the 
Homan republic. : The conqueror was solicitous 
to exact a prompt and plentiful supply from his 
African subjects,;: and he allowed them to claim, 
even in the third degree, and from the collateral 
line, the houses and lands of which their families , 
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had been unjustly despoiled by the Vandals, char 
A fter the departure of Belisarius, who acted by 
an "high and special commission, no ordinary pro- 
vision was made for a master-general of the forces ; 
but the office of Praetorian prefect was intrusted 
to a soldier; the civil arid military powers were 
united, according to the practice of Justinian, in 
the chief governor ; and the representative of the 
emperor in Africa, as well as in Italy, was soon 
distinguished by the appellation of Exarch ' 7 . 

Yet the conquest of Africa was imperfect, till Distress 
her former sovereign was delivered, cither alive 
or dead, into the hands of the Romans. Doubt- 
ful of the event, Gelimer had given Secret orders —the 
that a part of his treasure should be transported S|)ni ‘ s ' 
to Spain, where he hoped tt) find a secure refuge 
at the court of the king of the Visigoths. But 
these intentions were disappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable pursuit of his 
enemies, who intercepted his flight from the sea- 
shore, and chased the unfortunate monarch, with 
some faithful, followers, to the inaccessible moun- 
tain of Papua ®, in the inland country of Numidia. 

He was immediately besieged by Pharas, an of- 
ficer whose truth and sobriety were the more ap- 
plauded, as such qualities could seldom be found 
among the Heruli, the most corrupt of the Bar- 

* * 4 1 

2 7 The African laws of Justinian arc illustrated by his German 

biographer (Cod. 1. i. tit. 27* Novell. ,1(5,37* 131- Vit. Justinian, 
p- 349—377*)* ' ' 

Mount Papua b placed by D’Anvillc (tom. iii. p. 92. and 
Tabid. Imp. Rom. Occident.) r iiear Hippo Regius and the sea; yet 
this situation HI agrees with the lone pursuit beyond Hippo, and 
the words of Procopius (1. ii. c. 4.), n rat; N Hjtuha; 
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barian tribes. To his vigilance Belisarius had 
entrusted this important charge ; And, after a bold 
attempt to scale the mountain, in which he lost 
an hundred and ten soldiers, Fharas expected, dur- 
ing a winter siege, the operation of distress and 
famine on the mind of the Vandal king. From 
the softest habits of pleasure, from the unbounded 
command of industry and wealth, he was reduced 
to share the poverty of the Moors *®, supportable 
only to themselves by their ignorance of a happier 
condition. In their rude hovels, of mud and 
hurdles, which confined the smoke and excluded 
the light, they promiscuously slept on the ground, 
perhaps on a sheep-skin, with their wives, their 
children, and their cattle. Sordid and scanty 
were their garments ; the use of bread and wine 
was unknown ; and their oaten or barley-cakes, 
imperfectly baked in the ashes, were devoured 
almost in a crude state by the hungry savages. 
The . health of Gelimer must have sunk under 
these strange and unwonted hardships, from what- 
soever cause they had been endured; but his 
actual misery was embittered by the recollection 
of past greatness, the daily insolence of his pro- 
tectors, and. the just apprehension, that the light 
and venal Moors might be tempted to betray, the 
rights of hospitality. The: knowledge of Ms 
situation dictated the humane ^nd friendly episde 

1 /a. 

Shaw (Travels, p. 220.)' moat accurately represents the man- 
ners of the Bedoweens itnjd Kahyl^, the last of vvbonj, by^their 
language, are the remnaitt of the jioors : yel how changed— how 
civilized arc these moilferp savages !— provisions ire plenty among 
Uiein, and brfcad id common. ; \ * 
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ofPharas. “ Like yourself,” said the chief of the char 

J Y I I 

Heruli, “ I am an illiterate Barbarian, but I . J* 

“ speak the language of plain sense and an 
“ honest heart. Why will you persist in hopc- 
“ less obstinacy ? Why will you ruin yourself, 

“ your family, and nation ? The love of freedom 
“ and abhorrence of slavery ? Alas ! my dearest 
“ Gelimer, are you not already the worst of slaves* 

“ the slave of the vile nation of the Moors ? 

“ Would it not be preferable to sustain at Con- 
“ stantinoplc a life of poverty and servitude, 

“ rather than to reign the undoubted monarch 
“ of the mountain of Papua ? Do you think it 
“ a disgrace to be the subject of Justinian ? 

“ Belisarius is his subject ; and we ourselves, 

“ whose birth is not inferior to your own, are 
“ not ashamed of our obedience to the Homan 
“ emperor. That generous prince will grant you 
“ a rich inheritance of lands, a place in the se-. 

“ nate, and the dignity of patrician : such are 
“ his gracious intentions, and you may depend 
“ with full assurance on the word of Belisarius. 

“ So long as heaven has condemned us to suffer, 

“ patience is a virtue ; but if we reject the prof- 
“ fered deliverance, it degenerates into blind 
“ and stupid despair.” “ I am not insen si- 
“ ble,” replied the king of the Vandals, “ how 
“ kind and rational is your advice. But I can- 
“ not persuade myself to become the slave of an 
“ unjust enemy, who has deserved my impla- 
“ cable hatred. Him I had never injured either 
“ by word or deed : yet he has sent against me, 

“ I know not from whence, a certain Belisarius, 
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CHAP. “ who has cast me headlong from the throne 
“ ihto this abyss of misery. Justinian is a man; 
“ he is a prince ; does he not . dread for himself 
“ a similar reverse of fortune ? I can write no 
“ more : my grief oppresses me. Send me, I 
“ beseech you, . my dear Pharas, send me, a 
“ lyre ' 10 , a spunge, and a loaf of bread.” From 
the Vandal messenger, Pharas was informed of 
the motives of this singular request. It was long 
since the king of Africa had tasted bread; a 
defluxion had fallen on his eyes, the effect of 
fatigue or incessant weeping ; and he wished to 
solace the melancholy hours, by singing to the 
lyre the sad story of his own misfortunes. The 
humanity of Pharas was moved ; he' 6ent the 
three extraordinary gifts ; but even his humanity 
prompted him to redouble the vigilance of his 
guard, that he might sooner compel his prisoner 
to embrace a resolution advantageous to the Ro- 
mans, but salutary to himself. The obstinacy of 
Gehmer at length yielded to reason and necessity ; 
the solemn assurances of safety and honourable 
treatment were ratified in the emperor’s, name, 
by the ambassador of Belisarius ; and the king of ' 
the Vandals descended from the mountain. The 
first public interview was in one of the suburbs of 
Carthage; and when the royal captive accosted' 
his conqueror, he burst into a fit of laughter. The 
crowd might naturally believe, that extreme grief 

10 % Procopius it is styled a lyre ; perhaps harp would have 
been more national. The instrument;, of music are thus dis- 
tinguished by Yenantiu* Fortunate ; 

Komaitusque lurd tibi plaudal, Barhams harpft 
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■ had deprived Gelimer of his senses ; but in this chap. 
mournful state, uuscasonable mirth insinuated to 
more intelligent observers, that the vain and tran- 
sitory scenes of human greatness are unworthy of 
a serious thought 31 . 

Their contempt was soon justified by a new Return 
example of a vulgar truth ; that flattery adheres umph of 
to power, and envy to superior merit. The chiefs 
of the Roman army presumed to think them- Autumn. 
• selves the rivals of an hero. Their private dis- 
patches maliciously affirmed, that the conqueror 
of Africa, strong in his reputation and the public 
love, conspired to seat himself on the throne of 
the Vandals. Justinian listened with too patient 
an ear ; and his silence was the result of jealousy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter- 
native, of remaining in the province, or of re- 
turning to the capital, was indeed submitted to the 
discretion of Belisarius ; but he wisely concluded, 
from intercepted letters, and the knowledge of his 
sovereign’s temper, that he. must either resign his 
head, erect his standard, or confound his enemies 
by his presence and submission. Innocence and 
courage decided his choice : his guards, captives, 
and treasures, were diligently embarked ; and so 
prosperous was the navigation, that ,his arrival at 
Constantinople preceded any certain account of • 
his. departure from the port of Carthage. Such 

3 * Herodotus ejegantly described the strange effects of grief in 
another royal captive, Psammetichus of Egypt, who wept at the 
lesser and was siiehtat the greatest of hip calamities (1- 14.)- In 

the interview of Paulus iEmilius and Ferres* Belisarius might study ' 
his part : but it is probable that he *tfc$frrcad either Ei vy or Phxtarcb; ' 
an (l it is certain that his generppSjfdS nut need A tutor* 

vol. vn. o 
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unsuspecting loyalty removed the apprehensions 
of Justinian : envy was silenced and inflamed by 
the public gratitude; and the third Africanus ob- 
tained the honours of a triumph, a ceremony 
which the city of Constantine had never seen, 
and which ancient Home, sinee the reign of Ti- 
berius, had reserved for the auspicious arms of 
the Caesars™. From the palace of Belisarius, the 
procession was conducted through the principal 
streets to the hippodrome; and this memorable 
day seemed to avenge the injuries of Genseric, 
and to expiate the shame of the Romans. The 
wealth of nations was displayed, the trophies of 
martial or effeminate luxury ; rich armour, golden 
thrones, and the chariots of state which had been 
used by the V andal queen ; the massy furniture 
of the royal banquet, the splendour of precious 
stones, the elegant forms of statues and vases, 
the more substantial treasure of gold, and the 
holy vessels of the Jewish temple, which after 
their long peregrination were respectfully depo- 
sited in the Christian church of Jerusalem. A 
long train of the noblest Vandals reluctantly ex- 
posed their lofty stature and manly countenance: 
Gelimer slowly advanced : he was clad in a pur- 
ple robe, and still maintained the majesty of a 
king. * Not a tear escaped from his eyes, not a 
sigh was heard ; but his. pride or piety derived 

\ 

32 After the title of imperator had lost the old military sense, and 
the Roman auspices were abolished by Christianity (see La Bleterk, 
Mem. de P Academic; tom. xxi.p/302— 332/), a triumph might be 
given with less inconsistency to.a private general. ^ 
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some secret consolation from tlie words of Solo- 
mon” which he repeatedly pronounced, vanity ! 
vanity ! all is vanity! Instead of ascending 
a triumphal car drawn by four horses or elephants, 
the modest conqueror marched on foot at the head 
of his brave companions ; his prudence might de- 
cline an honour too conspicuous for a subject ; and 
his magnanimity might justly disdain what had 
been so often sullied by the vilest of tyrants. 

The glorious procession entered the gate of the 
hippodrome ; was saluted by the acclamations of 
the senate and people;. and halted before the 
throne where Justinian and Theodora were seated 
to receive the homage of the captive monarch 
and the victorious hero. They both performed 
the customary adoration; and falling prostrate on 
the ground, respectfully torched the footstool of a 
prince who had not unsheathed his sword, and of 
a prostitute who had danced on the theatre : some • 
gentle violence was used, to bend the stubborn 
spirit of the grandson of Genseric; and however 
trained to servitude, the genius of Belisarius must His sole 
Jjgvc secretly rebelled. He was immediately de- 
dared consul for the ensuing year, and the day of A.D.535. 
his inauguration resembled the pomp of a second anuary 
triumph ; his curule chair was borne aloft on the 


33 If the Ecclesiastes be truly a work of Solomon, and not, like 
Prior’s poem, a pious and moral composition of more recent times, 
in his name, and on the 8uWec£o£ his repentance. The latter is 
the opinion oftheteamed aA&^spinted Grotius (Opp. Theotog. 
tom. i. p. 258.) ; th^Ecclesiastes and Proverbs display 

a larger compass and experience than seem to belong 

either to a Jew or a king. 
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shoulders of captive Vandals; and the spoils of 
war, gold cups, and rich girdles, were profusely 
scattered among the populace. 

But the purest reward of Belisarius Was in the 
faithful execution of a treaty for which his honour 
had been pledged to the king of the Vandals. The 
religious scruples of Gelimer, who adhered to the 
Arlan heresy, were incompatible with the dignity 
of senator or patrician : but he received from the 
emperor an ample estate in the province of Ga- 
latia, where the abdicated monarch retired with 
his family and friends, to a life of peaee, of afflu- 
ence, and perhaps of content 3 *. The daughters of 
Hildcric were entertained with the respectful ten- 
derness due to their age and misfortune ; and Jus- 
tinian and Theodora accepted the honour of edu- 
cating and enriching 'the . female descendants of 
the' great Theodosius. The bravest of the Vandal 
. youth were distributed into live squadrons of ca- 
valry, which adopted the name of their bene- 
factor, and supported in the Persian wars the glory 
of their ancestors. But these rare exceptions, the 
reward of birth or valour, are insufficient to ex- 
plain .the fate of a nation, whose numbers, before a 
short and bloodless war, amounted to more than six 
hundred thousand persons. After the exile of 
their, king and nobles, the servile crowd might pur- 
chase their safety, by abjuring their character, re- 
ligion,, and language; and their degenerate poste- 

1 . . / . 

« In tile Belisaire of M?nnon|^, the Jung, and the conquerorof 
Africa meet, sup, and convLT?e t ^hout recollecting-cscli other. It 
is surely a fault of that romanc^ihat not only the hero, hut all to 
whom he had been so eons picuousfyTt WOWiv appear to have lost' 
their eyes or their memory. ■ * 
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rity would be insensibly mingled with the common 
herd of African subjects. Yet even in the present 
age, and in the heart tff the Moorish tribes, a cu- 
rious traveller has discovered the white complexion 
and long flaxen hair of a northern race ** ; and it 
was formerly believed, that the boldest of the Van- 
dals fled beyond the power, or even the knowledge, 
of the Romans, to enjoy their solitary freedom on 
the shores of the Atlantic ocean 36 . Africa had 
been their empire, it became their prison; nor 
could they entertain an hope, or even a wish, of re- 
turning to the banks of the Elbe, where their bre- 
thren, of a spirit less adventurous, still ‘wandered 
in their native forests. It was impossible for 
cowards to surmount the barriers of unknown seas 
and hostile Barbarians : it was impossible for brave 
men to expose their nakedness and defeat before the 
eyes of their countrymen, to describe the kingdoms 
which they had lost, and to claim a share of the hum- 
ble inheritance, which, in a happier hour, they had 
almost unanimously renounced 97 . In the. country 
between the Elbe and the Oder, several populous 

- 35 *Sliaw, p. 59. Yet, since Procopius (1. ii. c. 13.) speaks of a 
people of mount Atlas,' already distinguished by white bo- 
dies and yellow hair, the phenomenon (which is likewise visible in 
the Andes of Peru, BufFon, tom. iii. p. 604.) may naturally be as- 
cribed to the elevation of the ground and the temperature of the 
air. 

36 The geographer of Ravenna (1. iii. c. xi. p. 129, 130, 131. 
Paris, 1686.) describes the Mauritania Gadilana (opposite to Cadiz), 
ubi gaps Yandalorum, a Belisario dcvicta in Africa, fugit, et nun- 
<]uam comparuit, 

*7 A single voice had protested, and Gcnseric dismissed, without 
a formal answer, the Vatfdals of Germany: but those of Africa 
derided his prudence, and affected to despise the poverty of their 
' forests (Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. 22.). 
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villages of Lusatia are inhabited by the Vandals, 
they still preserve their language, their customs, 
and the purity of their btdod; support with some 
impatience, the Saxon, or Prussian yoke ; and serve 
with secret and voluntary allegiance, the descendant 
of their ancient kings, who in his garb and present 
fortune is confounded with the meanest of his vas- 
sals 38 . The name and situation of this unhappy* 
people might indicate their descent from one com- 
mon stock with the conquerors of Africa. But the 
use of a Sclavoniau dialect more clearly represents 
them as the last remnant of the new colonies, who 
succeeded to the genuine Vandals, already scat- 
tered or destroyed in the age of Procopius 39 . 

. If Bclisarius had been tempted to hesitate in his 
allegiance, he might have urged, even against the 
emperor himself, the indispensable duty of saving 
Africa from -an enemy more barbarous than the 
Vandals. The origin of the Moors is involved 
in darkness: they were ignorant of the use of 
letters ^ Their limits cannot be precisely de- 
fined: a boundless continent was open to the 


38 From the mouth of the great elector (in 1687) Tollius de- 
scribes the secret royalty and rebellious spirit of the Vandals of* 
Brand enburgh, who could muster five or six thousand soldiers who 
had . procured some cannon, &c. (Itinerar. Hungar. p. 42. apud 
Uabos, Hist, de la Monarchic Frangoise, tom. i. p. 182, 183.). 
The veracity, not of the elector, but of Tollius himself, may justly 
be suspected. 

39 Procopius (1. i. c. 22.) was in total darkness — ou$a pini/tv ng evSi 
0 If «/*« ffttfiTflu. Under the reign of Dagobert (A. D. 630.), the 
Sclavonian tribes of the Sorbi and Venedi .already bordered on 

•’Thuringia (Mascou, Hist, of the Germans, xv. 3, 4, 5.). 

40 Sallust represents the Moors as a remnant of the army of He- 
racles (de Bell. Jugurth.c. 21.), and Procopius (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 10.) 
as tiie posterity of the Canameans who fled from the robber Joshua * 
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Libyan shepherds ; the change of seasons and pas- CHAP. 
. tures regulated their motions ; and their rude huts 
and slender furniture were transported with the 
same ease as their arms, their families, and their 
cattle, which consisted of sheep, oxen, and camels 41 . 

During the vigour of the Roman power, they ob- 
served a respectful distance from Carthage and the 
sea-shore; under the feeble reign of the Vandals, 
they invaded the cities of Numidia, occupied the 
sca-coast from Tangier to Caesarea, and pitched 
their camps, with impunity, in the fertile province 
of Byzacium. The formidable strength and art- 
ful conduct of Belisarius secured the neutrality of 
the Moorish princes, whose vanity aspired to re- 
ceive, in the emperor’s name, the ensigns of their 
regal dignity 42 . They were astonished by the ra- 
pid event, and trembled in the presence of their 
conqueror. But his approaching departure soon 
relieved the apprehensions of a savage and super- . 
stitious people ; the number of their wives allowed 
them to disregard the safety* of their infant hos- 
tages; and when the Roman general hoisted sail 
in the port of Carthage, he heard the cries, and al- 
most beheld the flames, of the desolated province. 

(kirns)* quotes two columns, with a Phoenician inscription. 

I believe in the columns— rl doubt the inscription— -and I reject the 
pedigree. 

41 Virgil (Georgic. iii. 33f).) and Pomponius Mela (i. 8.) desciibe 
the wandering life of the African shepherds, similar to that of the 
Arab* and Tartars ; and Shaw (p. 222.) is the best commentator on 
the poet and the geographer. 

42 The customary gifts were a sceptre, a crown or cap, a white 
cloak, a figured tunic and shoes, all adorned with gold and silver, 
nor were these precious metals less acceptable In the rhape of coin 
(Procop. Vandal. X L c. 25.). 
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Yet lie persisted in his resolution ; and leaving only 
a part of liis guards to reinforce the feeble garrisons, 
he entrusted the command of Africa to the euriucli 
Solomon 43 , who proved himself not unworthy to be 
the successor of Belisarius. In the first invasion, 
some detachments, with two officers of merit, were 
surprised and intercepted; but Solomon speedily 
assembled his troops, marched from Carthage into 
the heart of the country, and in two great battles 
destroyed sixty thousand of the Barbarians. The 
Moors depended on their multitude, their swiftness, 
and their inaccessible mountains ; and the aspect 
and smell of their camels are said to have -produced 
some confusion in the Roman cavalry 4 *. But as 
soon as they were commanded to dismount, they 
derided this contemptible obstacle ; as soon as the 
columns ascended the hills, the naked and disorderly 
crowd was dazzled by glittering arms and regular 
evolutions; and the menace of their female prophets 
was repeatedly fulfilled, that the Moors should be 
discomfited by a beardless antagonist. The vic- 
torious eunuch advanced thirteen days journey 


? t 4 ®' See theAfriean government and warfare of Solomon, in Pro-* 
COpius (VaryJaL 1 ii, c, 10, 1 12, 13. IQ, 20.)* He, was recalled, 
arid again restored ; and his last victory dates in the xiiith year of 
JFusimian (A. D. 53g.)* An accident in his childhood had ren- 
dered him an eunuch (1. i. c. 11 .) : the other Roman generals 
were amply furnished with beards, s w«yovo * unw^tyot (L ii. c. 

4 44 This natxiral antipathy of the horse for the camel, is aflttmed 
by the ancients (Xenqphon. Cyropaed. 1. vLp. 438* 1. vii. p. 483. 

edit. Hutchinsort. Polyaen. Stratagem. vii.’6. Plin. Hist. Nat. 
viii. 2 6 . JElian de Natur. Animal. 1. in. c. 70 ; butf is disproved 
by daily experience, and derided by the best Judges, the Orientals 
,( Voyage d’Olearius, p. 5530- * 
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from Carthage, to besiege mount Aurasius tlic 
citadel, and at tlie samg time the garden of Nu- 
midia. That range of hills, a branch of the great 
Atlas, contains, within a circumference of one 
hundred and twenty miles, a rare variety of soil 
and climate; the intermediate vallies and elevated 
plains abound with rich pastures, perpetual streams, 
and fruits of a delicious taste and uncommon mag- 
nitude. This fair solitude is decorated with the 
ruins of Lambcsa, a Homan city, once the seat of 
a legion, and the residence of forty thousand in- 
habitants. The Ionic temple of iEsculapius is en- 
compassed with Moorish huts; and the cattle now 
graze in the midst of au amphitheatre, under the 
shade of Corinthian columns. A sharp perpendi- 
cular rock rises above the level of the mountain, 
where the African princes deposited their wives 
and . treasure ; and a proverb is familiar to the 
Arabs, that the man may eat fire, who dares to 
attack the craggy clifts and inhospitable natives of 
mount Aurasius. This hardy enterprise! was 
twice attempted by the eunuch Solomon: from 
the first, he retreated with some disgrace; and in 
the second, his patience and provisions were al- 
most exhausted ; and he must again have retired, 
if he had not yielded to the impetuous courage of 
his troops, who audaciously sealed, to the astonish- 
ment of the Moors, the mountain, the hostile 
camp, and the summit of the Geminian rock. A 

45 Procopius id the first who describes mount Aurasius (Vandal. 
1. ii. c. <13. De Edific. 1. vi. c. 70* He may be compared with 
Leo African us (dell Africa, parte v. in Rainusio, tom. i. fol. 77- 
■’recto), Marmol (tonu ii. p. 430.), and Shaw (p. 56 —^ 9 .). 
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('HAP. citadel was erected to secure this important con- 
quest, and to remind the Barbarians of their de- 
feat : and as Solomon pursued his march to the 
west, the long-lost , province of Mauritanian Sitifi 
was again annexed to the Roman empire. The 
Moorish war continued several years after the de- 
parture of Belisarius; but the laurels which he 
resigned to a faithful lieutenant, may be justly 
ascribed to his own triumph. 

rf7h* a vi y ^ experience of past faults, which may some- 

agoths. times correct the mature age of an individual, is 
seldom profitable to the successive generations of 
mankind. The nations of antiquity, careless of 
each other’s safety, were separately vanquished 
and enslaved by the Romans. This awful lesson 
might have instructed the Barbarians of the West 
to oppose, with timely counsels and confederate 
arms, the unbounded ambition of Justinian. Yet 
the same error was repeated, the same conse- 
quences were felt, and the Goths, both of Italy 
and Spain, insensible of their approaching danger, 
beheld with indifference, and ' even with joy, the 
rapid downfal of the Vandals. After the failure 
of the royal line, Thcudes, a valiant and power- ' 
ful chief, ascended the throne of Spain, which 
he had formerly administered in the name of 
Thcodorie and his iufant grandson. Under his 
command, the Visigoths besieged the fortress of 
Ceuta on the African coast: but, while they 
spent- the sabbath-day in peace and devotion, the 
' pious security of their camp was invaded by a 
sally from the town; and the king himself, with 
some difficulty and danger, escaped; from the - 
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hands of a sacrilegious enemy 45 . It was not long chap. 
before his pride and resentment were gratified by 
a suppliant embassy from die unfortunate Geli- 
mer, who implored, in his distress, the aid of the 
Spanish monarch. But instead of sacrificing 
these unworthy passions to the dictates of gene- 
rosity and prudence, Theudes amused the am- 
bassadors, till he was secretly informed of the 
loss of Carthage, and then dismissed them with 
obscure and contemptuous advice, to seek in their 
native country a true knowledge of the state of 
the Vandals 47 . The long continuance of the ^ f 0 t 'i’^ ue6t * 
Italian war delayed the punishment of the Visi- Romans 
goths ; and the eyes of Theudes were closed before 111 
they tasted the fruits of his mistaken policy, sso—esa. 
After his death, the sceptre of Spain was disputed 
by a civil, war. The weaker candidate solicited 
the protection of Justinian, and ambitiously sub- . 
scribed a treaty of alliance, which deeply wounded 
the independence and happiness of his country. 

Several cities, both on the ocean and the Medi- 
terranean, were ceded to the Roman troops, who 
afterwards refused to evacuate those pledges, as it 
should seem, either of safety or payment; and as 
they were fortified by perpetual supplies from. 

Africa, they maintained their impregnable sta- 
tions, for the mischievous purpose of inflaming 
the civil and religious factions of the Barbarians. 

46 Isidor. Chron. p. 722. edit. Grot. Mariana, Hist. ITispan. 

I. v. c. 8* p. 173. . Yet according to Isidore, the siege of Ceuta, 
and the death of Theudes, happened, A. IE. H. 586: A. D. 

548. i and the place was defended, jiot by the Vandals, but by the 
Romans. 

47 Procopius, Vandal. 1 . i. c. 24. 
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Seventy years elapsed before this painful thorn 
could be extirpated from the bosom of the mon- 
archy ; and as long as the emperors retained- any 
share of these remote and useless possessions, their 
vanity might number Spain in the list of their 
provinces, and the successors of Alaric in the rank 
of their vassals 48 . 

The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy 
was less excusable than that of their Spanish 
brethren, and their punishment was still more 
immediate and terrible. From a motive of pri- 
vate revenge, they enabled their most dangerous 
enemy to destroy their most valuable ally. A 
sister of the great Theodoric had been given in 
marriage to Thrasimond the African king 49 : 
on this occasion, the fortress of Lilybaeum 50 in 
Sicily was resigned to the Vandals: and the 
princess Amalafrida was attended by a martial 
train of one thousand nobles, and five thousand 
Gothic soldiers^ who signalized their valour in 
the Moorish wars. Their merit was over-rated 
by themselves, and perhaps neglected by the 
Vandals: they viewed the country with envy, 
and the conquerors with disdain ; but thcirlrcal 

\ 48 See the original Chronicle of Isidore, and the vtli and vith 
books of the History of Spain by Mariana. The Romans were 
finally expelled by Suintila king of the Visigoths (A« D. 
after their reunion to the Catholic church. 

See the marriage and fate of Amalafrida in Procojnus (Van- 
daJJ. i. c. 8, y.), and in Cassiodorius (Var. ix. 10 the expostulation 
of her royal brother. Compare likewise the Chronicle of Victor 
IWntinensis. 

Lilybseum was built by the Carthaginians, Olym. xcv. 4. ; and 
In the first Punic war, a strong situation, and excellent harbour, 
rendered that place an important object to both- nations. 
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or fictitious conspiracy was prevented by a mas- Xi.f. 
sacre ; thg Goths were oppressed, and, the cap- 
tivity of Amalafrida was soon followed by her 
secret and suspicious death. The eloquent pen 
of Cassiodorius was employed to reproach the 
Vandal court with the cruel violation of every 
social and public duty ; but the vengeance which 
he threatened in the name of his sovereign, might 
be derided with' impunity, as long as Africa was 
protected by the sea, and the Goths were destitute 
of a navy. In the blind impotence of grief and 
indignation, they joyfully saluted the approach 
of the Homans, entertained the fleet of Bcli- 
sarius in the ports of Sicily, and were speedily 
delighted or alarmed by the surprising intelli- 
gence, that their revenge was executed beyond 
the measure of their hopes, or perhaps of their 
wishes. To . their friendship the emperor was in- 
debted for the kingdom of Africa, and the Goths 
might reasonably think, that they were entitled 
to resume the possession of a barren rock, so re- 
cently separated as a nuptial gift from the island 
of Sicily. They were soon undeceived by the 
haughty mandate of Belisarius, which excited 
their tardy and unavailing repentance. “ The 
“ city and promontory of Lilybacum,” said the 
Homan general, " belonged to the Vandals, and 
“ I claim them by the right of conquest. Your 
“ submission may deserve the favour of the cra- 
“ peror ; your obstinacy will provoke his displca- 
“ sure, and must kindle a war, that can terminate 
“ only in your utter ruin. If you compel us to • 

“ take up arms, we shall contend, not to regain 
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“ the possession of a single city, but to deprive you 
“ of all tbq provinces which you unjustly withhold 
“ from their lawful sovereign ” A nation of two 
hundred thousand soldiers might have smiled at the 
vain menace of Justinian and his lieutenant: but 
a spirit of discord and disaffection prevailed in Italy, 
and the Goths supported, with reluctance, the in- 
dignity of a female reign 51 . 

The birth of Amalasontha, the regent and queen _ 
of Italy 42 , united the two most illustrious families of 
the Barbarians. Her mother, the sister of Clovis, 
wasdescended from the long-haired kings of the Me- 
rovingian race 53 *, and the regal succession of the 
Amali was illustrated in the eleventh generation, by 
her father, the great Thcodoric, whose merit might 
have ennobled a plebeian origin. The sex of his 
daughter excluded her from the Gothic throne; but 
his vigilant tenderness for his family and his people 
discovered the last heir of the royal line, whose ances- 
tors had taken refuge in Spain ; and the fortunate 
Eutharic was suddenly exalted to the rank of a 
consul and a prince. He enjoyed only a short 
time the charms of Amalasontha, and the hopes_, 
of the succession ; and his widow, after the death 


51 Compare the different passages of Procopius (Vandal. 1. ii. 

5. Gothic. 1. i. c. 3.). 

52 For the reign and character of Amalasontha, 9ee Procopius 
(Gothic. 1. i. c. 2, 3, 4. and Anecdot. c. 16 . with the Notes of Ale- 
mannus), Cassiodorius (Var. viii, ix,x, and xi. 1.), and Jomandes 
(de Rebus Geticis, c. 50. and De Successione Regnorum, in Mu- 
ratori, tom. i. p. 241.). 

55 The marriage ofTheodonq with Audefieda, the sister of Clo- 
vis* may he placed in the year 405, soon after the conquest of Italy 
(Dc Burnt, Hist, dcs Peuples, tom. ix. p. 213.)- The nuptials of- 
Eutharic and Amalasontha were celebrated in 515 (Cassiodor. in- 
Chroii. p. 4.13.). 
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of her husband and father, was left the guardian chap. 
of her son Athalaric, and the kin^doijt of Italy. 
At-thtragSof abo*ftrtWeuty^eIght yeafrs, the endow- 
ments of her mind and person had attained their 
perfect maturity. Her beauty, which, in the ap- 
prehension of Theodora herself, might have dis- 
puted the conquest of an emperor, was animated 
by manly sense, activity, and resolution. Edu- 
cation and experience had cultivated her talents ; 

• her philosophic studies were exempt from vanity ; 
and, though she expressed herself with equal ele- 
gance and ease in the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Gothic tongue, the daughter of Thcodoric main- 
tained in her counsels a discreet and impene- 
trable silence. By a faithful imitation of the 
virtues, she revived the prosperity, of his reign : 
while she strove, with pious care, to expiate the 
faults, and to obliterate the darker memory of 
his declining age. The children of Boethius 
and Symmachus were restored to their paternal 
inheritance: her extreme lenity never consented 
to inflict any corporal or pecuniary penalties bn 
her Roman subjects; and she generously des- 
> pised the clamours of the Goths, who, at the 
end of forty years, still considered the people of 
Italy as their slaves or their enemies. Iler salu- 
tary measures were directed by the wisdom, and 
celebrated by the eloquence, of Cassiodorius ; she 
solicited and deserved the friendship of the em- 
peror ; and the kingdoms of Europe respected, both 
in peace and war, the majesty of the Gothic 
throne. But the future happiness of the queen 
.and of Italy depended on the education of her son ; 
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who was destined, by his birth, to support the 
different ..and almost incompatible characters of 

i 1 ** ' «* A w* ^ 

the chief of a Barbariah camp, and the first magis- 
trate of a civilized nation. From the age of ten 
years 51 , Athalaric was diligently instructed in the 
arts and sciences, either useful or ornamental for 
a. Roman prince : and three venerable Goths 
were chosen to instil the principles of honour and 
virtue into the mind of their young king. But 
the pupil who is insensible of the benefits, must 
abhor the restraints, of education; and the soli- 
citude of the queen, which affection rendered 
anxious and severe, offended the untractable 
nature of her son and his subjects. On a solemn 
festival, when the Goths were assembled in the 
palace of Ravenna, the royal youth escaped from 
his mother’s apartment, and, with tears of pride 
and auger, complained of a blow which his stubborn 
disobedience had provoked her to infiict. The 
Barbarians resented the indignity which had been 
offered to their king ; accused the regent of con- 
spiring against his life and crown;, and imperiously 
demanded, that the grandson of Theodoric should 
be rescued from the dastardly discipline of women ' 
and pedants, and educated, like a valiant Goth, in 
the society of his equals, and the glorious ignorance 
of his ancestors. To this rude clamour, importu- 
nately urged as the voice of the nation, Amalason- 
tha. was compelled to yield her reason, and the 

At tlic death of Theodoric, his grandson Athalaric is described 
by* Procopius as a boy about eight years old— oxt* y«yara>r tnj* Cas- 
stodurius, with authority and reason, adds two years to his age— 
iulantulum adhuc vixdccenitetn. 
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‘ dearest wishes of her heart. The king of Italy chap. 
was a bandoned to pine, tPjvQgien, ^nd J,o rustic , 
sporfifT'andthe indiscreet content of the un- 
grateful youth, betrayed the mischievous designs 
of his favourites and her enemies. Encompassed 
with domestic foes, she entered into a secret nego- 
tiation with the emperor Justinian ; obtained the 
assurance of a friendly reception, and had actually- 
deposited at Dyrachium in 'Epirus, a treasure of 
" forty thousand pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and safety, if she had 
calmly retired from barbarous faction, to the peace 
and splendour of Constantinople. But the mind 
of Amalasontha was inflamed by ambition and re- 
venge; and while her ships lay at anchor in the 
port, she waited for the success of a crime which 
her passions excused or applauded as an act of 
justice. Thretf of the most dangerous malecon- 
tents had been separately removed, under the pre- 
tence of trust and command, to the frontiers of 
Italy : they were assassinated by her private emis- 
saries ; and the blood of these noble Goths ren- 
dered the queen-mother absolute in the court of 
Ravenna, and justly odious to a free people. But 
if she had lamented the disorders of her son, she 
soon wept his irreparable loss ; and the death of 
Athalaric, who, at the age of sixteen, was con- 
sumed by premature intemperance, left her desti- 
tute of any firm support or legal authority. In- 
stead of submitting to the laws of her country, 
which held as a fundamental maxim, that the 
succession could never pass from the lance to the 
distaff, the daughter of Theodoric conceived the 
vol. vn. l* 
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impracticable design of sharing, with one of her 
cousins, -the regaLtitle, and jpf reserving in her 
own hands £Ke stibstance of siTpreme power.'*’ He 
received the proposal with profound respect and 
affected gratitude ; and the eloquent Cassiodorius 
announced to the senate and the emperor, that 
Amalasontha and Theodatus had ascended the 
throne of Italy. His birth (for his mother was 
the sister of Theodoric) might be considered as an 
imperfect title; and the choice of Amalasontha 
was more strongly directed by her contempt of his 
avarice and pusillanimity, which had deprived him 
of the love of the Italians, and the esteem of the 
Barbarians. But Theodatus was exasperated by 
the contempt which he deserved : her justice had 
repressed and reproached the oppression which he 
exercised against his Tuscan neighbours ; and the 
principal Goths, united by common guilt and re- 
sentment, conspired to instigate his slew and timid 
disposition. The letters of congratulation were 
scarcely dispatched before the queen of Italy was 
imprisoned in a small island of the lake of Bolse- 
na“, where, after a short confinement, she was 
strangled in the bath, by the order, or with the 
connivance, of the new king, who instructed his 
turbulent subjects to shed the blood of their 
sovereigns. 

w The lake, from the neighbouring towns of Etruria, was 
styled either Vulsinicnsis (now of Bolseua) or Turquiniciisis. It 
is surrounded with white rocks, and stored with lish and wild- 
fowl. The younger Pliny (Epist. ii. celebrates Lwo woody 
islands that floated on its waters : if a fable, how credulous the an- 
cients! — if a fact, how careless the moderns ! Vet, since Pliny, the 
inland may ha\e been fixed l*y new and guidual acee^ioiK 
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• Justinian beheld with joy the dissensions of the chap. 
Goths ; and _the rocdiatiqji 
and "promoted thdilmbitious 
ror. His ambassadors, in their public audience, '"'/sub- 
demanded the fortress of Lilybaeum, ten Barba- jjj*“ 
rian fugitives, and a just compensation for the A. L).^, 
pillage of a small town on the Illyrian borders; 1Jec ' 31 ' 
but they secretly negotiated with Thcodatus to 
betray the province of Tuscany, and tempted 
* Amalasontha to extricate herself from danger and 
perplexity, “by a free surrender of the kingdom of 
Italy. A false and servile epistle was subscribed 
by the reluctant hand of the captive queen: but 
the confession of the Roman senators, who were 
sent to Constantinople, revealed the truth of her 
deplorable situation ; and Justinian, by the voice 
of a new ambassador, most powerfully interceded 
for her life and liberty. Yet the secret instruc- 
tions of the same minister were adapted to serve 
the cruel jealousy of Theodora, who dreaded 
the presence and superior charms of a rival: he 
prompted, with artful and ambiguous hints, the 
execution of a crime so useful to the Romans ' 0 ; 
received the intelligence of her death with grief 
and indignation, and denounced, in his master’s 
name, immortal war against the perfidious assassin. 

In Italy, as well as in Africa, the guilt of an 
usurper appeared to justify the arms of Justinian; 
but the forces which he prepared, were insufficient 

50 Yet Procopius discredits his own evidence (AuccdnU c. lG.), by 
confessing that in his public lii^ory he had not .spoken the truth. 

See the Epistles from queen Ouddclina to the empress Theodora 
(•Var. x. 20, 21. c;i. and observe a suspicion-* word, de ilia persona, 

&c.) with the elaborate Cbnnncniary of Buat (iom. x, p, 1 77— is:>.h 


of an ally .concealed 
views of the conque- 
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CHAP, for tlie subversion of a mighty kingdom, if their 
feeble numbers l wjnfl t b eciunii i ltiplicd h v the 
name, the spirit, and the conduct of an hero!" A 
chosen troop of guards, who served on horseback, 
and were armed with lances and bucklers, attended 
the person of Belisarius : his cavalry was composed 
of two hundred Huns, three hundred Moors, and 
four thousand confederates, and the infantry con- 
sisted only of three thousand Isaurians. Steering 
the same course as in his former expedition, the 
Roman consul cast anchor before Catana in Sicily, 
to survey the strength of the island, and to decide 
whether lie should attempt the conquest, or peace- 
ably pursue his voyage for the African coast. He 
found a fruitful land and a friendly people. Not- 
withstanding the decay of agriculture, Sicily still 
supplied the granaries of Rome : the fanners were 
graciously exempted from the oppression of military 
quarters ; and the Goths, who trusted the defence 
of the island to the inhabitants, had some reason 
to complain, that their confidence was ungratefully 
betrayed.* • Instead of soliciting and expecting the 
aid of the king of Italy, they yielded to the first 
summons a cheerful obedience : and this province, 
the first fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after 
a long Separation, united to the Roman empire 5T . 
The Gothic garrison of Palermo, which alone at- 
tempted to resist, was reduced, after a short siege, 
by a singular stratagem . Belisarius introduced his 


5 ? For the conquest of Sicily, compare the narrative of Procopius 
with the complaints of Totila (Gothic. 1. i. c. 1. iii. c. Hi.). 
The Gothic queen had lately rclie\ oil that thankless island (V*r 
ix. 10, 11.). 1 
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fillips into the deepest recess of the harbour ; their 
boats were laboriously hoistt^l with ropes and 
■ pullios to the top- mast head, thill he filled them 
with archers, who, from that superior station, 
commanded the ramparts of the city. After this 
easy, though successful campaign, the conquero 
entered Syracuse in triumph, at the head of his 
victorious bands, distributing gold medals to the 
people, on the day which so gloriously terminated 
the year of .the consulship, lie passed the winter- 
season in the palace of ancient kings, amidst the 
ruins of a Grecian colony, which once extended 
to a circumference of tjyo and twenty miles'’": 
but in the spring, about the festival of Easter, 
the prosecution of his designs was interrupted by 
a dangerous revolt of the African forces. Car- 
thage, was saved by the presence of lielisarius, 
who suddenly lauded with a thousand guards. 
.yVo thousand soldiers of doubtful faith returned 
to the standard of their old commander : and he 
marched, without hesitation, above fifty miles, to 
seek an enemy,, whom he affected to .pity and 
despise. Eight thousand rebels trembled at his 
approach; they were routed at the first outset, 
by the dexterity of their master : and this ignoble 
victory would have restored the peace of Africa, 
if the conqueror had not been hastily recalled to 
Sicily, to appease a sedition which was kindled 

fi0 The ailcirnt miignitude and splendour of ihc five quarters of 
■.Syracuse, are delineated by Cicero (in Veirem, actio ii. J. iv. 
c. 52 , 53 .), Strabo (I. vi. p. 4 1 and D'Orvillc Simla (tom. ii. 
p. 1 74 — 202 .). The new city, restored by Au^iibtus, dirtiuk 
towards the island. 
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CHAP, during his absence in his own camp". Disorder 



obey, resided only in the mind of Belisarius. 

Re'pn and Although Thcodatns descended from a race of 
of C The<r heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averse to 

Cothic thc ^ le ^ an S ers > °f war * Although he had studied 

king of the writings of Plato and Tully, philosophy was 

AJ )! 534, incapable of purifying his mind from the basest 

October— passions, avarice and fear. He had purchased a‘ 
A. D. 536 , 1 , , , 1 1 0 

August, sceptre by ingratitude and murder: at the first 

menace of an enemy, he degraded his own ma- 
jesty, and that of a nation, which already dis- 
dained. their unworthy sovereign. Astonished by 
the recent example of Gelimer, he saw himself 
dragged in chains through the streets of Con- 
stantinople : the terrors which Belisarius inspired, 
were heightened by the eloquence of Peter, the 
Byzantine ambassador ; and that bold and subtle 
advocate persuaded him to sign a treaty, too igno- 
minious to become the foundation of a lasting 
peace. It was stipulated, that in the acclamations 
of the Roman people, the name of the emperor 
should be always proclaimed before that of the 
Gothic king ; and that as often as the statue of 
Theodatus was erected in brass or marble, the 
divine image of Justinian should be placed on its 
right hand. Instead of conferring, the king of 
Italy was reduced to solicit, the honours of the 

*3 Procopius (Vandal. J. ii. c. 14, 15,) so clearly relates the re- 
turn of Belisarius into Sicily (p. 14t>. edit. Hocschclii), that I arn 
astonished at the strange misapprehension and reproaches of a 
learned ciilic tOeuues de la Motile le Vayer, tom. \iii. p. 16 ?, l 6 :i ^ 
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senate ; and the consent of the emperor was made 
indispensable beforp he could^exccute, against a 
priest or senator, the sentence neither of death or 
confiscation. The feeble monarch resigned the 
possession of Sicily ; offered, as the annual mark 
of his dependence, a crown of gold, of the weight 
of three hundred pounds ; and promised to supply, 
at the requisition of his sovereign,! three thousand 
Gothic auxiliaries for the service of the empire. 
Satisfied with these extraordinary concessions, the 
successful agent of Justinian hastened his journey 
to Constantinople ; but no sooner had he reached 
the Alban villa 60 , than he was recalled by the 
anxiety of Theodatus; and the dialogue which 
passed between the king and the ambassador de- 
serves to be represented in its original simplicity. 
“ Are you of opinion that the emperor will 
“ ratify this treaty ? Perhaps. If he refuses, 
“what consequence will ensue? War. Will 
“ such a war be just or reasonable ? Most 
“ assuredly: every one should act according to 
" his character. What is your meaning ? You 
“ are a philosopher — Justinian is emperor of the 
“ Romans: it would ill become the disciple of 
“ Plato to shed the blood of thousan ds in his pri - 
“ vote quarrel: the successor of Augustus should 
“ vindicate his rights, and recover by arms the 
“ ancient provinces of his empire." This reason- 

60 The ancient Alba was ruined in the first age of Rome. On 
the same spot, or at least in the neighbourhood, successively arose, 
1. The villa of Pompcy, &c. 2‘ A camp of the Praetorian cohorts. 
3. The modern episcopal city of Alhanum or Albano (Procop. 
X>oih. 1, ii. c. 4. Cluver. lul. Anliq. turn. ii. p. 
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chap, ing might not convince, but it was sufficient tQ 
alarm and subdue the weakness, of Thcodatus; and 
he soon descended^to Kis last . offerT that for the 
poor equivalent of a pension of forty-eight thousand 
pounds sterling, he would resign the kingdom of 
the Goths and Italians, and spend the remainder 
of his days in the innocent pleasures of philosophy 
and agriculture. Both treaties were entrusted to 
the hands of the ambassador, on the frail security 
of an oath not to produce the second till the first 
had been positively rejected. The event may be 
easily foreseen: Justinian required and accepted 
the abdication of the Gothic king. His indefati- 
gable agent returned from Constantinople to Ra- 
venna, with ample instructions ; and a fair epistle, 
which praised the wisdom and generosity of the 
royal philosopher, granted his pension, with the 
assurance of such honours, as a subject and a 
catholic might enjoy; and wisely referred the 
final execution of the treaty, to the presence and 
authority of Belisarius. But in the interval of 
suspense, two Roman generals, who had entered 
tire province of Dalmatia, were defeated and 
slain by the Gothic troops. From blind and 
abject despair, Theodatus capriciously rose to 
groundless and fatal presumption* 51 , and dared 
to receive, with menace and contempt, the am- 
bassador of Justinian; who claimed his promise, 

»‘>i A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce— Africa captA 
muudus cum unto perihit; a sentence of portentous ambiguity 
(Gothic. 1. i. v. 7-b which has been published in unknown dia- 
meters by Opsopaeus an editor of the oracles. The IVre Alai tret 
h.n promised a commentary; but all bis promise* bate been \aiu 
ami .fruitless. 
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solicited the allegiance of his subjects, and boldly cilAi\ 
asserted the inviolable privilege of his own cha- 
racter. The march of Bclisarius dispelled this 
visionary pride ; and as the first campaign ® 2 was 
employed in the reduction of Sicily, the invasion 
of Italy is applied by Procopius to the second 
year of the Gothic war 63 , i 

After Bclisarius had left sufficient garrisons in 
Palermo and Syracuse, lie embarked his troops Juiy/ami 
* at Messina, and lauded them, without resistance, 
on the ojipositc shores of Khegium. A Gothic a. lx... 17. 
prince, who had married the daughter of Theo- 
datus, was stationed with an army to guard the 
entrance of Italy; but he imitated, without scru- 
ple, the example of a sovereign, faithless to his 
public and private duties. The perfidious Ebcrmor 
deserted with his followers to the Iloman cam]), 
and was dismissed to enjoy the servile honours of 
the Byzantine court® 1 . From llhcgium to Naples, 
the fleet and army of Bclisarius, almost always in 
view of each other, advanced near tjircc hundred 
miles along the sea-coast. The people of Bruttium, 

62 .In his chronology, imitated in som« degree from Thucydides, 

Procopius begins each spring the years of Justinian and of the 
Gothic war; and, his first cera coincides with the first of ApriJ 
63 j, and not .330', according.to the Annals of Baronins (Pagi < rit. 
tom. ii. p. 6.3, 1 3. who is followed by Muratori ami # thc editors of 
Sigonius). Yet in some passages we are at a loss to reconcile ill*- 
dates of Procopius with himself, and with the Chronicle of Mar- 
celliiius. 

The scries of the first Gothic war is represented by Procopius 
(1. i. c. .3 — 'Jf). 1. ii. c. I — 30. l.iii. c. 1.) till tile capti\ity of Vitiges. 

With the aid of Sigonius (Opp. tom. i. dc Imp. Occident. 1. 
xvii, x\ iii.) and iWuntori t Annali d’l lali.i, 10 m. wl, 1 ha\c gleaned 
. some few additional facts. 

' * dornamlcs, dc Rebus GeiirN, r. bo. j>. 7 (rj. edit. Grot, .md 
tom. i. p. 'J2 1. >Iuidiori, dcSutcc-.' liegii p. r j ii. 
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Lucania, and Campania, who abhorred the name 
and religion of thq,Goths, embraced the specious 
excuse, that their ruined walls were ' incapable of 
defence; the soldiers paid a just equivalent for a 
plentiful market ; and curiosity alone interrupted 
the peaceful occupations of the husbandman or ar- 
tificer. Naples, which has swelled to a great and 
populous capital, long cherished the language and 
manners of a Grecian colony 1 *; and the choice of 
Virgil had ennobled this elegant retreat, which at- 
tracted the lovers of repose and study, from the 
noise, the smoke, and the laborious opulence of 
Rome'*. As soon as the place was invested by sea 
and land, Bclisarius gave audience to the deputies 
of the people, who exhorted him to disregard a con- 
quest unworthy of his arms, to seek the Gothic 
king in a field of battle, and, after his victory, to 
claim,’ as the sovereign of Rome, the allegiance of 
the dependent cities. “ When I treat with my 
“ enemies,” replied the Roman chief, with an 
haughty smile, “ I am more accustomed to give 
“ than to Receive counsel : but I hold in one hand 
“ inevitable ruin, and, in the other, peace and 
“ freedom, such as Sicily now enjoys.” The 
impatience of delay urged him to grant the most 

W Nero (says Tacitus, Annul, xv. 35.) Neapolim quasi Gnccam 
iirlicrn ilelcgii. One hundred and fifty years afterwards, in the time 
of Si ptimius Scverus, the Hellenism of the Neapolitans is praised 
1)V PhilostraUlS : yiM* *F.aA»}«? xou arvxm, 6$tv xnu T«f o-TOutiat; rant Ktyw 
tin (Icon. 1. i. p. 7ftJ- edit. Olear.). 

Of) The oliiun of Naples is praised by the. Roman poets, by Vir- 
gil, Horace, Silins Italians, and Statius (Cluvcr. ltd!. Ant. 1. iv. p. 
114t), n.uh). In ail elegant epistle (Sy Iv. 1. iii. p. <)4— <)8. edit. 
Marklainl), Statius undertake* the difficult ta*k of drawing his wife 
fiom thr pleasures of Rome to that calm retreat. 
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•liberal terms; his honour secured their perform- 
ance: hut Naples, was divided into two factions; 
and the Greek democracy was inflamed by their 
orators* who, with much spirit and some truth, re- 
presented to the multitude, that the Goths would 
punish their defection, and that Belisarius himself 
must esteem their loyalty and valour. Their de- 
liberations, however, were not perfectly free: the 
city was commanded by eight hundred Barbarians, 
whose wives and children were detained at Ravenna 
as the pledge of their fidelity ; and even the Jews, 
who were rich and numerous, resisted, with despe- 
rate enthusiasm, the intolerant laws of Justinian. 
In a much later period, the circumference of Na- 
ples ® 7 measured only two thousand three hundred 
and sixty-three paces <,B : the fortifications were de- 
fended by precipices or the sea; when the aque- 
ducts were intercepted, a supply of water might be 
drawn from wells and fountains; and the stock of 
provisions was sufficient to consume the patience 
of the besiegers. At the end of twenty days, that 
of Bclisarius was almost exhausted, and lie had 
reconciled himself to the disgrace of abandoning 
the siege, that he might march, before the winter 
season, against Rome and the Gothic king. But 

6 7 This measure was taken hv linger I. afier the corujucst of Na- 
ples (A. D. 1 139), which he made* the capital of his new kingdom 
(Giannonc, Istoria Civile, tom. ii. p. lfij).). That city, the* third in 
Christian Europe, is now at least twelve miles in circumference 
(Jul. Caesar. Capaccii Hist. Neapol. 1. i.p. 470, and contains more 
inhabitants (350,000) in a given space, than any other spot in the 
known world. 

68 Not geometrical, but common, paces or ''teps, of 22 French 
inches (D'Anvillc, Mcsurcs Itinerant?,, p. 1, 8 .) : the do not 
make an English mile. 


CHAP. 

X’Ll. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


his anxiety was relieved by the bold curiosity of. 
an Isaurian, wlio explored the .dry channel of an 
aqueduct, and secretly reported, that a passage 
might be perforated to introduce a file of armed 
soldiers into the heart of the city. When the work 
had been silently executed, the humane general 
risked the discovery of his secret, by a last and 
fruitless admonition of the impending danger. 
In the darkness of the night, four hundred Ho- 
mans entered the aqueduct, raised themselves 
by a rope, which they fastened to an olive tree, 
into the house or garden of a solitary matron, 
sounded their trumpets, surprised the centincls, 
and gave admittance to their companions, who 
oii all sides sealed the walls, and burst open the 
gates of the city. Every crime which is punished 
by social justice, was practised as the rights 
of war; the Iluns were distinguished by cruelty 
and sacrilege, and Belisarius alone appeared in 
the streets and churches of Naples, to moderate 
the calamities which he predicted. “ The gold 
“ and silver,” he repeatedly exclaimed, “ arc the 
“ just rewards of your valour. But spare the iu- 
“ habitants, they are Christians, they arc suppli- 
“ ants, they arc now your fellow-subjects. Jlc- 
“ store the children to their parents, the wives 
“ to their husbands ; and shew them by your ge- 
“ nerosity, of what friends they have obstinately 
“ deprived themselves.” The city was saved 
by the virtue and authority of its conqueror*'; 

fiy Hclisa riiis was reproved by pope Silvcrius for the massacre. 
T?r rcpeoplcd Naples, and impoitcd colonics of African captives 
into Scil\ , f'al'ihiin, and Apulia ;llist. Miocell. L xu. in Muraum, 
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■and when the Neapolitans returned to their CIlAi*. 

. houses, they found some consolation in the secret 
enjoyment of their hidden treasures. The Rar- 
barian garrison enlisted in the service of the em- 
peror; Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the 
odious presence of the Goths, acknowledged his 
dominion; and the tusks of the Calydoniau 
boar, which were still shewn at Beneventum, 
arc curiously described by the historian of 11c- 
lisarius 7n . 

The faithful soldiers and citizens of Naples had viti^i. 
expected their deliverance from a princes who 
remained the inactive and almost indifferent spec- A.l). 
tator of their ruin. Theodatus secured his per- A.'n./.io. 
son within the walls of Home, while his cavalry 
advanced forty miles on the Appian way, and en- 
camped in the l’omptinc marshes ; which, by a 
canal of nineteen miles in length, had been re- 
cently drained and converted into excellent pas- 
tures n . But the principal forces of the Goths 
were dispersed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ; 
and the feeble mind of their king was. confound- 
ed by the unsuccessful event of a divination, 
which seemed to presage the downfall of his 

To Beneventum was built by Diomede, the nephew uf Melea- 
ger (Cluver. tom. ii. p. 11()5, 11<)G.). The Calydoniau bunt is a 
picture of savage life (Ovid, Melamorpli. 1. tiii.). T’liirty or forty 
heroes were leagued against a hog : the brutes (not the hog) 
cpiarrcllcd with a lady for the head. 

71 The Dcccntwnum is .strangely confounded by (. hr* i ritis (linn, 
ii. p. 11)070 'vith the rherUfens. It was in truth a canal of nine- 
teen miles, from Forum Appii to Terraema, on wltidi Horace em- 
barked in Lite night. The Decviniotium which is mentioned !»y 
. laiean, Dion Cassius, and Cassiodnrius ha-dx-i n sulhciently mined, 
restored, aud obliterated (D’AuwlIc, AuaKic de 1’ Italic, p. ins, &c.;- 
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empire 72 . The most abject slaves have arraigned 
the guilt or weakness of an unfortunate master. . 
The character of Theodatus was rigorously scruti- 
nized by a free and idle camp of Barbarians, 
conscious of their privilege and power: h<? was 
declared unworthy of his race, his nation, and his 
throne; and their general Vitiges, whose valour 
had been signalized in the Illyrian war, was 
raised with unanimous applause on the bucklers 
of his companions. On the first rumour, the 
abdicated monarch fled from the justice of his 
country ; but lie was pursued by private revenge. 
A Goth whom he had injured in his love, over- 
took Theodatus on the Flaminian way, and, re- 
gardless of his unmanly cries, slaughtered him, as 
he lay prostrate on the ground, like a victim (says 
the historian) at the foot of the altar. The choice 
of the people is the best and purest title to reign 
over them : yet such is the prejudice of every 
age, that Vitiges impatiently wished to return to 
llavonna, where he might seize, with the reluc- 
tant hand of the daughter of Amalasontha, some 
faint shadow of hereditary right. A national 
council was immediately held, and the new mo- 
narch reconciled the impatient spirit of the Bar- 
barians, to a measure of disgrace, which the mis- 
conduct of his predecessor rendered wise and 
indispensable. The Goths consented to retreat 

A Jew gratified liis contempt and hatred for all ihc Christians, . 
by inclosing three band*, each of ten hogs, and discriminated by 
the names of Goths, (5 recks, and Romans. Of the first, almost 
all were found dead — almost all the second were alive — of the 
third, half died, and the rest lost their bristles. No unsuitable 
emblem of the event 
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in the presence of a victorious enemy ; to delay 
till the next spring the operations of offensive 
war ; to summon their scattered forces ; to relin- 
quish their distant possessions, and to trU6t even 
Rome itself to the faith of its inhabitants. Leu- 
deris, an aged warrior, was left in the capital 
with four thousand soldiers ; a feeble garrison, 
which might have seconded the zeal, though it 
was incapable of opposing the wishes, of the Ro- 
mans. But a momentary enthusiasm of religion 
and patriotism was kindled in their minds. They 
furiously exclaimed, that the apostolic throne 
should no longer be profaned by the triumph or 
toleration of Arianism ; that the tombs of the 
Caesars should no longer be trampled by the 
savages of the north ; and, without reflecting, 
that Italy must sink into a province of Constan- 
tinople, they fondly hailed the restoration of a 
Homan emperor as a new &>ra of freedom and 
prosperity. The deputies of the pope and clergy, 
of the senate and people, invited the lieutenant 
of Justinian to accept their voluntary allegiance, 
and to enter the city, whose gates would be 
thrown open for his reception. As soon as Beli- 
sarius had fortified his new conquests, Naples 
and Cum eg, he advanced about twenty miles lo 
the banks of the Vulturuus, contemplated the 
decayed grandeur of Capua, and halted at the 
separation of the Latin and Appian ways. The 
work of the censor, after the incessant use of 
nine centuries, still preserved its primaeval beauty, 
and not a flaw could be discovered in the large 
polished stones, of which that solid, though liar- 
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row road, was so firmly compacted 7 \ Belisarius,’ 
however, preferred the Latin way, which, at a 
distance from the sea and’ the marshes, skirted in a 
space of one hundred and twenty miles along the 
foot of the mountains. His enemies had disap- 
peared : when he made his entrance through the 
Asinarian gate, the garrison departed without 
molestation along the Flaminian way ; and the 
city, after sixty years servitude, was delivered 
from the yoke of the Barbarians. Leudcris alone, 
from a motive of pride or discontent, refused to 
accompany the fugitives ; and the Gothic chief, 
himself a trophy of the victory, .was sent with 
the keys of Rome to the throne of the emperor 
Justinian- 1 *. 

The firstdays, which coincided with the old 
Saturnalia, were devoted to mutual congratula- 
tion and the public joy ; and the Catholics pre- 
pared to celebrate, without '4 rival, the approach- 
ing festival of the nativity of Christ. In the 
familiar conversation of an hero, the Romans ac- 
quired some notion of the virtues which history 
ascribed to their ancestors ; they w'crc edified by 
the apparent respect- of -Belisarius for the successor 


73 Bcrgicr (TIist. dcs Grands Chemins des Remains, tom. i. p. 
221 — 228. 440 — 414.) examines tlie structure and materials, while, 
iVAnvillc (Analyse d’llalie, p. 200*— 212.) defines the geographi- 
cal tine. 

74 Of the first recovery of Rome, the year (536) is certain, from 
the scries of events, rather than from the corrupt, or interpolated, 
text of Procopius : the month (December) is ascertained by Eva- 
giins’-tf. »v. c. IQ.); and the day (the tenth) may he admitted on 
the slight evidence of Nicephorus Callistus (1. xvii. c. 13 ). For 
this accurate chronology, _we are indebted to the diligence atid. 
judgment of Pagt (turn. ii. p. 5 k>9, 5 O 0 .). 
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of St. Peter, anct his rigid discipline secured in 
the midst of war the blessings of tranquillity 
and justice. They applauded the rapid success of 
his arms, which overran the adjacent country, as 
far as Narni, Perusia, and Spoleto ; but they trem- 
bled, the senate, the clergy, and the unwarlike 
people, as soon as they understood, that he had 
resolved, and would speedily be reduced, to sus- 
tain a siege against the powers of the Gothic mo- 
' narchy. The designs of Yitiges were executed, 
during the winter season, with diligence and 
effect. From their rustic habitations, from their 
different garrisons, the Goths assembled at Raven- 
na for the defence of their country ; and such 
were their numbers, that after an army had been 
detached for the relief of Dalmatia, one hundred 
and fifty thousand fighting men marched under 
the royal standard. According to the degrees of 
rank or merit, the Gothic king distributed arms 
and horses, rich gifts, and liberal promises: he 
moved along the Flaminian way, declined the 
useless sieges of Perusia and Spoleto, respected 
the impregnable rock of Narni, and arrived with- 
in two miles of Rome at the foot of the Milvian 
bridge. The narrow passage was fortified with a 
tower, and Belisarius had computed the value of 
the twenty days which must be lost in the con- 
struction of another bridge. But the conster- 
nation of the soldiers of the tower, who either fled 
or deserted, disappointed his hopes, and betrayed 
his person into the most imminent danger. At 
the head of one thousand horse, the Roman ge- 
neral sallied from the Flaminian gate to mark the 

VOL. VII. q 
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CHAP, ground of an advantageous position, and to survey 
the camp of the Barbarians; but while he still be- 
lieved them on the other side of the Tyber, he was 
suddenly encompassed and assaulted by their in- 
numerable squadrons. The fate of Italy depended 
on his life; and the deserters pointed to the con- 
spicuous horse, a bay 75 , with a white face, which 
lie rode on that memorable day. “ Aim at the bay 
' “ horse,” was the universal cry. Every bow was 
bent, every javelin was directed, against that fatal 
object, and the command was repeated and obeyed 
by thousands who were ignorant of its real motive. 
The bolder Barbarians advanced to the more ho- 
nourable combat of swords and spears ; and the 
praise of an enemy has graced the fall of Visandus, 
the standard-bearer 75 , who maintained his foremost 
station, till he was pierced with thirteen wounds, 
perhaps by the hand of Belisarius himself. The 
Roman general was strong, active, and dextrous: 
on every side he discharged his weighty and mor- 
tal strokes: his faithful guards imitated his va- 
lour, and. defended his person ; and the Goths, 
after the loss of a thousand men, fled before the 
arms of an hero. They were rashly pursued to 
their camp: and the Romans, oppressed by mul- 

75 An horse of a bay or redjcolour was styled <p«JOo f by the Greeks, 
balan by the Barbarians, and spadix by the Romans. Honcsti 
spadices, says Virgil (Georgic. I. iii. 72 . with the Observations of 
Martin and Heyne). SiroAg or £«»», signifies a branch of the palm- 
tree, whose name, is synonymous to red (Aulus Gellius, ii. 

26.). 

7 fi I interpret pfg, not as a proper name, but an office, 

vtandard-bearer, from landum (vexillum), a Barbaric word adopted 
by the Greeks and Romans (Paul Diacon. 1. i. c. 20 . p. 760 . Grot . 
Nomina Gnthica, p. .^75. Ducange, Gloss. Latin, tom. i. p. A3P,* 
540.). 
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' fcitudes, made a gradual, and at length a preci- chap. 
pitate retreat to the gates of the city : the gates 
were shut against the fugitives; and the public 
terror was increased, by the report, that Belisarius 
was slain. His countenance was indeed disfigured 
by sweat, dust, and blood ; his voice was hoarse, 
his strength was almost exhausted; but his un- 
conquerable spirit still remained ; he imparted 
that spirit to his desponding companions; and 
their last desperate charge was felt by the flying 
Barbarians, as if a new army, vigorous and entire, 
had been poured from the city. The Flainiuian v lkmi o) 
gate was thrown open to a real triumph ; but it Heinous, 
was not before Belisarius had visited every post, 
and provided for the public safety, that he could 
be persuaded by his wife and friends, to taste the 
needful refreshments of food and sleep. In the 
more improved state of the art of war, a general is 
seldom required or even permitted to display the 
personal prowess of a soldier ; and the example of 
Belisarius may be added to the rare examples of 
Henry IV., of Pyrrhus, and of Alexander. ^ 

After this first and unsuccessful trial of their Mi . <it ._ 
enemies, the whole army of the Goths passed the 
Tyber, and formed the siege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conceive, the severe com- 
pass of the geographer defines the circumference 
of Rome within a line of twelve miles ami three 
hundred and forty-five paces ; and that circum- 
ference, except in the Vatican, has invariably 
been the same from the triumph of Aurelian to 
the peaceful but obscure reign of the modern 
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popes 77 . But in the day of her greatness, thre 
space within her walls was crowded with habita- 
tions and inhabitants ; and the populous suburbs, 
that stretched along the public roads, were darted 
like so many rays from one common centre. 
Adversity swept away these extraneous orna- 
ments, and left naked and desolate a considerable 
part even of the seven hills. Yet Rome in its 
present state could send into the field above 
thirty thousand males of a military age 7 "; and, 
notwithstanding the want of discipline and exer- 
cise, the far greater part, inured to the hardships 
of poverty, might be capable of bearing arms for 
the defence of their country and religion. The 
prudence of Belisarius did not neglect this im- 
portant resource. His soldiers were relieved by 
the zeal and diligence of the people, who watched 
while they slept, and laboured while they reposed : 
he accepted the voluntary service of the bravest 
and most indigent of the Roman youth ; and the 
companies of townsmen sometimes represented, in 
a.j/acant post, the presence of the troops which 
had been drawn away to more essential duties. But 


his just confidence was placed in the veterans 


*7 M. D’Anvillc has given, in the Memoirs of the Academy for 
the year 175f) (tom. xxx. p. 1 Q8— 23(5.), a plan of Rome on a 
smaller scale, but far more accurate than that which he had de- 
lineated in 1 738 for Rollin’s history. Experience had improved his 
knowledge ; and instead of Rossi’s topography, he used the new 
and excellent map of Nolli. Pliny’s old measure of xiji must be 
reduced to viii miles. It is easier to alter a text, than to remove 
hills or buildings. 

7lt In the.yjwtr 170f), Labai (Voyages en Italie, tom. iii. p. 218.) 
icckoned 138,568 Christian soids, besides 8 or 10,000 Jews — with- 
out souls ? — In the year 1763, the numbers exceeded 160,000. 
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who had fought under his banner in the Persian 
and African wars; and although that gallant 
band was reduced to five thousand men, he un- 
dertook, with such contemptible numbers, to de- 
fend a circle of twelve miles, against an army of 
one hundred and fifty thousand Barbarians. In 
the walls of Rome, which Belisarius constructed 
or restored, the materials of ancient architecture 
may be discerned' 9 ; and the whole fortification 
'was completed, except in a chasm still extant 
between the Pincian and Flaminian gates, which 
the prejudices of the Goths and Romans left 
under the effectual guard of St. Peter the apostle’' 0 . 
The battlements or bastions were shaped in sharp 
angles; a ditch, broad and deep, protected the 
foot of the rampart ; and the archers on the ram- 
part were assisted by military engines ; the balista , 
a powerful cross-bow, which darted short but 
massy arrows ; the onagri, or wild asses, which, 
on the principle of a sling, threw stones and bul- 
lets of an enormous size 11 . A chain was drawn 
across the Tyber ; the arches of the aqueducts wefc 
made impervious, and the mole or sepulchre of 

The accurate e)e of Xaulini (Roma Antic. i, I. i. c. viii. p. HI.) 
could distinguish the tiimuhiiaric opt re di Rchsario. 

so The fissure and leaning in the upper part of ihe wall, which 
Procopius obsened (Golh. J. i. c. 13.), is visible to the present 
hour (Donat. Itoma Vctus, 1. i. c. 17- p. £3, . r >4.). 

111 Lipsius (Opp. tom. iii. Poliorcet. 1. iii.) was ignorant of tin*, 
clear and conspicuous passage of Procopius (Goth. I. i- c. 21.) 
The engine was named nuypoc, the wild as>, a calcitrando (Hen. 
Steph. Thesaur, Lingua; Grsec, tom. ii. p. 1340, 1341. loin. iii. p. 
877.). I have seen an ingenious model, contrived and executed 
by general Melville, which imitates or surpasses the art of antiquity 
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Hadrian ' 12 was converted, for the first time, to the 
uses of a citadel. That venerable structure, which 
contained the ashes of the Antonines, was a cir- 
cular turret rising from a quadrangular basis : it 
was covered with the white marble of Paros, and 
decorated by the statues of gods and heroes ; 
and the lovers of the arts must read with a sigh, 
that the works of Praxiteles or Lysippus were 
tom from their lofty pedestals, and hurled into 
the ditch on the heads of the besiegers" 3 . To each" 
of his lieutenants, Belisarius assigned the defence 
of a gate, with the wise and peremptory instruc- 
tion, that, whatever might be the alarm, they 
should steadily adhere to their respective posts, 
and tmst their general for the safety of ltomc. 
The formidable host of the Goths was insufficient 
to embrace the ample measure of the city : of the 
fourteen gates, seven only were invested from the 
Praenestinc to the Flaminian way; and Vitiges 
divided his troops into six camps, each of which 
was fortified with a ditch and rampart. On the 
Tjmqw. .ride of the river, a seventh encampment 
was formed in the field or circus of the Vatican, 
for the important purpose of commanding the 

84 The description of* this mausoleum, or mole, in Procopius 
(1. i. c. W.). i* 4 iht firs I and best. The height above the walls 
<rx«8o* t," Ai9 ov On Nolli’s great plan, the sides measure 2()d 

English feel. 

83 Praxiteles excelled in Fauns, and that of Athens was his own 
master-piece. Rome now contains above thirty of the same charac- 
ter. When the ditch of St. Angelo was cleansed under Urban 
VII 1. the workmen found the sleeping Faun of the Barberini 
palace ; but a leg, a thigh, and the right arm, had been broken 
from that beautiful statue (Wirikclman, Hist, do l’Art, tom. ii. p 
iC, all. tom. * p. 2 (jo A 
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IVIilvian bridge and the course of the Tybcr ; but 
they approached with devotion the adjacent church 
of St. Peter > and the threshold of the holy apos- 
tles was respected during the siege by a Christian 
enemy. In the ages of victory, as often as the 
senate decreed some distant conquest, the consul 
denounced hostilities, by unbarring, in solemn 
pomp, the gates of the temple of Janus" 1 . Do- 
mestic war now rendered the admonition super- 
fluous, and the ceremony was superseded by the 
establishment of a new religion. Hut the brazen 
temple of Janus was left standing in the forum ; 
of a size sufficient only to contain the statue of the 
god, five cubits in height, of a human form, but 
with two faces directed to the cast and west. 
The double gates were likewise of brass ; and a 
fruitless effort to turn them on their rusty hinges, 
revealed the scandalous secret, that some Romans 
were still attached to the superstition of their 
ancestors. 

Eighteen days were employed by the besiegers, 
to provide all the instruments of attack which 
antiquity had invented. Fascines were prepared 
to fill the ditches, scaling-ladders to ascend the 
walls. The largest trees of the forest supplied 
the timbers of four battering-rams; their heads 
were armed with iron ; they were suspended by 
ropes, and each of them was worked by the la- 
bour of fifty men. The lofty wooden turrets 

84 Procopius has given the best description of the temple of 
Janus, a national deity of Latiurn (Heyne, Excurs. v. ad 1. vii. 
-®neid.). It was once a gate in the primitive city of Romulus and 
Numa (Nardini, p. 13. 256. 32Q.). Virgil has described the an- 
.cient rite, like a poet and an antiquarian. 
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chap, moved on wheels pr rollers, and formed a spaciou? • 
P^ a ^ orm the level of the rampart. On the 
morning of the nineteenth day, a general attack 
was made from the Praenestine gate to the Vati- 
can : seven Gothic columns, with their military 
engines, advanced to the assault; and the Ro- 
mans who lined the ramparts, listened with doubt 
and anxiety to the cheerful assurances of their 
commander. As soon as the enemy approached 
the ditch, Belisarius himself drew the first arrow ; • 
and such was liis strength and dexterity, that he 
transfixed the foremost of the Barbarian leaders. A 
shout of applause and victory was re-echoed along 
the wall. He drew a second arrow, and the stroke 
was followed with the same success and the same 
acclamation. The Roman general then gave the 
word, that the archers should aim at the teams of 
oxen ; they were instantly covered with mortal 
wounds ; the towers which they drew, remained 
useless and immoveable, and a single moment 
disconcerted the laborious projects of the king of the 
Goths. After this disappointment, Vitiges still 
coifTinuetC or feigued to continue, the assault of the 
Salarian gate, that, he might divert the attention 
of his adversary, while his principal forces more 
strenuously attacked the Praenestine gate and the 
sepulchre of Hadrian, at the distance of three 
miles from each other. Near the former, the 
double walls of the Vivarium ” 5 were low or 


85 Vivarium was an angle in the new Wall inclosed for wild beasts 
(Procopius, Goth. 1. i. c. 23.). The spot is still vhiblc in Nardiui 
(1. iv. c. 2. p. 15f), lt>0.) and Nolli’s great pFan of Rome. 
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broken; the fortifications of the latter were feebly CHAP, 
guarded : the vigour of the Goths was excited by 
the hope of victory and spoil; and if a single post 
had given way, the Romans, and Rome itself, 
were irrecoverably lost. This perilous day was the 
most glorious in the life of Belisarius. Amidst tu- 
mult and dismay, the whole plan of the attack and 
defence was distinctly present to his mind ; he ob- 
served the changes of each instant, weighed every 
possible advantage, transported his person, to the 
scones of danger, and communicated his spirit in 
calm and decisive orders. The contest was fiercely 
maintained from the morning to the evening ; the 
Goths were repulsed on all sides, and each Roman 
might boast, that he had vanquished thirty Barba- 
rians, if the strange disproportion of numbers w ere 
not counterbalanced by the merit of ^>nc man. 

Thirty thousand Goths, according to the confes- 
sion of their own chiefs, perished in this bloody 
action ; and the multitude of the wounded was 
equal to that of the slain. When they advanced 
to the assault, their close disorder suffered jjjjt a 
javelin to fall without effect ; and as they retired, 
the populace of the city joined the pursuit, and 
slaughtered, with impunity, the backs of their fly- 
ing enemies. Belisarius instantly sallied from the Hissaiiio. 
gates; and while the soldiers chauntcd his name 
and victory, the hostile engines of war were re- 
duced to ashes; Such was the loss and consterna- 
tion of the Goths, that, from this day, the siege 
of Rome degenerated into a tedious and indolent 
blockade; and they were incessantly harassed by 
the Roman general, who, in frequent skirmishes. 
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CHA1\ destroyed above five thousand of their bravest- 
x, ‘ l - , troops. Their cavalry was unpractised in the Use 
of the bow; their archers served on foot; and 
this divided force was incapable of contending 
with their adversaries, whose lances and arrows, 
at a distance, or at hand, were alike formidable. 
The consummate skill of Belisarius embraced the 
favourable opportunities: and as he chose the 
ground and the moment, as he pressed the charge 
or sounded the retreat™ 1 , the squadrons which 
he detached were seldom unsuccessful. These 
partial advantages diffused an impatient ardour 
among the soldiers and people, who began to feel 
the hardships of a siege, and to disregard the 
dangers of a general engagement. Each plebeian 
conceived himself to be an hero, and the infan- 
try, who^since the decay of discipline, were re- 
jected from the line of battle, aspired to the 
ancient honours of the Roman legion. Belisarius 
praised the spirit of his troops, condemned their 
presumption, yielded to their clamours, and pre- 
pa id th e remedies of a defeat, the possibility of 
which he alone had courage to suspect. In the 
quarter of the Vatican, the Romans prevailed; and 
if the irreparable moments had not been wasted 
in the pillage of the «amp, they might have occu- 
pied the Milvian bridge, and charged in the rear 
of the Gothic host. On the other side of the 

For the Roman trumpet and its various note*', consult Lipsms, 
de Militifi Romana (Opp. loin. iii. L iv. Dialog, x. p. 125 — 12Q-). 
A mode of distinguishing the charge by the korse-t turn pet of solid 
brass, and the reheat hv the foot-trumpet of leather and light wood, 

. was recommended by Procopius, and adopted by Belisarius (Cioth 
J. ii.c. 2J.V 
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Tyber, Bclisarius advanced from the Pincian and chap. 
Salarian gates. But his army, four thousand sol- 
diers perhaps, was lost in a spacious plain ; they 
were encompassed and oppressed by fresh multi- 
tudes, who continually relieved the broken ranks 
of the Barbarians. The valiant leaders of the 
infantry were unskilled to conquer ; they died : 
the retreat (an hasty retreat) was covered by the 
prudence of the general, and the victors started 
back with affright from the formidable aspect of 
an armed rampart. The reputation of Belisarius 
was unsullied by a defeat ; and the vain confidence 
of the Goths was not less serviceable to his de- 
signs, than the repentance and modesty of the 
Roman troops. 

From the moment that Bclisarius had deter- Dior^oT 
mined to sustain a siege, his assiduous care pro- llu ' lty 
vided Rome against the danger of famine, more 
dreadful than the Gothic arms. An extraordi- 
nary supply of corn was imported from Sicily : the 
harvests of Campania and Tuscany were forcibly 
swept for the use of the city ; and the rights of 
private property were infringed by the strong jflea 
of the public safety. It might easily be foreseen 
that the enemy would intercept the aqueducts; 
and the cessation of the water-mills was the first 
inconvenience, which was speedily removed by 
mooring large vessels, and fixing mill-stones in 
the current of the river. The stream was soon 
embarrassed by the trunks of trees, and polluted 
with dead bodies : yet so effectual were the pre- 
cautions of the Roman general, that the waters 
. of the Tyber still continued to give motion to 
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the mills and drink to the inhabitants: the more, 
distant quarters were supplied from domestic 
wells; and a besieged city might support, with- 
out impatience, the privation of her public baths. 
A large portion of Home, from the Praenestine 
gate to the church of St. Paul, was never in- 
vested by the Goths; their excursions were re- 
strained by the activity of the Moorish troops : 
the navigation of the Tyber, and the Latin, 
Appian,.and Ostian ways, were left free and un- 
molested for the introduction of corn and cattle, 
or the retreat of the inhabitants, who sought a 
refuge in Campania or Sicily. Anxious to relieve 
himself from an useless and devouring multitude, 
Belisarius issued his peremptory orders for the 
instant departure of the women, the children, and 
slaves ; required his soldiers to dismiss their male 
and female attendants, and regulated their allow- 
ance, that one moiety should be given in provi- 
sions, and the other in money. His foresight was 
justified by the increase of the public distress, as 
soon as th e Goths had occupied two important 
posfs in the neighbourhood of Rome. By the loss 
of die port, or, as it is now called, the city of 
Porto, he was deprived of the country on the right 
of the Tyber, and the best communication with 
the sea; and he reflected with grief and anger, 
that three hundred men, could he have spared 
such a feeble band, might have defended its im- 
pregnable works. Seven miles from the capital, 
between the Appian and the Latin ways, two 
principal aqueducts crossing, and again crossing 
each other, inclosed within their solid and lofty 
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•arches a fortified space 07 , where Vitigcs established c h ar 
a camp of seven thousand Goths to intercept the 
convoys of Sicily and Campania. The granaries 
of Rome were insensibly exhausted, the adjacent 
country had been wasted with fire and sword ; 
such scanty supplies as might yet be obtained by 
hasty excursions, were the reward of valour, and 
the purchase of wealth : the forage of the horses, 
and the bread of the soldiers, never failed ; but 
in the last months of the siege, the people were 
exposed to the miseries of scarcity, unwholesome 
food 1 " 1 , and contagious disorders. Belisarius saw 
and pitied their sufferings ; but he had foreseen, 
and he watched the decay of their loyalty, and 
the progress of their discontent. Adversity had 
awakened the Romans from the dreams of gran- 
deur and freedom, and taught them the humi- 
liating lesson, that it was of small moment to 
their real happiness, whether the name of their 
master was derived from the Gothic or the Latin 
language. The lieutenant of .Justinian listened to 
their just complaints, but he rejected with disdain 
the idea of flight or capitulation ; repressed their 
clamorous impatience for battle; amused them 

,5 7 Procopius (Goth. I. ii. c. 3.) has forgot to name lhr.se aque- 
ducts : nor can such a double intersection, at such a distance from 
Rome, he clearly ascertained from the writing of From inti" Fahretli 
and Kschinard, de Aquis and do Agro Romano, or from the local 
maps of Lameti and Cingolani. Seven or eight miles from llu* city 
(50 stadia), on the road to Albano, between the Latin Jnd Appian 
ways, 1 discern the remains of an aqueduct (probably theSeptiiniun), 
a series (630 paces) of arches twenty-five feet high (v^.tp irayav ). 

They made sausages, ahXara;, of mule's flesh : unwholesome, 
if the animals had died of the plague. Otherwise the famous 
Bologna sausages are said to be made of flesh (Voyages de I.a- 
bat, tom, ii. p. 218.). 
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chap, with- the prospect of sure and speedy relief; and' 
secured himself and the city from the effects of 
their despair or treachery. Twice in each month 
he changed the station of the officers to whom 
the custody of the gates was committed: the 
various precautions, of patrolcs, watch -words, 
lights, and music, were repeatedly employed to 
discover whatever passed on the ramparts ; out- 
guards were posted beyond the ditch, and the 
trusty vigilance of dogs supplied the more doubt- 
ful fidelity of mankind. A letter was intercepted, 
which assured the king of the Goths, that the 
Asinarian gate, adjoining to the Lateran church, 
I'xilr <>r s ^ ou ld be secretly opened to his troops. On the 
pope Syl- proof or suspicion of treason, several senators 
A. 1 T) \*i7. were banished, and the pope Sylvcrius was sum- 
Not. 17 moned to attend the representative of his sove- 
reign, at his head-quarters in the Pincian palace 1 * 
The ecclesiastics who followed their bishop, were 
detained in the first or second apartment and 
lie alone was admitted to the presence of Reli- 
sajjus^ The conqueror of Rome and Cartilage 
was modestly seated at the feet of Antonina, 
who reclined on a stately couch : the general 
was silent, hut the voice of reproach and menace 

iH> The name of the palace, the hill, and the adjoining gate, were 
all derived from the senator Pincius. Some recent wstiges of tem- 
ples and churches are now smoothed in the garden of the Minims 
of the Trinita del Monte (Nardini, 1. iv. c. 7. }>• E<chinard f p. 

210. the old plan of Bnffalino, and the greai plan of Nolli.). 
Belisarius had fixed his station between the Pincian and Salarian 
gates (Procop. Goth. 1. i. c. 15.). 

s* 1 ' From the mention of the primmn et secundum wlum, 
should seem that Rclisarius, even in a siege, represented the emperor, 
and maintained the proud cereinonii^l ol the Byzantine palace 
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■ issued from the mouth of his imperious wife, chaiv 
A ccused by credible witnesses, and the evidence 
of his own subscription, tlic successor of St. Peter 
was despoiled of his pontifical ornaments, clad 
in the mean habit of a monk, and embarked, 
without delay, for a distant exile in the East. 

At the emperor’s command, the clergy of Home 
proceeded to the choice of a new bishop ; and 
after a solemn invocation of the Holy Ghost, 

‘elected the deacon Vigilius, who had purchased 
the papal throne by a bribe of tw'o hundred 
pounds of. gold. The profit, and consequently 
the guilt, of this simony, was imputed to Heli- 
sarius : blit the hero obeyed the orders of his 
wife; Antonina served the passions of the em- 
press ; and Theodora lavished her treasures, in 
the vain hope of obtaining a pontiff hostile or 
indifferent to the council of Chalccdoiv". 

The epistle of Helisarius to the emperor an- Deli\n- 
nounced his victory, his danger, and his resolu- 
tion. “ According to your commands, wc have 
“ entered the dominions of the Goths, and re- 
“ duced to your obedience, Sicily, Campania;* 

“ and the city of Home ; but the loss of these 
“ conquests will be more disgraceful than their 
“ acquisition w'as glorious. Hitherto we have 
“ successfully fought against the multitudes of 
“ the Barbarians, but their multitudes may 

411 Of this act of sacrilege, Procopius (Goili. I. i. c. is a dry 
And reluctant witness. The narratives of Liberal us ^Brcv iarium, c. 

22.) and Anabta&ins (de V it. Pont. p. 39 .) are characteristic, but 
passionate. Hear the execrations of Cardinal Baronins (A . 1 >. 

N°. J23. A. D. 538, 4 — W.) : portcntiiin, liicimr. omni e\t- 

cratione dignum. 



240 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


ciiar « finally prevail. Victory is the gift of Provl- 

“ dence, but the reputation of kings and ge- 

“ nerals depends on the success or the failure 

M of their designs. Permit me to speak with 

u freedom : if you wish that wc should live, 
“ send us subsistence ; if you desire that we 
“ should conquer, send us arms, horses, and men. 
“ The Homans have received us as friends and 
<c deliverers : but in our present distress, they 
“ will be cither betrayed by their confidence, 
66 or we shall be oppressed by their treachery 
M and hatred. For myself, my life is conse- 
“ crated to your service : it is yours to reflect, 
‘ £ whether my death in this situation will con- 
“ tribute to the glory and prosperity of your 
“ reign.” Perhaps that reign would have been 
equally prosperous, if the peaceful master of the 
East had abstained from the conquest of Africa 
and Italy : but as Justinian was ambitious of 
fame, he made some efforts, they were feeble 
and languid,' to support and rescue his victori- 
es "general. A reinforcement of sixteen hun- 
dred Sclavonians and Huns was led by Martin 
and Valerian ; and as they had reposed during 
the winter season in the harbours of Greece, 
the strength of the men and horses was not im- 
paired by the fatigues of a sea-voyage ; and they 
distinguished their valour in the first sally against 
the besiegers. About the time of the summer 
solstice, Eutlialius landed at Terracina with 
large sums of money for the payment of the 
troops : he cautiously proceeded along the Ap- 
pian way, and this convoy entered Rome through 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


S41 

•the gate Capena #a , while Belisarius, on tlie other chap. 
side, diverted the attention of the Goths by a 
vigorous and successful skirmish. These season- 
able aids, the use and reputation of which were 
dexterously managed by the Roman general, 
revived the courage, or at least the hopes, of 
the soldiers and people. The historian Proco- 
pius was dispatched with an important commis- 
sion, to collect the troops and provisions which 
' Campania could furnish, or Constantinople had 
sent; and the secretary of Belisarius was soon 
followed by Antonina herself' 11 , who boldly tra- 
versed the posts of the enemy, and returned with 
the Oriental succours to the relief of her hus- 
band and the besieged city. A fleet of three 
thousand Isaurians cast anchor in the bay of 
Naples, and afterwards at Ostia. Above two 
thousand horse, of whom a part were Thracians, 
landed at Tarentum ; and, after the junction of 
five hundred soldiers of Campania, and a train of 
waggons laden with wine and flour, they directed 
their march on the Appian way, from Capua to 
the neighbourhood of Rome. The forces that 
arrived by land and sea, were united at the mouth 
of the Tybcr. Antonina convened a council of 
war: it was resolved to surmount with sails and 
oars, the adverse stream of the river : and the 


9- The old Catena was removed Iiy Aurcli.m to, nr near, the 
modern gate of Si. Sc bag linn (see Nolli’s plan.)- Thai memorable 
spot has been, consecrated by the Egerum gsme, the memory of 
Numa, triu pi plial arclus, the sepulchres of tlu Scipios, Miudtij &c. 
9* The expression of Procopius ha, an im idiom cast — r^/rv ^ 

Toy StT$3r?.;y; TTJV 7tl7l b li* C 4.V ^ i I 

he is speaKing of j woman. 

voi,. vii. 


H 
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Bel inarms 
recovers 
many 
cities of 
Italy. 


Goths were apprehensive of disturbing, by any* 
rash hostilities, the negociation to which Belisa- 
rius had craftily listened. They credulously be- 
lieved that they saw no more than the vanguard 
of a fleet and army, which already covered the 
Ionian sea and the plains of Campania ; and the 
illusion was supported by the haughty language 
of the Roman general, when he gave audience 
to the ambassadors of Vitigcs. After a specious 
discourse to vindicate the justice of his cause, 
they declared, that, for the sake of peace, they 
were disposed to renounce the possession of Si- 
cily. “ The emperor is not less generous,” re- 
plied liis lieutenant, with a disdainful smile, “ in 
“ return for a gift which you no longer possess ; 
“ lie presents you with an ancient province of 
“ the empire ; he resigns to the Goths the sove- 
“ reignty of the British island.” Bclisarius rejected 
with equal firmness and contempt the offer of a 
tribute ; but he allowed the Gothic ambassadors 
to seek their fate from the mouth of Justinian 
hjmself ;-and consented, with seeming reluctance, 
to a truce of three months, from the winter sol- 
stice to the equinox of spring. Prudence might 
not safely trust cither the oaths or hostages of the 
Barbarians, but the conscious superiority of the 
Roman chief was expressed in the distribution of 
his troops. As soon as fear or hunger compelled 
the Goths to evacuate Alba, Porto, and Ccntum- 
ccllac, their place was instantly supplied ; the gar- 
risons of Nami, Spoleto, and Perusia, were 
reinforced, and the seven camps of the besiegers 
were gradually encompassed with the calamities of 
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a siege. The prayers and pilgrimage of Datius, chap. 
bishop of Milan, were not without effect ; and he 
obtained one thousand Thracians and I saurian?, 
to assist the revolt of Liguria against her Arian 
tyrant. At the same time, John the Sanguin- 
ary the nephew of Vitalian, was detached with 
two thousand chosen horse, first to Alba on the 
Fucinc lake, and afterwards to the frontiers of 
PiccniimgOn the Iladriatic sea. “ In that pro- 
“ vince,” said Bclisarius, “ the Goths have de- 
“ posited their families and treasures, without a 
“ guard or the suspicion of danger. Doubtless 
“ they will violate the truce: let them feel your 
“ presence, before they hear of your motions-. 

“ Spare the Italians ; suffer not any fortified places 
“ to remain hostile in your rear; and faithfully ie- 
“ serve the spoil for an equal and common par - 
“ tition. It would not be reasonable,” he added 
with a laugh, “ that whilst we are toiling to the 
“ destruction of the drones, our more fortunate 
“ brethren should rifle and enjoy the honey.” 

The whole nation of the Ostrogoths had beer _The Goths 
assembled for the attack, and was almost entirely 
consumed in the siege of Rome. If any credit 
be due to an intelligent spectator, onc-tliird at 
least of their enormous host was destroyed, in fre- 
quent and bloody combats under the walls of the 
city. The bad fame and pernicious qualities of 
the summer air, might already be imputed to the 
decay of agriculture and population ; and the evils 
of famine and pestilence were aggravated by their 

*- 14 Aiustiteiua (p. 40.) bus preserved tlua epithet o( Sungui noting 
ttdiich might do houonr to a tyger. 
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('MAP. own licentiousness, and the unfriendly disposition 
of the country. While Vitiges struggled with 
his fortune ; while lie hesitated between shame 
and ruin ; his retreat was hastened by domestic 
alarms. The king of the Goths was informed 
by trembling messengers, that John the Sanguin- 
ary spread the devastations of war from the 
Apenninc to the Hadriatic ; that the rich spoils 
and innumerable captives of Piccnum were, 
lodged in the fortifications of Rimini ; and that 
this formidable chief had defeated his uncle, in- 
sulted his capital, and seduced, by secret corre- 
spondence, the fidelity of his wife, the imperious 
daughter of Amalasontlia. Y et, before he retired, 
Vitiges made a last effort, either to storm or to sur- 
prise the city. A secret passage was discovered 
in one of the aqueducts; two citizens of the Va- 
tican were tempted by bribes to intoxicate the 
guards of the Aurelian gate ; an attack was me- 
ditated on the walls beyond the Tyber, in a place 
which was not fortified with towers ; and the. 

^ ^Barbarians advanced. With torches and scaling- 
ladders, to the assault of the Pincian gate. 
But every attempt was defeated by the intrepid 
vigilance of Belisarius and his band of veterans, 
who, in the most perilous moments, did not regret 
the absence of their companions ; and the Goths, 
alike destitute of hope and subsistence, clamorously 
urged their departure, before the truce should ex- 
pire, and the Roman cavalry should again lx; 
united. One year and nine days after the com- 
mencement of the siege, an army, so lately strong 
and triumphant, burnt their tents, and tumultu- 
ously repassed the Milvian bridge. They repassed 
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not with impunity: their thronging multitudes, cn.vr. 
oppressed in a narrow passage, were driven head- 
long into the Tyber, by their own fears and the 
pursuit of the enemy ; and the lloman general, 
sallying from the Pincian gate, inflicted a severe 
and disgraceful wound on their retreat. The 
slow length of a sickly and desponding host was 
heavily dragged along the Flaminian way; from 
whence the Barbarians were sometimes com- 
pelled to deviate, lest they should encounter the 
hostile garrisons that guarded the high road to 
Rimini and Ravenna. Yet so powerful was this 
flying army, that Vitiges spared ten thousand 
men for the defence of the cities which lie was 
most solicitous to preserve, and detached his 
nephew Uraias, with an adequate force, for the 
chastisement of rebellious Milan. At the head 
of his principal army, he besieged Rimini, only 
thirty-three miles distant from the Gothic capi- 
tal. A feeble rampart, and a shallow ditch, 
were maintained by the skill and valour of John 
the Sanguinary, who shared the danger and fa- 
tigue of the meanest soldier, and emulated, on ” 
a theatre less illustrious, the military virtues of 
his great commander. The towers xuid batter- j”? 
ing engines of the Barbarians were rendered 
useless ; their attacks were repulsed ; and the 
tedious blockade, which reduced the garrison to 
the last extremity of hunger, afforded time for 
the union and march of the Roman forces. A 
fleet which had surprised -Ancona, sailed along 
the coast of the Iladriatie, to the relief of the 
besieged city. The eunuch Nurses landed in 
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chap. Piccnum with two thousand Heruli and five 
thousand of the bravest troops of the East. The 
rock of the Apcnnine was forced ; ten thousand 
veterans moved round the foot of the mountains, 
under the command of Belisarius himself ; and a 
new army, whose encampment blazed with in- 
numerable lights, appeared to advance along .the 
Flammian way. Overwhelmed with astonish- 
ment and despair, the Goths abandoned the siege 
of llimini, their tents, their standards, and their 
leaders; and Vitiges, who gave or followed the 
i{ llcnna cxam r lc °f flight, never halted till he found a 
shelter within the walls and morasses of Ravenna. 


To these walls, and to some fortresses destitute 
iium gene- of any mutual support, the Gothic monarchy was 
ms’ A D now re fl uce fl* The provinces of Italy had em- 
braced the party of the emperor ; and his army, 
gradually recruited to the number of twenty 
thousand men, must have atchieved an easy and 
rapid conquest, if their invincible powers had 
not been weakened by the discord of the Ro- 
man chiefs. Before the end of the siege, an 
'act of blood, ambiguous and indiscreet, sullied 
the fair feme of Belisarius. Prcsidius, a loyal 
Italian, as he flqd from Ravenna to Rome, was 
rudely stopped by Constantine, the military go- 
• vernor of Spolcto, and despoiled, even in a 
church, of two daggers richly inlaid with gold 
and precious stones. As soon as the public 
danger had subsided, Presidius complained of 
the loss and injury: his complaint was heard, 
but the order of restitution was disobeyed by 
the pride and avarice of the offender. Exaspe- 
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rated by the delay, Presidius boldly arrested the 
general’s horse as he passed through the forum ; 
and with the sjiirit of a citizen, demanded the 
common benefit of the Roman laws. The honour 
of Belisarius was engaged; he summoned a coun- 
cil; claimed the obedience of his subordinate offi- 
cer; and was provoked, by an insolent reply, to 
call hastily for the presence of his guards. Con- 
stantine, viewing their entrance as the signal of 
death, drew his sword, and rushed on the general, 
who nimbly eluded the stroke, and was protected 
by his friends; while the desperate assassin was 
disarmed, dragged into a neighbouring chamber, 
and executed, or rather murdered, by the guards, 
at the arbitrary command of Belisarius" 3 . In this 
hasty act of violence, the guilt of Constantine was linc - 
no longer remembered; the despair and death of that 
valiant officer were secretly imputed to the revenge 
of Antonina ; and each of his colleagues, conscious 
of the same rapine, was apprehensive of the same 
fate. The fear of a common enemy suspended the 
effects of their envy and discontent; but in the 
confidence of approaching victory, they instigated” 
a powerful rival to oppose the conqueror of Rome 
and Africa. Prom the domestic sen' ice of the 
palace, and the administration of the private re- The • u - 
venuc, Narses the eunuch was suddenly exalted Nanu., 

~ 15 This transaction is related in the public history (fj'otli. I. ii. r. 

#.) with candour or caution; in the Anecdotes (e. 7.) vitjh male- 
volence or freedom; but Marcellinus, or rather his contimiator (in 
Chrnn.), casts a shade of premeditated assassination over the death 
of Toiistaimne. He had performed good sen ice at Rome and 
S|>r>|,'h) (Prornp. (ioth, 1. i. c. 7 lO; but Alcmannus conk’Uird 
.Ijim with a ConsLuituuua comes &tubuli. 
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CHAP, to the head of an army ; and the spirit of an hero, ' 
w ^ 10 a fterwards equalled the merit and glory of 
Belijsarius, served only to perplex the operations 
of the Gothic war. To his prudent counsels, the 
relief of Rimini was ascribed by the leaders of the 
discontented faction, who exhorted Narscs to as- 
sume an independent and separato command. The 
epistle of Justinian had indeed enjoined his obedi- 
ence to the general; but the dangerous exception, 

“ as far as may be advantageous to the public ser- " 
vice,” reserved some freedom of judgment to the 
discreet favourite, who had so lately departed from 
the sacred and familiar conversation of his sove- 
reign. In the exercise of this doubtful right, the 
eunuch perpetually dissented from the opinions of 
Bdisarius ; and, after yielding with reluctance to 
the siege of Urbino, lie deserted his colleague in 
the night, and marched away to the conquest of the 
iEmiliau province. The fierce and formidable 
bands of the Heruli were attached to the person 
of Narscs' 1 "; ten thousand Romans and confe- 
derates were persuaded to march under his ban- 
-«cr8 ; every malecontcnt embraced the fair op- 
portunity of revenging his private or imaginary 
wrongs; and the remaining troops of Bclisarius 
were divided and dispersed from the garrisons of 
Firmness Sicily to the shores of the Hadriatic. Ilis skill 
ri»yof th<l aU( l perseverance overcame every obstacle: Ur- 
Hihsarius. ]ji no was taken, the sieges of Fsesulac, Orvicto, 

9^ They refused to serve after his departure; sold their captives 
and cattle to t)ie Goths ; and swore never to fight against them 
iVocn pius introduces a curious digression on the manners and ad- 
ventures of tim wandeiing nation, a jwrt of whom filially emi- 
grated to Thule or Scandinavia (Goth. 1. ii. c. 14, la.)* 
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and Auximum, were undertaken and vigorously nui\ 
prosecuted ; and the eunucli Nurses was at length XLI - 
recalled to the domestic cares of the palace. All 
dissensions were healed, and all opposition was 
subdued, by the temperate authority of the 
Roman general, to whom his enemies could not 
refuse their esteem; and Belisarius inculcated 
the salutary lesson, that the forces of the state 
should compose one body, and be animated by 
one soul. Hut in the interval of discord, the 
Goths were permitted to breathe ; an important 
season was lost, Milan was destroyed, and the 
northern provinces of Italy were afflicted by an 
inundation of the Franks. 

When Justinian first meditated the conquest of Irn.iMon 
Italy, he sent ambassadors to the kings of the i;!, 1 t , |’ ly 
.b ranks, au d adjured them, by the common ties of 
alliance and religion, to join in the holy enter- 
prise against the Arians. The Goths, as their 
wants were more urgent, employed a more effec- 
tual mode of persuasion, and vainly strove, by 
the gift of lands and money, to purchase the 
friendship, or at least the neutrality, of a light” 
and perfidious nation 97 . But the arms of Belisa- 
rius, and the revolt of the Italians, had no sooner 
shaken the Gothic monarchy, than Thcodebcrt 
of Austrasia, the most powerful and warlike of 
the Merovingian kings, was persuaded to succour 
tlicir distress by an indirect and seasonable aid. 
Without expecting the consent of their sovereign, 
ten thousand Burgundians, his recent subjects, 

1)7 This national reproach of perfidy (IVocop. Goth. I. ii. c. Z'j.) 
oflends the car of Iai Motile le Vayer (tom. \ lii. p. ^ 

* ho uiiiciseb, as if lie had not read, the Greek historian. 
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descended from the Alps, and joined the troops ' 
which Vitiges had sent to chastise the revolt of 
Milan. After an obstinate siege, the capital of 
Liguria was reduced by famine, but no capitula- 
tion could be obtained, except for the safe retreat 
of the Roman garrison. Datius, the orthodox 
bishop, who had seduced his countrymen to rebel- 
lion 0 " and ruin, escaped to the luxury and honours 
of the Byzantine court 00 ; but the dergy, perhaps 
the Arian clergy, were slaughtered at the foot of • 
their own altars by the defenders of the Catholic 
faith. Three hundred thousand males were re- 
ported to be slain 100 ; the female sex, and the 
more precious spoil, was resigned to the Bur- 
gundians ; and the houses, or at least the walls, of 
Milan, were levelled with the ground. The 
Goths, in their last moments, were revenged by 
the destruction of a city, second only to Rome in 
size and opulence, in the splendour of its build- 
ings, or the number of its inhabitants; and 
Bclisarius sympathized alone in the fate of his 
deserted and devoted friends. Encouraged by 
"this successful inroad, Theodebert himself, in the 
ensuing spring, invaded the plains of Italy with 

90 Baronius applauds his treason, and justifies the Catholic bishops 
-~qui no sub horctico principc elegant omnem lapidcin movent — 
an useful caution. The more rational Aluratori (Aimali d’ltalia, 
tom. v. p. 54 .) hints at the guilt of perjury, and blames at least the 
imprudence of Datius. 

t>U St . Datius was more successful against devils than a gain. U Barba- 
rians. lie travelled with a numerous retinue, and occupied a tC’orinth 
a large house (Baronius, A. D. 538, N°. 89 . A. D. 53<), N°. 20 .). 

100 m TctaxovTx (compare l\ocopiu% Goth. 1. ii. c. 7- £1-)* 
Yet such population U inendiblo ; ai. l the second ur third <**ty ol 
Italy mod not repine if vu only decimate the number* of the pro-' 
*ont text. Both Milan and Genoa rc\i\eu m Ic=* than 1 hirty yt«u> 
fPauI Diacon. do Gcsth 1 angobard. 1. 11 e. JjO 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

•an army of one hundred thousand Barbarians 101 . 
The king, and ' some chosen followers, were 
mounted on horseback, and armed with lances: 
the infantry, without bows or spears, were satisfied 
with a shield, a sword, and a double-edged battle- 
axe, which, in their hands, became a deadly and 
unerring weapon. Italy trembled at the march 
of the Franks ; and both the Gothic prince and 
the Roman general, alike ignorant of their de- 
signs, solicited, with hope and terror, the friend- 
ship of these dangerous allies. Till he had secured 
the passage of the Po on the bridge of Pavia, the 
grandson of Clovis dissembled his intentions, 
which he at length declared, by assaulting, almost 
at the same instant, the hostile camps of the 
Romans and Goths. Instead of uniting their 
arms, they fled with equal precipitation ; and the 
fertile, though desolate provinces of Idguria and 
./Emilia, were abandoned to a licentious host of 
Barbarians, whose rage was not mitigated by any 
thoughts of settlement or conquest. Among the 
cities which they ruined, Genoa, not yet con- 
structed of marble, is particularly enumerated : 
and the deaths of thousands, according to the 
regular practice of war, appear to have excited 
less horror than some idolatrous sacrifices of 
women and children, which were performed 
with impunity in the camp of the most Christian 
king. If it were not a melancholy truth, that 

101 Besides Procopius, perhaps loo Roman, see tin* Chronicle'. <if 
Marius and Mum-Hinus .h*rnandes fin Sucres. Rctin. in Mura- 
tori, tom. i. p. ?1I.\ .md f-ire^nrv of 'Tours (1. iii. c. in tom ii. 
of ihc Historian < f Trance. \ Gregory juippiws a defeat of ifrli- 
-iini", who, in Aininui Ic (iesii- 1/rmic. i. li. f\ uj. in loin i<i p 
>'} }, i- iUiu by i he In ik-. * 
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the first and most cruel sufferings must be the lot* 
of the innocent and helpless, history might exult 
in the misery of the conquerors, who, in the 
midst of riches, were left destitute of bread or 
wine, reduced to drink the waters of the Po, and 
to feed on the flesh of distempered cattle. The 
dysentery swept away onc-tliird of their army ; 
and the clamours of his subjects, who were im- 
patient to pass the Alps, disposed Thcodebcrt to 
listen with respect to the mild exhortations of 
llelisarius. The memory of this inglorious and 
destructive warfare was perpetuated on the medals 
of Gaul ; and Justinian, without unsheathing his 
sword, assumed the title of conqueror of the 
Franks. The Merovingian prince was offended 
by the vanity of the emperor; lie affected to 
pity the fallen fortunes of the Goths; and his 
insidious offer of a federal union was fortified 
by the promise or menace of descending from 
the Alps at tlic head of five hundred thousand 
men. His plans of conquest were boundless 
and perhaps chimerical. The king of Austrasia 
threatened to chastise Justinian, and to march to 
the gates of Constantinople Ul? : he was over- 
thrown and slain 103 by a wild bull 101 , as he hunted 
in the Bclgic'or German forests. 

lofl Agathias, 1. i. p. 14, 15. Could he have seduced or subdued 
the Gepidac or Lombards of Pannonia, the Greek Jiistorian is con- 
fident that he must have been destroyed in Thrace. 

i«3 The king pointed his spear —the bull overturned, & tree on his 
head— he expired the same day. Such is the story of Agathias ; but 
the original historians of France (tom. ii. p. 201 ?. 403 . 568. 6(57 ) 
hnputehis death to a fever. 

K* Without losing myself in a labyrinth of species and names — the. 
auioehi,unis,bisons,bubulus,bunabus > bufhdo,is:c. (£uflun,HLt-Nai ■ 
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’ As soon as Belisarius was delivered from his chap. 
foreign and domestic enemies* he seriously applied 
bis forces to the final reduction of Italy. In the -Hclis.irius 
siege of Osimo* the general was nearly transpierced Si'S 
with an arrow', if the mortal stroke had not been 
intercepted by one of his guards, who lost, in that 
pious office, the use of his hand. The Goths of ’ 

Osimo, four thousand warriors, with those of 
FscsuLb and the Cottian Alps, were among the 
last who maintained their independence ; and their 
gallant resistance, which almost tired the patience, 
deserved the esteem, of the conqueror. His pru- 
dence refused to subscribe the safe conduct which 
they asked, to join their brethren of ltavenna; but 
they saved, by an honourable capitulation, one 
moiety at least of their wealth, with the free alter- 
native of retiring peaceably to their estates, or 
enlisting to serve the emperor in his Persian wars. 

The multitudes which yet adhered to the standard 
of Vitiges, far surpassed the number of the Roman 
troops ; but neither prayers, nor defiance, nor the 
extreme danger of his most faithful subjects, could # 
tempt the Gothic king beyond the fortifications of ~ 
Ravenna. These fortifications were, indeed, im- 
pregnable to the assaults of art or violence; and 
when Belisarius invested the capital, he was soon 
convinced that famine only could tame the stub- 
born spirit of the Barbarians. The sea, the land, 
and the channels of the Po, were guarded by the 

tom. xu ami Supplement, tom. iii. vi.) § it is certain, that in the 
sixth ccnmrv a large nn ilt] species of horneil cattle was* hunted in 
the great forests of the Vosges* in Lorraine, and the Ardennes 
tCireg. Turon. tom. ii. 1. x. t\ it» p. 
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vigilance of the Roman general ; and Ills morality 
extended the rights of war to the practice of 
poisoning the waters 105 , and secretly firing the 
granaries l0f> of a besieged city 1 " 7 . While he pressed 
the blockade of Ravenna, he was surprised by the 
arrival of two ambassadors from Constantinople, 
with a treaty of peace, which Justinian had im- 
prudently signed, without deigning to consult the 
author of his victory. By this disgraceful and 
precarious agreement, Italy and the Gothic trea- 
sure were divided, and the provinces beyond the 
Po were left with the regal title to the successor 
of Tlicodoric. The ambassadors were eager to 
accomplish their salutary commission ; the captive 
Vitigcs accepted, with transport, the unexpected 
offer of a crown ; honour was less prevalent among 
the Goths, than the want and appetite of food; 
and the Roman chiefs, who murmured at the 
continuance of the war, professed implicit sub- 


105 In the siege of Auximum, he first laboured lo demolish an 
old aquoduct, and then cast into the stream, 1. dead bodies ; 2. mis- 
chievous herbs ; and 3. quick lime, which is named (says Procopius, 

ii. c. 20.) Ttrcuor by the ancients $ by the moderns ar&rof- Yet 
both words arc used as synonymous in Galen, Dioscorides, and 
Lucian (Hen. Steph. Thesaur. Ling. Grrec. tom. iii. p. 748. 

106 The Goths suspected Mathasuintha as an accomplice in the 
mischief, which perhaps was occasioned by accidental lightning. 

10 7 In strict philosophy, a limitation of tlic rights of war seems 
to imply nonsense and contradiction. Grotius himself is lost in an 
idle distinction between the jus naturae and the jus gentium, be- 
tween poison and infection. He balances in one stale the passages 
of Ilomcr (Odyss. A. LV><). ifcc.) and Floras (I. ii. c. 20. N°, 7. nit .) ; 
and in the other, the examples of Solon (Pausanias, 1. x. c. 370 and 
Belisarius. See his great work l)e Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. iii. c. 4. 
s. 15, 1(5, 17- and in Barbeyrae’s \ersion. tom. ii. p. 257, &c.). Yet 
1 can understand the benefit and validity of an agreement,- tacit or 
express, mutually to abstain from certain inodes of hostility. Sec 
the Amphictyonic oath h,i Kschincs, dc Falsa Lcgatiotie. 
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mission to the commands of the emperor. If Beli- 
sarius had possessed only the courage of a soldier, 
the laurel would have been snatched from his hand 
by timid and envious counsels ; but in this deci- 
sive moment, he resolved, with the magnanimity 
of a statesman, to sustain alone the danger and 
merit of generous disobedience. Each of his officers 
gave a written opinion, that the siege of llavcnna 
was impracticable and hopeless : the general then 
rejected the treaty of partition, and declared his 
own resolution of leading Vitiges in chains to the 
feet of Justinian. The Goths retired with doubt 
and dismay: this peremptory refusal deprived them 
of the only signature which they could trust, and 
filled their minds with a just apprehension, that a 
sagacious enemy had discovered the full extent of 
their deplorable state. They compared the fame 
and fortune of Relisarius with the weakness of 
their ill-fated king ; and the comparison suggested 
an extraordinary project, to which Vitiges, with 
apparent resignation, was compelled to acquiesce. 
Partition would ruin the strength, exile would 
disgrace the honour, of the nation ; hut they offered 
their arms, their treasures, and the fortifications of 
Ravenna, if Belisarius would disclaim the authority 
of a master, accept the choice of the Goths, and 
assume, as lie had deserved, the kingdom of Italy. 
If the false lustre of a diadem could have templed 
the loyalty of a faithful subject, his prudence must 
have foreseen the inconstancy of the Barbarians, 
and his rational ambition would prefer the safe 
and honourable station of a Roman general. Even 
the patience and seeming satisfaction with which 
he entertained a proposal of treason^ might he 
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chap, susceptible of a malignant interpretation. Bat 
the lieutenant of Justinian was conscious of his 
own rectitude ; he entered into a dark and crooked 
path, as it might lead to the voluntary submission 
of the Goths ; and his dexterous policy persuaded 
them that he was disposed to comply with their 
wishes, without engaging an oath or a promise 
for the performance of a treaty which he secretly 
abhorred. The day of the surrender of Ravenna 
was stipulated by the Gothic ambassadors: a fleet, 
laden with provisions, sailed as a welcome guest 
miMiics into the deepest recess of the harbour : the gates 
IhiVking- were opened to the fancied king of Italy; and Beli- 
jt.Mn oi sarius, without meeting an enemy, triumphantly 
a. I). />3<)» marched through the streets of an impregnable 
bci! city 11 ". The Romans were astonished by their 
success ; the multitude of tall and robust Barba- 
rians were confounded by the image of their own 
patience ; and the masculine females, spitting in 
the faces of their sons and husbands, most bitterly 
reproached them for betraying their dominion and 
freedom to these pygmies of the south, contemp- 
tible in their numbers, diminutive in their stature. 
Before the Goths could recover from the first 
surprise, and claim the accomplishment of their 
doubtful hopes, the victor established his power 


i 08 Ravenna was taken, not in the year 340, but in the latter end 
of 539; and Pagi (tom. ii. p. 569 .) is rectified by Muratori (Annali 
d Vital ia, tom, v. p. () 2 .), who proves, from an original act on papyrus 
(Anticjuit. Jtali*T Mcdii jEvi, tom. ii. dissert, xxxii. p. 999 — 1 007* 
Maflci, Istoria Diplomat, p. 155— 1(>0.), that before the third of‘ 
January 5 40,, peace and free correspondence were restored between 
Ravenna and Facnza. 
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in Ravenna, beyond the danger of repentance and chap. 
revolt. Yitiges, who perhaps had attempted to 
escape, was honourably guarded in his palace" 0 ; <’ai>iivii v 
the flower of the Gothic youth was selected for the ol l! '" 0i 
service of the emperor ; the remainder of the peo- 
ple was dismissed to their peaceful habitations in 
the southern provinces ; and a colony of Italians 
was invited to replenish the depopulated city. The 
submission of the capital was imitated in the towns 
and villages of Italy, which had not been subdued, 
or even visited, by the Romans ; and the indepen- 
dent Goths, who remained in arms at Pavia and 
Verona, were ambitious only to become the subjects 
of Belisarius. Rut his inflexible loyalty rejected, 
except as the substitute of Justinian, their oaths 
of allegiance ; and he was not offended by the re- 
proach of their deputies, that he rather chose to be 
a slave than a king. 

After the second victory of Belisarius, envy again u cturiI 
whispered, Justinian listened, aud the hero was 
recalled. “ The remnant of the Gothic war was riub. 

“ no longer worthy of his presence : a gracious so- 
“ vereign was impatient to reward his services, and 
“ to consult his wisdom ; and he alone was capable 
“ of defending the East against the innumerable 
“ armies of Persia.” Belisarius understood the 
suspicion, accepted tire excuse, embarked at Raven- 

103 He was seized by John the Sanguinary, hut an oath or sacra- 
ment was pledged for his safety in the Basilica .Julii rllht. Misccll. 
h xvii. in Muratori, tom. i. p. 107.). Anastasias (in Vit. }*oni. p. 40.) 
give* a dark hut probable account. Moutfaucon .is, quoted by Mas- 
cou (Hist, oi the Germans, xii. 21.) fora votixe shield representing 
the c.ipttx ity of Vitiges, and now-in the collection of Signor Laudi 
-*t Home. ■ T 
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na liis spoils and trophies ; and proved, by his ready 
obedience, that such an abrupt removal from the 
government of Italy was not less unjust than it 
might have been indiscreet. The emperor received 
with honourable courtesy, both Vitiges and his 
more noble consort : and as the king of the Goths 
conformed to the Athanasian faith, lie obtained, 
with a rich inheritance of lands in Asia, the rank 
of senator and patrician Every spectator ad- 
mired, without peril, the strength and stature of 
the young Barbarians: they adored the majesty 
of the throne, and promised to shed their blood 
in the service of their benefactor. Justinian de- 
posited in' the Byzantine palace the treasures of 
the Gothic monarchy. A flattering senate was 
sometimes admitted to gaze on the magnificent 
spectacle ; but it was enviously secluded from the 
public view ; and the conqueror of Italy re- 
nounced, without a murmur, perhaps without a 
sigh, the well-earned honours of a second triumph. 
His glory was indeed exalted above all external 
pomp; and the faint and hollow praises of the 
court were supplied, even in a servile age, by the 
respect and admiration of his country. When- 
ever he appeared in the streets and public places 
of Constantinople, Bclisarius attracted and satis- 
fied the . eyes of the people. 11 is lofty stature and 
majestic countenance fulfilled their expectations 


1,0 Vitiges lived two yean at Constantinople, arid imperatoris m 
affucl&amcrV/tjf (or conjunct us) rclm* excess'll humani*,. liis widow, 
Mathasui'nttii the wife and inoiiier of the patricians, the elder and 
younger Gevinamts, united the streams of Ani< iau and Amaii blood 
(Jomandes, c. (30. p. 2*21, in Muratori, tom. i.). 
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of^an hero; the meanest of his fellow-citizens chap. 
were emboldened by his gentle and gracious dc- 
mcanour ; and the martial train which attended . 
his footsteps, left his person more accessible than 
in a day of battle. Seven thousand horsemen, 
matchless for beauty and valour, were maintained 
in the service, and at the private expence, of 
the general 111 . Their prowess was always con- 
spicuous in single combats, or in the foremost 
ranks ; and both parties confessed, that in the 
siege of Home, the guards of Uelisarius had alone 
vanquished the Barbarian host. Their numbers 
were continually augmented by the bravest and 
most faithful of the enemy ; and his fortunate 
captives, the Vandals, the Moors, and the Goths, 
emulated the attachment of his domestic fol- 
lowers. By the union of liberality and justice, 
he acquired the love of the soldiers, without alien- 
ating the affections of the people. The sick and 
wounded w r ere relieved with medicines and 
money; and still more efficaciously, by the heal- 
ing visits and smiles of their commander. The 
loss of a weapon or an horse was instantly re- 
paired, and each deed of valour was rewarded by 
the rich and honourable gifts of a bracelet or a 
collar, which were rendered more precious by 
the judgment of Bclisarius. lie was endeared to 
the husbandmen, by the peace and plenty which 


111 Procopius Goth. 1. iii. c. 1. Aiinoin.a F-^i^ch monk of ihi- 
xilh century, who had obtained, and has disfigured, some authentic 
information of Bclisarius, mentions, in his name, J'J,uOO p>trri or 
slaves — quos propiiis alii m:; stipendiis— Insides 1S.000 soldiers 
(Historians of France, tom. iii. l)e Gestis Franc. 1. in c. (i. p\\lB ) 
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ciiai*. they enjoyed under the shadow of his standard. 
Instead of being injured, the country was cn- 
‘ riched by the march of the Homan armies; and 
such was the rigid discipline of their camp, that 
not an apple was gathered from the tree, not a path 
could be traced in the fields of corn. Bclisarius 
was chaste and sober. In the licence of a military 
life, none could boast that they had seen him in- 
toxicated with wine: the most beautiful captives 
of Gothic or Vandal race were offered to his em- 
braces ; but he turned aside from tlicir charms, and 
the husband of Antonina was never suspected of 
violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. The spec- 
tator and historian of his exploits has observed, 
that amidst the perils of war, he was daring with- 
out rashness, prudent without fear, slow or rapid 
according to the exigences of the moment; that in 
the deepest distress, he was animated by real or 
apparent hope, but that he was modest and hum- 
ble in the most prosperous fortune. By these vir- 
tues, he equalled or excelled the ancient masters 
of the military art. Victory, by sea and land, 
attended his aims. He subdued Africa, Italy, 
and the adjacent islands, led away captives the suc- 
cessors of Gcnseric and Theodoric ; filled Constan- 
tinople with the spoils of their palaces, and in the 
space of six years recovered half the provinces of 
the Western empire. In his fame and merit, in 
wealth and power, he remained, without a rival, the 
first of the Roman subjects : the voice of envy could 
only magnify his dangerous importance; and the em- 
peror might applaud his own discerning spirit, which 
had discovered and raised the genius of BelisariUs. 
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'^t was the custom of the Roman triumphs, that citai\ 
a slave should he placed heliind the chariot to 
remind the conqueror of the instability of fortune, Sc i. i hi,- 
and the infirmities of human nature. Procopius, '^'iVAn-'" 
in his Anecdotes, has assumed that senile and tolul,a - 
ungrateful office. r l'hc generous reader may east 
away the libel, but the evidence of facts will ad- 
here to his memory ; and he will reluctantly con- 
fess, that the fame, amt even the virtue of Reli- 
sarius, were polluted by the lust and cruelty of 
his wife; and that the hero deserved an appella- 
tion which may not drop from the pen of the de- 
cent historian. The mother of Antonina" was a 
theatrical prostitute, and both her father and 
grandfather exercised at Thcssalonica and Con- 
stantinople, the vile, though lucrative, profession of 
charioteers. Jn the various situations of their 
fortune, she became the companion, the enemy, 
the servant, and the favourite of the empress 
Theodora: these loose and ambitious females had 
been connected by similar pleasures ; they were 
separated by the jealousy of vice, and at length 
reconciled by the partnership of guilt. J Wore 
her marrisgc with Rclisarius, Antonina had one 
husband and many lovers; l’hotius, the son of her 
former nuptials, was of an age to distinguish him- 
self at the siege of Naples ; and it was not till the 
autumn of her age and beauty 111 that she indulged 

112 The diligence of Alvmanmic could add hut liillc to the four 

first and itiosi furious chapter’s of the Anecdotes. Of then* * trance 

Anecdotes a pari may he true, because probable — and a part true, 

became improbable. Procopius uiu.t have hm,tcn the loimcr, and 

Mie lam-i he fnuld siarcclv jvcm/. 

/ 

115 Piveopiu-. in.-iuuaics (Amador, c, d.; '.hat, when I> ; 1 1 d u u - 
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CHAP, a scandalous attachment to a Thracian yoiftii. 

X.L«I* . J 

Theodosius had been educated in the Eunomian 

Theodo^ f heresy; African voyage was consecrated by 

sius. the baptism and auspicious name of the first 

soldier who embarked; and the proselyte was 

adopted into the family of his spiritual parents 114 , 

Belisarius and Antonina. Before they touched 

the shores of Africa, this holy kindred degenerated 

into sensual love; and as Antonina soon overleaped 

the bounds of modesty and caution, the Roman 

general was alone ignorant of his own dishonour. 

During their residence at Carthage, he surprised 

the two lovers in a subterraneous chamber, "solitary, 

warm, and almost naked. Anger flashed from his 

eyes. “ With the help of this young man,” said 

the unblushing Antonina, “ I was secreting our 

“ most precious effects from the knowledge of Jus- 

tinian.” The youth resumed his garments, and 

the pious husband consented to disbelieve the 

evidence of his own senses. From this pleasing 

and perhaps voluntary delusion, Belisarius was 

awakened at Syracuse, by the officious information 

of Macedonia ; and that female attendant, after 

requiringan oath for her security, produced two 

chamberlains, who, like herself, had often beheld 

the adulteries of Antonina. An hasty flight into 

Asia saved Theodosius from the justice of an inr 

returned to Italy (A. D. 543), Antonina was sixty years of age. A 
forced, but more polite construction, which refers that date to the 
pioment when he was writing (A. D. 559), would be compatible 
with the manhood of Photius (Gothic. 1. i. c. 10.) in 536. 

Compare the Vandalic War (1. i. c. 12.) with the Anecdotes 
(c. i.) and Alemannus (p. 2, 3.). This mode of baptismal adoption 
was revived by Leo the philosopher. . - 
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j&red husband, who had signified to one of his chap. 
guards the order of his death; but the tears of 
Antonina, and her artful seductions, assured the 
credulous hero of her innocence; and lie stooped, 
against his faith and judgment, to abandon those 
imprudent friends who had presumed to accuse or 
doubt the chastity of his wife. The revenge of a 
guilty woman is implacable and bloody: the un- 
fortunate Macedonia, with the two witnesses, were 
secretly arrested by the minister of her cruelty ; 
their tongues were cut out, their bodies w’crc 
hacked into small pieces, and their remains were 
cast into the sea of Syracuse. A rash though ju- 
dicious saying of Constantine, “ I would sooner 
“ have punished the adultress than the boy,” was 
deeply remembered by Antonina ; and two years 
afterwards, when despair had armed that officer 
against his general, her sanguinary advice decide 
and hastened his execution. Even the indigna- 
tion of Photius was not forgiven by his mother ; 
the exile of her son prepared the recal of her lover; 
and Theodosius condescended to accept the press- 
ing and humble invitation of the conqueror of 
Italy. In the absolute direction of his house- 
hold, and in the important commissions of peace 
and war 115 , the favourite youth most rapidly ac- 
quired a fortune of four hundred thousand 
pounds sterling ; and after their return to Con- 
stantinople, the passion of Antonina, at least, 

ns In November 537 , Photius arrested the pope iLiberat, Brev. 
c 22. Pagi, tom. ii. p. Mfc?.). About the end of 53 $, Bele.arius sent 
Theodosius — tcw tjj fum? rp aurcu t* — on an important and lu- 

crative commboion to Ravenna (Goth. 1. ii. c. 18.). 
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CHAP. 

XL1. 


Resent- 
ment of, 
Belis^rius 
and her 
son fho- 
tius. 


continued ardent and unabated. But fear, d& 
votion, and lassitude perhaps, inspired Theo- 
dosius with more serious thoughts. He dreaded 
the busy scandal of the capital, and the indis- 
creet fondness of the wife of Bclisarius ; escaped 
from her embraces, and retiring to Ephesus, 
shaved his head, and took refuge in the sanc- 
tuary of a monastic life. The despair of the 
new Ariadne could scarcely have been excused 
by the death of her husband. She wept, she’ 
tore her hair, she filled the palace with her cries ; 
“ she had lost the dearest of friends, a tender, a 
“ faithful, a laborious friend!” But her warm 
entreaties, fortified by the prayers of Bclisarius, 
were insufficient to draw the holy monk from 
the solitude of Ephesus. It was not till the 
general moved forward for the Persian war, that 
Theodosius could be tempted to return to Con- 
stantinople; and the short interval before the 
departure of Antonina herself was boldly de- 
voted, to love and pleasure. 

A philosopher may pity and forgive the infir- 
mities of female nature, from which he rcceives 
normal .iiyury; but contemptible is the.'* husband 
who, feels, and yet endures, his own infamy in 
that of his wife. Antonina pursued her son with 
implacable hatred; and the gallant Photius " 6 
was, exposed to her secret persecutions in the 
camp beyond the Tigris. Enraged by his own 
wrongs, and by the dishonour of his blood, he 

Thcophanes (Chronograph, p. 204.) styles him Phot inns, the 
son-in-law of Bclhurius; and he is copied by the Ilibtoria Misccila 
gild Aiwtasiup. . 
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"ta6t away in liis turn the sentiments of nature, 
and revealed to Belisarius the turpitude of a 
W 9 man who had violated all the duties of a 
mother and a wife. From the surprise and in- 
dignation of the Roman general, his former cre- 
dulity appears to have been sincere : he embraced 
the knees of the son of Antonina, adjured. him to 
remember his obligations rather than his birth, 
and confirmed at the altar their holy vows of re- 
venge and mutual defence. The dominion of 
Antonina was impaired by absence ; and when she 
met her husband, on his return from the Persian 
confines, Belisarius, in his first and transient emo- 
tions, confined her person, and threatened her 
life. Photius was more resolved to punish, and 
less prompt to pardon ; he flew to Ephesus ; ex- 
torted from a trusty eunuch of his mother the 
full confession of her guilt ; arrested Theodosius 
and his treasures in the church of St. John the 
Apostle, and concealed his captives, whose exe- 
cution was only delayed, in a secure and seques- 
tered fortress of Cilicia. Such a daring outrage 
against public justice could not pass with impu- 
nity; and the cause of Antonina was espoused 
by the empress, whose favour she had deserved 
by the recent services of the disgrace of a pncfcct, 
and the exile and murder of a pope. At the end 
of the campaign, Belisarius was recalled ; he com- 
plied, as usual, with the Imperial mandate. His 
mind was not prepared for rebellion : his. obe- 
dience, however adverse to the dictates of honour, 
was consonant to the wishes of his heart; and 
when he embraced his wife, at the command, and 
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perhaps in the presence, of the empress, the ten- 
der husband was disposed to forgive or to be for- 
given. The bounty of Theodora reserved for her 
companion a more precious favour. “ I have 
“ found,” she said, “ my dearest patrician, a pearl 
“ of inestimable value ; it has not yet been viewed 
“ by any mortal eye ; but the sight and the pos- 
“ session of this jewel are destined for my friend.” 
As soon as the curiosity and impatience of Anto- 
nina were kindled, the door of a bedchamber 
was thrown open, and she beheld her lover, 
whom the diligence of the eunuchs had disco- 
vered in his secret prison. Her silent wonder 
burst into passionate exclamations of gratitude 
and joy, and she named Theodora her queen, 
her benefactress, and her saviour. The monk 
of Ephesus was nourished in the palace with 
luxury and ambition ; but instead of assuming, 
as he was promised, the command of the lloman 
armies, Theodosius expired in the first fatigues 
of an amorous interview. The grief of Antonina 
ii»n of* iiJt could only be assuaged by the sufferings of her 
so "' son. A youth of consular rank, and a sickly 
constitution, was punished, without a trial, like a 
malefactor and a slave : yet such was the con- 
stancy of his mind, that Photius sustained the 
tortures of .the scourge and the rack, without vio- 
lating the faith which he had sworn to Belisarius. 
After this fruitless cruelty, the son of Antonina, 
while his mother feasted with the empress, was 
buried in her subterraneous prisons, which admit- 
ted hot the distinction of night and day. He 
twice escaped to. the most venerable sanctuaries. 
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of Constantinople, the churches of St. Sophia chap, 
and of the Virgin : but his tyrants were insensible 
of religion as of pity; and the helpless youth, 
amidst the clamours of the clergy and people, 
was twice dragged from the altar to the dungeon. 

His third attempt was more successful. At the 
end of three years, the prophet Zachariah, or 
some mortal friend, indicated the means of an 
escape : he eluded the spies and guards of the em- 
press, reached the holy sepulchre of Jerusalem, 
embraced the profession of a monk ; and the 
abbot Photius was employed, after the death of 
Justinian, to reconcile and regulate the churches 
of Egypt. The son of Antonina suffered all that 
an enemy can inflict: her patient husband im- 
posed on himself the more exquisite misery of 
violating his promise and deserting his friend. 

In the succeeding campaign, Belisarius was j)j Sffrace 
again sent against the Persians: he saved the ail ‘ |s y>- 
East, but he offended Theodora, and perhaps n"iibar! U sf 
the emperor himself. The malady t>f Justinian 
had countenanced the rumour of his death ; and ^ 
the Roman general, on the supposition of that 
probable event, spoke the free language of a citi- 
zen and a soldier. His colleague Buzes, who 
concurred in the same sentiments, lost his rank, 
his liberty, and his health, by the persecution of 
the empress: but the disgrace of Belisarius was 
alleviated by the dignity of his own character, 
and the influence of his wife, who- might wish 
to humble, but could not desire to min, the 
partner of her fortunes. Even his 'removal was 
coloured by the assurance, that the sinking state 
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of Italy would be retrieved by the single presence’ 
of its conqueror. But no sooner had he returned, 
alone and defenceless, than an hostile commission 
was sent to the East, to seize his treasures and 
criminate his actions ; the guards and veterans 
who followed his private banner, were distributed 
among the chiefs of the anny, and even the eu- 
nuchs presumed to cast lots for the partition of 
his martial domestics. When he passed with a 
small and sordid retinue through the streets of 
Constantinople, his forlorn appearance excited 
the amazement and compassion of the people. 
Justinian and Theodora received him with cold 
ingratitude; the servile crowd, with insolence 
and contempt; and in the evening he retired 
with trembling steps to his deserted palace. An 
indisposition, feigned or real, had confined An- 
tonina to her apartment: and she walked dis- 
dainfully silent in the adjacent portico, while 
Belisarius threw himself on his bed, and ex- 
pected, in an agony of grief and terror, the death 
which he had so often braved under the walls of 
Rome. Long after sun -set a messenger was an- 
nounced from the empress ; he opened, with anxious 
curiosity, the letter which contained the sentence 
of his fate. •“ You cannot be ignorant how much 
“ you have deserved my displeasure. I am not 
“ insensible of the services of Antonina. To her 
“ merits and intercession I have granted your 
“ life, and pennit you to retain a part of your 
“ treasures, which might be justly forfeited to the 
“ state. Let your gratitude, where it is due, 
be displayed, not in words, but in your future . 
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behaviour.” I know not how to believe or to 
relate the transports with which the hero is said 
to have received this ignominious pardon. He 
fell prostrate before his wife, he kissed the feet of 
his saviour, and he devoutly promised to live the 
grateful and submissive slave of Antonina. A 
fine of one hundred and twenty thousand pounds 
sterling was levied on the fortunes of Belisarius ; 
and with the office of count, or master of the royal 
stables, lie accepted the conduct of the Italian Avar. 
At his departure from Constantinople, his friends, 
and even the public, were persuaded, that as soon 
as he regained his freedom, he would renounce his 
dissimulation, and that his wife, Theodora, and 
perhaps the emperor himself, would be sacrificed 
to the just revenge of a virtuous rebel. Their 
hopes were deceived; and the unconquerable pa- 
tience and loyalty of Belisarius appear either below 
or above the character of a man 1 ‘ 7 . 

n 7 The continuator of the Chronicle of Marcellinus gives, in a 
few decent words, the substance of the Anecdotes: Belisarius de 
Oriente evoeatus, in olfensaui jxriculumque ineurrens grave, et 
invidix suhjacens rursus remittitur in Italian! (p. 54 .). 
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CHAP. XLII. 

State of the Barbaric World. — Establishment of 
the Lombards on the Danube. — Tribes and In- 
roads of the Scldvonians. — Origin, Empire, and 
Embassies of the Turks. — The Flight of the 
Avars. — Chosroes I. or Nushirvan King of Per- 
sia. — His prosperous Reign and Wars with the 
Romans. — The Colchian or Lazic War. — The 
Ethiopians. 
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Weakness 


of the em- 


5 ire of 
ustinian, 
A. D. 527 
— 5t)6. 



Our estimate of personal merit is relative to the 
common faculties of mankind. The aspiring efforts 
of genius, or virtue, either in active or speculative 
life, are measured, not so much by their real eleva- 
tion, ashy the height to which they ascend above the 
level of their age or country: and the same stature, 
which in a people of giants would pass unnoticed, 
must appear conspicuous in a race of pygmies. 
Leonidas, and his three hundred companions, de- 
voted their lives at Thermopylae; but the education 
of the infant, the boy, and the man, had prepared, 
and almost ensured, this memorable sacrifice ; and 


each Spartan would approve, rather than admire, 
an act of duty, of which himself and eight tliou- 
sand of his fellow-citizens were equally capable 1 . 


1 It will be a pleasure, not a task, to read Herodotus (1. vii. c. 104, 
134. p. 550. 6 15.). The conversation of Xerxes and Demavatusat 
Thermopylae is one of the most interesting and inoral scenes in 
history. It was the torture of the royal Spartan to behold, with 
anguish and remorse, the virtue of his country. 
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•The great Tompey might inscribe on his tropliies, elf ai». 
that he had defeated in battle two millions of 
enemies, and reduced fifteen hundred cities from 
the lake Ma:otis to the Red Sea ‘ : but the fortune 
of Rome flew before his eagles ; the nations were 
oppressed by their own feare, and the invincible 
legions which he commanded, had been formed 
by the habits of conquest and the discipline of 
ages. In this view, the character of IJelisarius 
may be deservedly placed above the heroes of 
the ancient republics. His imperfections flowed 
from the contagion of the times ; his virtues were 
his own, the free gift of nature or reflection ; he 
raised himself without a master or a rival ; and 60 
inadequate were the arms committed to his hand, 
that his sole advantage was derived from the pride 
and presumption of his adversaries. Under his 
command, the subjects of Justinian often de- 
served to be called Romans : but the unwarlike 
appellation of Greeks was imposed as a term of 
reproach by the haughty Goths ; who affected to 
blush, that they must dispute the kingdom of • 

Italy with a nation of tragedians, pantomimes, and 
pirates 3 . The climate of Asia has indeed been 
found less congenial than that of Europe, to mi- 
litary spirit : those populous countries were encr- 

c Sec this proud inscription in Pliny (Hist. Natur. vii. 27.). Few 
men have more exquisitely tasted of glory and disgrace ; nor could 
Juvenal (Satir. x.) produce a more striking example of the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, and the vanity of human wishes. 

3 rfajxflvf . . . . ten to. wpanpet 0 vtiva tg I rahtav fjxo »ra r»len, on 
TferyiuSovpf Mat wavrag Xairotiurag. This last epithet of Procopius if 
too nobly translated by pirates ; naval thieves is the proper word : 

.strippers of garments, either for injury or insult (Demosthenes 
contra Conon. in Reiske Orator. Grsec. tom. ii. p. IV64.). 
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vated by luxury, despotism, and superstition ; and- 
the monks were more expensive and more numer- 
ous than the soldiers of the East. The regular 
force of the empire had once amounted to six hun- 
dred and forty-live thousand men : it was reduced, 
in the time of Justinian, to one .hundred and fifty 
thousand ; and this number, large as it may seem, 
was.thinly scattered over the sea and land ; in Spain 
and Italy, in Africa and Egypt, on the banks of the 
Danube, the coast of the Euxinc, and the frontiers 
of Persia. The citizen was exhausted, yet the sol- 
dier was unpaid; his poverty was mischievously 
soothed by the privilege of rapine and indolence ; 
and the tardy payments were detained and inter- 
cepted by the fraud of those agents who usurp, 
without courage or danger, the emoluments of war. 
Public and private distress recruited the armies of 
the state ; but in the Held, and still more in the 
presence of the enemy, their numbers were always 
defective. The want of national spirit was sup- 
plied by the precarious faith and disorderly service 
of Barbarian mercenaries. Even military honour, 
which has often survived the loss of virtue and 
freedom, 'was almost totally extinct. The ge- 
nerals, who were multiplied beyond the example 
of former times, laboured only to prevent the 
success, or to sully the reputation of their col- 
leagues; and they had been taught by experience, 
that if merit sometimes provoked the jealousy, 
error, or even guilt, would obtain the indul- 
gence, of a gracious emperor 1 . In such an age 

* See the third and fourth books of the Gothic War : the writer 
of the Anecdotes cannot aggravate these abuses. 
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/'the triumphs of Belisarius, and afterwards of chap. 
Narses, shine with incomparable lustre ; but they 
are encompassed with the darkest shades of dis- 
grace and -calamity. While the lieutenant of 
Justinian subdued the kingdoms of the Goths and 
Vandals, the emperor 5 , timid, though ambitious, 
balanced the forces of the Barbarians, fomented 
their divisions by flattery and falsehood, and in- 
' vited by his patience and liberality the repetition 
of injuries 6 . The keys of Carthage, Rome, and 
Ravenna, were presented to their conqueror, 
while Antioch was destroyed by the Persians, 
and Justinian trembled for the safety of Con- 
stantinople. . 

Even the Gothic victories of Belisarius were 
prejudicial to the state, since they abolished the barians. 
important barrier of the Upper Danube, which 
had been so faithfully guarded by Theodoric and 
his daughter. For the defence of Italy, the 
Goths evacuated Pannouia and Noricum, which 
they left in a peaceful and flourishing condition : 
the sovereignty was claimed by the emperor of 
the Romans ; the actual possession was abandoned 
to the boldness of the first invader. On the 
opposite banks of the Danube, the plains of 
Upper Hungary, and the Transylvanian hills were 
possessed, since the death of Attila, by the tribes 


s Agathias, 1. 5. p. 157, 158. He confines thU weakness of the 
emperor and the empire to the old age of Justinian $ but alas! he 
was never young. 

6 This mischievous policy, which Procopius (Anecdot. c. 10.) im- 
putes to the emperor, is revealed in his epistle to a Scythian prince, 
who was capable of understanding it, xou 

says Agathias (I. v. p. 170, 171.)- ^ 

* VOL. VII. T 
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chap, of the Gepidae, who respected the Gothic arms,-\ 
and despised, not indeed the gold of the Romans, 
The but the secret motive of their annual subsidies. 

P 1 *• rpjjg vacan t fortifications of the river were in- 
stantly occupied by these Barbarians : their stand- 
ards were planted on the walls of Sirmium and 
Belgrade ; and the ironical tone of their apology 
aggravated this insult on the majesty of the em- 
pire. “ So extensive, O Caesar, are your domi- • 
“ uions ; so numerous are your cities ; that you 
“ are continually seeking for nations to whom, 

“ either in peace or war, you may relinquish 
“ these useless possessions. The Gepidae are your 
“ brave and faithful allies; and if they have 
“ anticipated your gifts, they have shewn a just 
“ confidence in your bounty.” Their presump- 
tion was excused by the mode of revenge which 
Justinian embraced. Instead of asserting the 
rights of a sovereign for the protection of his 
subjects, the emperor invited a strange people 
to invade and possess the Roman provinces .be- 
tween the Danube and the Alps ; and the am- 
bition of the Gepidae was checked by the rising 
The power and fame of the Lombards 7 . This cor- 
Lombards. ^ appellation has been diffused in the thir- 

T Gens German A feritate ferocior, says Velleius Paterculus of 
the Lombards (ii. 106.). Langobardos paucitas nobilitat. PlurimU 
ac valentiasimis natiombua cincti non per obsequium, sed praeliis et 
periclitando, tuti sunt (Tacit, de Moribus German, c. 40. ). See 
likewise Strabd (1. vii. p. 446.). The best geographers place them 
beyond the Elbe, in the bishopric of Magdeburgh and the middle 
inarch of Brandenburgh j and their situation will agree with the 
patriotic renaark of the count de Hertzberg, that roost of the Bar- 
barism conquerors issued fjt^m the same countries which still pro- 
duce the armies of Prussia. r ; 
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te^nth century by the merchants and bankers, 
the Italian posterity of these savage warriors : but 
the original name of Langobards is expressive only 
of the peculiar length and fashion of their beards. 
I' am not disposed either to question or to justify 
their Scandinavian origin 8 ; nor to pursue the 
migrations of the Lombards through unknown 
regions and marvellous adventures. About the 
time of Augustus and Trajan, a ray of historic 
light breaks on the darkness of their antiquities, 
and they are discovered, for the first time, be- 
tween the Elbe and the Oder. Fierce, bevond 
the example of the Germans, they delighted to 
propagate the tremendous belief, that their heads 
were formed like the heads of dogs, and that they 
drank the blood of their enemies whom they 
vanquished in battle. The smallness of their 
numbers was recruited by the adoption of their 
bravest slaves ; and alone, amidst their powerful 
neighbours, they defended by arms their high- 
spirited independence. In the tempests of the 
north, which overwhelmed 60 many names and 
nations, this little bark of the Lombards still 
floated on the surface : they gradually descended 
towards the south and the Danube ; and at the 
end of four hundred years they again appear 
with their ancient valour and renown. Their 
manners were not less ferocious. The assassina- 
tion of a royal guest was executed in the pre- 

ft The Scandinavian origin of the Gothland Lombards, as staled 
by Paul Warnefrid, sumamed the deacon, is attacked by Cluverias 
(Germania A ntiq. 1. iii. c. 2d. p. 102, &c.) a native of Prussia, 'aqd 
defended by Grotius (Prolegom. ad Hist. Gotli. p. 28, See.), the 
Swedish ambassador. 
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sence, and by the command, of the king's" 
daughter, who had been provoked by some 
words of insult, and disappointed by his dimi- 
nutive stature ; and a tribute, the price of blood, 
was imposed on the Lombards, by his brother 
the king of the Heruli. Adversity revived a 
sense of moderation and justice, and the , insolence 
of conquest was chastised by the signal defeat and 
irreparable dispersion of the Heruli, who were 
seated in the southern provinces of Poland ,J . The’ 
victories of the Lombards recommended them 
to the friendship of the emperors; and at the 
solicitation of Justinian, they passed the Danube, 
to reduce, according to their treaty, the cities 
of Noricum and the fortresses of Pannonia. 
But the spirit of rapine soon tempted them be- 
yond these ample limits ; they wandered along 
the coast of the Hadriatic as far as Dyrrachium, 
and presumed, with familiar rudeness, to enter 
the towns and houses of their Roman allies, and 
to seize the captive who had escaped from their 
audacious hands. These acts of hostility, the 
sallies, as it might .be, pretended, of some loose 
adventurers, were disowned by the nation, and 
excused by the emperor; but the arms of the 
Lombards w T ere more seriously engaged by a con- 
test of thirty years, which was terminated only by 
the extirpation of the Gepidae. The hostile na- 
tion^ often pleaded their cause before the throne 

9 Two facls in the narrative of Paul Diaconus (1. i. c. 20.) &rc 
expressive of national manners : 1. Dum ad tabulam luderet — while 
he played at draughts. 2. Canaponim viridantia/in/i. The cultivation 
ot flax supposes property, commerce, agriculture, and manufactures.. 
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of Constantinople; ami the crafty Justinian, to ciiai*. 
whom the Barbarians were almost equally odious, ^ 
pronounced a partial and ambiguous sentence, 
and dcxtrously protracted the war by slow and 
ineffectual succours. Their strength was formi- 
dable, since the Lombards, who sent into the 
fields several myriads of soldiers, still claimed, as 
the weaker, side, the protection of the llomans. 

Their spirit was intrepid; yet such is the uncer- 
tainty of courage, that the two armies were sud- 
denly struck with a panic ; they fled from each 
other, and the rival kings remained with their 
guards in the midst of an empty plain. A short 
truce was obtained; but their mutual resentment 
again kindled; and the remembrance of their 
shame rendered the next encounter more despe- 
rate and bloody. Forty thousand of the Bar- 
barians perished in the decisive battle, which broke 
the power of the Gcpidae, transferred the fears and 
wishes of Justinian, and first displayed the cha- 
racter of Alboin, the youthful prince of the Lom- 
bards, and the future conqueror of Italy 1 ". 

The wild people who dwelt or wandered in the The s< la- 
plains of Russia, Lithuania, and Poland, might V0IU,U, ~ 
be reduced, in the age of Justinian, under the two 
great families of the Bulgarians 11 and the 

10 I have used, without undertaking to reconcile, the facts in 
Procopius (Goth. 1. ii; c. 14. 1. iii. c. 3£, 34. 1. iv. c. 18. 25.), Paul 
Diuconus (de Gestis Langobard. 1. i. c. 1 — HS3- in Muratori, Script, 
llcruin Italicarum, tom. i. p. 405— 41<).), and Jornandes (dc 
Success. Begnorum, p. 242.). The patient reader may draw some 
light from Mascou (Hist, of the Germans, and Annotat. xxiii.) 

^nd De Buat (Ilist. deg Pcuples, &c. tom. ix, x,xi.). 

■ n I adopt the appellation of Bulgarians, from Ennodius (in 
Paneayr. Thcodorici, Opp. Sirinond, tom. i. p. 1598, 1599*)> J° r " 
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Sclavonians. According to the Greek writers, ' 
the former, who touched the Euxine and the lake 
Maeotis, derived from the Huns their name or 
descent ; and. it is needless to renew the simple 
and Well-known picture of Tartar manners. They 
were bold and dextrous archers, who drank the 
milk, and feasted on the flesh, of their fleet and 
indefatigable horses; whose flocks and herds fol- 
lowed, or rather guided, the motions of their rov- 
ing camps; to whose inroads no country was re- 
mote or impervious, and who were practised in 
flight, though^ incapable of fear. The nation was 
divided into two powerful and hostile tribes, who 
pursued each other with fraternal hatred. They 
eagerly disputed the friendship or rather the gifts 
of the emperor; and the distinction which nature 
had fixed between the faithful dog and the rapa- 
ipotfa'wolfj wa* applied by an ambassador who 
.received only verbal instructions from the mouth 
of his illiterate prince 18 . The Bulgarians, of what- 
soever species, were equally attracted by Roman 
Wealth: they assumed a vague dominion over the 
Sclavonian name, and their rapid marches could 
only 1 be stopped by the Baltic sea, or the extreme 
cold and poverty of the north. But the safte race 
of Sclavonians appears to have maintained, in 
every age, the possession of the same countries. 

nandes (de Rebus Getieis, G 5vp'. 194 . et de Regn. Successions, 
p. 242.), Theophanes (p. 185.), and the Chronicles of Cassiodorius 
and Marceflinus. -The name of Hum is tpo vague; the tribes of 
the! CtrttiirguriaM and IfttUrgurians are too minute and too harsh. 

! ** ftocOpiuj (Goth. I; iv. c. 19 .). His verbal message (he owns 

* WSm sSlf ttV iUitemt* Barbarian) it delivered as an epistle. Hie 
style is savage, figurative, ahS original. 
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Their numerous tribes, however distant or adverse, 
used one common language (it was harsh and ir- 
regular), and were known by the resemblance of 
their form, which deviated from the swarthy 
Tartar, and approached without attaining the 
lofty stature and fair complexion of the German. 
Four thousand six hundred villages were scat- 
tered over the provinces of Russia and Poland, 
and their huts were hastily built of rough tunber, 
in a country deficient both in stone and iron. 
Erected, or rather concealed in the depth of 
forests, on the banks of rivers, or the edge of 
morasses, we may not perhaps, without flattery, 
compare them to the architecture of the beaver; 
which they resembled in a double issue, to the 
land and water, for the escape of the savage 
inhabitant, an animal less cleanly, less diligent, 
and less social, than that marvellous quadrupede. 
The fertility of the soil, rather than the labour 
of the natives, supplied the fustic plenty of the 
Sdavonians. Their sheep , and horned cattle 
were large and numerous, and the .fields which 
they sowed -with millet and panic 14 , afforded, 
in the place of bread, a coarse and less nutritive 

13 This sum is the result of a particular list, in a curious MS. 
fragment of the year 550, found in the library of Milan. The ob- 
scure geography of the times provokes and exercises the patience 
of the count De Buat (tom. xi. p. 69— 189.). The French minis- 
ter often loses himself in a wilderness which requires a Saxon and 
Polish guide. 

14 Panieum, milium. See Columella, 1. ii. c. 9. p. 430. edit. Ges- 
ner. Plin. Hist. Natur. xviii. 34, 25. The Sarmatians made a pap 
of millet, mingled with mare’s milk or blood. In the wealth of 
modern husbandry, our millet feeds, poultry, and not heroes. • See 
'the dictionaries of Bomare and Miller'. 
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food. The incessant rapine of their neighbours 
compelled them to bury this treasure in the 
earth; but on the appearance of a stranger,- it 
was freely imparted by a people, whose unfa- 
vourable character is qualified by the epithets 
of chaste, patient, and hospitable. As their 
supreme god, they adored an invisible master of 
the thunder. The rivers and the nymphs ob- 
tained their subordinate honours, and the po- 
pular worship was expressed in vows and sacri- 
fice. The Sclavonians disdained to obey a de- 
spot, a prince, or even a. magistrate; but their 
experience was too narrow, their passions too 
headstrong, to compose a system of equal law or 
general defence. Some voluntary respect was 
yielded to age and valour ; but each tribe or 
village existed as a separate republic, and all 
must be persuaded where none could be com- 
pelled. They fought on foot, almost naked, and, 
except an unwieldy shield, . without any defen- 
sive armour: .their weapons of offence were a 
bow, a quiver of small poisoned arrows, and a 
long rope, which they dextrously threw from a 
distance, mid entangled their enemy in a run- 
ning noose. In the field, the Sclavonian infantry 
was dangerous^ by their speed, agility, and har- 
diness: they swam, they dived, they remained 
under water, drawing their breath through a 
hollow cane; and a river or lake was often the 
scene of their unsuspected ambuscade. But these 
were the atchievements of spies or stragglers; 
$ie art was unknown to the Sclavo- 
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nifine ; their name was obscure, and their conquests 
were inglorious 1- ’. ’/ 

I have marked the faint and general outline of Their in- 
the Sclavonians and Bulgarians, without attempt- roJ *' 
ing to define their immediate boundaries, which 
were not accurately known or respected by the 
Barbarians themselves. Their importance was 
measured by their vicinity to the empire ; and the 
level country of Moldavia and Walachia was oc- 
cupied by the Antes 16 , a Sclavonian tribe, which 
swelled the titles of Justinian with an epithet of 
conquest 17 . Against the Antes he erected the 
fortifications of the Lower Danube ; and laboured 
to secure the alliance of a people seated in the 
direct channel of northern inundation, an interval 
of two hundred miles between the mountains of 
Transylvania and the Euxine sea. But the Antes 
wanted power and inclination to stem the fury of 
the torrent : and the light-armed Sclavonians, from 
au hundred tribes, pursued with* almost equal speed 

*5 For the name and nation, the situation aqd manners, of th^ 
Sclavonians, see the original evidence of the vitli century, in Pro- 
copius (Goth. 1. ii. c. 26 : 1. iii. c. 14.), and the 1 fe&peror Mauritius 
or Maurice (Stratagemat. 1. ii. c. ap$d Mascou; Axmotnt: ctaxa). 

The Stratagems of Maurice have been printed onjy, as J understand, 
at the end of Scheffer’s edition of Arri^n^s Tactics, at Upsal, Ui64 
(Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. I. iv. c. 8. tom* iii; p. £$8.), a scarce, and 
hitherto, to me, an inaccessible book; .w 

16 Antes eorum fortissimi .... Tays$, T <pji; rapidus.et \ orlicosus 
in Histri fluenta furens devolvitur (Jbmanijcs, c. 5. p. 1£)4. ,©dit f 
Murator. Procopius, Goth. 1. iii. c. 14. de Edific. f. iv. c. 7-). 

Yet the aame Procopius mentions the Gpfehs and Huns as neigh- 
bours, ynroyo vyra, to the Danube («Je Ediffc, 1. iv,^. hj* ,* . 

H The national title of Aniiais, in tlie laws arid inscriptions of 
Justinian, was adopted by his successors, and' is 
•pious Ludcwig (in Vit. Justinian, p. &ld.). It had strangely puzzled 
* the civilians of the middle age. 
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ment of one piece of gold for each soldier procured 
a safe and easy retreat through the country of the 
Gcpidae, who commanded the passage of the Upper 
Danube 18 . The hopes or fears of the Barbarians ; 
their intestine union or discord ; the accident of a 
frozen or shallow stream ; the prospect of harvest or 
vintage ; the prosperity or distress of the Romans; 
were the causes which produced the uniform re-, 
petition of annual visits 19 , tedious in the narrative, 
and destructive in the event.; The same year, 
and possibly the same month, in which Ravenna 
surrendered, was marked by an invasion of the 
Huns or Bulgarians, so dreadful, that it almost 
effaced the memory of their past inroads. They 
spread from the suburbs of Constantinople to the 
Ionian gulph, destroyed thirty-two cities or castles, 
erased Potidaea, which Athens had built and 
Philip had besieged, and repassed the Danube, 
dragging at their horses heels one hundred and 
twenty thousand of the subjects of Justinian. In 
a subsequent inroad they pierced the wall of the 
Thracian Chersonesus, extirpated the habitations 
and the: inhabitants, boldly traversed the Helles- 
pont, and' returned to their companions, laden 
with the spoils of Asia. Another party, which 
seemed a multitude in the. eyes of the Romans, 
penetrated, withottt opposition, from the straights 
of Thermopylae to the isthmus of Corinth; and 

the last' ruin of Greece has appeared an object 

- - 

W PBpttopius. Goth. U It. c. 25. 

»< -*? An -teroad of the Hum. is connected, by Procopius, -with a 
comet; perhaps that of 631 (Persic. I. ii. c. 4.). Agathias (I. r 
p. 164, 165.) borrows from his predecessor some early facts. 
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tqo minute for the attention of history. The chap. 
works which the emperor raised , for the protec- 
tion, but at the expence of his subjects; served 
only to disclose the weakness of some neglected 
part; and the walls, which by flattery had been 
deemed impregnable, were either deserted by the 
garrison, or scaled by the Barbarians. Three 
thousand Sdavonians, who insolently divided 
themselves into two bands, discovered the weak- 
ness and misery of a triumphant reign. They 
passed the Danube and the Hebrus, vanquished 
the Roman generals who dared to oppose their 
progress, and plundered, with impunity, the cities 
of Illyricum and Thrace, each of which had arms 
and numbers to overwhelm their contemptible 
assailants. Whatever praise the boldness of the. 
Sdavonians may deserve, it is sullied by the 
wanton and deliberate crudty which they are 
accused of exercising on their prisoners. With- 
out distinction of rank, or age, or sex, the cap- 
tives were impaled or' flayed alive, or suspended 
between four posts, and beaten with clubs till 
they expired, or inclosed in some spacious build- 
ing, and left to perish in the flames with the spoil 
and cattle which might impede the march of 
these savage victors 80 . Perhaps a more impartial 
narrative would reduce the number, and qualify 
the nature, of these horrid acits ; and they might 
sometimes be excused by the crud laws of re- 

20 The cruelties of the Sdavonians arc related or magnified by 
Procopius (Goth. 1. iii. c. 2Q. 38.). For their mild and liberal beha- 
viour to their prisoners, we may appeal to the authority, somewhat 
more recent, of the emperor Maurice (Stratagem. 1. ii. e:5>). 
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on m>. taliation. In the siege of Topirus 51 , whose ob- 
s ^ na t e defence had enraged the Sclatonians, they 
massacred fifteen thousand males; but they spared 
the women and children ; the most Valuable cap- 
tives were always reserved for labour or ransom ; 
the servitude was not rigorous, and the terms of 
their deliverance were speedy and moderate. But 
the subject, or the historian of Justinihn, exhaled 
his just indignation in the language of complaint and. 
reproach ; and Procopius has confidently affirmed, 
that in a reign of thirty-two years, each annual 
inroad of the Barbarians 'consumed two hundred 
thousand of the inhabitants of the Roman empire. 
The entire population of Turkish Europe, which 
nearly corresponds with the provinces of Justinian, 
would perhaps be incapable of supplying six millions 
of persons, the result of this incredible estimate 83 . 
Origin and In the midst of these obscure calamities, Eu- 
"r;r chy r °P e felt the shock of a revolution, which first. 
Turks in revealed to the world, the name and nation of the 
A. i). &fc, Turks. Like Romulus, the. founder of that 
&c t martial people, was suckled by a, she-wolf, who 
afterwards made him the father of a numerous 
progeny ; and the representation of that animal in 
the banners of the Turks preserved the memory, 
or rather suggested the idea, of a fable, which 
was invented, without any mutual intercourse, by 
the shepherds of Latium and those of Scythia. 

21 Topirus was situate near Philippi in Thrace, or Macedonia, 
opposite to the ude of Tliasos, twelve days journey from Constan- 
tifrt^^CcllarH«> tom* L, p, 676 . 840.)- 
44 According to > the malevolent testimony of the Anecdotes 
(c. 18.), these im’ea&fiiitl Wcfceed the produces south of the Da- - 
iiubc, to the state of a Scythian wilderness. 
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‘At the equal distance of two thousand miles from 
the Caspian, the Icy, the Chinese, and the Bengal 
seas, a ridge of mountains is conspicuous, the 
centre, and perhaps the summit, of Asia ; which, 
in the language of different nations, has been 
styled Imaus, and Caf 23 , and Altai, and the 
Golden Mountains, and the Girdle pf the Earth. 
The sides of the hills were productive of minerals; 
and the iron forges for the purpose of war, 

’ were exercised by the Turks, the. most despised 
portion of the slaves of the great khan of the 
Gcougen. But their servitude could only last till 
a leader, bold and eloquent, should arise, to per- 
suade his countrymen that the same arms which 
they forged for their masters, might become, in 
their own hands, the instruments of freedom and 
victory. They sallied from the mountain 25 ; a 

23 From Caf to Caf j which a more rational geography would 
interpret, from Imaus, perhaps, to Mount Atlas. According to tlu* 
religious philosophy of the Mahometans* the basis of Mount Caf is 
an emerald, whose reflection produces the azure of the sky. The 
mountain is endowed with a sensitive action in its roots or nerves; 
anti their vibration, at the command of God, is the cause of earth- - 
tjuakes (D'Hcrbelot* p. 230, 931.),. 

24 The Siberian iron is the l?est and most plentiful in the world • 
and in the southern parts, above sixty mines are now worked by 
the industry of the Russians (Strahlenbcrg, Hist, of Siberia,' p. 342. 
387. Voyage en Siberie, par PAbbd CJhappe d’Auterodie, p, (k)3 — 
608. edit, in 12mo. Amsterdam, 1770.}. The Turks offered iron 
for sale ; yet the Roman ambassadors, with strange obstinacy, per- 
sisted in believing that it was all a trick, ’and that their country pro- 
duced none (Menander in Excerpt. Leg. p. 152 .}. 

25 Of Irgana-kon (Abulghazi Khan, Hist. Gcncalogiquc* des 
Tatars, P. ii. c. 5 . p. 71—77. c, 15. p : 15^.). The tradition of the 
Moguls, of the 450 years which they passed in; the mountains, 
agrees with the Chinese periods of. the history of tile Huns and 
Turks (De Guignes, tom. i. part ii.^p. 370,), and the twenty gene- < 
'rations, from their restoration to Zingis. 
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chap, sceptre was the reward of his advice ; and the 
annual ceremony, in which a piece of iron was 
heated in the' fire, and the smith’s hammer was suc- 
cessively handled by the prince and his nobles, 
recorded for ages the humble profession and ra- 
tional pride of the Turkish nation. Bertezena, 
their first leader, signalized their valour and his 
own in successful combats against the neighbour- 
ing tribes ; but when he presumed to ask in mar- 
riage the daughter of the great khan, the insolent' 
demand of a slave and a mechanic was contemp- 
tuously rejected. The disgrace was expiated by 
a more noble alliance with a princess of China ; 
and the decisive battle which almost extirpated 
the nation of the Gfeougen, established in Tartary 
the new and more powerful empire of the Turks. 
They reigned over the north ; but they confessed 
the vanity, of conquest, by their faithful attach- 
ment to the mountain of their fathers. The 
royal encampment .seldom lost Sight of Mount 
Altai, from whence the river Irtish descends to 
water the rich pastures of the Calmucks* / ’, which 
nourish the largest sheep and Oxen in the world. 
The , soil is fruitful, and the climate mild and 
temperate : the happy ^region was ignorant of 
earthquake and pestilence; the emperor’s throne 
was turned feowardsthe’ east, and a golden wolf 
on the top of a spear ’seemed to guard the entrance 
of his tent. One Of the successors of Bertezena 


*; The country ofth&Turka, now of the Culmucks.is well de- 
■eribpd in the ] Genealogical -History, p. 521—562. The curious 
notefi of the French translator are enlarged and digested in the se- 
cond toWic tWfefip* version. 
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was tempted by the luxury and superstition of chap. 
China; but his design, of building cities and tcm- 1 
pies was defeated by the simple wisdom of a Bar- 
barian counsellor. “ The Turks,” he said, “ are 
“ not equal in number to one hundredth part of 
“ the inhabitants of China. If we balance their 
“ power, and elude their armies, it is because we 
“ wander without any fixed habitations, in the 
“ exercise of war and hunting. Are vve strong ? 

‘ “ wc advance and conquer: are we feeble? we 
“ retire and are concealed. Should the Turks 
“ confine themselves within, the walls of cities, 

“ the loss of a battle would be the destruction of 
“ their empire. The bonzes preach only pa- 
“ tience, humility, and the renunciation of the 
“ world. Such, O king ! is not the religion of 
“ heroes.” They entertained, with less reluct- 
ance, the doctrines of Zoroaster ; but the greatest 
part of the nation acquiesced, without inquiry, in 
the opinions, or rather in the practice, of their 
ancestors. The honours of sacrifice were re- 
served for the supreme deity ; they acknowledged, 
in rude hymns, their obligations to the air, the 
fire, the water, and; the earth; and their priests 
derived some profit from the art of divination. 

Their unwritten laws, were /rigorous and impar- 
tial : theft was punished by a tenfold restitution ; 
adultery, -treason, and murder, with death; and 
no chastisement could be inflicted too severe for 
the rare and inexpiable guilt of cowardice. As 
the subject nations marched. under the standard . 
of the Turks, their cavalry, both men and horses, 
were proudly computed by milUons. ^ppe of their 
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CHAP, effective' armies consisted of four hundred thou* 
XUI - sand soldiers, and in less than fHfcy years they 
"^ yW were connected in peace and war with the Ro- 
mans, the Persians, and the Chinese. In their 
northern limits, 6ome vestige may be discovered 
of the form and situation of Kamtchatka, of a 
people of hunters and fishermen, whose sledges 
were drawn by dogs, and whose habitations were 
buried in the. earth. The Turks were ignorant 
of astronomy ; but- the observation taken by some 
learned Chinese, with a gnomon , of eight feet, 
fixes the royal camp in the latitude of forty-nine 
degrees, and marks their extreme progress with- 
in three, or at least ten. degrees, of the polar 
circle* 7 . Among their southern conquests, the 
most splendid was that of the Jtfephthalites or white 
Huns, a polite and warlike people, who possessed 
the .commercial cities of Bochara and Samarcand, 
who had vanquished the Persian monarch, and 
carried their victorious arms along the banks, 
and perhaps to the mouth, of the Indus. On the 
side of the West, the Turkish cavalry advanced 
toj£h c lake Masotis. They passed that lake on 
jihc ice. The khan who dwelt at the foot of 
Mount Altai, issued his commands for the siege of 
Bosphorus ", a city, the voluntary subject of Rome, 
and whose princes had formerly been the friends 

Visdelou, p. 441.151. The fact, though it strictly belongs 
to a subordinate and successive tribe, may be introduced here. 

58 Procopius, Persic. ,1. i. c. 12. 1. ii. c. 3. Peyssonel (Ob- 
servations «ur 4$s Peoples Barbares, p. gg, 100.) defines the 
distance between Caffa and. the old Bosphorus at xvi long Tartar 
leagues. 
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•Athens’®. To the East, the Turks invaded chap. 
China, as often as the vigour of the government 
was relaxed : and I am taught to read in the his- 
tory of the times, that they mowed down their 
patient enemies like hemp or grass ; and that the 
mandarins applauded the wisdom of an emperor 
who repulsed these Barbarians with golden lances. 

This extent of savage empire compelled the 
Turkish monarch to establish three subordinate 
'prinees of his own blood, who soon forgot their 
gratitude and allegiance. The conquerors were 
enervated by luxury, which is always fatal ex- 
cept to an industrious people; the policy of 
China solicited the vanquished nations to resume 
their independence ; and the power of the Turks 
was limited to a period of two hundred years. 

The revival of their name and dominion in the 
southern countries of Asia, are the events of a 
later age; and the dynasties which succeeded 
to their native realms, may sleep in oblivion; 
since their history bears no relation to the de- 
cline and fall of the Roman empire **. 

In the rapid career of conquest; the Turks at- The Avars 
tacked and subdued the nation of the Ogors or ^cTurk s , 

v ■ ' ' / and an- 

2 9 See, in a Memo ire of M. deBoap^Mcm. dc P Academic dc$ proarh the 
Inscriptions, tom. vi. p. 549— 565 theancient kings and medals empire. 

of the Cimmerian Bosphorus ; and the gratitude o£ Athens, in the 
Oration of Demosthenes against Leptinef (in Re Like, Orator. 

Graec. tom. i. p. 466, 467.). * ■/*“*;' V' 

30 For theQrigm and retfokrtiont of the first Turkish empire, thp c , 

Chinese details arc borrowed front, De'Gn ign e s (Hitt, des ; 

tom. i. P. ii, p. 367— 462.) and Visdc&|i Supplement k la 

thtfque Orient. d’Hetbelot, p.,82— The Greek or Hothfcti 
hints are gathered in Menander (p* 108^164.) and Theophylact 
Simocatta (1. vii. c. 7, x.). 

VOL. VII. TJ v 
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CHAP. Varchonites on tlie banks of the river Til, which* 
derived the epithet of black from its dark water 
or gloomy forests 3l . 'The khan ■ of the Ogors 
was slain with three hundred thousand of his sub- 
jects, and their bodies were scattered over the 
space of four days journey : their surviving 
countrymen acknowledged the strength and 
mercy of the Turks ; and a small portion, about 
twenty thousand warriors, preferred exile to 
servitude. They followed the well-known, road 
of the Volga, cherished' the error of the nations 
who confounded t them with the Avars, and 
spread the terror of that false though famous ap- 
pellation, which had not, however, saved its law- 
ful' proprietors from the yoke of the Turks. 3 '. 
After a long and victorious march, the new Avars 
arrived at the foot of Mount Caucasus, in the 
country of the Alani 33 and Circassians, where they 
first heard of the splendour and weakness of the 
Roman empire. They humbly requested their 
confederate, the prince of the Alani, to lead them to 
this source of riches ; and their ambassador, with 

« The rivor Til, pr^Jula, according to the geography of De 
Guignes, (tofL i. part it. p. lyiii. and 352.) is a small, though grate- 
ful, stream of thc desert, that fells into the Orhon, Selinga, &c. 
See Bdll, : Journey froraPttefsbwfghio Pekin (vol.'U p. 12-1.) ; yet 
his own description of the Keat, down which he sailedinto the Ohy, 
represents the name and attributes of the black river (p. 139-). 

« Theophylact, i.f£c.’£V And yet his true ' Avars are in- 
visible even to the eyes ofM de Guighes; and What can be mow 
illustrious $|it / The right of the fugitive Ogors to that 

national .appellation is confessed by the Turks themselves {Me- 
ander, p. !. ’f * . ■' ■ . 

• «a The ■ All*if are^titjllfanndki the Genealogical History of the 
■ Tatars (p, They opposed the marc^ 

pf the generals of &h|i* -found the Caspian sea, and weteover-. 
thttAm in k^eafl^^tiPmi. « GtngHicim, 1. iv. 0 .. 9 . p.447.V 
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the permission of the governor of Lazica, was trails* chap. 
ported by the Euxine sea to Constantinople. 

The whole city was poured forth to behold with 
curiosity and terror the aspect of a strange people: 
their long hair, which hung in tresses down their 
backs, was gracefully bound with ribbons, but the 
rest of their habit appeared to. imitate the fashion 
of the Huns. When they were admitted to the Their cm- 
■ audience of Justinian, Candish, the first of the am- Consun- 
'bassadors, addressed the Roman emperor in these tmo^ie. 
terms: “ You see before you, O mighty prince, 

“ the representatives of the strongest and most 
“ populous of nations, the invincible, the irre- 
“ sistible Avars. We are willing to devote 
“ ourselves to your service : we are able to van- 
“ quish and destroy all the enemies who now 
“ disturb your repose. But we expect, as -the 
“ price of our alliance, as the reward of our 
“ valour, precious gifts, annual subsidies, and 
“ fruitful possessions.” At the time, of this em- 
bassy, Justinian had reigned, above thirty, he had 
lived above seventy-five years : his mind, as well as 
his body, was feeble and languid ; and the con- 
queror of Africa and Italy, careless of the permanent 
interest of his people, aspired only to end his. days' 
in the bosom even of inglorious peace. In a studied 
oration, he imparted to the Senate his resolution 
to dissemble the insult, and to purchase tlie friend- 
ship of the Avars ; and the whole senate, like the 
mandarins of China, applauded the incomparable 
wisdom and foresight of their soVereigh. The in- 
struments of luxury were immediately prepared 
to captivate the Barbarians; silken garments, 
soft and splendid bedg,land chains and collars 
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CHAP. 

XL1I. 


incrusted with gold. The ambassadors, content 
with such liberal reception, departed from Con- 
stantinople, and Valentin, one of . the emperor’s 
guards, was sent with a similar character to their 
camp at the foot of Mount Caucasus. As their 
destruction or their success must be alike advan- 
tageous to the empire, he persuaded them to in- 
vade the enemies of Rome ; and they were easily 
tempted, by gifts and promises, to gratify their 
ruling inclinations. These fugitives, who fled 
before the Turkish arms, passed the Taaais and 
Borysthenes, and boldly advanced' into the heart 
of Poland and Germany, violating the law of 
nations, and abusing the rights of victory. Before 
ten years had elapsed, their camps were seated on 
the Danube and the Elbe,, many Bulgarian and 
Slavonian names were obliterated from the earth, 
and the remainder of their tribes are found, as 
tributaries and vassals, under the standard of the 
Avars. The chagan, the peculiar title of their 
king, still affected /to cultivate the friendship of 
the emperor; and Justinian entertained some 
thoughts of fixing them in Fannonia, to balance 
the prevailing power of the Lombards. But the 
virtue or treachery of an Avar betrayed the secret 
enmity ond ambitious designs of their countrymen; 
and they loudly complained of the timid, though 
jealous policy, of detaining their ambassadors, and 
denying the arms which they had been allowed to 
purchase % the capital of the empire**. 

** The embassies and first conquests of the Avars may be read in 
Meoandtr (licerpt,:L;#it’'p.tl9', 100, 101. 104, 155 .),Thcq}ihaiJcs 
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Perhaps the apparent change in the dispositions chap. 
of the emperots, may be ascribed to the embassy 
which was received from the conquerors of the Embassies 
Avars’ 9 . The immense distance which eluded jurk«ami 
their arms, could not extinguish their resentment: 
the Turkish ambassadors pursued the footsteps of s 6 y— 0*2. 
the vanquished to the Jaik, the Volga, Mount 
Caucasus, the Euxine, and Constantinople, and at 
length appeared before the successor of Constan- 
tine, to request that he would not espouse the 
cause of rebels and fugitives. Even commerce 
had some share in this remarkable negotiation: 
and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries of 
the Turks, embraced the fair occasion of opening, 
by the north of the Caspian, a new road for the 
importation of Chinese silk into the Roman em- 
pire. The Persian, who preferred the navigation 
of Ceylon, had stopped the caravans of Bochara 
and Samareand: their silk was contemptuously 
burnt: some Turkish ambassadors died in Persia, 
with a suspicion of poison; and the great khan 
permitted his faithful vassal Maniach, the jfrincc 
of the Sogdoites, to propose, at the Byzantine 
court, a treaty of alliance against their common . 
enemies. Their splendid apparel and rich pre-> 
sents, the fruit of Oriental luxury, distinguished 
Maniach and his colleagues, from the rude 

(p. lf>G.),the His to ria Mis cells (1. xvi. p. 10Q-). and Gregory ofToors 
(1. iv. c. 23. 29. in the Historians of France, tom. ii. p. 214. 2170- 
« Theophanes (Chron. p. 204.) and the Hitt. Miscella (!. xvi. 
p. 1 10.), as understood by DeGuignes (toon i. p. ii« p. 35 4.) f appear 
to speak of a Turkish embassy to Justinian himself - t but that pf 
Maniach, in the fourth year of bis successor Justin, is positively the 
first that readied Constantinople (Menander, p. 108.). 
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savages of the North: their letters, in thd Scy- 
thian character and language, announced a people 
•who had attained the rudiments of science 36 : 
they enumerated the conquests, they offered 
the friendship and military aid of tie Turks; 
and their sincerity was attested by direful im- 
precations (if they were guilty of falsehood) 
against their own head, and the head of Disabul 
tlieir master, the . Greek prince entertained 
with hospitable regard the ambassadors of a re- 
mote and powerful monarch: the sight of silk- 
worms and looms disappointed the hopes of the 
Sogdoitcs; the emperor renounced, or seemed 
to renounce, the fugitive Avars, but he accepted 
the allian ce of the Turks; and the ratification' of 
the treaty was carried by a Roman minister to 
the foot of Mount Altai. Under the successors 
of Justinian, the friendship of the two nations 
was cultivated by frequent and cordial inter- 
course; the most favoured* vassals were permitted 
to imitate the example of the great khan, and 
one hundred and’ ’six Turks, who, on various 
occasions, had visited Constantinople, departed 
at the saine time for their native country. The 
duiatfoi^ md /length of the journey fiom the 
^fwulrOT^ipt’to’ Mount Altai are.ndt specified: 

been difficult to Wk A ’a toad 

' The Rusdfcn*- have found charactew,ri^hierog^hics,onthe 
Irtish and Ye*&ei, in medals, topnbs, idols, ’rocks, obelisks, &c. 

. t§paWenbe®fc Jtisi. of £iberia, p. 384. 44& 466T & 9 )- ' Dr. Hyde 
(de Rdigione Veterurrr Persanim, p. 521, &C.) has given two alpha- 
bet! of Thibet and of'thlt Eygours. LjUMpng harboured a awpi- 
-efrn that atf .O*cScyj^,M»d J^f f .p^l“^^| «f 
science, was derived from the Qreeks of Bactriana. 
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•through the nameless deserts, the mountains, 
rivers, and morasses of Tartary ; hut a curious 
account has been preserved of the reception of 
the Roman ambassadors at the royal camp. After 
they had been purified with fire and incense, 
according to a rite still practised' under the sons 
of Zingis, they were introduced to the presence of 
Disabul. In a valley of the Golden Mountain, 
they found the great khan in his tent, seated in 
a chair with wheels, to which an horse might be 
occasionally harnessed. As soon as they had 
delivered their presents, which were received by 
the proper officers, they exposed, in a florid 
oration, the wishes of the Roman emperor, that 
victory might attend the arms of the Turks, that 
their reign might be long and prosperous, and 
that a strict alliance, without envy or deceit, 
might for ever be maintained between the two 
most powerful nations of tjjie earth. The answer 
of Disabul corresponded with these friendly pro> 
fessions, and the ambassadors were seated by his 
ride, at a banquet which lasted the greatest part 
of the day: .the tent was surrounded with silk 
hmgings, an4 a Tartar liquor was served on the 
table, which possessed at least the intoxicating 
qualities of wine. The entertaiikihentof the 
succeeding day was more sump tubus \ the silk 
.hang in gs of the second tent were embroidered 
in various, figuresj and the royal seat, the cups, 
mid the vases, were? Of gold. A third pavilion 
was supported by columns of gilt wood ; a bed 
of pure and massygold was raised on four pea- 
cocks of tho same- mctal : and before the en- 


nui*. 

XI, II. 
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chap, trance of the tent, dishes, basensj And statues of 
solid silver, and admirable art, were ostentatiously 
piled in waggons, the monuments of valour rather 
than of industry. When DisabuLled his armies 
against, the frontiers of Persia, his Roman allies 
followed many days the march of the Turkish 
camp, nor were they dismissed till they had en- 
joyed their precedency over the envoy of the 
great king, whose loud and intemperate clamours 
interrupted the silence of the royal banquet. 
The power and ambition of Chosroes cemented 
the union of the Turks and Romans, who touched 
his dominions on either side: but those distant 
nations, regardless of each other, consulted the 
dictates of interest, without .recollecting the 
obligations of oaths and treaties. -While the suc- 
cessor of Disabul celebrated bis father’s obsequies, 
lie was saluted by the ambassadors of the emperor 
Tiberius, who proposed an invasion of Persia, and 
sustained, with firmness, the angry, and perhaps 
the just, reproaches of that haughty Barbarian. 
“ You see my ten fingers,” said the great khan, 
and he applied ,’them to his mouth. “ You 
“ Romans speak with as many tongues, but 
“ they are fugues of deceit and pegury. To 
“ me y<u» t ;,^pid one language, to my subjects 
“ another : and the nations are successively dc- 
“ luded yoqr perfidious eloquence. You pre- 
“ cipitaje your allies into , war and digger, you 
“ enjoy their . labours, and you neglect your 
“ benefactors.* Hasten your return, inform your 
“ master that a Turk is incapable of utter- 
“ ing or forgiving falsehood, ar^ that he shall 
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“ speedily meet the punishment which he do- chap. 
“ serves. While he solicits my friendship with 
“ flattering and hollow words, he is sunk to a con- 
• “ federate of my fugitive Varclionites. If I con- 
“ descend to march against those contemptible 
“ slaves, they will tremble at the sound of our 
“ whips ; they will be trampled, like a nest of 
“ ants, under the feet of my innumerable ca- 
“ valry. I am not ignorant of the road which they 
“ have followed to invade your empire ; nor can 
“ I be deceived by the vain pretence, that Mount 
“ Caucasus' is the impregnable barrier of the llo- 
“ mans. I know the course of the Nicstcr, the 
“ Danube, and the Hcbrus; the most warlike 
“ nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks ; 

“ and from the rising to the setting sun, the 
“ earth is my inheritance.” Notwithstanding 
this menace, a sense of mutual advantage soon 
renewed the alliance of the Turks and Romans : 
but the pride of the great khan survived his re- 
sentment ; and when he announced an important 
conquest to his friend the emperor Maurice, lie 
styled himself the master of the seven races, and 
the lord of the seven climates of the world 17 . 

Disputes have often arisen between the sovc- 
reigns of Asia, for the title of king of the world ; A. />. 
while the contest has proved that if could not i00— i3 ° 
belong to either of the competitors. : The king- 
dom of t^e Turks was bounded by the Oxus or 

Gihdn ; and Touran was separated by that great 

.. '' . 

37 All the details of thpSc Turkish and Roman embassies, so cu- 
rious in ihehigioijof human manners, arc diawn from the Extract* 

. of Menander (p. 1$$— i'i6. 151 — 154. lbl— 164 .}, in which we 
ofteh regret the & Hist of order and connection. 
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CHAP, river from the rival monarchy of Iran, or Persia, 
xui. which in a smaller compass contained perhaps a 
V ^ v ' w/ larger measure of power and population. The 
Persians, who alternately invaded and repulsed 
the Turks and the Romans, were still ruled hy 
the house of Sassau, which ascended the throne 
three hundred years before the accession of Jus- 
tinian. His contemporary, Cabades, or Kobad, 
had been successful in, war against the emperor 
Anastasius ; but the reign of that prince was dis- 
tracted by civil and religious troubles. A pri- 
soner in the hands of his subjects ; an exile among 
-the enemies of Persia; he recovered his liberty 
by prostituting the honour of his wife, and re- 
gained his kingdom with the dangerous and 
mercenary aid of the Barbarians, who, had slain 
his father. His nobles * were suspicious that 
Kobad never forgave the' authors of his expul- 
sion, or even those of his restoration. The 
people was deluded and,' inflamed by the fana- 
ticism of Mazdak 38 , who-asserted the community 
of women 39 , and the equality of mankind, whilst 
he appropriated -the richest lands and most beau- 
tiful females to the use of his sectaries. The 
▼ie# df these disorders, which had been fomented 
by his -la^i and examjSle % : embittered the do- 
se See ft&ferbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p, s68. ; Hyde (de Rc- 

ligione Vet. fiemmm, «,*l. p. 29 ©, £91.); Poeoek (Specimen 
Hist. Arab. ii ; h 176.); Tex- 

(in Stevens Hiflt. of Persia, ti. c. ; 

*9The fame of thenew law for^the oomxiaiwiity Pf women was 
eooi*propagated in S^ria (Asseman. Bibtio&Qnent. tcrad. tfi. p. 402.) 
and Greece (Procop. Persic- 1 . i.c, t 5.)/ 

40 He offered his own wife and sis le t v jprophet j but the 
prayers of Nushinan saved his mother^ and r lhe mdiguant monarch 
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clining age oft lie Persian monarch ; and his fears 
were increased' by the consciousness of his design 
to reverse the natural and customary order of suc- 
cession, in favour of his third and most favoured 
son, b© famous tinder the name of Chosroes and 
Nushirvan.’ To render the youth more illustri- 
ous in the eyes of the nations,. Kobad was de- 
sirous that he should be adopted by. the emperor 
Justin : the hope of peace inclined the Byzantine 
court to accept this singular proposal ; and Chos- 
roes might have acquired a specious claim to 
the inheritance of his Roman parent. But the 
future mischief was diverted by the advice of 
the quaestor Proclus: a difficulty was started, 
whether the adoption should be performed as a 
civil or military rite®; the treaty was abruptly 
dissolved; and the sense of this indignity sunk 
deep into the mind of Chosroes, who had already 
advanced to the Tigris on his road to Constan- 
tinople. His father did not long survive the 
disappointment of bis wishes: the testament, of 
their -deceased sovereign was read in the assembly 
of the nobles ; and a powerful; faction, prepared 
for the event, and regardless of the priority of 
age, exalted Chosroes to the* throne of Persia. 
He filled that throne during aprosperpusperipd 

never forgave the humiliation to which his filial piety had stooped : 
pedes tuos. deosculatui (said he to MaadakO, citjos footer adhue 
nwes occupat (Poddck, Specimen HifiU Arab. 71,% 

« Procopius, Persic. 1. Lx. U. hot Procluk ©wwiseJ Wa§ 

not the danger Imaginary ?^The exchse, at least/ was tnjurfcas to 
a natidanot ignoraait of letters ; w ypot^atn cl f*^ *wJ*f 

«roio uvroi jrx m- Whether any mod^ of adtt^ion wafr'pac- 

■fised in Pemh, I much doubt; 


m 

CHAP. 

XUI. 
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CHAP. 

XLIf. 


Reign of 
Nushir- 
van, or / 
Chosrods, 
A. IX 


531—579- 


of forty-eight years* 3 ; sod the ; J ustice of Nu- 
shirvan is celebrated as the theme of immortal 
praise by the nations of the East, y 

But the jnstice of kings is understood by them- 
selves, and even by their subjects, with an. ample 
indulgence for the gratification of passion and in- 
terest. The virtue of Chosroes was that of a 
conqueror, who, in the ‘measures of peace and 
war, is excited by ambition, and restrained by 
prudence ; who confounds' the greatness with the 
happiness of a nation, and calmly devotes the 
lives of thousands to the feme, or even the amuse- 
ment, of a single man. In his domestic admini- 
stration, the just Nusliirvan would merit in our 
feelings the appellation of a tyrant. His two 
elder brothers had been deprived of their fair 
expectations of the diadem : their future life, 
between the supreme rank and the condition of 
subjects, was anxious to themselves and formi- 
dable to their master: fear as well as revenge 
might tempt them to rebel ; the slightest evi- 
dence of a conspiracy satisfied the author of their 
wrongs ; and the repose bf Chosroes Was secured 
by tbe death of these unhappy princes, with their 
families and. adherents. One guiltless youth was 
sbted and dismissed’ hy the compassion of a ve- 

' 1 1 .* -'vi" v * . t •; ’ 

T 42 From Procopius and Agathi^s, Pagi (topi. ij r p. 543. 62 $. J has 
proved that Choirs Nushirvan ascended the throne }n the fifth 
yeairof Justinian (A, D. S3t* April l.— A. 0. 532, April 1 .). But 
chro^pl 9 gy, j5^ich harnaonize* with ^he^ Creeks and 
Orientals, is ascertained l^rdohn Malala (tom. ii. 211 .). Cabades, 
or Kobad, after a reign of foriyUhree yeara and two months, 
siefiened the gth, and died the 13th of September, A. JX 531, aged 
eigh ty- two years . According to tfte gnpaU bfRutyc^usj N ushir- . 
ran reigned for ty-^e ven years and six months j and his death must 
consequently be placed hi March, A. 0. 57&» J ‘ <v 
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teran general.; and this act of humanity, which chap. 
was revealed by his son, overbalanced the merit 
of reducing twelve nations to the obedience of 
Persia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodes 
had fixed the diadem on the head of Chosroes 
himself ; but he delayed to attend tlife royal sum- 
mons, till he had performed the duties of a mili- 
tary review : he was instantly commanded to re- 
pair to the iron tripod, which stood before the 
gate of the palace **, where it was death to relieve 
or approach the victim ; and Mebodes languished 
several days before his sentence was pronounced, 
by the inflexible pride and calm ingratitude of 
the son of Kobad. But the people, more espe- 
cially in the East, is disposed to forgive, and even 
to applaud, the Cruelty which striked at the loftiest 
heads ; at the slaves of ambition, whose voluntary 
choice has exposed them, to live in the smiles, 
and to perish by the frown of a capricious mo- 
narch. In the execution of the laws which he had 
no temptation to violate; in the punishment of 
crimes which attacked his own dignity, as well as 
the happiness of individuals ; Nushirvan, or Clios- 
roes, deserved the appellation oijusL .His go- 
vernment was firm, rigorous, and impartial. It 
was the first labour of his reign to abolish the dan- 
gerous theory of common or equal possessions : the 
lands and women which the sectaries of Mazdak 
had usurped, were restored to their lawful 
owners; and the temperate -chastisement of the 

4 ' Procopius, Persic. 1. i. c. 23.. Brisson de Rcgn. £«*, p, 4fi4. 

The gate of the palace of Ispahan is, or was, the fatal scene of dis- 
• grace or death (Chardiu, Voyage en Perse, tom. iv. p. 312,313.)- 
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chap, fanatics or impostors confirmed the domestic rights 
of society. Instead of listening with blind confi- 
dence to a favourite minister, hie established four 
viziers over the four great provinces of his em- 
pire, Assyria, Media, Persia, and Bactriana. In 
the choice of judges, prefects, and counsellors, 
he strove to remove the mask which is always 
worn in the presence of kings : he wished to sub- 
stitute the natural order of talents for the acci- 
dental distinctions of birth and fortune; he pro-' 
fessed, in specious language, his intention to 
prefer those men who . carried the poor in their 
bosoms, and to banish corruption from the scat of 
justice, as dogs were excluded from the temples 
of the Magi. THe code of laws of the first Ar- 
■ taxerxes was revived and published as the rule of 
the. magistrates ; but the assurance of speedy pu- 
nishment was the best security of their virtue. 
Their behaviour was inspected by a thousand 
eyes, their words were overheard by a thousand 
ears, the secret or public agents of the throne; 
and the provinces, from the Indian to the Ara- 
bian confines, were enlightened by the frequent 
visits of a sovereign, who affected to emulate his 
celestial brother in his rapid and salutary career. 
Education and agriculture he viewed as the two 
objects most deserving of his care. In every city 
of Persia, orphans, and the children of the pom', 
wf$p frrafifttMned and instructed at the publife ex- 
peuce; the daughters were given in marriage to 
the 'iSchest citizens of? their own rank, and. the 
sons, according to their different talents, were 
employed in mechanic trades, Or promoted to. 
more honourable service. The deserted villages 
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were relieved by his bounty; to the peasants and chap. 
farmers who were found incapable of cultivating XL11 - 
their lands, he distributed cattle, seed, and the 
instruments of husbandry; and the rare and inesti- 
mable treasure of fresh water was parsimoniously 
managed, and skilfully dispersed over the arid 
territory of Persia 4 *. The prosperity of that 
kingdom was the effect and the evidence of his 
virtues : his vices are those of Oriental despotism ; 
but in the long competition between Chosroes 
and Justinian, the advantage both of merit and 
fortune is almost always on the side of the Bar- 
barian 4S . 

To the praise of justice Nushirvan united the 
reputation of knowledge; and the seven Greek Hi»i<>u> ( .r 
philosophers, who visited his court, ‘.were invited Icar "‘" 1 - 
and deceived by the strange assurance, that a dis- 
ciple of Plato was seated on the Persian throne. 

Did they expect that a prince, strenuously exer- 
cised in the toils of war and governiftent, should 
agitate, with dexterity like their own, the ab- 
struse and profound questions which amused the 
leisure of the schools Of Athens? Could they hope 

44 I* Persia, the prince of the waters is an officer of state* *The 
number of welhanf^ subterraneous channels « much diminished, 
and with it tfie fertility of the soil : 400 wells have been recentlylost 
near Tauiitf, and 42,000 we^fe once reckoned ih the j>rorincert£Rh<>- * 
rasan (Ghaqdip, tom. iti.p. Qg, too. ;Tayernier, tom. i. p. 41{f.). « 

46 character £pd government of .tyushirvan is represented 
sometimes mtheWards of D^HeAcloCffiilbKot. Orient, p. 080, ic/ 
from Khoidtealir), EutycHiu^ (Ahtial. tom.ii. p. 179 , very 
rich), Ahuipharagius (Dynast, vti. p;^4, 95 .— very poqrjE, Taiikh 
Schikard (p. 144—150.), Tweira (in Stevens, 1. u c. 35.), Aflsernaii 
(Bibliot. Orient, tom. iii. p. 404—410.), and the Abbe iWmont 
(Hist, de PApad, des Inscriptions, tom. vii. p. 325—334.), who has 
translated yipurious or geuuihe testament of N u shirvan. 
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CHAP, that the precepts of philosophy should direct the 
life, and control the passions, of a despot, whose 
infancy had been taught to cohsider his absolute 
and fluctuating will as the only rule of moral ob- 
ligation 40 '? The' studies of Chosroes were osten- 
tatious ami-superficial : but his example awakened 
the curiosity of an ingenious people, and the light 
of science was diffused over the dominions of 
Persia 47 . At Gondi Sapor, in the. neighbour- 
hood of the royal city of Susa, an academy of phy- 
sic was founded, Which insensibly became a li- 
beral school of poetry, philosophy, and rhetoric 4 *. 
The annals of the monarchy 49 were composed ; 
and while recent and authentic history might 
afford setrie useful lessons both to the prince and 
people^ the darkness of the first ages was embel- 
lished by the giants, the dragons, and the fabu- 
hn^ hkbeS of Oriental romance 50 . Every learned 

WAthousa&dyears before his birth, the judges of Persia had 
givdh tt solemn ttpinlo n ■ r y TUp&iun •$« not wuun r* n 

S«A.i)r*>(Hetodotil.iii.c.3J. p. 9 JO.edit.Wesseljng.). Nor had this 
constitutional .maxim been neglected as an useless and barren theory. 

’ W Oh tbe iitcrary state of Persia, the Greet versions, philosophers, 
sophists, the learning or ignorance- of Chosroes, Agathias (1. ii. c. 
66— 71.) displays much information and strong prejudices. 

Asseman. Bibliot. Orient, tom.iv. p. dCcxlv. vi. vii. 

*9 The Shah Narueh, or Book' of Kings, b perhaps the original 
record of history which was translated InUpGreek by the interpre- 
ter Sergius (Agathiat, 1. v. p. 14 i.), presetted after the Mahometan 
conquest, and versified in the year 994, iy the national poet Fer- 
douSIt. See D’Anquetll (Mem. de I’AcaSeniie, tom. xxxi.p. 379 )> 
and Sir William Jones (Hist, of Nader Sh^h/p. l6l.). 

In* the fifdt s<Sntury, the. name of , Rettom pi Rostam, 
an hero who 'equalled the strength of twdye eleplianu, 
was familiar to the Armenians (Moses . Chorenensis, Hist. 
Armen. 1. ij. c. 7 . p. J)6. edit. Whistoo.). In the beginning 
of the seventh, the Persian Romance of Rostam^ and Isfendiar 
was applauded at Mecca (Sale's Koran, c. jupS. p. 335.)- 
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or confident granger was enriched by the bounty, 
jind flattered by the conversation, of the monarch : 
he nobly rewarded a Greek physician 51 , by the 
deliverance of three thousand captives ; and the 
sophists, who contended for his favour, were exas- 
perated by the wealth and insolence ofUranius, 
their more successful rival. Nushirvan believed, 
or at least respected, the religion of the Map ; and 
some traces of persecution may be discovered in 
•his reign 52 . Yet he allowed himself freely to com- 
pare the tenets of the various sects ; and the theo- 
logical disputes, in which he frequently presided, 
diminished the authority of the priest, and en- 
lightened the minds of the people. At his com- 
mand, the most celebrated writers of Greece and 
India were translated into the Persian language; 
a smooth and elegant idiom, recommended by 
Mahomet to the use of paradise: though it is 
branded with the epithets of savage and mmniciral 
by the ignorance and presumption of Aga thias ” 
Yet the Greek historian might reasonably wonder, 
that it should be found possible to execute an 

Yet this exposition of ludicrum nov® historic, is not given by 
Maracci (Refulat. Alcoran, p. 54 4—548.). 

51 Procop. (Goth. 1. iv. c. 10.). Kobad had a favourite Greek phy- 
sician, Stephen of Edessa (Persic. I. ii. c. 20.). The practice was 
ancient; and Herodotus relates the adventures of Dernocedcs of 
Crotona (1. iiL c. 125—137.). 

* ^ ec tom. ii. p. 68(5. In one of the treaties an honourable 
article wa$ inserted for the toleration and burial of the Catholics 
(Menander, in Excerpt. Lcgat. p. 142.). Nusljizad, a son ofNiisbir- 
van, was a Christian, a rebel, and— a martyr? (D'HerbeJot, p.68l.). 

53 On the Persian language, and its three dialects, consult D*An-' 
quetil (p. 339—343.) and Jones (p. 153—185.) : rm yJUrfrfy x«< 

is the character which Agathias (1. ii. p. 66,} ascribes 
so an idiom renowned in the E^st for poetical softness, 

VOL. VII. % ’ 
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chap, entire version of Plato and Aristotle in a foreign 
dialect, which had not been framed to express the 
spirit of freedom and the subtleties of philosophic 
disquisition. And, if the reason of the Stagyrite 
might be equally dark, or equally intelligible in 
every tongue, the dramatic art and verbal argu- 
mentation of the disciple of Socrates 54 , appear to 
be indissolubly mingled with the grace and per- 
fection of his Attic style. In the search of. uni- 
versal knowledge, Nushirvan was informed, that 
the moral and political fables of Pilpay, an ancient 
Brachmah, were preserved with jealous reverence 
among the treasures of the kings of India. The 
physician Pcrozes was secretly dispatched to the 
banks of the Ganges, with instructions to procure, 
at any price, the communication of this valuable 
work. His dexterity obtained a transcript, his 
learned diligence accomplished the translation ; and 
the fables of Pilpay 55 were read and admired in 
the assembly of Nushirvan and his nobles. The 
Indian original, and the Persian copy, have long 
since disappeared : but this venerable monument 
has been saved by the curiosity of the Arabian 


Agathias specifics the Gorgias, Phaedon, Parmenides, and Ti- 
maeu9, Renaudot (Fabricius, Bihliot. Grace, tom. xii. p. 246— 
261.) does not mention this Barbaric version of Aristotle. 

w Of these fables, I have seen three copies in three different 
languages: 1. In Greek, translated by Simeon Seth (A. IX 1100.) 
from the Arabic, and published by Starck at Berlin ip 1697, in 
l£mo. 2. Jp Latin , a version from the Greek, Sapientia Indorum, 
inserted by Pere Pbhssin at the end of his edition of Pachymer 
(p. £47— 680. edit. Roman.). 3. I11 French , from the;Turkish, de- 
dicated , In 1540, to sultan SkAiman. Contes et Fables Indiennes 
de Bidpai eV de ljbkman, par M. M. Ga^nd et Caxdonne, Paris, 
V778. 3vo\a. in 12 mo. Mr. War ton (History of English Poetry, 
v61. i. p. 131.) ukes a larger scope. 
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caliphs, revived in the modem Persic, the Turkish, CHAP, 
the Syriac, the Hebrew, and the Greek idioms, 
and transfused through successive versions into the 
modem languages of Europe. In their present 
form, the peculiar character, the manners and re- 
ligion of the ^Hindoos, are completely obliterated ; 
and the intrinsic merit of the tables of Pilpay is 
far inferior to the concise elegance of Phaedrus, and 
the native graces of La Fontaine. Fifteen moral 
aiid political sentences are illustrated in a series of 
apologues: but the composition is intricate, the 
narrative prolix, and the precept obvious and barren. 

Yet the Brachman may assume the merit of in- 
venting a pleasing fiction, which adorns the naked- 
ness of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, to a royal 
ear, the harshness of instruction. With a similar 
design, to admonish kings that they are strong only 
in the strength of their subjects, the same Indians 
invented the game of chess, which was likewise in- 
troduced into Persia under the reign of Nushirvan 88 . 

The son of Kobad found his kingdom involved Peace and 
in a war with the successor of Constantine ; an<j 
the anxiety of his domestic situation inclined mans, 
him to grant the suspension of arms, which Jus- —Mg. 533 
tinian was impatient to purchase. Chosroes saw 
the Roman ambassadors at his feet. , He accepted 
eleven thousand pounds of gold, as the price of 
an endless or indefinite peace* ; some mutual ex- 
changes were regulated ; the Persian assumed the 

56 Sec the Historia Shaljiludii of I)r. Hyde (Syntagm. Dissertat- 
tom. ii. p. 6l— 69.). ' r ' * * » 

Tta endUfc* 1. c. *l\ 

*** taufve&m g^ithyear, and liid of J ustmaan (A.T>. 533, 
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guard of the gates of Caucasus, and the de-. 
molition of Dara was suspended/ on condition 
that it should never be made the residence of the 
general of the East. This interval of repose had 
been solicited, and was diligently improved by the 
ambition of the emperor: his African conquests 
were jthe first fruits of the Persian treaty; and the 
avarice of Chosroes was soothed by a large portion 
of the spoils of Cartilage, which liis ambassadors 
required in a tone of pleasantry, and under the 
colour of friendship 30 . But the trophies of Bcli- 
sarius disturbed the slumbers of the great king ; 
and he heard with astonishment, envy, and fear, 
that Sicily, Italy, and Rome itself, had been re- 
duced, in three rapid campaigns, to the obedience 
of Justinian. Unpractised in the art of violating 
treaties, he secretly excited his bold mid subtle 
vassal Alinondar. That prince of the Saracens, 
who resided at Hira 39 , had not been included in 
the. general peace, and still waged an obscure war 
against his rival Ar^thas, , the chief of -the tribe of 
Gassan, pnd confederate of the empire. The sub- 
ject of their dispute was an extensive sheep-walk in 
the desert to the south of Palmyra. An immemo- 
rial tribute for the licence of pasture, appeared to 

between January 1, and April I. Pagi, tom.il. p.,fi5Q.). Miycel- 
Mts Chronicle, uses the style of Medes and Persians. 

Persic. 1. i. c. $6. : , 

^Almondar, king of Hira, was deposed by Kobad; and restored 
by Nusliirvan. His mother, from her beauty, was sumamed 
Cmkslml Water, an appellation which became hereditary, and was 
extended for, a more noble cause (liberality in famine) to the Arab 
- P r ^ces of Syria (Pocock, Specimen Hist, 4#^* p. €> 9 , 70 .). 
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attest the rights of Almondar, while the Gassanite chap. 
appealed to the Latin name of strata, a paved 
road, as an unquestionable evidence of the sove- 
reignty and labours of the Romans 80 . The two 
monarchs supported the cause of tlicir respective 
vassals ; and the Persian Arab, without expecting 
the event of a slow and doubtful arbitration, en- 
riched his flying camp with the spoil and captives 
of Syria. Instead of repelling the arms, Justinian 
attempted to seduce the fidelity, of .Almondar, 
while he called from the extremities of the earth 
the nations of ./Ethiopia and Scythia to invade the 
dominions of his rival. But the aid of such allies 
was distant and precarious, and the discovery of 
this hostile correspondence justified the complaints 
of the Goths and Armenians, who implored, almost 
at the same time, the protection of Chosrocs. 

The descendants of Arsaces, who were still nu- 
merous in Armenia, had been provoked to assert 
the last relics of national freedom and hereditary 
rank; and the ambassadors of Vitiges had secretly 
traversed the empire to expose the instant, and 
almost inevitable, danger of the kingdom of Italy. 

Their representations were uniform, weighty, and 
effectual. “We stand before your throne, the 
“ advocates of your interest as well as of our own. 

“ The ambitious and faithless Justinian aspires to 
** be the sole master of the world. Since the end- 


00 Procopius, Persic. 1. ii. c. 1.* We are ignorant of the origin 
and object of this strata, a paved road of ten days journey from 
Auranitis to Babylonia. (See a Latin note in Delisle’s Map Imp, 
Orient.) Wcsselingaad D’Anville aie silent. 
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chap. “ less peace, which betrayed the common freedom 
“ of mankind, that prince, your ally in words, 
“ your enemy iu actions, has alike insulted his 
“ friends and foes, and has filled the earth with 
“ blood and confusion. Has he not violated the 
“ privileges of Armenia, the independence oi 
“ Colchos, and the wild liberty of the Tzanian 
“ mountains ? Has be not usurped, with equal 
“ avidity, the city of Bosphorus on the frozen 
“ Maeotis, and the Vale of palm-trees on the shores 
“ of the Red Sea? The Moors, the Vandals, the 
“ Goths, Have been successively oppressed, and 
. “each nation has calmly remained the spectator 
“ of their neighbour’s ruin. Embrace, O king ! 
“ the favourable moment ; the East is left with- 
“ out defence, while the armies of Justinian and 
“ his renowned general are detained in the distant 
“ regions . of the West. If you hesitate and de- 
“ lay; Belisarius and his victorious troops will soon 
“ .return from the Tyber to the Tigris, and Persia 
“ may enjoy the wretched consolation of being the 
“last devoured 61 .” By such arguments, Chos- 
roes was easily persuaded to imitate the example 
which he condemned: but the Persian, ambi- 
tious of military . fame, disdained the inactive 
warfare of a rivals who issued his sanguinary 
' commands from the secure station of the- Byzan- 
tine palace. 


I have blended, in a short speech, the two orations of the 
Arsacides of Armenia and the Gothic ambassadors. Procopius, in 
his public history, feels, and makes us feel, that Justinian was the 
true author of the war (Persic. 1. u. c. 2, 3,), 
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Whatever might be the provocations of Chos- chap. 
roes, he abused the confidence of treaties; and 
the just reproaches of dissimulation and falsehood He invades 
could only be concealed by the lustre of his aVdImo; 
victories*'. The Persian army, which had been 
assembled in the plains of Babylon, prudently 
declined the strong cities of Mesopotamia, and 
followed the western bank of the Euphrates, till 
the small though populous town of Dura presumed 
to arrest the progress of the great king. The gates 
of Dura, by treachery and surprise, were burst 
open f and as soon as Chosroes had stained his 
scvmiter with the blood of the inhabitants, he 
dismissed the ambassador of Justinian to inform 
his master in what place he had left the enemy of 
the Homans. The conqueror still affected the 
praise of humanity and justice ; and as he beheld 
a noble matron with her infant rudely dragged 
along the ground, he sighed, he wept, and im- 
plored . the divine justice to punish the author of 
these calamities. Y et the herd of twelve thousand 
captives was ransomed for two hundred pounds of 
gold-; the neighbouring bishopof Sergiopolis pledged 
. his faith for the payment ; and in the subsequent . 
year the unfeeling avarice of Chosroes exacted the 
penalty 1 of an obligation which it was generous to 

62 The invasion of Syria, the ruin of Antioch, &c. are related in 
a full and Tegular series by Procopius (Persic. 1. ii. c. 5— :14.). Small 
collateral aid can be drawn from the Orientals : yet not they, but 
D*Ilcrbelot himself (p. 680.) should blush, when he blames them 
for making Justinian and Nushirvan contemporaries. On the geo- 
graphy of the scat of vtar, EjJ Anvillc (PEuphrate et le Tigtc) is 
, sufficient and satisftc&ry. 
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chap, contract and impossible to discharge. He ad-* 
vanced into the heart of Syria ; buta feeble enemy, 
who vanished at his approach, disappnin tfA hint 
of the honour of victory ; and as he' could not hope 
to establish his dominion, the Fenian king dis- 
played in this inroad the mean and rapacious vices 
of a robber. Hierapolis, Berrhaea or . Aleppo,. 
Apamea and Chalcis, were successively besieged : 
they redeemed their safety by a ransom of gold or 
silver, proportioned to their respective strength 
and opulence ; and their new master enforced, 
without observing, : the terms of capitulation. 
Educated in the religion of the Magi, he exercised, 
without remorse, the lucrative trade of sacrilege ; 
and, after stripping of its gold and gems a piece 
of the true cross, he generously restored the 
naked relic to . the; devotion of the Christians 
and ruins of Apamea. No mere than fourteen years had 
Antioch, elapsed since Antioch was ruined by.an earth- 
quake; but thbqueen ,of the East, the new 
Theopolis, had been raised front the ground by 
the liberality •$£. Justinian;} and the increasing 
greatness ; of H&$hhu*Iding&> and the peopk already^ 
emsod Ae* memory of Ais b; disaster^: On* 

one side* As citjf waadefeatded by i the mountains 
on the >ther by the ji m Oronfes ; but Aetnnet' 
aeoepsible part-* map commanded by a superior , 
eminence: the proper, remedies; were rejected^; 
from the despicable fear of discovenrig it^/eak- 
ness to the enemy ; mid GermSnus,the emperor’s '■ 
nephew, refused to trust his perseii and dignity 
within the walls of a besieged city. The people ,, 
pf AntiftA had inherited Ae vain and satirical 

- .'f 
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genius of their ancestors: they .Were elated by a 
sudden reinforcement of six thousand soldiers; 
they disdained the offers of an easy capitalist itm ; 
and their intemperate* clamours insulted from the 
ramparts the majestyofthe great king^ Und^r 
his eye the Peraantayriads mounted With sc*- ; 
ling-ladders to the assault t the Roman merce^ 
naries fled through the opposite gate' Of Daphne; 
and the generous assistance -of the ytiujtik of An- 
tioch served only to aggravate the ' • miseries of 
their country. As Chosroecy attended by the’ 
ambassadors, of Justinian, was descending from 
the mountain, he affected, in a plaintive voice, 
to deplore the obstinacy and ruin of that un- 
happy people; but the slaughter still raged with 
unrelenting fury ; and the dty, at the Command 
of a Barbarian, was delivered to the flames; ‘The 
cathedral of Antioch was indeed preserved by ‘ the 
avarice, not the piety, of the ^mjuerot i a mtire 
honourable exemption was grsute&jio the (hutch 
of St. Julian, and the^paartet of-the town where 
the ambassadors resided ; some thstantstreetSwerfc 
saved hy tbe shiftingiof ' the ‘witid'^nad-the Walls 
still suhsuftedtopretect, and'se^to betray, tfeefr 1 
news/' inhabitants. ’ Ifenatiriamv bad defaced^? thd^ 
ornaments of Daphne, bttt^ChdSroet b»§&tbe& a <v 
purer-air amidst her groves mid fou&tams ; aiid ; 
some idolaters in his train might sacriflce trith"' 
impun^y to the nytaphs of that elegant retreat. 
Eighteen miles below Afitioch, the river OiOntee 
falls into , the Mediterranean. The haaghty Pitti ' 
sian visited the term of his conquests : and, dfter 
batlungsdenc in the sea, he offered a solemn -saefi- 

... j .* 1 . . ' , ■' ~\.i ' ' 
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fice of thanksgiving to the sun, or rather to the 
Creator of the sun, whom the Magi adored. If 
this act of superstition offended the prejudices of 
the Syrians, they were pleased by the courteous 
and even eager attention with which he assisted 
at the games of the circus; and as Chosroes had 
heard that the blue faction was espoused by the 
emperor, his peremptory command secured the 
victory of the green charioteer. From the disci- 
pline of his camp the people derived more solid' 
consolation ; and they interceded in vain for the 
life of a soldier who had too faithfully copied the 
rapine of the just Nushirvan. At length, fa- 
tigued, though unsatiated, with the spoil of Syria, 
he slowly moved to the Euphrates, formed a 
temporary bridge in the neighbourhood of Bar- 
balissus, and defined the space of three days for 
the entire passage of his numerous host. After 
his return, he, founded, at the distance of one 
day’s journey from the palace of Ctesiphon, a new 
city, which perpetuated the joint names of Chos- 
roes and of ikntioch. The Syrian captives recog- 
nised the form, and situation of their native abodes: 
baths and 4 stately circus were constructed for 
their use; and a colony of musicians and cha- 
rioteers revived in Assyria the pleasures of a Greck 
capital. By the munificence of the royal founder, 
a liberal allowance was' assigned to these fortunate 
exiles ; and they enjoyed the singular privilege of 
bestowing freedom on the slaves whom they ac- 
knowledged as their kinsmen. . Palestine, and the 
holy wealth of Jerusalem^ were the next, objects 
that attracted, the ambition, or rather the avarice; 
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’of Chosroes. Constantinople, and tlie palace of chap. 
tile Caesars, no longer appeared impregnable or 
remote; and his aspiring fancy already covered 
Asia Minor with the troops, and the Black Sea 
with the navies, of Persia. , 

These hopes might have been realized, if the Defence 
conqueror of Italy had not been seasonably recalled 
to the defence of the East Sr . While Chosroes riu»,A.D. 

54 1 

pursued his ambitious designs on the coast of the 
Euxine, Belisarius, at the head of an army with- 
out pay or discipline, encamped beyond the Eu- 
phrates, within six miles of Nisibis. He medi- 
tated, by a skilful operation, to draw the Persians 
from their impregnable citadel, and improving 
his advantage in the field, either to intercept 
their retreat, or perhaps to enter the gates with 
the flying Barbarians. He advanced one day’s 
journey on the territories of Persia, reduced the 
fortress of Sisaurane, and sent the governor, with 
eight hundred chosen horsemen, to serve the em- 
peror in his Italian wars. He detached Arcthas 
and his Arabs, supported by twelve hundred Ho- 
mans, to pass the Tigris, and to ravage the har- 
vests of Assyria, a fruitful province, long exempt 
from the calamities of war. But the plans of Be- 
lisarius were disconcerted by the un tractable spi- 
rit of Arethas, who neither returned to the camp, 
nor sent any intelligence of ins motions. The' 

Roman general was fixed in anxious expectation 

83 In the public, history of Procopius (Persic. 1. it. c. 10. IS, 

SO, SI. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.) ; and, with tissue slight exceptions, wc 
may reasonably shut our ears against the malevolent whisper of 
• the Anecdotes (c. 2* 3, with the sensual, of, Akmatmtu.v 
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chap. tt> the same spot ; the time of action elapsed, the 
ardent sun of Mesopotamia inflamed with fevers the 
Wood of his European soldiers ; andthe stationary 
troops and officers of Syria affected to tremble for 
the safety of their defenceless cities. Y et this diver- 
sion had already succeeded in forcing Chosroes to 
return with loss and precipitation ; .and if the skill 
of Relisarius had been seconded by discipline and . 
valour, his success might have satisfied the sanguine . 
wishes of the public, who required at his hands the 
conquest of Ctesiphon, and the deliverance of the 
A. D. 542. captives of Antioch; . At the end of the campaign, 
he was recalled to Constantinople by an Ungrateful 
court, but the dangers of the- ensuing spring re- 
stored his confidence end command; and the hero, 
almoit alone, was dispatched, with' the speed of 
post-horses, to repel, by his name and presence, the 
invasion of Syria! :He found the Roman generals, 
among whom was&?%ephew of Justinian, impri- 
soned bytlieir-fetmj ih the fortifications of Hiera- 
pblis; But instead of listening to their timid 
counsels, Belisarins commanded them to follow 
him to EurOptG&j Where he had resolved to collect 
his forces, afhdioeUecbte whatever God should in- 
spire him to atchieve agiinst the eheniy. His firm 
attitude on the banW of the Euphrates restrained 
Chosroes from advancing towards Palestine ; and , 
he received with art add dignity, the ambassadors, 
or ratfeer spies, Bf the Persian monarch. The plain 
. hetn ye n Hieb-polisf^d the' nv^|wus covered 
: With the sqimdrOnsM cavalry, six wousand hun- 
ters, tall and robus^Who pursued their game withf- 
out the apprehensioncf an e»ciny. > On the pppo- 
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'site bank the ambassadors descried a thousand Ar- 
menian horse, who appeared to guard the passage 
of the Euphrates. The tent of Belisarius was 
of the coarsest linen, the simple equipage of a 
warrior who disdained the luxury v of the East. 
Around his tent, the nations who marched under 
his standard were arranged with skilful confusion. 
The Thracians and .Illyrians were posted in the 
front, the Heruli and Cloths in the centre; the 
prospect was closed 'by the Moors and Vandals, 
and their loose array seemed to multiply th e ir 
numbers. Their dress was light and active ; one 
soldier carried a whip, another a sword, a third 
a bow, a fourth, perhaps, a battle-axe, and the 
whole picture exhibited the intrepidity of the 
troops and the vigilance of the general. Chos- 
roes was deluded by the address, and awed by 
the genius, of: the lieutenant of Justinian. Con- 
scious of the merit, and igporapt of the force, of 
his antagonist, he dreaded a decisive battle in a 
distant- country, from whence jpot, a .Persian might 
return to relate t£e melancholy tale. The great 
king hastened to repass theJSnphr&tes ; and JBe- 
lisarius pressed his “retreat, ty isSfeating to< op* 
pose a, measure so salutary^tbeenipi^ and 
which .could scarcely Jiave hee^, prevented, by an 

army of an hundred t^ousqndjnpn. Envy might 

suggest to igmyrance pfl’ pride, that the public 
epeip^r had heap su%ed to escape: bub the 
African and Glothic triumphs are less glorious 
than this safe and bloodless . victory, in which 
neither ^fortune, nor the valour of the soldiers, 
can act any part pf the general’s renown. 
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chap. The second removal of Belisarius from the Per- 
vj^^sian to the Italian war, revealed, the extent of 
a. D. 543 . his personal merit, which\Jiad corrected or sup- 
&c ' plied the want of discipline and courage. Fifteen 
generals, without concert or skill, led through the 
mountains of Armenia an army of thirty tho usan d 
Romans, inattentive to their signals, their ranks, 
and their ensigns. Four thousand Persians, en- 
trenched in the camp of Dubis, vanquished, al- 
most without a combat, this disorderly multitude ; 
their useless arms were scattered along the road, 
and their horses sunk under the fatigue of their 
rapid flight. But the Arabs of the Roman party 
prevailed over their brethren; the Armenians 
returned to their allegiance; the cities of Dara 
and Edessa'resistcd a sudden assault and a regular 
siege, and the calamities of war, were suspended 
by those of pestilence. A tacit or formal agree- 
ment between the two sovereigns protected the 
tranquillity of the' Extern frontier ; and the arms 
of Chosroes were confined to the Colchian or 


Lazio war, which has been too minutely described 
by the historians of the times 8 *. 

Descrip- The extreme length, of ttte Euxine Sea®*, from 
Coichor, C^s^Jitino^ to the mouth of the Phasis, may 
Laaica, or be computed as a voyage of nine days, and a mea- 

Mingrdia. , 

64 ThcLazic war, the contest of Jiome and Persia on the Phasis, 
is tedionriy spun through many a page of Procopius (Persic. 1. ii. c. 
15. 17-98, 30. Gothic. L iv. C. 7*^l6.),^rid Agathias (1* ii, iii, 

and W. p. 55— 13 141.). ^ ‘ ■ 

^ The Periplusi &r circumnavigation of the buxine se% was de- 
scribed in Latin fry Sallust, and in Greek by Arrian : l. Thi former : 
Work, which no longer exists,, has-been restored by ih& singular - 
diMgence- of M, dcihotses, fim pmridfflf* of the parliament of Dijon ' 
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sure of seven hundred miles. From the Iberian 
Caucasus, the most lofty and craggy mountains 
of Asia, that river descends with such oblique 
vehemence, that in a short space it is traversed 
by one hundred and twenty 1 bridges. Nor does 
the stream become placid and navigable, till it 
reaches the town of Sarapana, five days journey 
from the Cyrus, which flowsfrom the same hills, 
but in a contrary direction, to. the Caspian lake. 
•The proximity of these rivers has suggested the, 
practice, or at least the idea, of wafting the pre- 
cious merchandize of India down the Oxus, over 
the Caspian, up the Cyrus, and with the current 
of the Pliasis into the Euxine and Mediterranean 
seas. As it successively collects the streams of 
the plain of Colchos, the. Phasis moves with di- 
minished speed, though accumulated weight. 
At the mouth it is sixty fathom deep, and half a 
league broad, but a small woody island is inter- 
posed in the midst of the channel : the water, so 
soon as it has deposited an earthy or metallic 
sediment, Boats on the surface of the waves, and 
is no longer susceptible of .corruption. In a 
course of one hundred iniles, forty of which are 
navigable for large vessels, the Phasij divides the 


(Hist, de la Rfepublique Romaine, tom. ii.l.iii. p. 199*— 29&)* who 
ventures to assume. the character of the Roman historian. His de- 
scription of the i£uxmeis ingeo iouslyfomied of all the fragment* 
of the original, and of all theGteeks and Latins whom Sallust 
might copy, Or by whom he might be copied ; and the meri^of the 
execution atones for ^<he whimsical design. 2. The Periptua oL 
Arrian is addressed to r the emperor Adrian (in Geograph, Minor, 
Hudson,, torn. iOr and contains whatever the governor of Potftus 
had seen 'from Trcbizond to I^Oscurias ; whatever heard 

from Dioscdrias to the Danube^ afid .whatever he khcdrfowntbc 
Dauubc to Tfebizond. " ^ 
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celebrated region of Coiehos 66 , or Mingrelia"% 
tfbich, on three sides, is fortified; by the Iberian 
and Armenian mountains, andwhose maritime 
coast extends about two hundred miles, from 
the neighbourhood bf Trebizond to Dioscurias, 
and the confines of Circassia. Both the soil and 
climate are relaxed by. excessive moisture : twenty- 
eightnvers, Besides tbe .Ehasis and his dependent 
convey fheir -waters to the sea; and the 
hoUoswness of the : ground 'iappears to indicate the* 
subterraneous channels between the Euxine and 
the Caspian, In the fields’. where wheat or barley 
is sown, the earth" irtoo soft to sustain the action 
cS the . plough ; but'the gam, a small grain, not 
uadite the miHet or e^a^ter. seed; supplies the 
foci of the .people •„ a^L, . use of 

fctead ^ -aa xohined . to th^prince and; his nobles. 

• Yf b a^©.fl^ati^%mthe harvest ; 
ahd;-: jdie iebufit -rtf th^tbi^f^ai,; w<9ti as the quality 

• powers of 
" The aaosft powers continually tend to 

otreitippdpw .the - country with - .thick 

Vc ’**'• r .2 '* * ^ - > ■' 

hints fndtt.the poetSj historians, 
c«6,ilt tht 'iggograph ical descriptions of 

■ ... -®W (Hlw. Natux: 

^f.IAainqu6tcj dnd fciaV* used, three modern descriptions ofMing. 
^«4j^ia*ji^«irt V; l.-Qtfm« ! J«te'AtehangeliLamb«- 

imi dir ma]i), who has 

2., Of Chardin 

t toc;. f;4ife~»i68.) t t v-hds obJetvaSdns are 
. ewa ^ Wgjffi fer itt are s^Hihore ifri ' 

- W «&swvatioH3 1 

k*4wbuM»' *H 

ii'toisdse; de'ht Met' Nw^ tom. ii. 

mpoimuI ofFrance ; and . 
?h£ espottaao*.. v- 4 ' - 


• *dr>*ei| 
-a mart 4 * 
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CHAP. invented geographical maps, TWingentiaty 
v“b»*a moderns bll'peopled, w^d^flourisfaine cities 
^f^dnotions, thei%m4<betwefL Euxinelll - 
the Caspian 70 ; andalively faf/tfg(gftfriri|% the re- 
semblance of dii£^;1w$i; in of* 

trade, has not hesitated-to pronounce Gdlchos die 
, , Holland rf antiquity ... •-> r 

t Manner* ‘ ' Sut the" riches of Colctfos .^iine only through ■■ 
MtWe»'. tji« dSrlmess of conjectu|e or. tradition; and its * 
genuine history , ,preseM^'iatt- : i%nif(WiBf>i«iceiie . of 
rudeness and poverty(: |fbnelttii^ed*and thirty 
languages were spdfetii in the Market of Dios- 
cnrias 7 *, they wera^^ift -frhpecjfct idiortis itf so 
many savage tribes oi Emilies, sequestered from, 
each other in the valliesltf Mount Ca ucasia ; and 
their separation, whicb^ dimin ished die > impor- 
tance, mu&< &ye. multipKed the ntunbei*, i>f their 
rustic capi^li. In the present sWof.-Mragrelia, 
a village is an assemblage^qf huts within .a .wooden 
fence ; the .fortresses-' $re|(«»tede*h -the depths of 
forests; the prin^itb^i df Cj^ta, orSCotatis, 
consists , ofs two hundred bouses, and a' Stone edi- 


twe, appertains only to the magnificence of kings, 
barks, • IsS^v/widf^the fruits of industry, annually 


■ ‘ ~ T^ffo'nteaqtj^j j^ rit' Aes 1. %‘htjimt. . . 

« oi»S> a fi fT g p i ^H Al j ’ ial 

7 ^BoucamvUlft* ‘AXiMin&d&VA — 


^ 7 *A^i«* k hi*t6fia^ 4eun^c na-' 

ISbocA.iiiiimillbus linga^aeaewii^ nL«ik*t Pluiy is 

Jp. «* post^Sjwa^*^ 
iM gssia tv&SAj., liilt.'liirWwpM . fesrta’ ekw fc ttniltitude 


erce of 


Burned, &l ; earn ccc na- 
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Oistanchor on the coast; andwbie list of Colchian Chap. 
.Reports is mull , increased, since the natives had 
only slaves and hides to offefin exchange for the 
com andsalt which theypurchased from the sub- 
jects of Justipaan. Not' a... vestige can be found 
of the the navigation, of 

the ancient Colchians: few Greeks desired or 
dared to pursue the ffcbt steps of the Argonauts ; 
and even the marks la- an Egyptian colony are 
lost on 8k nearer approach. The rite of circum- 
cision is practised only by the Mahometans of the 
Buxine; : and the: curled .hair and swarthy com- 
plexion of Africa no longer disfigure the most 
perfect of the human race* It is in the adjacent 
climates iJof 'Georgia, Mingrelia, and Circassia, 
that nature hasplaced* at least to our eyes, the mo- 
del of beauty, in the shape of the limbs, the colour 
of the. skip, the symmetry of the features, and the 
expression, of the , countenance T l . According to 
the destination ofthe two sexes, the men seem 
formed for action,tthe women for love; and the 
perpetual supply . of females from Mount Caucasus 
has. purified the blood, and improved the breed, 
of tWstntthena nations The proper dis- 

trict of Mingr€3ia, a ^M^caitOBtEly of the ancient 
Cdk&ps> h^s» ka^' ? sustained;, f'mx exportation of . 
twelve thousand |layes, ^ ,The,numher of prisoners 
•or : mn^^lsi ; wni|(H r be mdkqnste to the annual 

T* Budon collect! the ttnairi' ’■ 

moils suffrage ’ if •nroftljlpto If, in the time of 

Her^kiUus, ia and (and heK*d 

ahseveJf them ; trStb’care), ihu‘ pr^dou» Act is ^ the 

fl^uepce of cliiqcto «jr a ^ foreign ottlony. v \ 
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^hap. of servitude to. t^^ iords ; the exercise of fra ud 
rapine is uiq^^diu &' ^Jfi^ssiomPmgityi 
, y and the market . ^e^^naill ^eni^ed by*the 
r abuse of civil aud ;^^rnal aftfegt*.* Such a 
trade”, which reduces jthe humau ^p^es to the* 
level of cattle, may ten$ :tp encourage ma rri ag e * 
and population, since th^ multitude of children 
jenriches. their sordid at^|hhuiUan -parent'. But 
this source of impure ,^6alth must inevitably 
poison the national makers, obliterate the sensfe 
of honour and virtue, and almost extinguish the 
instincts, of nature ; the;. ChrtstiQJig of Georgia 
apd Mingrelia are the most dissolute of mankind; 
and their children, who, in a tender age, are.spld 
into foreign slavery, haVe dre^^le|jmt ^ imi- 
tate the rapine of the ^ er and 
of the mother. Yet, amidst the riidest ighorance, 
the untaught natives di^copsr a singular dexterity 
both of mind and hai^^ap jd|ion^Jhe w^it ■ 
of union and disciple exposes . them ’ to th^p 
more powerful neigh^m^ a bold wjd intrepid 
spirit has animate^ Cb^ans .ojLiyenr age. 
In .^ie host of Xf rxcs, tfiey serrodTon fopt^and' 

bide^ BjU j* jjjo, . 

“wo. connoj 

neraflly pre vailed tjahe meanest \ of the peasants 
’disdain, -to.? walk^tbe • ;iwtff^|||a 4 da;^'.''f> 6 s- 
seesed, perhaps above 


« 'ine jvuBgrenan 

two hundred pefton* ; titijAfigLdf 
minu« was djm«t}Uhed 
u»m. i. p. 365.). v To jmretftftg hid hmireb? 
sold twdtre orients ind his wib'tn *i>. 


g |tfthtmop2c with 
y by day, til! his 

p |alcts CTafpmier, 


*“* WM dpn.rjuhed s^Wyleto (T«?*nier, 

• i. p. 365.). v To fmrebt* fail TO«t^»,*Wm^lian mdeipwr 
Ifc $tf£to 4 hc Turfc|jf<hi«ae»,tom L p.t&); 



- Jive thousand are iiumi#fed% the train of the 
iprinc^ of Mingrelia. The C^lchian government 
has ^always a pure atod hereditary kingdom; 


and the authority of the . sovereign is only re- 
strained-, by the turbulence of His subjects. When- 
^ ^«bedienijle Could lead a numerous 
army into the field ; but some faith is requisite 
to believe, that the single tribe of the Suanians 
was composed of two Hundred thousand Soldiers, 
or that the population OftMingrelia now amounts 
to four imllions of inhabitants w . 

It was the boast of the Cqlchians, that their an- 
cestors had checked; tiie victories of Sesostris ; and 
the defeat of the Egyptian is less incredible than 
has successful progress asfdr as die foot of Mount 
Caucaids. They Sunk, without any memorable ef- 
fort, under the : arms Cyrus; followed in dis- 
tant wars the Itpndaid' of the great king, and 
presented Jam etferyfifth year with one hundred 

the fairest produce of 

«* m like the 
gowand ehoUy ^ India, ffie frankincense of dm 

tho hegroes and iVory of Ethiopia: 
the Colchis. we^^»t snlgeft* to the dohiiniohof 
anttr^, % thtycontiitoed tfSnjoy'the name 
M as Substance of Rational Independence*. 

more than SOtoO^tMlSMbll i •*- . • v$ 

i* nm.i, . ®, annual exportation of 

1*^000 waves : an abst^ty tffl^^tjndiciou^raveller: 

•”^ 0t - * ?**!;&*• f 79- their am, and ser- 

V, “P* erped,,wn & Xtrxd ttfi&u Greece. 

who had the Colchian. in hi, retreat 

^*ibasw, 1. >vvj* 320/343. 048. ‘edit. Hutchinson ; and Foster's 
Eteemtion, p^ii-feiihin Spelaiairt Bogljsb versio*/ vol. it), 
•tjdes them *»«W«0^rdie conquest qfr ^ithridatw, they are ■ 
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After tlie fall of tkie Per sian empire, Mithridates, 

king of Pontus, added Colchosto the wide cirde 
of his dominions on the Euxine ; and when the 1 
natives presumed tOTeqtjest that his ( son might 
reign over them, he -hound the ambitious youth ' 
in chains of gold, and delegated a sferyitat in his 
place. In the pursuit of Mithridates, the Romans 
advanced to the banks of the I*hasis, and their 
gallies ascended the river till they reached the 
camp of Pompcy and : jas legions 7 ". But the 
senate, and afterwards the eimperors, disdained to 
reduce that distant and useiess'cp'nquest into the 
form of a province. "The family of a Greek rhe- 
torician was permitted to reign in Colchos and 
the adjacent kingdoms, from the time. of. Mark 
Antony to that of Nerd; and after the race of 
Polemo 79 was extinct, the eastem Pontus, which 
preserved his name, extended noferther than the 
neighbourhood of Trebizond, Beyond these limits 
the fortifications of Hyssus, of 'Apsairus, of the 
Phasis, of Dioscurias or : SehaStopolis, and of Pi- 
tyus, were guarded, sufficient^ detachmeUtsof 
'horse and foo t ; and six prince^ of Colchosi re- 
ceived their diacteibs from the li&utebants of Cse- 

, . ' "%;■ ' 
named by Appian ‘ifat tptipant {j$e Be5L5iithndaiico, c: IS. tom. 
i.lp. 561. of -«htf .best^edifioiyg^i^i Schwcighaeuser, 

Lipsi*, 1785. a vola.iji^e octavo). 

7® The conquest of Cdchoi' .by Mithiidatei and J’ompcy, is 
milked by Appian (4e Bell. Mitbridatj-and Phitarch (in Vit. 
Pomp.). • ’ ' • • , . : 

TO W« may trace the rise amF&W ef'the family of Polemo, in 
Stwbo (l.‘xi. p. 755. 1. xii, p. ajj^Diadf or Xiphilin (p. 

S88.S93. 601. 719. 754.-915.. *#1 edit. Reidwrb Suetonius (in Ne- 
ron. c. 18. in Vespasian).’ e. 8.7^^u tropins (vii. 14.), Josephus (An- 
tiq. Judaic. I. xx. e. 7. p. <)70. edit, Havercarap), and F.uscbiu* 
(Chron. with Scaligcr, Adimadrers. p. 1 9G.>. 
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air. One of these li'etotehtei^^c eloquent and chap. 
philosophic Arrian, surveyed^ahd has described, 
the Euxine.^coast, un<^,;t^**eign of Hadrian. Visit of 
The garrison which he reviewed at the mouth of *"'>"’130 
the Phasis, consisted of four hundred chosen le- 
gionaries; the brick walls and towers, the dou- 
bleditch, and the military engines on the ram- 
part, rendered this, place inaccessible to the Bar- 
barians ; . but the new f suburbs which had been 
’built by the merchant# and veterans, required, in 
the opinion of Amah, some external defence w . 

As the strengtlrof the empire was gradually im- 
paired, the Romans stationed on the Phasis were 
.either withdrawn or expelled; and the tribe of the 
J^azi 8 ‘, whose posterity speak a foreign dialect, 
and* inhabit the sea-coast of Trebizond, imposed 
their name and dominion on the ancient king- 
dom of Colchos. Tlieir independence was soon 
invaded by a formidable neighbour, who had ac- 
quired, by arms and , treaties, the sovereignty of 
: Iberia. . The dependent king of Lazica received 
his sceptre at thb hands of the Persian monarch, 

And the successors of Constantine acquiesced in 
this injuripusclaim,* which was proudly urged as 
a right of. imriiemorial. prescription: v> Iu the bc- 

80 i u ^ time of Prbcopiua, there wife no Roman forts on the 
Phasis. Pityus Sebastopolw 'jv’erfr- .evacuated on the rumour 
of the Persians l v iv. ,c. 4.) ;^but the latter was afterwards 

restored by Jtarmja#(ide Edif 1. iv. c. 7.). . 

si In the timeoif jSfeny;' j^fen, and Ptolemy, the Lazi were a 
particular tribe' on ^r/rtbe rtt s kirts of Oolchos (Cellaring, Oep- 
graph. Antiq.toim#^;SSS;)-^ theage»f Justinian, they spread, 
or at least rcigned,^^h»c wjjjqfe country. At present, they have 
migrated along the c$a*;towardf Trebitfond, and comprise a rdde 
'sea-faring people,Tivith a peculiar language (Chardin, p. 149 . Pejs- 
soncl, p.'f>4.). ^ 
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1'HE decline and fall 

ginning ofthe sixth century, their influence - was 
, restored by the introduction ofQhristiariity,, which 
the Mingrelians with^»ppmjng zeal, 

' •without understanding j|be doctrines* or observ- 
• ing the precepts, of their religion." After the 
decease of his father, tZathus was exalted to the 
regal dignity by the fayoipLof the great king ; 
but the pious youth abhorred ( the ceremonies of 
the Magi, and sought, in the palace of . Constant 
tinople, an orthodox baprism, a noble wife, , and 
the alliance of theempetbr Justin. The king of 
Lazica was solemnly invented with the diadem, 
and bis cloak and tunic, of white silk, with a gold 
border, displayed, in rich embroidery, the figure 
of his new patron ; who . soothed the jealousy of the 
Persian court, and excused the revolt ' of Colchos, 
by the venerable names ofhospjtality and religion. 
The common, interest of both empires imposed on 
the Colchians the duty of guarding the passes of 
Mount Caucasus, where a wall of , sixty miles is 
now defended by the monthly service of the mus- 
qnCteers of Mingrelia -i- 

j But this honourable connection was soon cor- 
rupted by the avarice and ambition of the Bo. 
mmA, Dqgiw|?d^&mn tihft. rriffc of • allies, . the 
Lari were "words and 

actions, of thcnf depCndent state. / At the distance 

• *' " K# 'r b-‘ x ^ ^ ■* * 

W J&’HiaWs; Citron, t$ni. Slebphanes, j». 

144.'Hi»t. Misceli. 1. xv. p. 03. '$«•. j&ct , authentic, bat the date 
»cem9 too recent In speaking of &w,Fflrsia» alliance, the lAizi 
contemporaries of Justinian cmpldy* the mo^t obsolete words — « 
/nviyitia, vpo ytm, &c. Could they belong to a connection 
which had not been dis&qfvtd above twenfy*y£ar$,r .. 
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of a 4®ys journey Beyond ^^psarus* they be- 
held the rising fortress 'efTPetra **, which coin*- 
isianded die maritime countrj to the sttuth of the 
Phasis. Instead of being protected by the valour, 
Golchos was insulted by the licentiousness, of fo- 
reign mercenaries; the tebefitB of commerce were 
converted into base and vexatious monopoly ; and 
Gubazee," the native prince, was reduced to a pa- 
geant of royalty, by the superior influence of the 
officers of Justinian.. Disappointed ' in their ex- 
pectations of Christian virtue, the indignant 
JLazi reposed some confidence in the justice of an 
unbeliever. Afifc^f a private assurance that their 
ambassadors should" not be delivered to the Ro- 
mans, they publidy solicited the friendship and 
aid of Chosroes. - The -sagacious monarch in- 
stantly discerned the use and : importance of Col- 
chos ; and meditated a plan of conquest, -which 
was renewed at the- end of a thousand years by 
Shah Abbas, the- wisest and most powerful of his 
successors 8 *.. His ambition was fired by the hope 
of launching a Persian navy fifom the Phasis/of 
commanding rite "trade' JWdnavigation of ’the 
Enxinesea, Of desolating the coast cfPontusand 
Bithynia, of " distressing, perhaps of attacking, 

). .V ' - •- •>*''£. V " '-V s "' - . : - 

w,Tb^»^c vcg^ic of Petra subsfete^bihe tfrMhgs of Prtipopius 
and Agathifck Most of the towns md castles of Lazica itfay he 
found by compatingtheif naiiies and position with the ihgp, of 
Mingrelia, in Lambert*. v' ; v , ■ 

m See the amusing letters of Pietro della Valle^ the Roman tfa- : 
veller (Viaggi, tom.-ii.; 207/269. 8 13- 21 5. 266. 286. 300. tom. ifr- 
p. 54. 127 ). In and idSO, he conversed with 

Shah Abbas, aad s^bn^y encc^raged a;4tfl,ign which might have 
.united Persia 4h&!Eurbpe ^msi thdr comuion enemy the Turk. 


<US*J 

;<5«ap. 
<Xhn> ‘ 

A.D. 
542 — 549 . 
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r t.H A^^'^%pfesitiriople, *&$ i of ; ‘penuading the Barba-* 
of Europe to -second Jiis arms , and counsels 
-^|p^ainst the common iijjjMoaj^ef mankind. Under 
file pretence of a Scythian war, he silently led 
his, troops to tine frontiers ,of Iberia ; the Colehian 
guides were prepared to conduct theta through 
the woods and. along the .prec^ioes of Mount 
Caucasus^ and a harrow path was laboriously,; 


formed into a safe and spacious highway, for the? 
march of cavalry, and even of elephants., Gu- 
bazes laid his person atfd diadem^ at the feet of 
die king of Persiajhis Colchians imitated the 
submission of their prince ; andjafter the walls of 
Petrahad been shaken, tlm Roman garrison pre- 


vented, by a capitulation, ?the impending, fury of 
the last assault. But the Iiazi soon discovered, 


that their impatience had .urged them to choose 
an evil- more intolerable than the calamities which 
they strove tb escape. The monopoly of salt and 
com was effectually;, removed by the loss of. those 
valuable commodities. ? The authority- of a Ro- 
: , iiian legislator wa$to|cceeded by the pride of an 
(Mental d^ot, f^beheli mthetjual disdaip, 
the slaves whom he had exalted, and the kings 
who® he >i|!^ .flip; &otstpo»,;«f his 

in^pdneed ' 

into^lcboS’l^- th^M^fthe&r into- 

people; an^e, pr^uflice education 
■sift* woundfc$$y the, ‘tmi»j^p^ce. of exposing 
the lead b«^:-of : ^theirij^i^m the summit 
■ of a lofty toWefi^ %-fiie crows anj^Vultures of the 
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air **. -^^Mrticious oftheincreasing hatred, which . CHAP. ' 
retarded the execution ofhis ‘great designs, the 
just Nushirvan had.? secretly given ordels to 
assassinate the king of the Lari, to transplant the 
people into some distant land, and to fix a faithful 
and warlike polony on the. banks of the Phasis. 

The watchfirtjealoUsy of the Oolchians foresaw 
and averted, the approaching ruin. Their re- 
pentance was accepted at Constantinople by the 
. prudence, rttber than the clemency, of Justinian; 
and he commanded Dagisteus, .with seven thou-' 
sand Romans, and one thousand of the Zani, to 
expel the Persians horn the coast of the Euxinc. 

. The siege of Pete4 which , the Roman general, Sio ft c«f 
with the aid of the Lazi, immediately undertook, 
is one of the most remarkable actions of the age. — AdI 
The city was seated on a craggy rock, which 
hung over the sea; and communicated by a steep 
and narrow path with the . land. Since the ap- 
proach was difficult, the attack might be deemed 
impossible: the, Persian conqueror had strength- 
ened the fortifications of Justinian ; and the plaees 
least ’ inaccessible ' were covered by* additional bul- 
warks. In .this important' fortress, the vigilance 
of Chosroes had deposited . a magazine of offensive 
and. defensiYC arms, sufficient for five times the 
number, hotonlyof,the garrison, but of the be- 

r.v, , , ■ / _ . ' ? _> 

85 See Herodotu$ v (L h 4^140. p. who speaks with diffidence. 

Larch er (tom. i. “Notes sur Herodote), Procopius 

(Persic. J. i. c. llVVaud -d^athias (]. ii, p. 6 \, 6$.). This practice, 
agreeable to the 2£ehdavetta (Hyde/de Relig, Pert. c. 34. p. 414— 

421.), demonstratesthat the burial of the Persiapk m gs (X enoph on, 

Cyropaed. 1. viii. p, 653), n yay T«vT 0 U 7 i***#eirri/ja* raw t V)7 

is a Greek fiction, and that their tombs could be no more than 

. -■ * ' Vi,'- 

cenotaphs. 



. .even the Suspicions, 

<rf the enemy.*Bat Petra 

was placed in thevalou'r 6f fifteen iuidred Per- 
sians, who resisted the assaults id ; fhe .Rdmang, f 
■whilst, in a softet wm j®rth, a >««» se- 
cretly perforated. The supported fcy slen- 
der and temporary props^iing tottering in the 
air; but Dagisiteus delayed thejjttack till he had 
secured a specific recompehce ; ' and the town 
was relieved before the return- of his messenger 
from Constantinople. The Persian garrison was 
reduced to four hundred -men, ofwhom no more 
than fifty were exempt from sickitess or wounds ; 
yet such had been their inflexible perseverance, 
that they concealed theirlosses from the enemy,, 
byfi^during, ivitho^ ’iil murmht the sight and 
ftettefying stench # the - dead bodies ; of theii: 
efcsren hundred ocimpamohs. Aft<st ; de- 
liverance, the breaches were hastily stopped, with - 



sa&d4ags ; the mine' #as replenished with' earth • 

a aenV wdi^iVas eremedoh 

tiadWrii- |prtis$ti 6f^^^f^masaA 

■ of- t^ep^.Tlih both of the 

attack and JsefiJnce> were conducted with skilful 
r. -t'ach party deri ?ft|t hseful lessons 

A bat- 

am was 


Si 



were lposened by 
torn with logg iron 



id worked 
(|^M^'l^ibe.-8tone»' 
ejr were 

. from the wall. ’Frm 
those /waUe, a shavRec^df darts was incessantly 
poured on the heads ^f the assailants, but they 
were .most dangeip^ly; annoyed by a fiery com- 
position ■ of ^phu£a»d bitumen, which in Col- 
; chos migbt Withf Sprae propriety be named the 
• oil of Medes** ' dfrkix thousand Homans who 
mounted sraling-ladders, their general Bes- 
sas was the first, ja p$ant veteran of seventy year? 
of age: the cpurage^bf their leader, his fall, and 
extreme danger, animated the irresistible effort of 
his troops add. their, .prevailing numbers oppress- 
ed the strength, without subduing the spirit, of 
the Persian garrison. .«! The fate of these valiant 
men deserves to be, jnore distinctly, noticed.' 
Seven hundred hads.perishbd in the siege, two 
thousand, three hundred survived to defend the 
breach.' One thousand and.jeventy were destroy- 
ed wuth fire, and sword in the last assault; aad ; 
if seven, hundred .and thirty were made prisoners, 
only e^Bteei| ^mong them were found without 
the tur& dfhonoiuabje wounds. The 

the citadel, Whidi 
;^$$ut.any, hopes' of relief, te*. 
jecting fjfco f^^it^ms ofrcapitolatioD andser- 
vice* tdl they\^w^|g|^n tlmfiames. Theydied* 
. in obedience ^^V^mmands osf;$heir princes- 
and such exap|de& ^jf loyalty, and yjlour might 
excite ^their editotrymen to deeds of equal despair? 
and moref.prospercms event. The install I dem©- 


m 

G|MP. 

• aui. 
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litioii of the worksqf PetrS confessed the astonish-* 
ment and appreheusioftof the conqueror. . 

C A Spartan- would hav«ppraised,and pitied the 
virtue of these heroic slaves ; but the tedious war- 
fare and alternate sucCestjfof the Roman and Per- 
sian arms cannot detain the attention of posterity 
at the foot ofMount Caucasus,, : Tbe advantages 
obtained by the troops of Justinian -were more fee-, 
quent and splendid ; but the forces ofthe great 
king, were continually supplied, tiS they amounted 
to eight elephants and seventy thousand men, 
including twelve thousandr Scythian allies, and 
above three thousand Dilemites, who descended 
by their frbe choice from thc hids of Hyrcania,, 
and were equally formidable in close or in distant 
Combat. The siege of ArchaeopoHs, a name im- 
posed :^>eonrupted; by the Greeks, was raised 
with Some loss and precipitation ; but the Per- 
!#&ns occupied the passes Of Iberia : Cqlchos was 
enslaved by their forts and garrisons; they de- 
voured the Scanty Sustenance of the people ; and 
the prihce of the iazi fled into the mountains. 
In the Roman camp, faith and discipline were 
unknown ; and the independent 'leadens, wj®; 
were, invested with equal power, diluted, with 
each other title pre-eminence . of™yice and cor- 
ruption. Wkhouta mur- 


mur; 





... * K*tiStef, who irnpli- 
„ . supreme 

lord,- Thmr^ general : wm fd^biguished among 
the heroes hf^the East, byiis wisdom in council, 
and . Ins-valour in ‘ the ‘ field. The", advanced age 

feet. 
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fcould notdnhinish the activity of lijs mind, or 
even of his tody; andi whilst he was carried in a 
Hitter in the front of battle, he inspired terror to 
the enemy, and a just, confidence to the troops, 
who, under his banners, were always successful. 
After his death, the command devolved to Nacos. 
ragan, a proud satrap, who, in a conference with 
the Imperial chiefs, had presumed to declare that 
he disposed of victory as absolutely as of the ring 
’ on his finger. ' Such presumption wat the natural 
cause and forerunner of a shameful defeat. The 
Romans had been gradually repulsed to the edge 
of the sea-shore ; and their last camp, on the ruins 
of the Grecian colony of Phasis, was defended on 
all sides by strong retrenchments, the river, the 
Euxine, and a fleet of gallics. Despair united 
their counsels and invigorated their arms: they 
withstood the assault of the Persians ; and the 
fright of Nacofagan preceded or followed the* 
slaughter of ten thousand of his bravest soldiers. 
He escaped from the Romans to fall into the 
hands of an unforgiving master, who severely 
chastised the error of his own choice : the unfor- 
tunate general was flayed alive, and his. skin, 
stuffed into the human form, was exposed on a 
mountain; a dreadful warning to those who might 
hereafW be Cntrusted with the fame and fortune 
of Persia * TTet the prudence of Chosroes insen-. 
. sibly rehnquish^ theiprosecution of' the Colchian 

■ WV, -V'. • , •' 

a® The punishing: >f.fl£jri*g alive could not bs: introduced into 
Persia by Sapor (BrisSon, de Hign. Pen. I. ii. p. 478.), nof.cotihi it 
be copied flora the foolish talepf Martyas the Phrygian piper, most 
• foolishly quoted as a precedent by Agathias (l. iv. p. 1%, J330. 
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iee, of, at distant country 

• against the wishes.! sj^prW' 'its inhabrtaiits. ,, ‘ 
Tfie fidelity of W?^t fig<»- 


ons trials: He t 


^endured We hihdships of 
a savage kndreje^dr^^di^in^ the sj«aous fi 
temptations of the l^sian king of ttie 

T 1 -i5 V : v V : I’l “ ’ i '1 • _ - * * ' 


had been edue&ed in flb^Th^tiah^eligi&n;' 
his mother Was the 3aught» of if ^alof ; during 
his youth, h'c had served ten y^i& r a silehtiary 6t r 
the Byzantine palace*** s^^Witi^ats df$tf unpkiC 
salary were a motive of ' &ttaehfi&ft as well as of 
complaint. But the lon^|»utinuahce bf ; hia suf- 
ferings extorted from him a naked representation 
of the truth ; and truth was an bupardonable libel 
on the lieutenants of Justinian, 1 who, amidst the 
; delays of a ruinous war, had spared his enemies and 
; tny|jp, <M his 

ties' pefenaded the em|^o^$iiai Ms faithless vassal’ 
already meditated a- second defection : , ah order 

clause was' ih^edv^lhW he 
__ leiflh case. bfWSstcaeie i ad^ 
Guhazbs, withoiit :J armsi ' or ' sns§|{pth "ffl dan^l^ 
waf J %ahhed ' in the seCiudtycJf 'jT^fjSijy dtjf inter- 
vie^f t$ r Wjk Sf 1 tage v and dd- 


l have* jjfcmficed their 

!> ^e;‘gw§|fS®»to:of:re- 


*l£| 

was 

nopfe*. 


palace of" Ckmstantlrtopfev^ thirty silentiarLes, 

l " ' atk ^yled fotati ante fore* ; ivwrau, an 

kwnauritWe ii ilk* whkh i<0rt fe r r«l & rank,wjjthout Imposing the 
duties, ef<i9eriWr'(Cti& Theodo*. I.VL lit. 23 , C^Uiofitd. Com- 
ment. tom. 4i. ‘ ‘ ' 
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venge. But the authority and eloquence of the chap. 
wiser few, obtained a salutary pause : the victory 
of the Phasis restored the terror of the Roman 
arms, and the emperor was solicitous to absolve 
his own. name from the imputation of so foul a 
murder. A judge of senatorial rank was com- 
missioned to enquire into the conduct and death 
of the king of the Lazi. He ascended a stately 
‘tribunal, encompassed by the ministers of justice 
and punishment : in the presence of both nations, 
this extraordinary cause was pleaded, according to 
the forms of civil jurisprudence, and some satisfac- 
tion was granted to an injured people, by the sen- 
tence and execution of the meaner criminals™. 

In peace, the king of Persia continually sought x«g»cia- 
the pretences of a rupture ; but no sooner had he 
taken up arms, than he expressed his desire of a between 
safe and honourable treaty. During the fiercest and cw- 
hostilities, the two monarchs entertained a deceit- r0 ”’ D 
ful negotiation ; and such was the* superiority of mo— 561. 
Chosroes, that whilst he treated the Roman minis- 
ters with insolence and contempt, he obtained tlic 
most unprecedented honours for his own ambas- 
sadors at the Imperial court, The successor of 
Cyrus assumed the majesty of the Eastern sun, 
and graciously permitted his younger brother Jus- 
tinian to reign over the West, with the pale and 
reflected splendour of the moon. This gigantic 
style was supported by the pomp and eloquence 

On these judicial oration', Agathias-(1. iii. p. 81 — 8Q. I. iv. p. 
lOft—119.) lavishes eighteen or twenty pages of false and florid 
rhetoric. His ignorance or carelesjtitess overlooks the strongest ar« 
gtiment against the king of l^axica — nis former revolt. 

* VOL. VII. Z 
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of Isdigune, one of the royal chamberlains. IJis 
wife and daughter with a train of eunuchs and 
camels, attended the march of the ambassador: 
two satraps with golden diadems were numbered 
among his followers : he was guarded by five liun-.. 
dred horse, the most valiant of the Persians ; and 
the Roman governor of Dara wisely refused to 
admit more than twenty of this martial and hos- 
tile caravan. When Isdigune had saluted the*! 
emperor, and delivered his presents, he passed ten 
months at Constantinople without discussing any 
serious affairs. Instead of being confined to his 
palace, and receiving food and water from the 
hands of his keepers, the Persian ambassador, 
without spies or guards, was allowed to visit the 
capital ; and the freedom of conversation and 
trade enjoyed by his domestics, offended the pre- 
judices of an age which rigorously practised the 
law. of nations, without confidence or courtesy 89 . 
By an unexampled indulgence, his interpreter, 
a servant below the notice of a Roman magistrate, 
was seated, at the table of Justinian, by the side 
of his master ; and one thousand pounds of gold 
might be assigned for the expence of his journey 
and entertainment. Yet the repeated labours of 
Isdigune could procure only a partial .and imper- 
fect truce, which was always purchased with the 
treasures, and renewed at the solicitation, of the 
Byzantine court. Many years of fruitless desola- 

Procopius represents the practice of the Gothic court of Ra- 
venna (Goth. 1. ti. c. 70 $ and foreign ambassadors have been treated ' 
withthnsame jealousy and rigour in Turkey (Busbequius, epist. iii- 
p. 14,Q. 24 2, Russia^ Voyage D’Olearius), and China (Nar- 

rative of M. de Lange, in BelPs Travels, vol. ii, p. I 89 — 3 MO- 
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tion elapsed before Justinian and Chosroes were 
compelled, by mutual lassitude, to consult the* re- 
pose of their declining age. At a conference 
held on the frontier, each party, without expect- 
• ing to gain credit, displayed the power, the 
justice, and the pacific intentions, of their respec- 
tive sovereigns: but necessity and interest dic- 
tated the treaty of peace, which was concluded 
for a term of fifty years, diligently composed 
in the Greek and Persian languages, and attested 
by the seals of twelve interpreters. The liberty of 
commerce and religion was fixed and defined; 
the allies of the emperor and the great king 
were included in the same benefits and obliga- 
tions ; and the most scrupulous precautions were 
provided to prevent or determine the accidental 
disputes that might arise on the confines of two 
hostile nations. After twenty years of destruc- 
tive though feeble war, the limits still remained 
without alteration ; and Chosroes was persuaded 
to renounce his dangerous claim to the possession 
or sovereignty of Colchos and its dependent 
states. Rich in the accumulated treasures of the 
East, he extorted from the Romans' an annual 
payment of thirty thousand pieces of gold; and 
the smallness of the sum revealed the disgrace 
of a tribute in its naked deformity. In a pre- 
vious debate, the chariot of Sesostris, and the 
wheel of fortune, were applied byg one of the 
ministers of Justinian, who observed that the 
reduction of Antioch, and some Syrian cities, 
had elevated beyond measure the vain and ambi- 
tious spirit of the Barl^cian. “ You are mis- 
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CHAP. “ taken,” replied the modest Persian : "the king 
** kings, the lord of mankind, looks down 
“ with contempt on such petty acquisitions ; and 
“ of the ten nations, vanquished by his invin- 
“ cible arms, he esteems the Romans as. the least 
" formidable 90 .” According to the Orientals, the 
empire of Nushirvan extended from Ferganah, 
in Transoxiana, to Yemen or Arabia Faelix. He 
subdued the rebels of Hyrcania, reduced the 
provinces of Cabul and Zablestan on the banks' 
of the Indus, broke the power of the Euthalites, 
terminated by . an honourable treaty the Turkish 
war, and admitted the daughter of the great 
khan into the number of his lawful wives. Victo- 
rious and respected among the princes of Asia, 
he gave audience, in his palace of Madain, or 
Ctesiphon, to the ambassadors of the world. 
Their gifts or tributes, arms, rich garments, gems, 
slaves, or aromatics, were humbly presented at the 
foot of his throne ; and he condescended to accept 
from the king of India ten quintals of the wood of 
aloes, a maid seven cubits in height, and a carpet 
softer than. silk, the skin, as it was reported, of an 
extraordinary serpent 91 . 

Conquests Justinian had been reproached for his alliance 
Abyss i- with the Ethiopians, as if he attempted to in- 
nuns, troduce a people of savage negroes into the 
system of civilized society. .But the friends of 

9° The negociations and treaties between Justinian and Choa- 
roes sue copiously explained by Procopius (Persic. 1. ii. c. 10. 13. 
* 6 9 ' if , 2 %; G£ducT 1. ii. c. 11 . 15.), Agathiaa (1. iv.p. 141, 142.), 
‘ahd Menander (in Excerpt. Le gat. p. 132 — 147.)* Consult Barbey- 
rac, Hist, des Anciens Trails, tom.ii, p. 154. 181 — 184. 193 — 200. 

91 D’Herbelot, Bibliot, Cbriertt. p. 680, 681. 29 ^, 2Q5. 
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file Homan empire, the Axumites, or Abyssiuians, chap. 
may be always distinguished from the original na- 
fives of Africa 92 . The hand of nature has flat* 
tened the noses of the negroes, covered their heads 
with shaggy wool, and tinged their skin with inhe- 
rent and indelible blackness. • But the olive com- 
plexion of the Abyssinian s, their hair, shape, and 
features, distinctly mark them as a colony of Arabs; 
and this descent is confirmed by the resemblance of 
language and manners, the report of an ancient 
emigration, and the narrow interval between the 
shores of the Red Sea. Christianity had raised 
that nation above the level of African barbarism 7 *: 
their intercourse with Kgypt, and the successors of 
Constantine 94 , had communicated the rudiments of 
the arts and sciences; their vessels traded to the 

9® Sec Buffon, Hist. Naturellc, tom. iii. p. 44CI. ThU Arab cast 
of features and complexion, which has continued 3400 years (Lu- 
dolph. Hist, ct Comment. iEthiopic. Li. c. 4.) in the colony of 
Abyssinia, will justify the suspicion, that race, as well as climate, 
musk have contributed to form the negroes of the adjacent and 
similar regions. 

,9 3 Thc Portuguese missionaries, Alvarez (Ramus to, torn. i. fol- 
204. reel. 274. vers.), Bermudez (Purchases Pilgrims, vol. it. L v, 
c. 7- p. 114y — 1188.), Lobo (Relation, &c. par M. le (/rand, with 
xv Dissertations, Paris, 1728,), and Tellez (Relations de Theve- 
nojt, part iv.) f could only relate of modem Abyssinia what they had 
seen or invented. The erudition of Ludolphus (Hist. JKthiopica, 
Francofurt. 1681. Commentarius, 169 1 . Appendix, l6Q4) 9 in 
twenty-five languages, could add little concerning its ancient his- 
tory. Yet the fame of Calcd, or Ellisihzrus, the conqueror of Ye- 
men, is celebrated in national songs and legends. 

9* The negotiations of Justinian with the Axumites, or ^Ethio- 
pians, are recorded by Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. If), 20.) and John 
Mabda, tom. ii. p. 163 — 1 65. lf)3 — 1 96 ;. The historian of Antioch 
quotes the original narrative of the ambassador Nonnosus, of which 
Photius (Bibliot. cod. iii.) has preserved a curious extract. 
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CHAP, isle of Ceylon 94 , and seven kingdoms obeyed tile 
Negus or supreme prince of Abyssinia. The inde- 
pendence of the Homerites, who reigned in the Tich 
and happy Arabia, was first violated by an Ethio- 
pian conqueror : he dreft his hereditary claim from 
the queen of Sheba 96 , and his ambition was sanc- 
tified by religious zeal. The Jews, powerful and 
active in exile, had seduced the mind of Dunaau, 
prince of the Homerites. They urged him tq 
retaliate the persecution inflicted by the Imperial 
laws on their unfortunate brethren : some Roman 
merchants were injuriously treated; and several 
Christians of Negra 97 were honoured with the 
crown of martyrdom 90 . The churches of Arabia 
implored the protection of the Abyssinian mo- 
narch. The Negus passed the Red Sea with 
a fleet and army, deprived the Jewish proselyte 
of his kingdom and life, and extinguished a 
race of princes, who had ruled above two thou- 
sand years the sequestered region of myrrh and 


The trade of the Axumites to the coast of India and Africa, 
and the isle of Ceylon, is curiously represented by Cosmas Indico- 
pleustes (Topograph. Christian. 1. ii. p. 132. 138, 139, 140. 1. xi. 
p.338, 330 ). 

Ludolph. Hist, ct Comment. ASthiop. I. ii. c. 3. 

9? The city of Negra, or Nag* ran, in Yemen, is surrounded with 
palm trees, and stands in the high-road between Saana, the capital, 
and Mecca j from the former ten, from the latter twenty days jour- 
ney of a caravan of camels (Abulfeda, Descript. Arabise, p. 52.). 

9° The martyrdom of St. Arethas, prince of Negra, and his three 
hundred and forty companions, is embellished in the legends of 
Metaphrastes and Nicephoros Callistus, copied by Baronius (A. D. 
522, N° 22—66* A. D. 523, N 6 29 .), and refuted, with obscure 
diligence,' by, Basnage (Hist, des Juifs, tom. xii. 1. viii. c. ii. p. 333 
— 348.), who investigates the state of the Jews in Arabia and 
./Ethiopia. 
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frankincense. The conqueror immediately an- chap. 
nounced the victory of the gospel, requested an 
orthodox patriarch, and go warmly professed his 
friendship to the Roman empire, that Justinian 
was flattered by the hope of diverting the silk trade 
through the channel of Abyssinia, and of exciting 
the forces of Arabia against the Persian king. 
Nonnosus, descended from q family of ambassadors, Their ,-iiii- 
was named by the emperor to execute this impor- 
tant commission. He wisely declined the shorter, A. D. .-o 
but more dangerous, road through the sandy 
deserts of Nubia; ascended the Nile, embarked on 
the Red Sea, and safely landed at the African port 
of Adulis. From Adulis to the royal city of 
Axume is no more than fifty leagues, in a direct 
line; but the winding passes of the mountains de- 
tained the ambassador fifteen days ; and as he tra- 
versed the forests, he saw, and vaguely computed, 
about five thousand wild elephants. The capital, 
according to his report^ was large and populous ; 
and the village of Axume is still conspicuous by 
the regal coronations, by the ruins of a Christian 
temple, and by sixteen or seventeen obelisks in- 
scribed with Grecian characters®. But the Negus 
gave audience in the open field, seated on a lofty 
chariot, which was drawn by four elephants su- 
perbly caparisoned, and* surrounded by his nobles 
and musicians. . lie was clad in a linen garment 

P9 Aharez (in Rainusio, tom. 1. fol. 219 vers, 221 vers.) saw the 
flourishing state of Axtime in the year 1620 — luogo mol to baonoe 
grande. It was ruined in the same century by the Turkish invasion. 

No more than one hundred houses remain ; but the memory of its 
past greatness is preserved by the regal coronation {.Ludolph. Hin. 
ti Comment. 1. ii. c. 11.). 
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and*cap, holding in his hand two javelins and a light 
shield ; and, although his nakedness was imper- 
fectly covered, he displayed the Barbaric pomp 
of gold chains, collars, and bracelets, richly 
adorned with pearls and precious stones. The 
ambassador of Justinian knelt ; the Negus raised 
him from the ground, embraced Nonnosus, kissed 
the seal, perused the letter, accepted the Roman 
alliance, and, brandishing his weapons, denounced 
implacable war against the worshippers of fire. ‘ 
But the proposal of the silk trade was eluded;, 
and notwithstanding the assurances, and perhaps 
the wishes, of the Abyssinians, these hostile me- 
naces evaporated without effect. The Home- 
rites were unwilling to abandon their aromatic 
groves, to explore a sandy desert, and to en- 
counter, after all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they had never received 
any personal injuries. Instead of enlarging his 
conquests, the king of .Ethiopia was incapable 
of defending his possessions. Abrahah, the slave 
of a Roman merchant of Adulis, assumed the 
sceptre of the Homerites; the troops of Africa 
were seduced by the luxury of the climate ; and 
Justinian solicited the friendship of the usurper, 
who honoured, with a slight tribute, the supre- 
macy of his prince. After a long series of pros- 
perity, the power of Abrahah was overthrown 
before the gates of Mecca; his children were 
despoiled by the Persian conqueror; and the 
.Ethiopians were finally expelled from the con- 
tinent of Asia. This narrative of obscure and 
remote events is not foreign to the decline and 
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fall of tie Roman empire, If a Christian power chap 
lad been maintained in Arabia, Mahomet must XU1, 

■ lave ‘been crushed in his cradle, and Abyssinia 
would have prevented a revolution which has 
" changed the civil and religious state of the 
#rld lw , 

100 The revolutions of Yemen in the sixth century must be 
collected from Procopius (Persic, I, i, c, 19 , 20 ,), Theophanei 
, %ant, (apud Phot, cod, lxiii. p, 80.), St.Theophanes (in Chrono* 

' graph, p. 144, 145. 188, I 89 . 20d, 207. who is full of strange 
blunders), Pocock (Specimen Hist. Arab, p, 62. 65.), D’Herbelot 
(Bibiiot. Oricntale, p, 12. 47?.), and Sale’s Preliminary Discourse 
and Koran (c. 105.). The revolt of Abrahah is mentioned by 
Procopius; arid his fall, though clouded with miracles, is in 
historical fact. 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

Rebellions of Africa, — Restoration of the Gothic 
Kingdom by To\ila. — Loss and Recovery of * 
Rome. — Final Conquest of Italy by Norses . — 
Extinction of the Ostrogoths. — Defeat of the 
Franfcs and Alemami. — Last Victory, Dis - 1 
grace, and Death of Belisarius. — Death and 
Character of Justinian. — Comet, Earthquakes, 
and Plague. 

chap. Thu review of the nations from the Danube to 
the Nile has exposed, on every side, the weak- 
ness of the Romans ; and our wonder is reason- 
ably excited that they should presume to enlarge 
an empire, whose ancient limits they were in- 
capable of defending. But the wars, the con- 
quests, aud the triumphs of Justinian, are the 
feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, which 
exhaust the remains of strength, and accelerate 
the decay of the powers of life. He exulted in 
the glorious act of restoring Africa and Italy to 
the republic ; but the calamities which followed 
the departure of Belisarius betrayed the impo- 
tence offfiie conqueror, and accomplished the 
ruin of those Unfortunate countries. 

The trou- From his new acquisitions, Justinian expected 
Afr.ra f that his avarice, as well as pride, should be richly 
AD.’ gratified.. A rapadotis minister of the finances 
535 closely pursued the footsteps of Belisarius ; and as 
the old registers of tribute had been burnt by the • 
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Vandals, he indulged his fancy in a liberal cal- 
culation and arbitrary assessment of the wealth of 
Africa 1 . The ‘increase oftaxes, which were drawn 
away by a distant sovereign, and a general re- 
sumption of the patrimony or crown lands, soon 
‘dispelled the intoxication of the public joy: but 
the emperor was insensible to the modest complaints 
of the people, till he was awakened aud alarmed 
, by the clamours of military discontent. Many of 
the Roman soldiers had married the widows and 
daughters of the Vandals. As their own, by the 
double right of conquest and inheritance, they 
claimed the estates which Genseric had assigned 
to his victorious troops. They heard with disdain 
the cold and selfish representations pf their officers, 
that the liberality of Justinian had raised them 
from a savage or servile condition ; that they were 
already enriched by the spoils of Africa, the trea- 
sure, the slaves, and the moveables, of the van- 
quished Barbarians; and that the ancient and 
lawful patrimony of the emperors would be applied 
only to the support of that government on which 
their own safety and reward must ultimately de- 
pend. The mutiny was secretly inflamed by a 
thousand soldiers, for the most part Heruli, who 

1 For the troubles of Africa, I neither have nor rlesirc another 
guide than Procopius, whose eye contemplated the^iinagc, and 
whose ear collected the reports, of the memorable events of hi* 
own times* In the second book of the Vandalic war he relates the 
revolt of Stoza (c. 14—24.), the return of Belisari us (c. 15.), the ' 
victory of Germanus (c. 1 6 , 17, 18.), the second administration of 
Solomon (c. 19 , 20 , 21 .) the government of Sergius (c. 22 , 23.), of 
Areobindus (c. 24.), the tyranny and death of Gontharis (c. 25, 

27, 28.) ; nor can I discern any symptoms of flattery or malevolence 
in his various portraits. 
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CHAP, had imbibed the doctrines, and were instigated by 

'^- y-% 1 ' the d er gy» the Arian sect ; and the cause of 
pfarjury and rebellion was sanctified by the dis- 
pensing powers of fanaticism. The Arians de- 
plored the ruin of their church, triumphant above 
a ceptury in Africa ; and they were justly provoked" 
by the laws of the conqueror, which interdicted the 
baptism of their children, and the exercise of all 
religious worship. Of the Vandals chosen by Bcli- 
Sarius, the far greater part, in the honours of the 
Eastern service, forgot their country and religion. 
But a generous band of four hundred obliged the 
mariners, when they were in sight of the isle of 
Lesbos, to Alter their course : they touched on Pe- 
loponnesus, ran ashore on a desert coast of Africa, 
and boldly erected, on Mount Aurasius, the stand- 
ard of independence and revolt. While the troops 
of the province disclaimed the commands of their 
superiors, a conspiracy was formed at Carthage 
against the life of Solomon, who filled with 
honour the place of Belisarius ; and the Arians 
had piously resolved to sacrifice the tyrant at 
the foot of the altar, during the awful mysteries 
of the festival of Easter. Fear or remorse re- 
strained the daggers of the assassins, but the pa- 
tience ' of Solomon emboldened their discontent; 
and at the end of ten days, a furious sedition 
was 'kindled in the Circus, which desolated 
Africa above ten years. The pillage of the city, 
aiid- the indiscriminate' slaughter of its inhabit- 
ants, were suspended only by darkness, sleep, 
and * intoxication : the governor, with seven 
companions, among whom was the historian 
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Procopius, escaped to Sicily: two- thirds of the CHAP 
army were involved in the guilt of treason ; and XLIH. 
eight thousand insurgents, assembling in the field 
of Bulla, elected Stoza for their chief, a private 
soldier, who possessed in a superior degree the 
►virtues of a rebel. Under the mask of freedom, 
fiis eloquence could lead, or at least impel, the 
passions of his equals. He raised himself to a 
level with Belisarius, and the nephew of the 
emperor, by daring to encounter them in the 
field ; and the victorious generals were com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that Stoza deserved a 
purer cause, and a more legitimate command. 
Vanquished in battle, he dexterously employed 
the arts of negociation ; a Roman army was se- 
duced from their allegiance, and the chiefs who 
had trusted to his faithless promise Were murdered 
by his order in a church of Numidia. When every 
resource, either of force or perfidy, was exhausted, 

Stoza, with some desperate Vandals, retired to 
the wilds of Mauritania, obtained the daughter 
of a Barbarian prince, and eluded tbe pursuit of 
his enemies, by the report of his death. The 
personal weight of Belisarius, the rank, the spirit, 
and the temper, of Germ anus, the emperor’s 
nephew, and the vigour and success of the second 
administration of the eunuch Solomon, restored 
the modesty of the camp, and maintained for a 
while the tranquillity of Africa. But the vices 
of the Byzantine court were felt in that distant 
province; the troops complained that they were 
neither paid nor relieved, and as soon as the pub-. 

.lie disorders were sufficiently mature, Stoza was 
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HAP, again alive, in arms, and at the gates of Carthage*. 
He fell in a single combat, but he smiled in the 
agonies of death, when he was informed that 
his own javelin had reached the heart of his 
antagonist. The example of Stoza, and the as- 
surance that a fortunate soldier had been the^ 
first king, encouraged the ambition of Gontharis'j 
and he promised, by a private treaty, to divide 
Africa with the Moors, if, with their dangerous 
aid, he should ascend the throne of Carthage. * 
The feeble Areobindus, unskilled in the affairs of 
peace and war, was raised, by his marriage with 
the niece of Justinian, to the office of exarch. 
He was suddenly oppressed by a sedition of the 
guards, and his abject supplications, which pro- 
voked the contempt, could not move the pity, of 
the inexorable tyrant. After a reign of thirty 
days, Gontharis himself was stabbed at a ban- 
quet by the hand of Artaban ; and it is singular 
enough, that an Armenian prince, of the royal 
family of Arsaces, should re-establish at Carthage 
the authority of the Roman empire. In the con- 
spiracy which unsheathed the dagger of Brutus 
against the life of Caesar, every circumstance is 
curious and important to the eyes of posterity : 
but the guilt or merit of these "loyal or rebellious 
assassins could iuterest only the contemporaries 
of Procopius, who, by their hopes and fears, 
their friendship or resentment, were personally 
engaged in the revolutions of Africa s . 

* Yet I must not refuse him the merit of painting, in lively co- 
lours, the murder of Gontharis. One of the assassins uttered a 
sentiment not unworthy of a- Roman patriot: “ If I fail/' said 
Artashes, in the first stroke, kill me on the spot, lest the rack «- 
** should extort a discovery of my accomplices.” 
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That country was rapidly sinking into the state chap. 
of barbarism, from whence it had been raised by 
the Phoenician colonies and Roman laws: and 
every step of intestine discord was marked by 
some deplorable victory of savage man over civi- 
lized society. The Moors *, though ignorant of 
justice, were impatient of oppression : their va- Moors, 
grant life and boundless wilderness disappointed 
the arms, and eluded the chains, of a conqueror ; 
and experience had shewn, that neither oaths 
nor obligations could secure the fidelity of their 
attachment. The victory of Mount Auras had 
awed them into momentary submission ; but if 
they respected the character of Solomon, they 
hated and despised the pride and luxury of his two 
nephews, Cyrus and Sergius, on whom their uncle 
had imprudently bestowed the provincial govern- 
ments of Tripoli and Pentapolis. A Moprish 
tribe encamped under the walls of Leptis, to re- 
new their alliance, and receive from the governor 
the customary gifts. Fourscore of their deputies 
were introduced as friends into the city ; but, on 
the dark suspicion of a conspiracy, they were mas- 
sacred at the table of Sergius ; and the clamour 
of arms and .revenge was re-echoed through the 
vallies of Mount Atlas, from both the Syrtes to 
the Atlantic Ocean. A personal injury, the un- 
just execution or murder of his brother, rendered 
Antalas the enemy of the Romans. The defeat 
of the Vandals had formerly signalized his valour; 

3 The Moorish wars are occasionally introduced into the narra- 
tive of Procopius (Vandal, 1. ii. c. 19—23. 2 /». 27, 28- Gothic. 1. 
iv\ c. 17 .) j and Thcophanes adds some prosperous and advene 
. events in the last years of Justinian. 
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•c»4P!i theixa&ments of justice and prudence were still 
conspicuousiau Moor ; and while he laid 
Adrumetum in ashes, hefalmly admonished the 
emperor that the peace of Africa might be se- 
cured by the recall of Solomon and his unworthy 
nephews. The exarch led forth his troops from , 
Carthage : but, at the distance of six days journey 
in the neighbourhood of Tebeste 4 , he was asto- 
nished by the superior numbers and fierce aspect 
of the Barbarians. He proposed a treaty; soli- * 
cited a reconciliation ; and offered to bind him- 
self by the most solemn oaths. “ By what oaths 
“ can he bind himself?”, interrupted the indig- 
nant Moors. “ Will he swear by the gospels, 

“ the divine books of the Christians ? It was on 
“ those books that the faith of his nephew Sergius 
“ was pledged to eighty of our innocent and un- 
“ fortunate brethren. Before we trust them a 
“ second time, let us try their efficacy in the 
“ chastisement of perjury and the vindication of 
“ their own honour.” Their honour was vindi- 
cated in the field of Tebeste, by the death of 
Solomon, and the total loss of his army. The ar- 
rival of fresh troops and more skilful commanders, 
soon checked the insolence of the Moors; seven- 
teen ©f their print*® wesre slain in the same bat- 
tle ; and the doubtful; and transient submission of 

4 NdwTibesh, in the kingdom of Algiers* It is watered by a 
river, the Sujerass, which falls into the Mejenda {JBagrada?.) Tibesh 
is still remarkable for its walls of Urge stones (like the Coliseum 
of tlome), a fountain, and a grove of walnut-trees : the country is 
fruitful; and the neighbouring Bere&res are warlike. It appears 
from an inscription, that, under the reign of Adrian, the road from 
Carthage to Tebeste was constructed by the third legion (Marmol, 
Description de l’Afrique, tom. ii. p. 44t, 443; Shaw f s Travels, p- • 
64,6a, 66.). 
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their tribes, was celebrated with lavish applause CHAP, 
by the people of Constantinople. Successive in- 
roods had reduced the province of Africa to one 
third of the measure of Italy; yet the Roman em- 
perors continued to reign above a century over 
Carthage, and the fruitful coast of the Mediter- 
ranean. But the victories and the losses of Justi- 
nian were alike pernicious to mankind; and such 
was the desolation of Africa, that in many parts a 
stranger might wander whole days without meet- 
ing the face either of a friend or an enemy. The 
nation of the Vandals had disappeared ; they once 
amounted to an hundred and sixty thousand war- 
riors, without including the children, the women, 
or the slaves. Their numbers were infinitely sur- 
passed by the number of the Moorish families ex- 
tirpated in a relentless war ; and the same destruc- 
tion was retaliated on the Romans and their allies, 
who perished by the climate, their mutual quar- 
rels, and the rage of the Barbarians. When Pro- 
copius first landed, he admired the. populousness 
of the cities and country, strenuously exercised in 
the labours of commerce and agriculture. In 
- less than twenty years, that busy scene was con- 
verted into a silent solitude; the wealthy citizens 
escaped to Sicily and Constantinople ; and the se- 
cret historian has confidently affirmed, that • five 
millions of Africans were consumed by tlie wars 
and government of the emperor Justinian 5 . 

The jealousy of the Byzantine court had not 

permitted JBelisanus to atchieve the conquest <n a d. mo. 

■* * 

s Procopius, A necdot. c. 18* The series of the" African fcjptorv 
attests this melancholy truth. 

VOL. Til. 3 A 
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Italy: and his abrupt departure revived the cou- 
rage of the Goths 6 , who respected his genius, his 
virtue, and even the laudable motive which had 
urged the servant of Justinian to deceive and re- 
ject them. They had lost their ting (an incon- 
siderable loss), their capital, their treasures, tho- 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the mili- 
tary force of two hundred thousand Barbarians, 
magnificently equipped with horses and arms. 
Yet all was not lost, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thousand Goths, inspired by a sense of 
honour, the love of freedom, j and the memory of 
their past greatness. The supreme command was 
unanimously offered to the brave Uraias ; and it 
was in his eyes alone that the disgrace of his unde 
Vitiges could appear as a reason of exclusion. 
His voice indined the election in favour of Hil- 
dibald, whose personal merit Was recommended 
by the vain hope that his kinsman Theudes, the 
Spanish monarch, would support the common in- 
terest of thq Gothic nation. The success of his 
arms in Liguria and Venetia seemed to justify 
their choice ; but he soon declared to the world, 
that he was incapable of forgiving or. commanding 
his benefactor. The consort of Hildibald was 
deeply wounded, by the beauty, the- riches, and 
the pride of the wife of Uraias ; and the death of 

® In the Hcond (c. 30.) and third book* (c, 1—40.), Procopius 
continues the Ijiatory of the Gothic war front the .fifth to the fifteenth 
year of Jostinian. A> me events are less interesting than in the 
former period, he allots' ofdyhalf the space to double the, time. 
Jorpapdes, and the Chronicle o/Mirtcellmu9,5afl<>rd some collateral 
hints: Sigonins, Pagi, Muratori, Mascou, and De JBuat, arc useful, 
and have been used. v t 
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that virtuous patriot excited the indignation of a 
free people. A bold assassin executed their sen- 
tence by striking off the head of Hildibald in the 
midst of a banquet : the Rugians, a foreign tribe, 
assumed the privilege of election ; and Totila, the 
nephew of the late king, was tempted, by revenge, 
tor deliver himself and the garrison of Trevigo into 
the hands of the Romans. But the gallant and 
accomplished youth was easily persuaded to prefer 
the Gothic throne before the service of Justinian ; 
and as soon as the palace of Pavia had been 
purified from the Rugian usurper, he reviewed the 
national force of five thousand soldiers, and gene- 
rously undertook the restoration of the kingdom 
of Italy. «/ 

The successors of Belisarius, eleven generals 
of equal rank, neglected to crush the feeble anil 
disunited Goths, till they were roused to action 
by the progress of Totila and the reproaches of 
Justinian. The gates of Verona were secretly 
opened to Artabazus, at the head of one hun- 
dred Persians in the service of the empire. The 
Goths fled from the city. At the distance of 
sixty furlongs the Roman generals halted to re- 
gulate the division of the spoil. While they dis- 
puted, the enemy discovered the real number of 
the victors : the Persians were instantly over- 
powered, and it was by leaping from the wall 
that Artabazus preserved a life which he lost in 
a few days by the lance of a Barbarian, who 
had defied him to single combat. Twenty thou- 
sand Romans encountered the forces of Totila, 
near Facnza, and on the hills of Mugello, of 


chap. 
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Victories 
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king o( 
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CHAP. the Florentine territory. The ardour of fre^d- 
men, who fought to regain their country, was 
opposed to the languid temper of mercenary 
troops, who were even destitute of the merits of 
strong and well-disciplined servitude. On the 
first attack they abandoned their ensigns, threw 
down their arms, and dispersed on all sides with 
an active speed, which abated the loss, whilst it 
aggravated the shame, of their defeat.. The 
king of the Goths, who blushed for the baseness 
of his enemies, pursued with rapid steps the path 
of- honour and victory. . Totila passed the Fo, 
traversed the Apennine, suspended the impor- 
tant conquest of Ravenna, Florence, and Rome, 
and marched through the heart of Italy, to form 
the siege, or rather blockade, of Naples. The 
Roman chiefs, imprisoned in their respective 
cities, and accusing each other of the common 
disgrace, did not presume to disturb his enter- 
prise. But the emperor, alarmed by the distress 
and danger of his Italian conquests, dispatched 
to the relief of Naples a fleet of. gallies and a 
body of Thracian and Armenian soldiers. Th ey 
landed in Sicily, which yielded its copious stores 
of provisions; but the delays of the pew, com- 
mander, an: unwarlike magistrate, protracted $he 
sufferings of the besieged; and the succours, which 
he dropt with a timid and tardy hand, were 
successively intercepted by. the armed vessels 
stationed by Totila in the bay of Naples. The 
principal officer of the Romans was dragged, 
with a rope round his neck, to the foot of the 
wall, from whence, with a trembling voice, he 
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exhorted the citizens to implore, like himself, the chap. 
mercy of the conqueror. They requested a trace, 
with a promise of surrendering the city, if no 
effectual relief should appear at the end of thirty 
days. Instead of one month, the audacious Bar- 
barian granted them three, in the just confidence 
tfiat famine would 1 anticipate the term of their 
capitulation. After the reduction of Naples and 
'Cumae, the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and 
Calabria, submitted to the king of the Goths. 

Totila led his army to the ga^cs of Home, pitched 
his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty miles 
of the capital, and calmly exhorted the senate and 
people to compare the tyranny of the Greeks with 
the blessings of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid success of Totila maybe partly as- ('ommiuf 
eribed to the revolution which three years expe- virtue" 1 ' 
rience had produced in the sentiments of the 
Italians. At the command, or at least in the 
name, of a Catholic emperor, the pope 7 , their 
spiritual father, had been tom from the Roman 
church, and either starved or murdered on a de- 
solate island 8 . The virtues of Belisarius were re- 
placed by the various or uniform vices of eleven 
chiefs, at Rome, Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, 

Spoleto, &c. who abused their authority for the 

7 Sylverius, bishop of Rome, was first tran sported to Patara, in 
Lycia, ami at length starved (sub corum custody inedia confcctus) 
in the isle of Pal maria, A.D. 538, June £0{iiiberat. in Brevrat*. 

Anastasius, in Sylvcrio. BarOniui, A. I?. 540. 3- Pagi, in Vit. 

Pont. tom. i. p. 285, 286.). JRroco^iu* (Anecdol. c. 1.) accuser 
only the empress and Antonina.'* 

8 Palmaria, a small island* opposite to Yfctt&cina and the cd&sfrof 
ilie Volsei (Cluv^r. Ital. Aiq^iq. h ill c. 7- p* UH4 ( ), 
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indulgence of lust ox avarice. The improvement 
of the revenue was committed to Alexander, a 
subtle scribe, long practised in the fraud and op- 
pression of the Byzantine schools ; and whose name 
of Psalliction, the scissars 9 , was drawn from the 
dextrous artifice with which he reduced the size, 
without defacing the figure, of the gold coin. In- 
stead of expecting the restoration of peace and in- 
dustry, he imposed an heavy assessment on the* 
fortunes of the Italians. Yet his present or future 
demands were less odious than a prosecution of 
arbitrary rigour against the persons and property of 
all those, who, under the Gothic kings, had been 
concerned in the receipt and expenditure of the 
public money. The subjects of Justinian, who 
escaped these partial vexations, were oppressed by 
the irregular maintenance of the soldiers, whom 
Alexander defrauded and despised ; and their hasty 
sallies in quest of wealth, or subsistence, provoked 
the inhabitants of the country to await or implore 
their deliverance from the virtues of a Barbarian. 
Totila 10 was chaste and temperate ; and none were 
deceived, either friends or enemies, who depended 
on his faith or his clemency. To the husbandmen 
of Italy the Gothic king issued a welcome procla- 
mation, enjoining them to pursue their important 

V As thrLogothete Alexander* and most of his civil and military 
colleagues* were either disgraced or despised, the ink of the Anec- 
dotes fc. 4, 5. IB.) is scarcely blacker than that of the Gothic His- 
'tfttrflllfrc.' 1^3, 4. Q. SO; St, to.). 

^ Procopius (l. ,iii. c; S. B, to.) does ample and willing justice 
to the merit of/Totila. The Homan historians, from Sallust awl 
Tacitus, were happy to Forget the yicen jaf their countrymen in tin 
tnpa^mplation bf Barbdnc Virtue. - 
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labours, and to rest assured, that, on the pay- ciiap. 
ment of the ordinary taxes they .should be defen de d 
by his valour and discipline from the injuries of war. 

The strong towns he successively attacked ; and as 
soon as they had yielded to his arms, he demolished 
the fortifications ; to save the people from the 
calamities of a future siege, to deprive the Ro- 
mans of the arts of defence, and to decide the 
'tedious quarrel of the two nations, by an equal 
‘and honourable conflict in the field of battle. The 
Roman captives and deserters were tempted to 
enlist in the service of a liberal and courteous ad- 
versary; the slaves were attracted by the firm and 
faithful promise, that they should never be de- 
livered to their masters ; and from the thousand 
warriors of Pavia, a new people, under the same 
appellation of Goths, was insensibly formed in the 
camp ofTotila. He sincerely accomplished the 
articles of capitulation, without seeking or accepting 
any sinister advantage from ambiguous expressions 
or unforeseen events: the garrison of Naples had 
stipulated, that they should be transported by 
sea ; the obstinacy of the winds prevented, their 
voyage, but they were generously supplied with 
horses, provisions, and a safe-conduct to the gates . 
of Rome. The wives of the senators, who had 
been surprised in the villas of Campania, were re- 
stored, • without a ransom, to their husbands; the 
violation of female chastity was inexorably chas- 
tised with death ; and in the salutary regulation 
of the diet of the famished Neapolitans, the con- 
queror assumed the office of an humane and at- 
tentive physician. The virtues of Totila arc 
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equally laudable, whether they proceeded- from 
true policy, religious principle, or the instinct of 
humanity : he often harangued his troops ; and it 
was his constant theme, that national vice and 
ruin are inseparably connected ; that victory is the 
fruit of moral as well as military virtue ; and that 
the prince, and even the people, axe responsible for 
the crimes which they neglect to punish. 

The return of Belisarius to save the country' 
which he had subdued \yas pressed with equal ve- ' 
hemence by his friends and enemies; and the 
Gothic war was imposed as a trust or an exile on 
the veteran commander. An hero on the banks 
of the Euphrates, a slave in the palace of Constan- 
tinople, he accepted, with reluctance, the painful 
task of supporting his own reputation, and re- 
trieving the faults of his successors. The sea was 
open to the Homans : the ships and soldiers were 
assembled at Salona, near the palace of .Diocle- 
tian: 1 he refreshed and reviewed his troops at 
Pola in Istria, coasted round the head, of the Ha- 
driatic, entered the port of Ravenna, , and dis- 
patched orders rather than supplies to the subor- 
dinate cities, a His first public ; oration was ad- 
dressed to the Coths and Romans, in the name 
of the emperor*, who, had ■ suspended for a while 
the conquest of Persia, and listened to the prayers 
of his Italian subjects. He gently touched -on 
the causes and' the authors of: the recent disas- 
ters ; j striving' to remove the fear of punishment 
for. the past; and the hope of impunity, for the 
future, and labouring, with more zeal than success, 
to unite all the members of his government in a 
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firm league ’ of affection and obedience. Justi- 
nian, his gracious master, was inclined to par- 
. don and reward ; and it was their interest, as well 
as duty, to reclaim their deluded brethren, who 
had been seduced by the arts of the usurper. Not 
a man was tempted to desert the standard of the 
Gothic king. Belisarius soon discovered, that he 
was sent to remain the idle and impotent spectator 
' ’ of the glory of a young Barbarian ; and his own 
epistle exhibits a genuine, and lively picture of the 
distress of a noble mind. “ Most excellent prince, 
M we are arrived in Italy, destitute of all the nccea- 
“ sary implements of war, men, horses, arms, and 
“ money. In our late circuit through the villages 
“ of Thrace and 'Illyricum, we have collected, 
“with extreme difficulty, about four thousand 
“ recruits, naked, and unskilled in the use of 
“ weapons and the exercises of the camp. The 
“ soldiers already stationed in the province are 
“ discontented, fearful, and dismayed ; at the 
- “ sound of an enemy, they dismiss their horses, 
“ and east their arms on the ground. No taxes 
" can be raised^ since Italy is in the hands of the 
“ Barbarians : the failure of payment has do- 
“ prived us of the right of eommand, or even of 
“ admonition. Be . assured, dread -Sir, that the 
“ greater part of your troops have already de- 
“ serted to the Goths. If the wax could be at* 
“ chieved by the presence of Belisarius alone, 
“ your wished am satisfied ; Belisarius is in thd 
“ midst of Italy. But if yob desire., to conquer, 
“ far other preparations are requisite : without a 
. “ military force, the title of general - is an empty 
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“ name. It would toe expedient to restore to my 
“ service my own veterans and domestic guards. 
“ Before I can take the field, I must receive an 
“ adequate supply of light and heavy armed 
“ troops ; and it is only with ready money that 
“ you can procure the indispensable aid of a 
“ powerful body of the cavalry of the Huns u .’ > 
An officer in whom Belisarius confided was sent 
from Ravenna to hasten and conduct the suc- 
cours; but the message, was neglected, and the 
Ihessenger was detained at Constantinople by an 
advantageous marriage. After his patience had 
been exhausted by delay and disappointment, the 
Roman general re-passed the Hadriatic, and ex- 
pected at Dyrrachium the arrival of the troops, 
which were slowly assembled among the subjects 
and allies of the empire. His powers were still 
inadequate to the deliverance of Rome, which 
was closely besieged by the Gothic king. The 
Appian way, a march of forty days, was covered 
by the Barbarians; and as the prudence of Beli- 
sarius declined a battle, he preferred the safe and 
speedy navigation of five days from the coast of 
Epirus to the mouth of the Tyber. V 

After reducing, by force or treaty, the towns of 
inferior note in the midland provinces of Italy, 
Totila proceeded, not to assault, but to encompass 
and starve, the ancient capital. Rome was afflicted 
by the avarice, and guarded by the valour, of 
Bessas, a veteran chief of Gothic extraction, who 


11 Procopius, 1. iii. c. IS. -The soul of an hero is deeply impres- 
,#ed on the letter ; nor can we confound auch genuine and original 
act? with the elaborate and often eaipty^peeches of the Byzantine 
historians. 
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filled, with a garrison of three thousand soldiers, chap 
the spacious circle of her venerable walls. From xul1 
the distress of the people he extracted a profit- 
able trade, and secretly rejoiced in the continu- 
ance of the siege. It was for his use that the grana- 
ries had been replenished : the charity of pope Vi- 
gilius had purchased and embarked an ample sup- 
ply of Sicilian com; but the vessels which escaped 
the Barbarians were seized by a rapacious gover- 
nor, who imparted a scanty sustenance to the sol- 
diers, and sold the remainder to the wealthy 
Romans. The medimnus, or fifth part of the 
quarter of wheat, was exchanged for seven pieces 
of gold ; fifty pieces were given for an ox, a rare 
and accidental prize ; the progress of famine en- 
hanced this exorbitant value, and the merce- 
naries were tempted to deprive themselves of the 
allowance which was scarcely sufficient for the 
support of life. A tasteless and unwholesome 
mixture, in which the bran thrice exceeded the 
quantity of Hour, appeased the hunger of the 
poor ; they were gradually reduced to feed on 
dead horses, dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly 
to snatch the grass, and even the nettles which 
grew among the ruins of the city. A crowd of 
spectres, pale and emaciated, their bodies op- 
pressed with disease, and their minds with des- 
pair, surrounded the palace of the governor, 
urged, with unavailing truth, that it was the 
duty of a master to maintain his slaves, and 
humbly requested, that he would provide for 
their subsistence, permit their flight, or con: 

. maud their immediate execution. Bessas replied, 
with unfeeling tranquillity, that it was impossible 
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Ghap. tofeed, unsafe to dismiss, and unlawful to kill; 
i the subjects of the emperor. Yet the example 

of a private citizen might have shewn bis country- 
men that a tyrant cannot withhold the privilege 
of death. Pierced by the cries of five children, 
who vainly called on their father for bread, he 
ordered them to follow his steps, advanced with 
calm and silent despair to one of the bridges of 
the Tyber, and, covering his face, threw him- 
self headlong into the stream, in the presence ' of 
his family and the Homan people. To the rich 
and pusillanimous, Bessas sold the permission of 
departure ; but the greatest part of the fugitives 
expired on the public highways, or were inter- 
cepted by the flying parties of Barbarians. In 
the mean while, the artful governor soothed the 
discontent, and revived the hopes, of- the Romans, 
by the vague reports of the fleets and armies which 
were hastening to their rdief from the extremities 
of the East. They* derived more rational corn- 
et from the Insurance that Belissrius -had landed 
at th & port, ; and,- without numbering his- forces, 
they firmly relied, on the humanity, the courage, 
and the skill of their great deliverer. 
ius? e, 3a , , ^hf foresight 1 of Totila had raised obstacles 
worthy of ^hch an antagonist. Ninety furlongs 
aty; in the Narrowest part of tlie river, 
he joiiied the two banks by 1 strong and solid 

thrlbers & the form of a bridge; * on which he 

-y^ >- 1 1 1 ; 

• 9^ Bcssa.fi is Hot disscmbleilby Procopius (1. iii. c. 

17. &0-). expiated "tile loss ofRome by the glorious conquest of 

Petrera (GbthX 1 i i v . c.' y jibti t the sltne vices followed him from 
Jjrberfp the Phasifi (CrA&fo and th^lustorian is equally true to 
fjj? L ^ c ^ e ? t3 of kifc character. f . ^fhe chastisement 'which 

wautnoir of the romance of Beltstiirt has inflicted hh the oppressor 
of Home is more agreeable *to justice thau to liistorv. 
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•erected two .lofty towers, manned by the bravest 
of hist Goths, and profusely stored with, missile 
weapons and engines of offence. The approach 
of the bridge and towers was covered by a strong 
and massy chain of iron ; and the chain, at either 
end, on the opposite sides of the Tyber, was de- 
fended by a numerous and chosen detachment 
of archers. But the enterprise of forcing these 
barriers, and relieving the capital, displays a 
shining example of the boldness and conduct of 
Belisarius. His cavalry advanced from the port 
along the public road, to awe the motions, and 
distract the attention, of the enemy. His j n . 
fantry and provisions were distributed in two 
hundred large boats ; and each boat was shielded 
by an high rampart of thick planks, pierced with 
many small holes for the discharge of missile wea- 
pons. In the front, two large vessels were linked 
together to sustain a floating castle, which com- 
manded the towers of the bridge, and contained 
a magazine of fire, sulphur, and bitumen. The 
whole fleet, which, the generated in person, was 
laboriously moved against the current of the river. 
The chain yielded to , the weight, and the ene- 
mies who guarded the banks were either simp or. 
scattered. As soon as they, touched , the principal 
barrier, the fire-ship was, instantly grappled to the 
bridge; one of the towers with 'two hpndrcd 
Goths, was consumed by the flanges ; .thc.asfc^ib- 
ants shouted victory; and Borne was saved, if 
the wisdom of Belisarius had not been defeated 
by the misconduct of bis officers. He had. pre- 
viously sent ordegg to Bessas to second hhJ - opera- 
tions by a timely sally from tlie town ; and be had 
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CHa?. fafidfe lieutenant, Isaac,, by a peremptory com., 
maud, to the station of the port. But avarice 
rendered Bessas immoveable; while the youthful 
ardour of Isaac delivered him into the hands of 
a superior enemy. The exaggerated rumour of 
his defeat was hastily carried to the ears of Beli- 
sanus : he paused ; betrayed in that single moment 
of his life some emotions of surprise and per- 
plexity; and • reluctantly sounded a retreat to 
save his wife Antonina, his treasures, and the 
only harbour which he possessed on the Tuscan 
coast. The vexation of his mind produced an 
ardent and almost mortal fever ; and Rome was 
lpft without protection' to the mercy or indigna- 
tion of Totila. The continuance of , hostilities 
bad embittered the national hatred ; the Arian 
clergy was ignominiously driven from Rome ; Pe- 
lagius, the archdeacon, returned without success 


from an embassy to the Gothic camp; and a, Si- 
cilian 'bishop, the envoy or nuncio of the pope, 
- .was deprived of both his hands, ■ for daring to 
utter falsehoods in the service of the church and 
state. 

uken hy Famine had relaxed the strength and discipline 
th$ garnsdn of Rome. They could: derive no 
Dec. 17, / effectual service from a dying people ; and the 
inhuman avarice of the merchant at length ab- 
sorbed the vigilance of the governor. Four Isau- 
riau eentinels, while their companions slept, and 
their officers were absent, descended by a rope from 
the wall, and seoetly proposed to the Gothic king 
to introduce his troops ’into the . city. The offer 
’ ris entertained with coldness suspicion ; they 
returned in safety ; they twice repeated- their v * s i* ; 
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•the place was twice examined ; the conspiracy was chap. 
known and disregarded ; and no sooner had Totila 
consented to the attempt, than they unbarred the 
Asinarian gate, and gave admittance to the 
Goths. Till the dawn of day they halted in order 
of battle, apprehensive of treachery or ambush ; 
but the troops of Bessas, with their leader, had 
already escaped ; and when the king was pressed 
to disturb their retreat, he prudently replieu, that 
no sight could be more grateful than that of a fly- 
ing enemy. The patricians, who were still pos- 
sessed of horses, Decius, Basilius, &c. accompa- 
nied the governor ; their brethren, among whom 
Olybrius, Orestes, and Maximus, are named by 
the historian, took refuge in the church of St. -Pe- 
ter: but the assertion, that only five hundred 
persons remained in the capital, inspires some 
doubt of the fidelity either of his narrative or of 
his text. As soon as day-light had displayed the 
entire victory, of the Goths, their monarch de- 
voutly visited the tomb of the prince of the apos- 
tles; but while he prayed at the altar, twenty- 
five soldiers, and sixty citizens, were put to the 
sword in the vestibule of the temple. The arch- 
deacon Pelagius 18 stood before him with the gos- * 
pels in his hand. “ O Lord, be merciful to your 
“ servant” “ Pelagius”. said Totila with an 
insulting smile, “ your pride now condescends 
M to. become a suppliant” “ I am a suppliant” 

v • ' ■■ 

i* During the long exile, and after . the death of Vigilius, the Ro- 
man church was governed, at first by the archdeacon, and at length 
(A. D‘. 555.) by the pope Pelagia*, who was not thought gnildessof 
the sufferings of his predecessor. Seethe original lives of the popes 
under the name of (Muratori, Script. Her. Italicanun, 

torn. ii. I\ i, p. 130, 131), who relates several curious incidents of 
tilt* sieves of Rome n.nd tho war*? nf Tt,ilv 
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replied the prudent archdeacon ; “ God has now 
“ mylft us your subjects, and as your subjects, 

“ we are entitled to your clemency.” At his 
humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were 
spared; and the chastity of the maids and ma- 
trons was preserved inviolate from the passions of 
the hungry soldiers. But they were rewarded by y 
the freedom of pillage, after the most precious 
spoils had been, reserved for the royal treasury.* 
The houses of the senators were plentifully stored ' 
with gold and silver; and the avarice of Bessas 
had laboured with so much guilt and shame for 
the benefit of the conqueror. In this revolution, 
the sons and daughters of Roman . consuls tasted 
the misery which they had spurned or relieved, 
wandered in tattered garments through the streets 
of the city, and begged their bread, perhaps with- 
out success, before the, gates of their hereditary 
mansions. The riches of Rusticiana, the daughter 
of Symmachus and- widow of Boethius, had been 
generously devoted to alleviate the calamities of 
famin e. Rut the Barbarians wore exasperated by 
the report, that she had prompted the people to 
overthrow the statues of the great Theodoric: 

, and the life of that venerable matron would have 
been sacrificed to his memory, if Totila had not 
respected her birth, her virtues, and even the pi- 
ous motive of her revenge. The next day he pro- 
nounced two orations, to congratulate and admo- 
nish his victorious Goths, and to reproach the se- 
nate, as the vilest of slaves, with their pequry, folly, 
and ingratitude; sternly declaring, that their 
estate* and hoboujrS were $|gtly forfeited to the 
companions of his arms. Yet lle consented to for- 
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give their revolt, and the senators repaid his cle- 
mency by dispatcliing circular letters to their 
. .tenants and vassals in the provinces of Italy, 
.strictly to enjoin them to desert the standard of 
* the Greeks, to cultivate their lands in peace, 
and to learn from their masters the duty of 
VoBedience to a Gothic sovereign. Against the 
city which had so long delayed the course of 
■ ^liis victories he appeared inexorable: one-third 
of the walls, in different parts, were demolished 
by his command; fire and engines prepared to 
consume or subvert the most stately works of 
antiquity ; and the world was astonished by the 
fatal decree, that Rome should be changed into 
a pasture for cattle. The firm and temperate 
remonstrance of Belisarius suspended the exe- 
cution ; he warned the Barbarian not to sully 
his fame by the destruction of those monuments 
which were the glory of the dead, and the de- 
light of the living ; SndTotila was persuaded, by 
the advice of an enemy, to preserve ‘Rome as 
the ornament of his kingdom, or the fairest 
pledge of peace and reconciliation. When he 
had signified to the ambassadors of Belisarius, 
his intention of sparing the city, he stationed an 
army at : the distance of one hundred and twenty 
furlongs, to observe the motions of the Roman 
general. With the remainder of his forces, he 
marched into Lucania and Apulia, and occupied 
on the summit of mount Garganus H one of the 

14 Mount Garganus, now Monte St. Angelo, in the kingdom of 
Naples, runs three- hundred stadia into the Adriatic sea (Strab. L vi. 
p. 436.), and in the darker ages was illustrated by^he apparition, 
VOL. VIK ' , 2 13 
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chap, camps of Hannibal The senators were dragged 
in his train, and afterwards confined in the for- 
tresses of Campania: the citizens, with their 
wives and children, were dispersed in exile ; and, 
during forty days Home was abandoned to deso- 7 
late and dreary solitude l6 . 

jUcrfvereti The loss of Rome was speedily retrieved by* anV 
rius Belisa * ac *'i° n > t° which, according to the event, the 
A- D. 547 , public opinion would apply the names of rash-* 
February. negg or heroism. After the departure of Totila,' 
the Roman general sallied from the port at the 
head, of a thousand horse, cut in pieces the enemy 
who Opposed his progress, and visited with pity 
and reverence the vacant space of the eternal city. 
Resolved to maintain a station so conspicuous in 
the eyes of mankind, he summoned the greatest 
part of his troops to the standard which he erected 
■ on the Capitol : the old inhabitants were recalled 
by the love of their country and the, hopes of 
food ; and the keys , of Rome were sent a second 
time to the emperor Justinian. The walls, as far 
' as they . had been demolished by the Goths, were 
repaired with rude and dissimilar materials ; the 

miracle*, f ind church, of St. Michael the archangel. Horace, a 
native of Apulia or Lucania, had seen the elms and oaks of Gar- 
ganus labouring and bellowing with the north wind that blew on 
that lofty coast (Carm. ii. Q. Epist. ii. i. 201.). , 
tfl X cannot ascertain this particular camp of, Hannibal ; but the 
Punic quarters were long and often in the neighbourhood of Arpi 
(Ti Liv. xxii. Q+ 12. xxiv. 3, &c.), 

t6 Totila .... Rornam ipgreditur . * . . ac evertit znuros, domos 
* aliquantas igni comliurens, ac omnes Romanorum res in p rad am 
accepit, hos ipsos Romanos in Campaniam eaptivos abduxit. Post 
quam elevastationem, xl aut amplius dies, Roma fuit ita desolata, 
ut nemo ibi hutuinmn, nisi/i nullat?) bq^semorarentur (Marcelliu. 
in Chron. p. 54. )> " s 
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diSeh waS Restored ; iron spike !' 17 were profusely c:nAi>. 
Stritteredin the highways to aSHnoy the feet of XL111 - 
the hbrsfes ; and as new gates could not suddenly 
be procured, / the entrance was guarded by a 
Spartan : rampart of his bravest soldiers. At the 
expiration of twenty-five days, Totila returned 
by* hasty marches from Apulia, to avenge the 
injury and disgrace. Belisarius expected his ap- 
proach. The Goths Were thrice repulsed in three 
general assaults; they lost the flower of their 
troops ; the royal standard had almost fallen into 
the hands of the enemy; and the fame of Totila 
sunk, as it had risen, with the fortune of his arms. 
Whatever skill and courage could atchicvc, had 
been performed by the Homan general : it re- 
mained only, tliat Justinian should terminate, by 
a strong and Reasonable effort, the war which lie 
had ambitiously undertaken. The indolence, per- 
haps the impotence, of ’a prince who despised liis 
enemies, and envied his servants, protracted the 
calamities of Italy. ’ After ^ long Silence, Beli- 
sarius was coniiUancled to leave a sufficient gar- 
rison at Home, . 1 atfd to transport himself into the 
province of L^ucania, whose inhabitants, inflamed 
by . Catholic zeal, had cast away the yoke of their 
Arian conquerors. In this ignoble warfare, the 
hero, inyinciblc against the power of the Bar- 
barians, was basely vanquished by the delay/the* 

17 Tlic tr'd-uli are small’ engine* irith four spikes, one fixed iU die 
ground, the three other^erecr or adverse (Procopius, Gothic.'!. Hi:* 
c. 24. Just.* Lipsius, Poliorcct«*, % r. c. $.). The metaphor was 
borrowed to the" tribuli (lttft<l<altrQp6), an herb wiCli a prickfy 
fruit, common in Italy ad Virgil., Geor$& 1. '153. \<! 

ii. p. 33.). 1 
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disobedience, and the cowardice of his own officers*. 
He reposed in his winter-quarters of Crotona, in . 
the full assurance, that the two passes of the Lua 
canian hills were guarded by his cavalry. They' 
were betrayed bytreachery or weakness ; and th^ 
rapid march of the Goths scarcely allowed timeSj 
for the escape of Belisarius to the coast of Sicily. 
At length a fleet and army were assembled for 
the relief of Ruscianum, or Rossano 18 , a fortress 
sixty furlongs from the ruins of Sybaris, where 
the nobles of Lucania had taken refuge. In the 
first attempt, the Roman forces were dissipated 
by a storm. In the second they approached the 
shore ; but they saw the hills covered with archers, 
the landing-place defended by a line of spears, 
and the king of the Goths impatient for battle. 
The conqueror of Italy retired with a sigh, and 
continued to languish, inglorious and inactive, 
till Antonina, who had been sent to Constanti- 
nople to solicit succours, obtained, after the death 
of the empress, the permission of his return. 

The five last campaigns of Belisarius might 
abate the envy of his competitors, whose eyes 
had been dazzled and wounded by the blaze 
of his former glory. Instead of delivering 
Italy from the Goths, he had wandered like 
a fugitive along the coast, without daring to 
march into the country, or to accept the bold 
and repeated challenge of Totila. Yet in the 
judgment of the few who could discriminate 


18 Ruscia, the nm'ale Thuriomm , was transferred to the distance 
of sixty stadia to Ruscianum, Rossano, an archbishopric without 
suffragans. The republic of Sybaris ia now the estate of the duke 
of Corigliaho (Riedesel, Travels into Magna Grsecia and Sicily; 
p. 1f>6 — 171.). 
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counsels from events, and compare the instru- 
ments with the execution, he appeared a more 
Consummate master of the art of war, than in 
Rhe season of his prosperity, when he presented 

( two captive kings before the throne of Justinian. 
The valour of Belisarius was not chilled by age ; 
hft prudence was matured by experience, but 
the moral virtues of humanity and justice seem 
to have, yielded to the hard necessity of the 
times. The parsimony or poverty of the em- 
peror compelled him to deviate from the rule of 
conduct which had deserved the love and confi- 
dence of the Italians. The war was maintained 
by the oppression of Ravenna, Sicily, and all the 
faithful subjects of the empire ; and the rigorous 
prosecution of Herodian provoked that injured 
or guilty officer to deliver Spoleto into the hands 
of the enemy. The avarice of Antonina, which 
had been sometimes diverted by love, now 
reigned without a rival in her breast. Belisa- 
rius himself had always understood, that riches, 
in a corrupt age, are the support and ornament 
of personal merit. And it cannot be presumed 
that he should stain his honour for the ' public 
service, without applying a part of the spoil to’ 
his private emolument. The hero had escaped 
the sword of the Barbarians, but the dagger of 
conspiracy 19 awaited his return. In the midst 
of wealth and honours, Artaban, who had chas- 
tised the African tyrant, complained of the in- 
gratitude of courts. He aspired to Praejecta, the 

*9 This conspiracy is related by Procopius (Gothic. 1. iii. c. .31, 

. 32.) with such freedom and candour, that the liberty of the Anec- 
dotes gives him nothing to add. 
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®p. erojierofs niece,, trim wished *to j^ward lisa: 
^ v«3*sri; but tip Jtupediment of :hra.^evio|*s paajs-r, 
riage was asserted by the ; piety- ' of .Theodora* 
The pride of royal desccntwas irritated; by flat-* 
tery; and the service in which he* gloried* had. 
proved him capable of bold and sanguinary deeds. 
The death of Justinian was resolved, but the con- 
spirators. delayed the execution till they could sur- 
prise Belis&rius disarmed, and naked, in tip palace 
of Constantinople. Not a hope coidd.be filter?* 
tained of slinking his long-tried fidelity; and they 
justly dreaded the revenge, or rather justice, of the, 
veteran general, who might speedily assemble an 
army in Thrace to punish the assassins, and per- 
haps to enjoy the fruits of: their crime. JDelay 
afforded time for, rash communications, and honest 
confessions: Artaban and his accomplices were 
condemned by. the senate, but the, extreme dor 
mcncy of Justinian detained them in the gentle 
confinement' of the palace, till lie pardoned their 
flagitious attempt against his throne and life. If 
the emperor forgave his, enemies, he must cordially 
embrace, a friend- whose victories were alone re- 
mfembfcrifl, and who was entfeared \to his prince 
by, tlie . recent circumstance of their common 
danger. - Belisarius reposed frorahistoils, in the 
high station of general of the’ East and count of 
the . domestics;, .mid the older , consuls and patri- 
cians respectfully yielded the precedency of- rank 
tp;the|teMcss'‘metit of the first of the Romans 50 . 
The.jirst of thc Efepnans still submitted to. he the. 

The hqnoursnf Bell sari us itregtadly commemorated hj Kis” 
5c^etar^(^oeoj).'ric>iti- l. ? Hi.’c. Sml.iif. c.2]:).’’ Thetiile of' 
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b&ve of his wife; but the servitude cf habit and 
.affection became less disgraceful when the death 
fof Theodora had removed the baser influence of 
'fear. Joannina their daughter, and the sole 
Jheircss of their fortunes, was betrothed to Anas- 
ftsfnus the grandson, or rather the nephew, of 
the empress “, whose kind interposition for- 
warded the consummation of their youthful 
’ loves. But the power of Theodora expired, the 
\>aren1$ of Joannina returned, and her honour, 
perhaps her happiness, were sacrificed to the re- 
venge of an unfeeling mother, who dissolved the 
imperfect nuptials before they had been ratified by 
the ceremonies of the church **. 

Before the departure of Belisarius, Perusia was 
besieged, and few cities were impregnable to the 
Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and Crotona, 
still resisted the Barbarians; and when Totila 


StpoTTiyof is ill translated, at least in this instance, by prarfectus 
pnetorio j said to a military character, magister militum is more 
proper and applicable (IJucange, Gloss. Grace, p. 1458, 14590- 
21 Alcmahnus (ad Hist. Arcaham, p. 68.)* Oucange (Families 
Byzant. p. 980* Heineccius (Hist. Juris Civilis, p. 4340* all three 
represent Anastasius as the son of the daughter of Theodora ; and 
their opinion firmly reposes on the unambiguous testimony of Pro- 
copius (Anecdot. c. 4, 5 . — fayotr pity twice repeated). And yet I 
wUl remark, 1. That in the year 547, Theodora could scarcely have 
a grandson, of the age of puberty ; 2. That we are totally ignorant 
of tliis daughter and her husband ; and, 3. That 't’heodora conceal- 
ed her basfords, and that her grandson by Justinian would have 
been heir-apparent of the empire. 

ei Tl>e or sins, of the hero in Italy and after Jus v re- 

turn, are manifested «jr*faxaXwirT**F, and most probably swelled, by 
the author of the Anecdotes (c.^4, 5^ The designs of Antoiirha 
were favoured by the fluctuating jurisp rude nce, of Justin laru On 
the Jaw of marriage and divoiee, that<emperM was* trocho versa- 
tilior (Heineccius, Element, Juris Civil^ad^rdmcm Pandect. P. 
iv. N°. 233.). 
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chap, asked in marriage one of the daughters of France 
he was stung by the just reproach that the king of, 
Italy was unworthy of his title till it was acknowA 
ledged by the Roman .people. Three thousand 
of the bravest soldiers had been left to defend th& 
capital. On the suspicion of a monopoly, ttifeyf 
massacred the governor, and announced to Justi- 
nian, by a deputation of the clergy, that unless 
their offence was pardoned, and their arrears* 
were satisfied, they should instantly accept th/ 
tempting offers of Totala. But the officer who suc- 
ceeded to the command (his name was Diogenes) 
deserved their esteem and confidence ; and the 
Goths, instead of finding an easy conquest, 
encountered a vigorous resistance from the sol- 
diers and people, who patiently endured the 
loss of the port and of all maritime supplies. 
The siege of Rome would perhaps have been 
raised, if the liberality of Totila to the Isaurians 
had not encouraged some of their venal country- 
men to copy the example of treason. In a dark 
night, while the Gothic trumpets sounded on 
another side, they silently opened the gate of St. 
Paul : the Barbarians rushed into the city ; and 
• the flying garrison was intercepted before they 
could reach the harbour of Centumcellse. A sol- 
dier trained in the school of Belisarius, Paul of 
Cilicia, retired with four hundred men to the 
mole of Hadrian. They repelled the Goths; 
but they felt the approach of famine; and their 
aversion to the taste of horse-flesh confirmed 
their resolution to riBk' thb event of a desperate, 
and dec^Yq^^/ ^^yU^reir spirit insensibly . 
stooped to tiie of capitulation : they re- 
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trieved their arrears of pay, and preserved their 
arms ami horses, by enlisting in the service of 
Totila ; their chiefs, who pleaded a laudable at- 
tachment to their wives and children in the East, 
(were dismissed with honour ; and above four hun- 
ctsffed enemies, who had taken refuge in the sanc- 
tuaries, were saved by the clemency of the victor. 
He no longer entertained a wish of destroying the 
' edifices of Rome 2S , which he now respected as the 
\eat of the Gothic kingdom : the senate and people 
were restored to their country ; the means of sub- 
sistence were liberally provided ; and Totila, in the 
robe of peace, exhibited the equestrian games of 
the circus. Whilst he amused the eyes of the 
multitude, four hundred vessels were prepared for 
the embarkation of his troops. The cities of 
Rhcgium and. Tarentum were reduced : he passed 
into Sicily, the object of his implacable resent- 
ment ; and the island was stripped of its gold and 
silver, of the fruits of the earth, and of an in- 
finite number of horses, sheep, and oxen. Sar- 
dinia and Corsica obeyed the fortune of Italy; 
and the sea-coast of Greece was visited by a fleet 
of three hundred gallies 5 *. The Goths were 
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25 The Romans were still attached 1 * to the monuments of their 
ancestors ; and according to Procopius (Goth. 1. iv. c. 22.), the 
galley of A£neas, of a single rank of oars, 25 feet in breadth, 120 in 
length, was preserved entire in the navalia , near Monte Testaceo, 
at the foot of the Aventine (Nardini, Roma Antica, 1. vii. c. 9 . 
p. 466. Donatus, Roma Antiqua, L iv. c. 13. p. 334.). But all 
antiquity i9 ignorant of this relic. 

24 In these seas, Procopius searched without success for the isle 
of Calypso. He was shewn, at Phasacia or Corcyra, the petrified 
ship of Ulysses (Odyss. xiii. 163.) : but he found it a recent fabric 
of many stones, dedicated by a. merchant to Jupiter Cassius (I.iv.c. 
22.). Eustathius had supposed it to be the fanciful likeness of a 
sock. 
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landed in Corcyra and the ancient continent of 
Epirus; they advanced as far as Nicopolis, the^ 
trophy of Augustus, and Dodona “, once famou/ v 
by the oracle of Jove. In every step of his vic-‘> 
tones, the wise Barbarian repeated to JustinianjU 
his desire of peace, applauded the concord )pf\ 
their predecessors, and offered to employ the • 
Gothic arms in the service of the empire. 

Justinian was deaf to the voice of peace ; but, 
he neglected the prosecution of war ; and the in- 
dolence of his temper disappointed, in some 
degree, the obstinacy of his passions. From this 
salutary slumber the emperor was awakened by 
the pope Vigilius and the patrician Cethegus, 
who appeared before his throne, and adjured 
him, in the name of God and the people, to re- 
sume the conquest and deliverance of Italy. In 
the choice of the generals, caprice, as "Well as 
judgment, was shewn. A fleet and army sailed 
for the relief of Sicily, under the conduct of 
Xdberius ; but his youth and want of experi- 
ence were afterwards discovered, and before he 
touched the shores of the island he was overtaken 
by his successor. In the place of Liberius the 
conspirator Artaban was ra&ed from a prison to 
military honours ; in the piqus presumption, that 
gratitude would animate his valour and fortify 
his allegiance. Belisarius reposed in the shade 
of Ms laurels, but the command of the principal 

** M. D’Anville (Memoires de 1’Acad. tom. xxxii. p.513—528.) 
illustrates the gulf of Ambracia but he cannot ascertain the si- 
tuation of Dodona. A country in sight of Italy is less known 
’ l than the wilds of America. 
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agny was reseryed for Gfenoabtii 50 , the emperor’s chap. 
ij^phew, whose rank and merit ha^ been long dc- 
pressed by the jealousy of the, court, Theodora 
had injured him in the rights of a private citizen; 
the marriage of his children, and the testament of 
Tii^fbrother ; and although his conduct was pure 
and blameless, Justinian was displeased that he 
should be thought worthy of the confidence of the 
malecontent The life of Germanus was a lesson 
df implicit, obedience : he nobly refused to prosti- 
tute his .name and character in the factions of the 
circus : the gravity of his manners was tempered 
by innocent cheerfulness ; and his riches were lent, 
without interest to indigent or deserving friends. 

His valour had formerly triumphed over the Sda- 
vonians of the Danube and the rebels of Africa ; 
the first report of his promotion revived the hopes of 
the Italians ; and he was privately assured, that a 
crowd of Homan deserters.would abandon, on his , 
approach, the standard of Totila. If is second 
marriage with Malasontha, the grand-daughter 
of Theodoric, endeared. Germanus to the Goths 
themselves ; and they marched with reluctance 
against the father, of a. royal infant, the fast: off- 
spring of the hue of Ajnali A splendid allow- 

Sec the acts of Germanus in the public (Vandal, 1. ii. c. l5, 

175*18. Gottt.'I.iii. c;^3S.) and private history fAriecdot. c. 5.), 
and^hose of his son Justin, in,^gathiaa (1. iv. p. 130a 13J-)- Not* 
withstanding an ambiguous expression pf Joroandcs, fratri suo, ^ 
Alemknnus has proved that he #as the soil of the ethperor's brother.' ' 

27 Conjuncta Aniciorum gens cum AmaJA stirpe spern adhuc 
utriuSque generis prohuttit (JotKandes, c* 60. p> 703.). He wrote 
at Ravetma' before the death ofTptila. 
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ance -was assigned by the emperor : the, general 
contributed his private fortune; his two sons/ 
were popular and active; and he surpassed, in 
the promptitude and success of his levies, the 
expectation of mankind. He was permitted to., 
select some squadrons of Thracian cavalry : ffie 
veterans, as well as the youth of Constantinople, 
and Europe, engaged their voluntary service; 
and as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and ' 
liberality attracted the aid of the Barbarian^ 
The Romans advanced to Sardica; an army of 
Sclavonians fled before their march; but within 
Jtwo days of their final departure, the designs of 
Germanps were terminated by his malady and 
death. Yet the impulse which he had given to 
the Italian war still continued to act with energy 
and effect. The maritime towns, Ancona, Cro- 
tona, Centumcell®, resisted the assaults of Totila. 
Sicily was reduced by the zeal of Artaban, and 
the Gothic navy was defeated near the coast of 
the Hadriatic. The two fleets were almost equal, 
forty-seven to fifty gallies: the victory was de- 
cided by the knowledge and. dexterity of the 
Greeks; but the ships were so closely grappled, 
that only twelve of the Goths escaped from this 
unfortunate conflict. They affected to depreciate 
an element in which they were unskilled, but 
their own experience confirmed the truth of a 
maxim, that the master of the sea will always 
acquire the dominion of the land 88 . 

** The, thud book of Procopius is terminated by the death of 
Gcrmanua (Add, 1. iv. c. 33, 24, 2b, 26 .). 
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After the loss of Germanus, the nations were chap. 
^ provoked to smile, by the strange intelligence, that 
the command of the Roman armies was given to Character 
an eunuch. But the eunuch Narses 29 is ranked ahUm^or" 
> among the few who have rescued that unhappy tlu ' 

«..j? /. , 11 f lUICll 

name from the contempt and hatred of mankind. N arses, 
.A feeble diminutive body concealed the soul of A '^ 52 ' 
ja statesman and a warrior. His youth had been 
employed in the management of the loom and dis- 
taff, in the cares of the household, and the ser- 
vice of female luxury ; but while his hands were 
busy, he secretly exercised the faculties of a vi- 
gorous and discerning mind. A stranger to the 
schools and the camp, he studied in the palace to 
dissemble, to flatter, and to persuade ; and as soon 
as he approached the person of the emperor, Jus- 
tinian listened with surprise and pleasure to the 
manly counsels of his chamberlain and private 
treasurer 30 . The talents of Narses were tried and 
improved in frequent embassies ; he led an army 
into Italy, acquired a practical knowledge of the 
war and the country, and presumed to strive with 

Procopius relates the whole series of this second Gothic war 
and the victory of Narses (1. iv. c. 21, 26 — 35). A splendid scene ! 

Among the six subjects of epic poetry which Tasso revolved in t 
his mind, he hesitated between the conquests of Italy by Belisa- 
rius and by Narses (Hayley’s Works, vol. iv. p. 70.). 

30 The country of Narses is unknown, since he must not be 
confounded with the Persarmenian. Procopius vStyles him (Goth. 

1. ii. c. 13. $ct(ri?uxM ypufjLotrm Tapia;', Paul Wamefrid (1. ii. c. 3. p. 

776.)* Chartularius : Marcellinus adds the name of Cubicularius. 

In an inscription on the Salarian bridge he is entitled Ex-consul, 
Ex-pragpositus, Cubiculi Patricius (Mascou, Hist of the Germans, 

1. xiii. c. 25.). The law of Theodosius against eunuchs was obso- 
lete or abolished (Annotation xx.), but the foolish prophecy of the 
Romans subsisted in full A igour (Procop. 1. iv. c. 2L.). 
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.OB9IP. the- genius of Be&ttitu. Twelve years his 
return, the eunhchwas ehosentb atchieve thfe 
conquest which had been left imperfect by the 
first of theURoman generals. Instead ' of being 
dazzledrby vanity or emulation, he . seriously de- 
clared, that unless be were armed with an atte’- 
quate force, he would never consent to .risk his 
own glory, and that of his -sovereign. Justinian 
granted to the favourite, what he might have de- 
nied to the hero : the Gothic war was rekindlbd 
from its ashes,' and the preparations were not un- 
worthy of the ancient majesty of the empire. The 
key of the public treasure Was put into his hand, 
to collect magazines, to levy soldiers, to purchase 
arms and horses, to discharge the arrears of pay, 
and to tempt the fidelity of the fugitives and de- 
serters. The troops of Germarius were still in 
arms; they halted at Saloiia in the expectation of 
a new leader ; and legions of subjects and allies 
were created r by the well-known liberality of the 
eunuch Narses. The king of the Lombards M sa- 
tisfied or surpassed the obligations of a treaty, % 
lending two -thousand two hundred of his bravest 
Warrioin, who* were follovred by tlirtee thousand 
■ <if their martial attendants. Three thousand 
Heruli fought on horseback under Fhilcmuth, 
their- native chief ; and the noble Aratus, who 
adopted the manner# and discipline of ltome, 
conducted a batid of veterans of the same nation. 

31 Paul Warnefrid, the Lombard, records with 'complacency ihc 
succour,, service, and honourable dismission of his countrymen— 
reij^bii^ adyersus aemulos ad ju to res fuerani (1. ii. c. »- 

p. 774. #^:- Grpl,). I am surprised that Atboin,. their martial king, 
did npt lead bis subjects in person. ■ • 
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•Dagigtheus was released from prison to command 
the Huns; and Kobad, the grandson and ne- 
phew of the great king, was conspicuous by the 
regal tiara at the head of his faithful Persians, 
who had devoted themselves to tbit fortunes of 
thfeir prince 3S . Absolute in the exercise of his 
authority, more absolute in the affection of his 
| troops, Narscs led ^numerous and gallant army 
from Philippopolis to Salona, from whence he 
coasted the eastern side of the Hadriatic as far 
as the confines of Italy. His progress was checked. 
The East could not supply vessels capable of 
transporting such multitudes of men and horses. 
The Franks, who, in the general confusion, had 
usurped the greater part of the Venetian pro- 
vince, refused a free passage to the friends of the 
Lombards. The station of Verona was occupied 
by Teias, with the flower of the Gothic forces ; 
and that skilful commander had overspread the 
adjacent country with the fall of woods and the 
inundation of waters **. In this perplexity, an 
officer of experience proposed a measure, secure 
by the appearance of rashness ; that the Roman 
army should cautiously advance along the sea- 
shore, while the fleet preceded their march, and 

He was, if not an impostor, the son of the blind Zamc,% saved 
by compassion, and educated in the Byzantine court by the various 
motives of policy, pride, and generosity (Procop. PeVsic.l.i. c. 2.3.). 

si In the time of Augustus, and in the middle ages, the whole 
waste from Aquilcia to Ravenna was covered with woods, lakes, 
and morasses. Man has subdued patigre, and the land has been 
cultivated, since the waters are confined and embanked. See the 
learned researches of Muratori (Antiquitat. Italia; medii A£\i, 
tom. i. dissert, xxi. p. 2n3 t s? a4.), from Vitruvius Strabo, Heroclian, 
old charters, and local knowledge. 
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-CHAP, successively cast ^bridge of boats over the mouths 
^e ” vers » Timavus, the Brenta, the Adige, 
and the Po, that fall into the Hadriatic to the 
north of Ravenna. Nine days he reposed in the 
city, collected the fragments of the Italian army, 
and marched towards Rimini to meet the defiance 
of an insulting enemy. 

anddfc- th The prudence of Narses impelled him to speedy 
ofTotila, and decisive action. His powers were the last 
^ily. 5 ° 2 ’ effort of the state : the cost of each day accumu- 
lated the enormous account ; and the nations, 
untrained to discipline or fatigue, might be rashly 
provoked to turn their arms against each other, 
or against their benefactor. The same consi- 
derations might have tempered the ardour of 
Totila. But' he was conscious, that the clergy 
and people of Italy aspired to a second revo- 
lution : he felt or suspected the rapid progress of 
treason ; and he resolved to risk the Gothic 
kingdom on the chance of a day, in which the 
valiant would be animated by instant danger, 
and the disaffected might be awed by mutual 
ignorance.' In his march from Ravenna, the 
Roman general chastised the garrison of Rimini, 
traversed in a direct line the hills of Urbino, and 
re-entered the Flaminian way, nine miles beyond 
the perforated rock, an obstacle of art and nature 
which- might have .stopped or retarded his pro- 
gress 3 *. The Goths were assembled in the neigh- 

M The Flaminian is corrected from the Itineraries, and 

the best modern maps, by tyAnvillc (Analyse de PItalie, p. 147— 
‘msjrbd thus stated : Rome to Nami, 51 Roman miles: Ternj, 
57 ; Spoteto, 75 ; Foligno, 88; Nocera, 103 ; Cag^i, 142 ; Inteitisa, 
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briurhood of Rome, they advanced without delay 
to seek a superior enemy, and the two armies ap- 
proached each other at the distance of one hun- 
dred furlongs, between Tagina 33 and the sepul- 
chres of the Gauls 36 . The haughty message of 
Narses was an offer, not of peace, but of pardon. 
The answer of the Gothic king declared his rcso- 
| lution, to die or conquer. “ What day,” said the 
messenger, “ will you fix for the combat ?” “ The 
eighth day,” replied Totila: but early the next 
morning he attempted to surprise a foe, suspicious 
of deceit, and prepared for battle. Ten thousand 
Heruli and Lombards, of approved valour and 
doubtful faith, were placed in the centre. Each 
of the wings was composed of eight thousand Ro- 
mans ; the right was guarded by the cavalry of 
the Huns, the left was covered by fifteen hundred 
chosen horse, destined, according to the emergen- 



157; Fossombrone, 160; Fano, 176; Pesaro, 18*; Rimini, 208 
—about 189 English miles. He takes no notice of the death of 
Totila; but Wcsseling (ltinerar. p. 6 14.) exchanges, for the field of 
,1 Taginas , the unknown appellation of Ptamas , eight miles from 
Nocera. 

35 Taginae, or rather Tad in <e, is mentioned by Pliny; but the 
bishopric of that obscure town, a mile from Gualdo, in the plain, 
was united, in the year 1007, with that of Nocera. The signs of 
antiquity are preserved in the local appellations, Fossato, the camp ; 
Capraia, Caprea; Bastia, Busta Gallorum. See Cluverius (Italia 
Antiqua, 1. ii. c. 6. p. f)15, 6l6, 6I7-), Lucas Holstenius (Annotat. 
ad Cluvcr. p. 85 , 86.), Guazzesi (Dissertat. p. 177— 217- a professed 
*■ inquiry), and the maps of the ecclesiastical state and the march ol 
Ancona, by I^e Maire and Magini. 

3fi The battle was fought in the year of Rome 458; and the 
consul Dccius, by devoting his own life, assured the triumph ot 
his country and his colleague Fabius (T. Liv. x. 28, £().). Proco- 
pius ascribes to Camillus the victory of the Bus/a Gallorum ; "and 
his error is branded by Cluverius with the national reptoich ol 
. Graecomm nugamenta. 
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cies of action, to sustain the retreat of their friends,' 
or to encompass the flank of the enemy. From liis 
proper station at the .head of the right wing, the 
eunuch rode along the line, expressing by his voice 
and countenamcc the assurance of victory ; exciting 
the soldiers *f the emperor to punish the guilt and 
madness of a band of robbers ; and exposing to 
their view gold chains, collars, and bracelets, the 
rewards 'of military virtue. From .the event of a 
single.<Combat, they drew an pmen of success; and 
they beheld with pleasure the courage of fifty 
archers, who maintained a small eminence against 
three successive attacks of the Gothic cavalry. At 
the distance only of two bow-shots, the armies spent 
the morning in dreadful suspcnce, and the Romans 
tasted some necessary food, without unloosening 
the cuirass from their breast, or the bridle from 
their horses. Narses awaited the charge ; and it 
was delayed by Totila till he had received his last 
succours of two thousand Goths. While he con- 
sumed the hours in fruitless treaty, the king exhi- 
bited in a narrow space the strength and agility of 
a warrior. His armour was enchased with gold ; 
< his purple banner floated with the wind : he east 
his lance into the air; caught it with the right 
hand ; shifted it to tire left ; threw himself back- 
wards; recovered his seat ; and managed a fiery 
steed in, all the paces and evolutions of the eques- 
trian sschool. As soon as the succours had arrived, 
, he. retired to his tent, assumed the dress and arms 
of private .soldier, and gave the signal of battle. 
The first line of cavalry advanced with mote 
courage than discretion, and left behind them the 
infantry of the second line. They were soon 
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engaged between the horns of a crescent, into cijap. 
which the adverse wings had been insensibly 
curved, and were saluted from either side by the 
vollics of four thousand archers. Their ardour, 
and even their distress, drove them forwards to a 
dose and unequal conflict, in which they could 
only use their lances against an enemy equally 
skilled in all the instruments of war. A generous 
emulation inspired the Romans and their Barba- 
rian allies ; and Narses, who calmly viewed and 
directed their efforts, doubted to whom he should 
adjudge the prize of superior bravery. The Go- 
thic cavalry was astonished and disordered, pressed 
and broken ; and the line of infantry, instead of 
presenting their spears, or opening their intervals, 
were trampled under the feet of the flying horse. 

Six thousand of the Goths were slaughtered with- 
out mercy in the field of Tagina. Their prince, 
with five attendants, was overtaken by Asbad, of 
the race of the Gepidtc ; “ Spare the king of Italy,” 
cried a loyal voice, and Asbad struck his lance 
through the body of Totila. The blow was in- 
stantly revenged by the faithful Goths ; they trans- 
ported their dying monarch seven miles beyond 
the scene of his disgrace ; . and his last moments ‘ 

Were not embittered by the presence of an cucmy. 
Compassion afforded him the shelter of an obscure 
tomb ; but the Romans were not satisfied of thfeir 
victory, till they beheld the corpse of the Gothic 
king. His hat, enriched with gems, and his bloody 
robe, were presented to Justinian by tho messen- 
gers of triumph JT . ' 

3 7 Theophiuw?s, Cliron. p. IQ3. Hist. MisccH. 1. xvi. p. 108 
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CHAR As soon as Narses had paid his devotions to the 
Author of victory, and the blessed Virgin, his pe- 
Conquest i culiar patroness he praised, rewarded, and dis- 
by Nurses, missed the Lombards. .The villages had been re- 
duced to ashes by these valiant savages; they ra- 
vished matrons and virgins on the altar ; their re- 
treat was diligently watched by a strong detach- 
ment of regular forces, who prevented a repetition 
of the like disorders.' The victorious eunuch pur- 
sued his march through Tuscany, accepted the 
submission of the Goths, heard the acclamations, 
and often the complaints, of the Italians, and en- 
compassed the walls of Rome with the remainder 
of his formidable host. Round the wide circum- 
ference, Narses assigned to himself, and to each 
of his lieutenants, a real or a feigned attack, while 
he silently marked the place of easy and unguarded 
entrance. Neither the fortifications of Hadrian’s 
mole, nor of the port, could long delay the progress 
of the conqueror; and Justinian once more received 
the keys of Rome, which, under his reign, had been 
five times takcu and recovered’ 5 ’. But the deliverance 
of Rome was the last calamity of the Roman 
people. The Barbarian allies of Narses too fre- 
' quently confounded the privileges of peace and war: 
the despair of the flying Goths found some con- 

38 Evagrius, 1. iv. c. 24. The inspiration of the Virgin revealed 
to Narses the day, and the word, of battle (Paul Diacon. 1. ii. c. 3. 
p. 776.) 

^ E?r< Toi/Toy fiae-iKevovToe to tri^TTTo* Jn the year 53 6 by Beli- 

Jterius, in 546 by Totila, in 547 by Belisarius, in 549 by Totila, 
and in 552 by Narses. Maltvetus had inadvertently translated sej- 
tum ; a mistake which he afterwards retracts : but the mischief 
was done; and Cousin, with a train of French and'Laiin readers, 
haAe fallen into the snare. 
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solation in sanguinary revenge i and three hun- 
dred youths of the noblest families, wlio^had 
been sent as hostages beyond the Po, were inhu- 
. manly slain by the successor of Totila. The fate 
, of the senate suggests an awful lesson of the vi- 
cissitude of human affairs. Of the senators whom 
Totila had banished from their country, some 
were rescued by an officer of Belisarius, and trans- 
ported from Campania to Sicily ; while others were 
*' too guilty to confide in the clemency of Justinian, 
or too poor to provide horses for their escape to the 
sea-sliore. Their brethren languished five years 
in a state of indigence and exile : the victory of 
Narses revived their hopes ; but their premature 
return to the metropolis was prevented by the 
furious Goths ; and all the fortresses of Campania 
were stained with patrician 40 blood. After a 
period of thirteen centuries, the institution of Ro- 
mulus expired ; and if the nobles, of Rome still 
assumed the title of senators, few subsequent traces 
can be discovered of a public council, or constitu- 
tional order. Ascend six hundred years, and con- 
template the kings of the earth soliciting an au- 
dience, as the slaves or freedmen of the Roman 
senate 41 ! 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The bravest 
of the nation retired beyond the Po ; and Tcias 
was unanimously chosen to succeed and revenge 

40 Compare two parages of Procopius (1. iii. c. 2(5. I. iv. c. 24.). 
which, with sonic collateral hints from Alai’cclliiius and Jornandes, 
illustrate the state of the tv piring senate. 

4i See, in the example, of Prusias as it is delivered in thy frag- 
ments of PoKbius iKtixipi. Legai. \cui.p 027,928.), a curias 
picture of a loyal slave. 
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chap. thM|L departed hero. The new king immediately 
^eiiffiinbassadors to implore, or rather to purchase, 
A. D. 5,i3." the aid of the, Franks; and nobly lavished, for the 
March. ptablie safety, the riches which had been deposited 
in the palace of Pavia. The residue of the royal 
treasure was guarded by his brother Aligem at 
Cumae in Campania; but the strong castle winch 
Totila' had fortified was closely besieged by the 
arms of Narses. From the Alps to the foot of 
Mount Vesuvius, the Gothic king, by rapid and 
secret marches, advanced to the relief of his 
brother, eluded the vigilance of the Roman chiefs, 
and pitched his camp on the banks ef the Sarnus 
or Draco 4 ®, which flows from Nuceria into the 
bay of Naples. The > river separated the two 
armies ; sixty days were consumed in distant and. 
fruitless combats, and Teias maintained this im- 
portant post, till he was deserted by his fleet and 
the hope of subsistence. With reluctant steps he 
ascended the Lactarian mount, where the physi- 
cians of Rome, since the time of GaJen, had sent 
their patients for the benefit of the air and the 
milk 4 \ But the Goths -soon embraced a more 
generous resolution : to descend the hill, to dis- 

i , , ; , . „ ; , ^ . 

\ of Procopius (Gotli.l. iv. c. 35.) is evidently the 
Sarnus. The text is accused or altered by the rash violence of 
OiivCritra (1. iv. c. 3. p. 1156.) : but Cam illo- Pellegrini of Naples 
K'Discorsi'BOpra la Campania Felice, p. 330, 331,) has proved from 
^ pld, records, that as early as the year 823 that river was called the 
Dracontio, or DracdticelLo. 

■ Galen (de Mcdendi, 1. v. apud Outer. 1. iv. c. 3. p. 1 159, 

; '11 60. ^describes theiofty site, pure air, and rich milk, of mount Lac- 
tarius, whose medicinal benefits were equally known and sought in 
the time ; bf Symmachus (l.vi, epist. 18.), and Cassiodorius (Var. xi. 

'Nothing is now left except the name of the town of Lcttnc . 
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miss their horses, and to die ha arms, and in the chap. 
possession of freedom. The king marched at their . * L in - 
hea<h bearing in his right-hand a lance, and an 
• ample buckler in his left : with the one he struck 
. dead the foremost of the assailants ; with the other 
he received the weapons which every hand was 
/ ambitious to aim against his life. After a combat 
of many hours, his left arm was fatigued by the 
weight of twelve javelins which hung from his 
shield. Without moving from his ground, or sus- 
pending his blows, the hero called aloud on his at- 
tendants for a fresh buckler, but in the moment, 
while his side was uncovered, it was pierced by a 
-mortal dart. He fell : and his head, exalted on a 
spear, proclaimed to the nations, that the Gothic 
kingdom was no more. But the example of his 
death served only to animate the companions who 
had sworn to perish with their leader. They 
fought till darkness descended on the earth. They 
reposed on their arms. The combat was renewed 
with the return of light, and maintained with un- 
abated vigour till the evening of the second day. 

The repose of a second night, the want of water, 
and the loss of their bravest champions, . deter- 
mined the surviving Goths to accept the fair capi- 
tulation which the prudence of Narses was inclined 
to propose. They embraced the alternative of 
residing in Italy, as the subjects and soldiers of 
Justinian, or departing with a portion of their 
private wealth, in search of some independent 
country 4 \ Yet the oath of fidelity or exile was 

** Buat (lorn. xi. p. 2, &rc.) conveys to his favourite Bavaria this 
remnant of Goths, who by ottars arc buried in the mountains of 
Uri,or restored to their native isle of Gothland(Mascou,Annotxxi.) 
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chap, alike rejected by one thousand Goths, who broke 
away before the * treaty was signed, and boldly 
effected their retreat to the walls of Pavia. The 
spirit, as well as the situation of Aligera, prompted 
him to imitate rather than to bewail his brother : 
a strpng a,nd dextrous archer, he transpierced 
with a single arrow the armour and breast of his ' 
antagonist; and his military conduct defended 
Cumae" above a year against the forces of the 
Romans. Their industry had scooped the Sibyll’g 
cave 46 into a prodigious mine; combustible ma- 
terials were introduced to consume the tempo- 
rary props : the wall and the gate of Cumse sunk 
into the cavern, but the ruins formed a deep and 
inaccessible precipice. On the fragment of a rock, 
Aligem stood alone and unshaken, till he calmly 
surveyed the hopeless condition of his country, and 
judged it more honourable to be the friend of Nur- 
ses than the slave of the Franks. After the death 
of Teias, the Roman general separated his troops 
to reduce the cities of Italy ; Lucca sustained a 
long and vigorous siege ; and such was the huma- 
nity or the prudence of* Narses, that the repeated 
perfidy of the inhabitants could not provoke 

* - i 

« 1 fcave Scaligcr (Animadvers. in Euseh. p. 59 .) and Salmasiys 
{Exerckat. Plinian. p.6],52J) to quarrel about the origin of Cum®, 
Greek colonies in Italy (Strab. I. v. p. 372 . Vel- 
leius Paterculus, 1 . i. c. 40, already vacant in Juvenal’s time (Satir. 
arid ttow in mins. 

^ Agithias ( 1 . i. c. 21 .) settles the Sibyll’s cave under the wall of 
,<^amae: he agrees Svilh Scrvius (ad I. vi. /Eneid.) 5 nor can I per- 
ceive why their opinion should be rejected by JTeyne, the excellent 
editor of Virgil (tom. ii. p. 6.50, 651.). In urbe media secrcia 
religiO I But Cuifn® was not yet built ; and the lines ( 1 . vi. 96 , 97 .) 
Ifrdtild become ridiculous, ifiEneas were actujdly in a Greek city. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

him *to ’exact the forfeit lives of their hostages. 

, These hostages were dismissed in safety; and 
their grateful zeal at length subdued the ob- 
stinacy of their countrymen 4T . 

Before Lucca had surrendered, Italy was over- 
whelmed by a new deluge of Barbarians. A 
feeble youth, the grandson of Clovis, reigned 
over the Australians or oriental Franks. The 
guardians of Theodebald entertained with cold- 
ness and reluctance the magnificent promises of 
the Gothic ambassadors. But the spirit of a 
martial people outstripped the timid counsels of 
the court : two brothers, Lothairc and Buccelin 4B , 
the dukes of the Alamanni, stood forth as the 
leaders of the Italian war ; and seventy-five thou- 
sand Germans descended in the autumn from 
the lthaetian Alps into the plain of Milan. The 
vanguard of the Roman army was stationed near 
the Po, under the conduct of Fulcaris, a bold 
Herulian, who rashly conceived that personal 
bravery was the sole duty and merit of a com- 
mander. As he marched without order or pre- 
caution along the -Emilian way, an ambuscade 
of Franks suddenly rose from the. amphitheatre 
of Parma : his troops were surprised and routed ; 
but their leader refused to fly ; declaring, to the 
last moment, that death was less terrible than the 

*7 There is some difficulty in connecting the 35th chapter of the 
fourth book of the Gothic war of Procopius with ihe first book of 
the history of Agathias. We must now relinquish a statesman 
and soldier, to attend the footsteps of a poet and rhetorician 0* i.p. 
11. I. ii. p. 51. edit. Louvre). 

48 Among the fabulous exploits of Buccelin, he discomfited and 
slew Belisarius, subdued Italy and AVc/7//, &c. See in the historians 
of France, Gregory of Tours (tom. ii. 1. hi. c. 32. p. 203 ), and 
Aimoin (torn. iu. 1. ii. de Gcstis Franco ruin, c. 23. p. 590- 
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chaI*. angry countenance of Narses. The death of 
XMti. Fulcaris, and the retreat of the surviving chiefs, . 
decided the fluctuating and rebellious temper of 
the Goths ; they flew to the standard of their de- 
liverers, and admitted them into the cities which 
still resisted the arms of the Roman general. 
The conqueror of Italy opened a free passage 
to the irresistible torrent of Barbarians. They 
passed under the walls of Cescna, and answered 
by threats and reproaches the advice of Aligern, - 
that the Gothic treasures could no longer repay 
the labour of an invasion. Two thousand Franks 
were destroyed by the skill and valour of Narses 
himself, who sallied from Rimini at the head of 
three hundred horse, to chastise the licentious 
rapine of their march. On the confines of Sam- 
nium, the two brothers divided their forces. 
With the right wing, Buccelin assumed the spoil 
of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttium : with the 
left, Lothaire accepted the plunder of Apulia 
and Calabria. They followed the coast of the 
Mediterranean and the Hadriatic, as far as Rhe- 
gium and Otranto/ and the extreme lands of 
Italy were the term of their destructive progress. 
The Franks/ who were Christians -and Catholics, 
contented themselves with simple pillage and 
occasional murder. But the churches which 
their piety had spared, were stripped by the sa- 
crilegious hands of the Alamanni, who sacrificed 
. horses heads to their native deities of the woods 
and rivers they melted or profaned the con- 

" *0 Agalhias notices their superstition in a philosophic tone (1. i. 
p. 18.) At Zug, in Switzerland, idolatry still prevailed in the year 
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secrated vessels, and the ruins of shrines and 
altars were stained with the blood of the faithful. 
Buccelin was actuated by ambition, and Lothairc 
by avarice. The former aspired to restore the 
Gothic kingdom : the latter, after a promise to 
his brother of speedy succours, returned by the 
same road to deposit his treasure beyond the Alps. 
The strength of their armies was already wasted 
by Hie change of climate and contagion of disease: 
the Germans revelled in the vintage of Italy ; and 
their own intemperance avenged, in some de- 
gree, the miseries of a defenceless people. 

At the entrance of the spring, the Imperial 
troops, who had guarded the cities, assembled to 
the number of eighteen thousand men, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome. Their winter hours 
had not been consumed in idleness. By the 
command, and after the example of Narses, they 
repeated each day their military exercise on foot 
and on horseback, accustomed tlicir ear to obey 
the sound of the trumpet, and practised the steps 
and evolutions of the Pyrrhic dance. From the 
straight^ of Sicily, Buccelin, witli thirty thousand 
Franks and Alamanni, slowly moved towards Ca- 
pua, occupied with a wooden tower the bridge 
of Casilinum, covered his right by the. stream of 
the Vulturnus, and secured the rest of his en- 
campment by a rampart of sharp stakes, and a 
circle of waggons, whose wheels were buried in 
the earth. He impatiently expected the return 

f) 13 . St. Columban and St. Gall were the apostles of that rude 
country ; and the latter founded an hermitage, which has swelled 
into an ecclesiastical principality and a populous city, the scat of 
freedom and commerce. 
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of Lothaire; ignprant, alas! that his brother- 
could never return, and that the chief and his 
army had been swept away by a strange disease 50 
on the banks of the lake Benacus, between Trent 
and Verona. The banners of Narses soon ap- . 
proached the Vulturnus, and the eyes of Italy 
were anxiously fixed on the event of this finals 
contest. Perhaps the talents of the Roman ge- 
neral were most conspicuous in the calm opera- 
tions which precede the tumult of a battle. His 
skilful movements intercepted the subsistence of the 
Barbarian, deprived him of the advantage of the 
bridge and river, and in the choice of the ground 
and moment of action reduced him to comply 
with the inclination of his enemy. On the 
morning of the important day, when the ranks 
were already formed, a servant, for some trivial 
fault, was killed by his master, one of the leaders 
of the Heruli. The justice or passion of Narses 
was awakened : he summoned the offender to his 
presence, and without listening to his excuses, 
gave the signal to the minister of death. If the 
cruel master had not infringed the laws of his na- 
tion, this arbitrary execution was not less unjust 
• than it appears to have been imprudent. The He- 
ruli felfc the indignity ; they halted : but the Roman - 
geuppl, without soothing their rage, or expecting 
their, Resolution, called aloud, as the trumpets 
sounded, that unless they hastened to occupy their 
.place, they would lose the honour of the victory. 


50 See .the death of Lothaire in Apathras (1. ii. p. 38.) and Paul 
IVarncfrid, suinamed Diacouna (1. ii. c. 3. 77*0- The Gieek ' 
matas him rave and tear his flesh, He had plundered chinches 
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His troops were disposed 51 in a long front, the dllAP. 
cavalry on the wings ; in the centre, the heavy- 
armed foot; the archers and slingers in the 
rear. The Germans advanced in a sharp-pointed 
column, of the form of a triangle or solid wedge. 

They pierced the feeble centre of Parses, who 
received them with a smile into the fatal snare, 
and directed his wings of cavalry insensibly to 
wheel on their flanks and encompass their rear. 

The host of the Franks and Alamanni consisted 
of infantry : a sword and buckler hung by their 
side ; and they used as their weapons of offence, 
a weighty hatchet, and a hooked javelin, which 
were only formidable in close combat, or at 
a short distance. The flower of the Homan 
archers, on horseback, and in complete armour, 
skirmished without peril round this immoveable 
phalanx ; supplied by active speed the deficiency 
of number; and aimed their arrows against a 
crowd of Barbarians, who, instead of a cuirass 
and helmet, were covered by a loose garment 
of fur or linen. They paused, they trembled, 
their ranks were confounded, and in the decisive 
moment the Heruli, preferring glory to revenge, 
charged with rapid violence the head of the 
column. Their leader, Sindbal, and Aligern, 
the Gothic prince, deserved the prize of superior 
valour ; and their example incited the victorious 
troops to atchieve with swords and spears the 

51 Pfcre Daniel (Hist. dcUMilice Fran^oibe, tom. i. p. 17 — 21.) 
has exhibited a fanciful representation of this battle, somewhat in 
the manner of the Chevalier Folard, the once famous editor of 
Polybius, who fashioned to his own habits and opinions all the 
military operations of antiquity. 
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cha£ destruction of the enemy. 1 Buccelin, and the 
greatest part of bis army, perished on thd field of. 
battle, in the waters of the Vultumus, or by the 
f hands of the enraged peasants : but it may seem ■ 
incredible, that a victory “, which no more than 
five of the Alamanni survived, could be purchased 
with the loss of fourscore Homans. Seven thoul 
sand Goths, the relics of the war, defended the 
' fortress of Campsa till the ensuing spring ; and 
every messenger of Narses announced the reduc- 
tion of the Italian cities, whose names were cor- 
rupted by the ignorance or vanity of the Greeks* 3 . 
After the battle of Casilinum, Narses entered the 
capital; the arms and treasures of the Goths, 
the Franks, and the Alamanni, were displayed ; his 
soldiers, with garlands in their hands, chanted 
the praises of the conqueror ; and Home, for 
the last time, beheld the semblance of a triumph. 
Settlement After a reign of sixty years, the throne of the 
A.l} aly ’ ■ Gothic kings was filled by the exarchs of Ra- 
564— sfis. venna, the representatives in peace and war of the 
emperor of the Romans. Their jurisdiction 
was soon reduced to the limits of a narrow pro- 
vince : but Narses himself, the first and most 
powerful of the exarchs, administered above 
fifteen years the entire kingdom of Italy. Like 
Belisarius, he had deserved. the honours of envy, 
calumny, and disgrace : but the favourite eunuch 

53 Agathias (1. ii. p. 47.) has produced a Greek epigram of six 
• lines on this victory of Narses, which is favourably compared to 
the battles of Marathon and Plataea. The chief difference is in- 
deed in their consequences — so trivial in the former instancoi — so 
permanent and glorious in the latter. 

The Beroia and Brincas of Theophanes or his transcriber (p. 
*01.) must be read or understood Verona and Brixia. " 
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Tstill enjoyed, the confidence of Justinian, or the ciiap. 

. leader of a victorious army awed and repressed the 
ingratitude of a timid court. Yet it was not by 
' weak and mischievous indulgence that Nurses 
>. secured the attachment of his troops. Forgetful 
of the past, and regardless of the future, they 
aBused tho present hour of prosperity and peace. 

The cities of Italy resounded with the noise of 
drinking and dancing : the spoils of victory were 
’ wasted in sensual pleasures; and nothing (says 
Agatliias) remained, unless to exchange their 
shields and helmets for the soft lute and the 
capacious hogshead 5 *. In a manly oration, not 
unworthy of a Roman censor, the eunuch re- 
proved these disorderly vices, which sullied their 
fame, and endangered their safety. The soldiers 
blushed and obeyed : discipline was confirmed ; 
the fortifications were restored ; a duke was 
stationed for the defence and military command 
of each of the principal cities ' M ; and the eye of 
Narscs pervaded the ample prospect from Cala- 
bria to the Alps. The remains of the Gothic 
nation evacuated the country, or mingled with 
tire people : the Franks, instead of revenging the 
death of Buccelin, abandoned, without a struggle, 
their Italian conquests : and the rebellious Sind- 

5* EAiJTiTO y«£ oijuxif avr 91? vto aEiKrtpaf rotg axirilxs Tt/^o* xori tx xpovn 

M xtu e^e.rou amMx, (Agathias, 1. ii. p. 48.). In the 
first scene of Richard III. our English poet has beautifully en- 
larged on this idea* for which, however, he was not indebted to 
the Byzantine historian. 

55 Maffei has proved (Verona Illnstrnta, P. i- 1- x. ]>• 
against the common opinion, that tlic dukes ol Italy were .instituted 
before the conquest of the Lombard* by Nurses himself. Tn the 
Pragmatic Sanction(N».'*3.), Justinian restrains the ju.hces military 
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CHAP, Chi ef of the Heruli, was subdued, taken; 
Aiad hung on a lofty gallows by the indexible . 
justice of the exarch 48 . The civil state of Italy, 
after the agitation of along tempest, was fixed 
by a pragmatic sanction, which the ! emperor pro-, 
mitigated at the request of the pope. Justinian 
introduced his own jurisprudence into the scho6Is 
and tribunals of the West : he ratified the acts 
of Theodoric and his immediate successors, blit 
every deed was rescinded and abolished, which 
force had extorted, or fear had subscribed, under 
the usurpation of Totila. A moderate theory 
was' framed to reconcile the rights of property 
with the safety of prescription, the claims of the 
State with thfe poverty of the people, and the 
pardon of offences with the interest of virtue 
and order of society. Under the exarchs of 
Ravenna, Rome was degraded to the ‘second 
Tank. Yet the senators were gratified by the per- 
mission of visiting their estates in Italy, and of ap- 
proaching, without obstacle, the throne of Con- 
stantinople : the regulation of weights and . mea- 
sures was delegated to the pope and senate ; 
and the salaries of lawyers and physicians, of 
orators and grammarians, were destined to pre- 
serve, or rekindle, the light of science in the an- 
cient capital. Justinian might dictate benevolent 
edicts ” , and Natscs. might second his wishes 

See Paulus Diaconus, I. iii. c. 2. p. 776. Menander (in Ex- 
cerpt. I*egat. p. 133*) mentions sonic risings in Italy by the Franks, 
and Theophanes (p. 2010 hints at some Gothic rebellions. 

Thai Pragmatic Sanction of Justinian, which restoresand regu- 
Iptes the civil state, pf Italy, consists of xxvii articles: it is dated 
August 16, A.D. 564. } is addressed to Nar$es,VJ. Praspositus Sacri 
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•by the restoration of cities, and more especially of chap. 
Qhurches. But the power of kings is most effec- 
tual to destroy : and the twenty years of the Go- 
thic war had consummated the distress and depo- 
. jiulation of, Italy. As early as the fourth cam- 
paign, under the discipline of Belisarius himself,' 
fifty thousand labourers died of hunger 511 in the 
narrow region of Picenum 59 ; and a strict in- 
terpretation of the evidence of Procopius would 
• swell the loss of Italy above the total sum of her 
present inhabitants e °. 

I desire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that 
Belisarius sincerely rejoiced in the triumph of Bui^a- 
Narses. Yet the consciousness of his own ex- 
ploits might teach him to esteem without jealousy 
the merit of a rival ; and the repose of the aged 
warrior was crowned by a last victory which saved 
the emperor and the capital. The Barbarians, 
who annually visited the provinces of Europe, 


Cubiculi, and to Antiochus, Prrefectus Praetorio Italiie; and has 
been preserved by Julian Antecessor, and in the Corpus Juris Ch i- 
lis, after the novels and edicts of Justinian, Justin, and Tiberius. 

*8 A still greater number was consumed by famine in the southern 
provinces, without (txrof) the Ionian Gulf. Acorns were used in 
the place of bread. Procopius had seen a deserted orphan suckled 
byashe-goat. Seventeen passengers were lodged, murdered, and 
eaten, by two women, who were delected and slain by the 
eighteenth, &c. 

*9 Quinta regio Piceni est; quondam uberrimae multi tud inis, 
ccclx millia Picentium in fidem P. R. veriere(Plin. Hist. Natur.iii. 
18.). In the time of Vespasian, thi3 ancient population was already 
diminished. 

Perhaps fifteen^r sixteen millions, Procopius (Anecdot. c. 1 8.) 
x computes that Africa lost five miHioiwy that Italy was thrice as ex- 
tensive, and that the depopulation ,w&£“in a larger proportion. But 
his reckoning is inflamed by passion, and clouded with uncertainty. 
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were less discouraged by some accidental defeats,- 
than they were excited by the double hope of 
spoil and of subsidy. In the thirty-second winter of[ 
Justinian’s reign, the Danube was deeply frozen : 
Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bulgarians, and x __ 
his standard was followed by a promiscuous multi- 
tude of Sclavonians. The savage chief passed; 
without opposition, the river and the mountains, 
spread his troops over Macedonia and Thrace, and 
advanced with no more than seven thousand horse 
to the long wall, which should have defended the 
territory of Constantinople. But the works of man 
are impotent against the assaults of nature: a 
recent earthquake had shaken the foundations of 
the wall ; and the forces of the empire were em- 
ployed on the distant frontiers of Italy, Africa, 
and Persia. The seven schools 6l , or companies of 
the guards or domestic troops, had been augmented 
to the number of five thousand five hundred men, 
whose ordinary station was in the peaceful cities of 
Asia. But the places of the brave Armenians 
were insensibly supplied by lazy citizens, who pur- 
chased an exemption from the duties of civil life, 
without being exposed to the dangers of military 
- service. Of such soldiers, few could be tempted to 
sally from the gates; and none could be per- 
suaded to remain in the field, unless they wanted 
strength and speed to escape from the Bulgarians. 
The report of the fugitives exaggerated the num- 
bers and fierceness of an enemy, who had pol- 

61 In the decay of these military schools, the satire of Procopius 
(Anecd$t.c. 24. Aleniaft. p. 102 f 103.) is confirmed and illustrated by 
AgatHias (I. v. p, 15Q.), who cannot be rejected as an hostile witness. 
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luted lioly virgins, and abandoned new-born in- 
fants to the dogs and vultures ; a crowd of rustics, 
imploring food and protection, increased the con- 
sternation of the city, and the tents of Zabergan 
Were pitched at the distance of twenty miles fc , on 
the banks of a small river, which encircles Mclan- 
thias, and afterwards falls into the Propontis ®. 
Justinian trembled : and those who had only seen 
the emperor in his old age, were pleased to suppose, 
that he had lost the alacrity and vigour of his 
youth. By his command, the vessels of gold and 
silver were removed from the churches in the 
neighbourhood, and even the suburbs, of Constan- 
tinople : the ramparts were lined with trembling 
spectators : the golden gate was crowded with use- 
less generals and tribunes, and the senate shared 
the fatigues and the apprehensions of the populace. 

But the eyes of the prince and people were di- 

l ~ . l nii torv 

rected to a feeble veteran, who was compelled by BiiUatius. 
the public danger to resume the armour in which 
he had entered Carthage and defended Rome. 

The horses of the royal stables, of private citi- 
zens, and even of the circus, were hastily col- 
lected ; the emulation of the old and young was 

62 The distance from Constantinople to Melanthias, Villa Osa- 
riana (Ammian. Marcellin. xxx. 11.)* is variously fixed at 102 or 
140 stadia (Suidas, tom. ii. p. 522, 523. Ag&thias, 1. v. p. 158.), 
or xviii.or xix miles (ltineraria, p. 138. 230. 323. 332. and Wes- 
seling’s Observations). The first xii milcs >r as far as Ilhegium, 
were paved by Justinhin, who built a bridge over a morass or gullet 
between a lake and the sea (Procop. dc Ed if. 1. iv. c. 8.). 

63 The f Atyjas (Pompon. Mela; 1. ii. c. 2. p. 169. edit. Voss). 

At the rivePs rnouth, a town or castle of the same name was for- 
tified by ^Justinian (Procop. de Edif. 1. iv. c. 2. Itlncrar. p. 570. 
and Wessfeling). 
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CHAP, roused by the name of Belisarius, and his first en- 
campment was in the presence of a victorious, 
enemy. His prudence, and the labour of the 
friendly peasants, secured, with a ditch and ram-^ 
part, the repose of the night : innumerable fires>- 
and clouds of dust, were artfully contrived to mag- 
nify the opinion of his strength : his soldiers sud- 
denly passed from despondency to presumption ; 
and, while ten thousand voices demanded the 
battle, Belisarius dissembled his knowledge, that 
in the hour of trial he must depend on the firm- 
ness of three hundred veterans. The next ‘morn- 
ing the Bulgarian cavalry advanced to the charge. 
But they heard the shouts of multitudes, they be- 
held the arms and discipline of the front ; they 
were assaulted on the flanks by two ambuscades 
which rose from the woods ; their foremost war- 
riors fell- by the hand of the aged hero and his 
guards ; and the swiftness of their evolutions was 
rendered useless by the close attack and rapid 
pursuit of the Romans. In this action (so speedy 
was their flight), the Bulgarians lost only four 
hundred horse; but Constantinople was saved; 
and Zabergan, who felt the hand of a master, with- 
drew to a respectful distance. But his friends were 
numerous in the councils of the emperor, and Be- 
lisarius obeyed with reluctance the commands of 
envy and Justinian, which forbade him to atchieve 
the deliverance of his country. On his return to 
the city, the people, still conscious of their danger, 
accompanied his triumph with acclamations of 
-joy and gratitude, which were imputed as. a 
crime to the victorious general. But when lie 
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•entered the palace, the courtiers were silent, and 
the emperor, after a cold and thankless embrace, 
jdismissed him to mingle with the train of slaves. 
J.Y ct so deep was the impression of his glory on 
. the minds of men, that Justinian, in the seventy- 
seventh year of his age, was encouraged to ad- 
vance near forty miles from the capital, and to 
inspect in person the restoration of the long wall. 
The Bulgarians wasted the summer in the plains 
' of Thrace; but they were inclined to peace by 
the failure of their rash attempts on Greece arid 
the Chersoncsus. A menace of killing their 
prisoners quickened the payment of heavy ran- 
soms ; and the departure of Zabergan was has- 
tened by the report, that double-prowed vessels 
were built on the Danube to intercept his pas- 
sage. The danger was soon forgotten ; and a 
vain question, whether their sovereign had shewn 
more wisdom or weakness, amused the idleness of 
the city ®*. 

About two years after the last victory of Beli- 
sarius, the emperor returned from a Thracian 
journey of health, or business, or devotion. Jus- 
tinian was afflicted by a pain in his head and 
his private entry countenanced the rumour of his. 
death. Before the third hour of the day, the 
. bakers shops were plundered of their bread, the 
houses were shut, and every citizen, with hope 
or terror, prepared for the impending tumult. 
The senators themselves, fearful and suspicious, 

Tlie Bulgarian war, and the last victory of Belisarius, are im- 
perfectly represented in the prolix declamation of Agathias (1. £• p. 
154—174.) md the dry Chronicle of Thcophanaa (p. 197 , rgs.). 
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were convened at the ninth hour ; qnd -the pra* 
feet received their commands to visit every quar 
ter of the city, and proclaim a general illumina 
tion for the recovery of the emperor’s health 
The ferment subsided ; but every accident be 
trayed the impotence of the government, and th 
factious temper of the people: the guards weri 
disposed to mutiny as often as their quarters wen 
changed, or their pay was withheld : the frequent 
calamities of fires and earthquakes afforded the 
opportunities of disorder ; the disputes of the 
blues and greens, of the orthodox and heretics, 
degenerated into bloody battles ; and, in the pre- 
sence of the Persian ambassador, Justinian blushed 
for himself and for his subjects. Capricious par- 
don and arbitrary punishment embittered the 
irksomeness and discontent of a long reign : a 
conspiracy was formed in the palace ; and, unless 
wc are. deceived by the names of Marccllus and 
Sergius, the most virtuous and the most profligate 
of the courtiers were associated in the same de- 
signs. They had fixed the time of the execution ; 
their rank gave them access to the royal banquet ; 
and their black slaves c * were stationed in the vesti- 
bule and porticoes, to announce the death of the 
tyrant, and to excite a sedition in the capital. But 
the indiscretion of an accomplice saved the poof 


IvSoac. They could scarcely be real Indians ; and the iEthio- 
plans, sometimes known by that name, were never used by the an- 
cicius as guards or followers : they were the trifling, though costly, 
objects <il female and royal luxury (Terent. Kuiiuch. act i. scene ii. 
Sutton, in August, c. 83 . with a good note of Cataubon, in Caligu- 
la, c. 670- 
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remnant of the days of Justinian. The conspi- 
rators were detected and seized, with daggers hid- 
den under their garments : Marcellus died by his 
awn hand, and Sergius was dragged from the 
sanctuary m . Pressed by remorse, or tempted by 
the hopes of safety, he accused two officers of the 
household of Belisarius ; and torture forced them 
to declare that they had acted according to the se- 
cret instructions of their patron w . Posterity will 
not hastily believe that an hero who, in the vigour 
of life, had disdained the fairest offers of ambition 
and revenge, should stoop to the murder of his 
prince, whom he could not long expect to survive. 
His followers were impatient to fly ; but flight 
must have been supported by rebellion, and he 
had lived enough for nature and for glory. Beli- 
sarius appeared before the council with less fear 
than indignation : after forty years service, the 
emperor had prejudged his guilt; and injustice 
was sanctified by the presence and authority of 
the patriarch. The life of Belisarius was gra- 
ciously spared ; but his fortunes were sequestered, 
and, from December to July, he was guarded as 
a prisoner in his own palace. At length his in- 
nocence was acknowledged ; his freedom and 
honours were restored; and death, which might 
be hastened by resentment and grief, removed 


66 The Sergius (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 21, 22. Anecdot. c. 3.) and Mar- 
cellas (Goth. 1. iii. c. 32.) are mentioned by Procopius. Sec 
Theophanes, p. 197- 201. 

67 Alcmannus (p. 3.) quotes an old Byzantine MS. which has 
been printed in the Impcrium Orientate of Banduri. 
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him from the world about eight months after his. 
deliverance. The name of Bclisarius can never 
die : but instead of the funeral, the monuments, 
the statues, so justly due to his memory, I only ' 
read, that his treasures, the spoils of the Goths 
and Vandals, were immediately confiscated by 
the emperor. Some decent portion was re- 
served, however, for the use of his widow ; and 
as Antonina had much to repent, she devoted 
the last remains of her life and fortune to the 
foundation of a convent. Such is the simple and 
genuine narrative of the fall of Bclisarius and the 
ingratitude of Justinian fia . That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and reduced by envy to beg his 
bread, “ Give a penny to Belisarius the general !” 
is a fiction of later times (,J , which has obtained 

Of the disgrace and restoration of Bclisarius, the genuine ori- 
ginal record is preserved in the fragment of John Malala (tom. ii. 
p.234 — 243.) and the exact Chronicle of Thcophancs (p.lf)4 — 204.). 
Cedrenus (Compend. p. 387, 388.) and Zonaras (tom. ii. J. xiv, 
p. 69.) seern to hesitate between the obsolete truth and the grow- 
ing falsehood. 

tD The source of this idle fable may he derived from a miscellane- 
ous work of the xiitli century, the Chiliads of John Tzetzes, a 
monk (Basil. 1546. ad calcem Lycophront. Colon. Allobrog. 1tji4. 
in Corp. Poct.Gnec.). lie relates the blindness and beggary of Bcli- 
rarius in ten vulgar oj political verses (Chiliad iii. N u . 88. 339 — 
348. in Corp. Poet. Grace, tom. ii. p.311.}* 

'Exirwjuot f€on Tty /uuKtq/ 

BfA.fO'afMp ti£oKov Scrr Tty fpttrrJ.ctTV 
Or tux*] f*iv 4iot-a<rev t anor^Kot 5’c <p0ovof. 

This moral or romantic tale was imported into Italy with the lan- 
guage and , manuscripts of .Greece ; repeated before the end of the 
xvtb century by Crinitus, Pontanus, and Volaterranus ; attacked by 
Alciat, for the honour of the law ; and defended by Baronius 
(A. D.Mil, N°.2, &c.) for the honour of the church. Vet Tzetzes 
himself had read in -ether chronicles, that Bclisarius di rl ot lose his 
•>iglit, and that he recovered his fame and forLunes. 
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'credit, or rather favour, as a strange example of chap. 
the vicissitudes of fortune 70 . v^pl 

If the emperor could rejoice in the death of ljcaiii and 
Belisarius, he enjoyed the base satisfaction only 0 r .iit»ti- 
. eight months, the last period of a rcigu of thirty- r>0 ., 
eight, and a life of eighty-three years. It would Nov. i4. 
be difficult to trace the character of a prince 
who is not the most conspicuous object of his 
own times : but the confessions of an enemy may 
be received as the safest evidence of his virtues. 

The resemblance of Justinian to the bust of Do- 
mitian, is maliciously urged 7J ; with the acknow- 
ledgment, however, of a well-proportioned figure, 
a ruddy complexion, and a pleasing countenance. 

The emperor was easy of access, patient of hear- 
ing, courteous and affable in discourse, and a mas- 
ter of the angry passions, which rage with such 
destructive violence in the breast of a despot. Pro- 
copius praises his temper to reproach him with 
calm and deliberate cruelty : but in the conspira- 
cies which attacked his authority and person, a 
more candid judec will approve the justice, or ad- 


70 The .statue in tin- vdl.t Hnrghcsc at Rome, in a sitting posture, 
\vitli an open hand, v. hit’ll is \ulgarly given to Belisarius, may l>e 
ascribed with morr dig i**y to Augustus in the act of propitiating 
Ncmcsi* (Winekelman, liitl dc l’Arl, tom. iii. p. Sitifi). Kxnorlur- 
no \ i''U eiiat’i st’pem. fpiotanms, die o<i»o, cmendicabat a populo, 
lnanuni asses porrigetilibu? praehvns (Sucton. in August, c, 
01 . with an r\i client note of (Vaulvv.uj 

U The riJ'or of Domili.ui is sir*, mandrel, quaintly enough, by th* 
pen of Taciius (in V it. Agrirol. r. 45A; and has been likewise 
noticed by the voungcr Pliny (Pancgjr. c. 48.) and Suetonius (in 
Oomitian, c. !R. and Casaubon ad locum.). Procopius ( Anecddl. 
r 8.) fooii 'ly believes that only one hu&t of Domtfian had reacjjfd^ 
the uth century * 
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mire the clemency of Justinian. He excelled in' 
the private virtues of chastity and temperance:, 
but the impartial love of beauty would have been 
less mischievous than his conjugal tenderness for 
Theodora ; and his abstemious diet was regulated,, 
not by the prudence of a philosopher, but the su- 
perstition of a monk. His repasts were short and 
frugal : on solemn fasts, he contented himself with 
water and vegetables ; and such was his strength, 
as well as fervour, that he frequently passed two 
days, and as many nights, without tasting any 
food. The measure of his sleep was not less ri- 
gorous : after the repose of a single hour, the 
body was awakened by the soul, and, to the asto- 
nishment of his chamberlains, Justinian walked or 
studied till the morning light. Such restless ap- 
plication prolonged his time for the acquisition of 
knowledge 72 and the dispatch of business ; and he 
might seriously deserve the reproach of confound- 
ing, by minute and preposterous diligence, the 
general order of his administration. The emperor 
professed himself a musician and architect, a poet 
and philosopher, a lawyer and theologian ; and if 
he failed in the enterprise of reconciling the 
Christian sects, the review of the Roman juris- 
prudcpcc is a noble monument of his spirit and 
industry. In the government of the empire, he 
was less wise or less successful: the age was unfor- 

I 

* 73 The studies arid science of Justinian are attested by the con- 
fession (Anccdot. c. 8. 13.)i still more than by the praises (Gothic. 

1. iii. c. 31- dc Fxlific. 1. i. Proem, c. 7-) of Procopius. Consult the 
r^oiis iiidfcx of Alemannus, aiid read the life of Justinian by 
1 'Ludewig (p, 135^-142.), 
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lunate ; the people was oppressed and discontent- chap. 
.ed ; Theodora abused her power ; a succession of 
bad ministers disgraced his judgment; and Justi- 
nian was neither beloved in his life, nor revetted 
at his death. The love of fame was deeply im- 
planted in his breast, but he condescended to the 
poor ambition of titles, honours, and contemporary 
praise ; and while he laboured to fix the admira- 
tion, he forfeited the esteem and affection of the 
Romans. The design of the African and Italian 
wars was boldly conceived and executed : and his 
penetration discovered the talents of Bclisarius in 
the camp, of Narses in the palace. But the name 
of the emperor is eclipsed by the names of his 
victorious generals; and Bclisarius still lives, to 
upbraid the envy and ingratitude of his sovereign. 

The partial favour of mankind applauds the ge- 
nius of a conqueror, who leads and directs his 
subjects in the exercise of arms. The characters 
of Philip the second and of Justinian arc distin- 
guished by the cold ambition which delights in 
war, and declines the dangers of the field. Yet a 
colossal statue of bronze represented the emperor 
on horseback, preparing to march against the Per- 
sians in the habit and armour of Achilles. In 
the great square before the church of St. Sophia, 
this monument was raised on a brass column and 
a stone pedestal of seven steps ; and the pillar of 
Theodosius, which weighed seven thousand four 
hundred pounds of silver, was removed from 
the same place by the avarice and vanity of Justi- 
nian. Future princes were more just or indulgcpt^ 
to his memory ; the elder Andronicus* in the 
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beginning of the fourteenth century, repaired and' 
beautified his equestrian statue : since the fall of. 
the empire, it has been melted into cannon by the 
victorious Turks 7S . 

I shall conclude this chapter with the comets,' 
the earthquakes, and the plague, which astonished 
or afflicted the age of Justinian. 

I. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the 
month of September, a comet 74 was seen during ‘ 
twenty days in the western quarter of the heavens, 
and which shot its rays into the north. Eight 
years afterwards, while the sun was in Capricorn, 
another comet appeared to follow in the Sagittary : 
the size was gradually increasing ; the head was 
in the east, the tail in the west, and it remained 
visible above forty days. The nations, who gazed 
with astonishment, expected wars and calami- 
ties from their baleful influence; and these ex- 
pectations were abundantly fulfilled. The astro- 
nomers dissembled their ignorance of the na- 
ture of these blazing stars, which they affected 
to represent as the floating meteors of the air ; 
and few among them embraced the simple no- 
tion of Seneca and the Chaldaeans, that they 
are only planets of a longer period and more 


T 3 See in the C. P. Christiana of Ducange (I. i. c. 24. N°. 1.), a 
t haih of original testimonies, from Procopius in the vith, to Gyl- 
lifts in the xvith, century. 

» ’ .7* The 6rst comet is mentioned by John Malala (tom. ii. p. igo. 
and Theophan^s (p. 154.) j the second by Procopius (Persic. 
1. ii. e. 4.) Yet I strongTy suspect their identity. The paleness 
the *un (Vandal, 1; ir. c. 14.) is applied by Theophanes (p/158.) 
■ f to indifferent year. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


418 


'eccentric motion 75 . Time and science have CHAP- 
.justified the conjectures and predictions of the 
•Roman sage : the telescope has opened new 
worlds to the eyes of astronomers ,h ; and, in the 
.narrow space of history and fable, one and the 
same comet is already found to have revisited 
the earth in seven equal revolutions of five 
hundred and seventy-five years. The fast ,T , 
which ascends beyond the Christian sera one 
thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven years, 
is coeval with Ogygcs the father ot Grecian 
antiquity. And this appearance explains the 
tradition which Varro has preserved, that under 
his reign the planet Venus changed her colour, 
size, figure, and course ; a prodigy without ex- 
ample either in past or succeeding ages 18 . The 
second visit, in the year eleven hundred and 
ninety-three, is darkly implied in the fable of 
Electra the seventh of the Pleiads, who have 
been reduced to six since the time of the Trojan 

73 Seneca’s viilh book of Natural Questions displays, in tbe 
tlicorv of cornels, a philosophic mind. Yet should we not too 
candidly ton found a \ague prediction, a veniet tempos, &c. with 
ilie merit of real discoveries. 

7G Astronomers may study Newton and Halley. I draw my 
humble science frym the article Cqmkte, iu the French Ency- 
clopedic by M. d'Alembert. 

77 VVhiston, the honest, pious, \isionary 'Whiston, had fancied, 
for the aera of Noah’s flood (2242 years before Christ), a prim 
apparition of the same comet which drowned the earth with its tail. 

"8 A Dissertation of Freret (Memoires de rAcaUeinie des Inscrip- 
tions, tom. x. p. 337 — 377.) affords an happy union of philosophy 
and erudition. The phenomenon in the time of Ogyges was pre- 
served by Varro (apud Augustin, dc Civitatc Dei, xxi. 8.) who 
quotes Castor, Dion of Naples, and Adrastus of Cyiicu& — nobilei 
mathematici. The two subsequent periods are preserved by tire ~ 

Greek mythologi^ts and the spurious books of Sibylline verse* 
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CHAP. war. That nymph, the wife of Dardanus, was 

y ■ 't | r ^ 1 

unable to support the ruin of her country 
she abandoned the dances of her sister orbs, fled 
from the zodiac to the north pole, and obtained, 
from her dishevelled locks, the name of the comet. 
The third period expires in the year six hundred 
and eighteen, a date that exactly agrees with the 
tremendous comet of the Sibyll, and perhaps 
of Pliny, which arose in the West two genera- 
tions before the reign of Cyrus. The fourth 
apparition, forty-four years before the birth of 
Christ, is of all others the most splendid and im- 
portant. After the death of Cajsar, a long-haired 
star was conspicuous to Rome and to the nations, 
during the games which were exhibited by young 
Octavlan, in honour of Venus and his uncle. 
The vulgar opinion, that it conveyed to heaven 
the divine soul of the dictator, was cherished 
and consecrated by the piety of a statesman : 
while his secret superstition referred the comet to 
the glory of his own times 79 The fifth visit has 

been already ascribed to the fifth year of Justinian, 
which coincides with the five hundred and thirty- 
first of the Christian sera. And it may deserve 
notice, that in this, as in the preceding instance, 
the comet was followed, though at a longer inter- 
val, by a remarkable paleness of the sun. The 
sixth return, in the year eleven hundred and six, is 
recorded by the chronicles of Europe and China ; 

79 Pliny (Hist. Nat. ii. 230 has transcribed the original me- 
morial of Augustus. Mairan, in his most ingenious letters to the 
P. Parcnnin, missionary in China, removes the games and the 
r’SMct of September, from the year 44 to the year 43, before the 
Christian tera; but I am not totally subdued by the criticism of 
the astronomer (Opuicules, p. 27a— 3T* 1 -)- 
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'and iu the first fervour of the Crusades, the ciiap. 
Christians and the Mahometans might surmise, 
with equal reason, that it portended the destruc- 
tion of the Infidels. The seventh phenomenon, 
of one thousand six hundred and eighty, was pre- 
sented to the eyes of an enlightened age The 
philosophy of Baylc dispelled a prejudice which 
Milton’s muse had so recently adorned, that the 
comet, “ from its horrid air shakes pestilence 
• and war Its road in the heavens was observed 
with exquisite skill by Flam stead and Cassini ; 
and the mathematical science of Bernoulli, New- 
ton, and Halley, investigated the laws of its re- 
volutions. At the eighth period, in the year two 
thousand three hundred and fifty-five, their calcu- 
lations may perhaps be verified by the astronomers 
of some future capital in the Siberian or American 
wilderness. 

II. The near approach of a comet may injure K.»nii- 
or destroy the globe which we inhabit ; but the <l " ,U ' 
changes on its surface have been hitherto pro- 
duced by the action of volcanoes and earth- 
quakes®. The nature of the soil may indicate 
the countries most exposed to these formidable 

80 This last comet was visible in the month of December, 1G80 
Bayle, who began his Peusees sur la Cometc in January lGai, 

(Oeuvres, tom. iii.) was forced to argue that a supernatural coun t 
would have confirmed the ancients iri their idolatry. Bernoulli (mv 
his Eloge, in Fontcnelle, tom. v. p. pi).) was forced to allow that 
the tail, though not the head, was a sign of the wrath of God. 

81 Paradise Lost was published iu the year lGG? ; and tile famous 
lines (1. ii. 70S, &c.), which startled the licenser, may allude to tile 
recent comet of 1664, observed by Cassini at Rome in the presence 
of queen Christina (Fontcnelle, in his Eloge , tom. v. p. 338 ). 

Had Charles II. betrayed any symptoms of curiosity or fear? * 

8ii For the cause of earthquakes, see Button (tom. i. p. MH2 — r»36 
Supplement a PHist. Naturclle, tom. v. p.382—390. edition in 
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chap, concussions, since they are caused by subterra-' 
neous fires, and such fires are kindled by the 
union aud fermentation of iron and sulphur.' 
Hut their times * and effects appear to lie beyond 
the reach of human curiosity, and the philosopher 
will discreetly abstain from the prediction of 
earthquakes, * till he has counted the drops of 
water that silently filtrate on the inflammable 
mineral, and measured the caverns which increase 
by resistance the explosion of the imprisoned air. 
Without assigning the cause, history will distin- 
guish the periods in which these calamitous events 
have been rare or frequent, and will observe, that 
this fever of the earth raged with uncommon 
violence during the reign of Justinian “. Each 
year is marked by the repetition of earthquakes, 
of such duration, that Constantinople has been 
shaken above forty days; of such extent, that 
the shock has* been - communicated to the whole 
surface of the globe, or at least of the Roman em- 
pire. An impulsive or vibratory motion was felt; 
enormous chasms were opened, huge and heavy 
bodies were discharged into the air, the sea alter- 
nately advanced and retreated beyond its ordinary 
bounds, and a mountain was torn from Libanus 

4to.) Valmont de Bomare (Dictionnaire d’Histoirc Naturelle, Trtm- 
Llemens de Terre , Pyiitcs) 9 Watson (Chemical Essays, tom. i. p. 181 

-209,). 

03 The earthquakes that shook the Roman world in the reign of 
Justinian, are described or mentioned by Procopius (Goth. 1. iv. c. 

, 25. Anecdot. c. 18.), Agathias (l.ii. p. 52, 53, 54. f. v. p. 145 — 152.), 
John Malala (Chron. tom. ii. p. 140 — 146. 176, 177- 183. 193- 220. 
2 f jg. 231. 233, 234. ; and Theophanes (p. 151. 183. 189- 191—1060- 

B> An abrupt height, a perpendicular cape, between Aradus and 
'•“Scftryg, named by the Greeks < vptvwiw and fuirpurwvv or 

Ktfajrpteuan* by the scrupulous Christians (Polyb. !. v. p. 411. 
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■and cast into the waves, where it protected, as a chap. 
pinole, the new harbour of Botrys *® in Phoenicia. XL111 
’The stroke that agitates an ant-hill, may crush the 
insect-myriads in the dust ; yet truth must extort 
• a confession, that man has industriously labour- 
ed for his own destruction. The institution of 
great cities, which include a nation within the 
limits of a wall, almost realizes the wish of Ca- 
ligula, that the Roman people had but one 
'neck. Two hundred and fifty thousand persons 
are said to have perished in the earthquake of An- a. I) :>c0 
tioch, whose domestic multitudes were swelled by ' 1j> *° 
the conflux of strangers to the festival of the 
Ascension. The loss of Berytus 1 ’ 8 was of smaller a. D 551. 
account, but of much greater value. That city, Jul ' 51 
on the coast of Phoenicia, was illustrated by the 
study of the civil law, which opened the surest 
road to wealth and dignity : the schools of Bery- 
tus were filled with the rising spirits of the age. 
and many a youth was lost in the earthquake, 
who might have lived to be the scourge or the 
guardian of his country. In these disasters, the 
architect becomes the enemy of mankind. The 
hut of a savage, or the tent of an Arab, may l>e 

Pompon. Mela,l. i. c. 1C. p. S/cuni Isaac Vos*. Ur, rrial. Mauii- 
drtl), Journey, p. .12, 33. Pocock’s Description, vcrl ii. p. ;)9 )■ 

Hot . tvs was founded (anti, ante Christ. 935 — 903) by I ; IioIkiI . 
king of Tyre (Marsham, Canon Chron. p. 387, 3HS '. It*, poor 
lepresentativc, the village of Patrone, is now destitute of an harbour 
W1 The university, splendour, and iuin of Bervuis, ere cele- 
brated by Hcineceius (p. 351— 3.76.) as an essential part of the his- 
tory of the Roman law. It was overthrown in the vr.th year of 
Justinian, A. D. 551, July <)• (Theopli.ines, p. 1()2 : but Aga- 
thias (1. ii. p. 5J, 52.) suspends the eartlupiabi till he has .jf- 
chieved the Italian war 

ii K 
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CHAP, thrown down without injury to the inhabitant 

Yf IT I «/■/ y 

an d the Peruvians had reason to deride the folly^ 
of their Spanish conquerors, who with so much* 
cost and labour erected their own sepulchres. 
The rich marbles of a patrician are dashed on 
his own head: a whole people’ is buried under 
the ruins of public and private edifices, and the 
conflagration is .kindled and propagated by the 
innumerable fires which are necessary for the 

wf 

subsistence and manufactures of a great city. ’ 
Instead of the mutual sympathy which might 
comfort and assist the distressed, they dreadfully 
experience the vices and passions which arc re- 
leased from the fear of punishment : the totter- 
ing houses are pillaged by intrepid avarice; re- 
venge embraces the moment, and selects the vic- 
tim; and the earth often swallows the assassin, 
or the ravisher, in the consummation of their 
crimes. Superstition involves the present danger 
with invisible terrors ; and if the image of death 
may sometimes be subservient to the virtue or re- 
pentance of individuals, an affrighted people is 
more forcibly moved to expect the end of the 


world, or to deprecate with servile homage the 
wrath of an avenging Deity. 

itsorigin HI* Ethiopia and Egypt have been stigmatis- 
e< ^ ^ ever y a f? e > as the original source and se- 
minary of the plague" 7 . In a damp, hot, stag- 
nating air, this African fever is generated from the 


putrefaction of animal substances, and especially 


I have read with pleasure Mead's short, but elegant, treatise 
concerning Pestilential Disorders, the viiith edition, London, 172*. 
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'from the swarms of locusts, not less destructive 
.to mankind in their death than in their lives. 
The fatal disease which depopulated the earth in 
the time of Justinian and his successors''", first 
appeared in the neighbourhood of Pelusiuin, be- 
tween the Scrbonian bog and the eastern channel 
of the Nile. From thence, tracing as it' were a 
double path, it spread to the East, over Syria, Per- 
sia, and the Indies, and penetrated to the West, 
along the coast of Africa, and over the continent 
of Europe. In the spring of the second year, 
Constantinople, during three or four months, was 
visited by the pestilence ; and Procopius, who ob- 
served its progress and symptoms with the eyes of 
a physician 8 ", has emulated the skill and diligence 
of Thucydides in the description of the plague of 
Athens" 0 . The infection was sometimes announced 
by the visions of a distempered fancy, and the 
victim despaired as soon as he had heard the 


8R The great plague which raged in 542 and the following years 
(Pagi,Critica, tom. ii. p. 5 18.), must be traced in Procopius (Persic. 
1. ii. c. 22, 23.), Agathias (1. v. p. 153, 154.),Evagrius (1. iv. c. 2f).), 
Paul Diaconus (1. ii. c. 4. p. 77(>, 7770, Gregory of Tours (lom.ii. 
1. iv. c. 5. p. 205.), who styles it Lues luguinaria, and the Chronicles 
of Victor Tuimuneiisis (p. 9 . in Thesaur. Temporum), of Marccl- 
] in us (p. 54.), and of Thcophancs (p. 153.). 

Dr. Freind (Hist.Medicin. in Opp. p. 4lfi — 420. Lond. 1733.) 
is satisfied that Procopius must have studied physic, from lii^ know- 
ledge and use of the technical words. Yet many words that arc 
now scientific were common and popular in the Greek idiom. 

90 Sec Thucydides, 1. ii. c. 47—54. p. 127 — 133. edit. Duker, 
and the poetical description of the same plague by Lucretius (1. \i. 
1 i 3 (j— - 12840. I was indebted to Dr.Hunter for an elaborate com- 
mentary on this part of Thucydides, a quarto of 0()O pages (Veuet. 
1603 , apud Juntas)* which was pronounced in St. Mark’s library, 
by Fabius Paullinus Ltinensis, a physician and philosopher. 
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menace and felt the stroke of an invisible spectre.' 
But the greater number, in their beds, in the. 
streets, in their usual occupation, were surprised 
by a slight fever ; so slight, indeed, that neither 
the pulse nor the colour of the patient gave any ■ 
signs of the approaching danger. The same, the 
next, or the succeeding day, it was declared by 
the swelling of the glands, particularly those of the 
groin, of the arm-pits, and under the car; and when 
these buboes or tumours were opened, they were ’ 
found to contain a coal, or black substance, of the 
size of a lentil. If they came to a -just swelling 
and suppuration, the patient was saved by this kind 
and natural discharge of the morbid humour. 
But if they continued hard and dry, a mortifica- 
tion quickly ensued, and the fifth day was com- 
monly the term of his life. The fever was often 
accompanied with lethargy or delirium; the 
bodies of the sick were covered with black pus- 
tules or carbuncles, the symptoms of immediate 
death; and in the constitutions too feeble to 
produce an eruption, the vomiting of blood 
was followed by a mortification of the bowels. 
To pregnant women the plague was generally 
mortal : yet one infant was drawn alive from his 
dead mother, and three mothers survived the 
loss of their infected foetus. Youth was the most 
perilous season ; and the female sex was less sus- 
ceptible than the male : but every rank and pro- 
' fession was attacked with indiscriminate rage, and 
man y of those who escaped were deprived of the 
U5e of their speech, without being secure from a 
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return of the disorder 9 *. The physicians of Con- chap. 

1 ^ t Y1 111 

s’tantinople were zealous and skilful : but their 
art was baffled by the various symptoms and per- 
tinacious vehemence of the disease : the same 
remedies were productive of contrary effects, and 
the event capriciously disappointed their pro- 
gnostics of death or recovery. The order of 
funerals, and the right of sepulchres, were con- 
founded; those who were left without friends 
or servants, lay unburied in the streets, or in 
their desolate houses ; and a magistrate was au- 
thorized to collect the promiscuous heaps of 
dead bodies, to transport them by laud or water, 
and to inter them in deep pits beyond the pre- 
cincts of the city. Their own danger, and the 
prospect of public distress, awakened some re- 
morse in the minds of the most vicious of man- 
kind; the confidence of health again revived 
their passions and habits ; but philosophy must 
disdain the observation of Procopius, that the 
lives of such men were guarded by the peculiar 
favour of fortune or providence. He forgot, or 
perhaps he secretly recollected, that the plague 
had touched the person of Justinian himself; 
but the abstemious diet of the emperor may sug- 
gest, as in the case of Socrates, a more rational 
and honourable cause for his recovery Dur- 

91 Tliucvdidej (c. 51.) affirms, that tin infection could only he 
once taken; hut E\agrius, who had family experience of the 
plague, observes, that some persons, who had escaped the first, sunk 
under the second, attack ; and this repetition is. confirmed by Fa- 
bius Paullinus (p. 5X8.). 1 observe, that on this head physicians r. re- 
divided ; and the nature and operation of the disease may not al- 
ways be similar. 

It was thu* that SocruU> had been saved by hb temperance, m •' 
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Extent 
, and dura- 
tion, .. . 
A* D. 542 
— 594 . 


ing his sickness, the public consternation was ex- 
pressed in the habits of the citizens; and their, 
idleness and despondence occasioned a general 
scarcity in the capital of the East. 

Contagion is the inseparable symptom of the 
plague ; which, by mutual respiration, is trans- 
fused from the infected persons to the lungs and 
stomach of those who approach them. While 
philosophers believe and tremble, it is singular, 
that the existence of a real danger should have 
been denied by a people most prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors Yet the fellow-citizens of 
Procopius were satisfied, by some short and par- 
tial experience, that the infection could not be 
gained by the closest conversation 9 *; and this 
persuasion might support the assiduity of friends 
or physicians in the care of the sick, whom in- 
human prudence would have condemned to soli- 
tude and despair. But the fatal security, like 
the predestination of the Turks, must have aided 
the progress of the contagion ; and those salutary 
precautions to which Europe is indebted for her 
safety, were unknown to the government of Jus- 


the plague of Athens (Aul. Cellius, Noct. Attic, ii. 1.)* Dr. Mead 
accounts for the peculiar salubrity of religious houses, by the two 
advantages of seclusion and abstinence (p. 18, 19-)- 

0 s Mead proves that the plague is contagious, from Thucydides, 
Lucretius, Aristotle, Galen, and common experience (p.10 — 20.) ; 
and he refutes (Preface, p. ii. — xiii.) the contrary opinion of the 
French physicians who visited Marseilles in the year 1720. Yet 
these were the recent and enlightened spectators of a plague which, 
iu a few months, swept away 50,000 inhabitants (sur la Peste de 
Marseille, Paris, 178(>) of a city that, in the present hour of pros- 
perity and trade, contains no more than 90,000 souls (Necker, sur 
les finances, tom. i. p. 23 1 .). 

9+The strong assertions of Procopius oun y«f tar pip outi yap iJjwtJ? 
— arc overthrown by the subsequent experience ofEvagrius. 
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tinian. No restraints were imposed on the free chap. 

* f Y|II 

and frequent intercourse of the Roman pro- 
vinces : from Persia to France, the nations were 
mingled and infected by wars and emigrations; 
and the pestilential odour which lurks for years 
in a bale of cotton, was imported, by the abuse 
of trade, into the most distant regions. The mode 
of its propagation is explained by the remark of 
Procopius himself, that it always spread from the 
sea-coast to the inland country; the most se- 
questered islands and mountains were successive- 
ly visited; the places which had escaped the 
fury of its first passage, were alone exposed to 
the contagion of the ensuing year. The. winds 
might diffuse that subtle venom ; but unless the 
atmosphere be previously , disposed for its recep- 
tion, the plague woidd soon expire in the cold 
or temperate climates of the earth. Such was 
the universal corruption of the air, that the pes- 
tilence which burst forth in the fifteenth year of 
Justinian was not checked or alleviated by any dif- 
ference of the seasons. In time, its first malig- 
nity was abated and dispersed; the disease al- 
ternately languished and revived ; but it was 
not till the end of a calamitous period of fifty- 
two years, "that mankind recovered their health, 
or the air resumed its pure and salubrious quality. 

No facts have been preserved to sustain an ac- 
count, or even a conjecture, of the numbers that 
perished in this extraordinary mortality. I only 
find, that during three months, five, and at length 
ten, thousand persons died each day at Constan- 
tinople; that many cities of the East were* left 
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vacant, and that in several districts of Italy the 
harvest and the vintage withered on the ground. 
The triple scourge of war, pestilence, and famine, 
afflicted the subjects of Justinian, and his reign 
is disgraced by a visible decrease of the human 
species, which has never been repaired in some of 
the fairest countries of the globe 95 


9- 1 After some figures of rhetoric, the sands of the sea, &c. 
Procopius (Anecdot. c. 18.) attempts a more definite account : that 
ftvpuxSuf pvpu&vt fivptotg had been exterminated under the reign of 
the Imperial daemon. The egression ,is obscure in grammar and 
arithmetic; and a literal ihierpretatipn #ould produce several mil- 
lions of millions. Alemannus (pi SO.) and Cousin (torn. iii. p. 178.) 
translate this passage, “ two hundred millipns but I am ignorant 
of their motives. If we drop the /ivpia&ac, 'the remaining /muptaiu* 
fivpMt* a myriad, of myriads, would furnish one hundred millions, 
a number not wholly inadmissible. 
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